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John Mitzak, Joe Pokojni, Charles Bauder, Bