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Independence Day 

 
 

I urge everyone to take a moment this Independence Day to thank our brothers and sisters who serve in 

uniform for their service.
 

 

Independence Day, commonly known as the Fourth of July, is a federal holiday in the United 

States commemorating the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, 

declaring independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain. Independence Day is commonly 

associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts, baseball games, 

family reunions, and political speeches and ceremonies, in addition to various other public and 

private events celebrating the history, government, and traditions of the United States. 

Independence Day is the National Day of the United States. (Wikipedia) 



 
 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW 
 

 
• We continue to update and enhance our website (www.usarsupthai.webs.com) as we gain 

new Site Members and Association Members. 
 

 
• We continue to grow our online membership on the USARSUPTHAI @ Yahoo Groups: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/USARSUPTHAI/ 

 

• We’ve contracted with Military Best http://www.militarybest.com for bumper stickers, and 
recently upgraded them to include the association name and website. 
 

 

 



 
• We continue growing our USARSUPTHAI FB Association group on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/154849561231642/  where we’ve adopted the mission 
of establishing “Boots on the Ground” for our veterans who served in South East Asia and 
are suffering the effects of exposure to deadly herbicides. 
 

 
• We’ve added many new pictures and albums to our USARSUPTHAI Sky Drive photo: 

https://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=6e60952406111394&resid=6E60952406111394!11
1&parid=6E60952406111394!106&authkey=!AJiIrdiIQy46mBA 

 

COUNT DOWN  

(361 days) 

USARSUPTHAI REUNION 2014 

 

• We have contracted with the Radisson Hotel Colorado Springs 
http://www.radisson.com/colorado-springs-hotel-co-80916/colospri in Colorado Springs, 
CO for our first official USARSUPTHAI REUNION 2014 to be held 26 – 29 June 2014. 
Call (719) 597-7000 and mention the “USARSUPTHAI Reunion” to make your 
reservations at our discounted rates. The cutoff date is May 26, 2014. You must also 
download, complete and mail our Reunion Registration Form (including payment for meals 
and non-refundable registration fee) so we can prepare registration identification cards and 
meal slips. We must have 10+ rooms booked per night for our hospitality room to be 
complimentary. 
 

• We’re still in the process of merging the data of our two websites: the 519th Transportation 
Association, Thailand and USARSUPTHAI ASSOCIATION thereby making it easier for 
our members to access the data that has been collected over the past 17+ years. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

There’s still a lot of work to do as we are attempting to “map” each and every base, camp and site used 

by the US Military in Cambodia, Laos and Thailand during the 1950 – 1978 timeframe (using APO’s and 

Grid Coordinates, plus incorporating Google Earth technology to paint a picture of where we actually 

were. 

 

 
Commo Nodes in Thailand 

 

• Another project we continue working on is the written unit histories of each army unit under the 

operational control or command of the United States Army Support Thailand, the 9
th

 Logistical 

Command as well as other major commands in country. 

 

If you wish to contribute to this cause, please forward all documents, pictures and your memories via 

email to jjwilsonjr@yahoo.com or bulk items via snail mail: Joe Wilson, 1530 Winnebago Road, Colorado 

Springs, CO 80915.  

 



 

 

The United States Army Support, Thailand Association 
 

The USARSUPTHAI Association was created to highlight and explore, the brotherhood of airmen, coast 

guardsman, seaman, marines, soldiers and civilians whose job it was to monitor and expedite the war 

effort from military bases throughout Southeast Asia.  

 

 
 

During the 1950’s the civil war in the Kingdom of Laos grew and by the early 1960’s the Kingdom 

of Thailand requested and received assistance when it seemed that this internal war would spill 

over and into its borders.  

 

The first US combat troops were stationed at Bangkok’s Don Muang Royal Thai Air Force Base, 

and consisted of 4 combat aircraft stationed on alert beginning April 1961. As communist 

aggression increased in the region by 1962 priority for US intervention to Thailand was favored 

over that in Vietnam. It wasn’t until the “Gulf of Tonkin” incident that President Johnson 

committed US forces to Vietnam, while bolstering US troop strength in Thailand as well. 

 

Due to the nature of the “Gentleman’s Agreement” between Thailand and the United States 

that prevented other nations from knowing the full extent of the US involvement to protect its 

ally, all communications and/or news “officially” proclaiming the extent of this involvement was 

banned by the Thai government. 

 

Officially all bases were “Royal Thai Bases” and were commanded by Thai commanders, yet 

command of US troops was retained by the United States. News and news organizations were 

not permitted to name actions originating from Thailand and US personnel were not given 

official recognition for injuries received in actions in Thailand. * 

 

This became a “Secret War” and still today said recognition is being sought by personnel who were there 

“unofficially”. 

 

The most noticeable were the air crews who flew combat missions into North and South Vietnam, Laos 

and even Cambodia.  

 

What were not seen were the US Coast Guardsmen manning LORAN stations in not so noticeable 

locations throughout central and northern Thailand, or the US Army Engineers carving bases and 

roadways out of virtual jungle in even the most demanding weather conditions? 



 

Also unseen were the huge number of support troops who manned radio stations, field hospital and aid 

stations, motor pool dispatch offices and unit orderly rooms.  

 

There were the military police and “top secret” recon patrols keeping an eye on things on “both” sides 

of the Mekong River. 

 

It has been said that an army moves on its stomach. Well that stomach has to be fed. That is the job of 

the cooks and food preparation specialists. Before they can begin preparing their meals those rations 

and supplies have to be transported and disbursed to the respective bases and organizational mess or 

dining halls. 

 

Another thing that fuels an army is funds. Everyone loves payday. Monies are received and paid out to 

various businesses and injected into the local economy through employment of local nationals at every 

level of the military. Military bases must be protected and defended in the event of subversive attacks. 

 

Each of these unique functions is the specific responsibility of a host of military units of the various 

services within the US Department of Defense. 

 

It is next to impossible to do justice to the virtually hundreds of military commands and organizations 

who made up this backbone within Thailand, yet each one is vitally important to the success and survival 

of the others. 

 
 



I want to focus on facts that helped keep the Kingdom of Thailand from almost certain domination by 

the increasing communist threat in the region of Southeast Asia. 

 

 
In May 1962, the Military Assistance Command, Thailand was formed and a Joint US Task Force 

(JTF 116) was sent to the Kingdom of Thailand. Combat troops were deployed in an exercise 

along the border region of the Mekong River to bolster the defensive forces and prevent the 

fighting to spill over from nearby Laos. Many of the units comprising the joint task force were 

stationed in Korea, Okinawa and Hawaii. This task force comprised of a Marine Battalion Landing 

Team (BLT), the 1
st

 Battle Group, 27
th

 Infantry (25
th

 Infantry Division) and supporting elements 

under a detachment of the 9
th

 Logistical Command. In August 1962, they were joined by an army 

aviation company composed of Caribou aircraft and the 1
st

 Battle Group, 35
th

 Infantry (25
th

 

Infantry Division) replaced the 27
th

 Infantry. The task force was withdrawn in November 1962 

after the situation in Laos stabilized. 

 

 
In the meantime, several US Army units had been sent to Thailand on a permanent basis under 

the 9
th

 Logistical Command and by November 1966 the US Army Support Command had been 

established. ** 

 

 
The United States Army Support, Thailand 

 

 

All Army units in Thailand came under the operational control of USARSUPTHAI and played a vital part of 

the war in Vietnam and early:  



 
Detachments of the 46

th
 Special Forces Company operated with and trained Thai Army personnel and 

providing medical support to a number of remote villages throughout northern Thailand. 

 

 
The 428

th
 Medical Battalion had responsibility for 2 field hospitals, the 5

th
 Field Hospital in Bangkok and 

the 31
st

 Field Hospital in Korat, plus a number of dental and medical detachments.  

 

 

 
The 44

th
 Engineer Group had overall responsibility of building infrastructures and roadway nets that 

would link each military base together, providing better access in an area primarily consisting of jungle 

growth utilizing units of the 809
th

 Engineer Battalion and other engineer assets brought in for that 

specific purpose (quite a huge undertaking, even by today’s standards). The 697
th

 Engineer Company 

(Pipeline) had the responsibility for constructing buildings, huge “Tank Farms” for fuel storage facilities, 

all the buildings and even the plumbing for every base in Thailand.  

 

 
The 596

th
 Quartermaster Company arriving in Thailand as part of the US Strike Command had the 

responsibility of operating those massive “Tank Farms” for each of the airbases to be used by United 

States Air Force personnel and coming under the 9
th

 Logistical Command (B). 

 

 
The USA STRATCOM Signal Battalion, Provisional had the responsibility of building and maintaining 

critical communications networks and links that would tie these military bases to the rest of the US 

Army forces in Southeast Asia and beyond. 

 

 



 
The transportation needs of US forces would be met by two transportation battalions, the 499

th
 

Transportation Battalion (Terminal) and the 519
th

 Transportation Battalion (Motor Transport).  

 

The 499
th

 was responsible for receiving cargo in country at the Deep Water Port in Sattahip, the 

Ammunition Piers at Vayama and the Peers in Bangkok.  

 

The 519
th

 was responsible for transporting much of this cargo (in concert with the local ETO Company) 

from the ports all the way to destination (more than 1066 highway miles) utilizing Trailer Transfer Points 

strategically placed enroute at critical points (Sattahip, Korat, Khon Kaen). 

 

The lifeblood of the entire US military operations depended upon their success. 

 

 

 

These are the major commands that controlled much of the Army’s assets in Thailand:  

 

Joint US Military Assistance, Thailand 

Joint US Military Advisory Group, Thailand 

Joint US Military Advisory Group, Thailand, Support Group, Provisional 

Joint US Military Advisory Group, Thailand, Support Group A 

US Army Bangkok Area Command, Provisional 

US Army Depot, Thailand, Provisional (later 501
st

 Field Depot) 

US Army Sattahip Area Command, Provisional 

US Army Special Troops, Bangkok 

US Army Special Troops, Korat 

US Army Special Troops, Sattahip 

US Army Support Command, Thailand 

9
th

 Logistical Command (63 – 70)** 

 

References: 

 

* United States Air Force in Thailand - http://wapedia.mobi/en/United_States_Air_Force_in_Thailand  

**Appendix B - The US Army in Thailand during the Vietnam Conflict (Vietnam Order of Battle – Shelby L. 

Stanton) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FYI Section 
 

Vietnam Veteran 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_veteran 

A Vietnam veteran is someone who served in the armed forces of participating countries during the 

Vietnam War. 

The term has been used to describe veterans who were in the armed forces of South Vietnam, the United 

States armed forces, and countries allied to them, whether or not they were actually stationed in Vietnam 

during their service. However, the more common usage distinguishes between those who served "in 

country" and those who did not actually serve in Vietnam by referring to the "in country" veterans as 

"Vietnam veterans" and the others as "Vietnam-era veterans". The U.S. government officially refers to all 

as "Vietnam-era veterans".
[1]

 

 

According to the U.S. Department of Labor, the Vietnam Era Veterans' Readjustment Assistance 

Act of 1974 (VEVRAA) states, "A Vietnam era veteran is a person who 

1. served on active duty for a period of more than 180 days, any part of which occurred 

between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975, and was discharged or released with other 

than a dishonorable discharge. 

2. was discharged or released from active duty for a service connected disability if any part 

of such active duty was performed between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

3. served on active duty for more than 180 days and served in the Republic of Vietnam 

between February 28, 1961 and May 7, 1975." 
[1]

 

The U.S. Census Bureau (2004) reports there are 8.2 million "Vietnam Era Veterans". Of these 

2.59 million are reported to have served "in country". 

More than 58,000 US personnel died as a result of the conflict.
[2]

 This comprises deaths from all 

categories including deaths while missing, captured, non-hostile deaths, homicides, and suicides. 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs recognizes veterans that served in the country then 

known as the Republic of Vietnam from February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975, as being eligible for 

such programs as the department's Readjustment Counseling Services program (aka Vet Centers). 

The Vietnam War was the last American war with conscription. 

 

According to the US Department of Labor we are all officially labeled Vietnam Era Veterans, yet 

geographically according to where and when we served we are Vietnam Veterans.  

We are not attempting to pass ourselves off as something we are not, just seeking redress with the 

Veterans Affairs administration for treatment and compensation EQUAL to our brothers and 

sisters who served in Vietnam as many of us suffer the same symptoms from the same herbicide 

exposure. 

 


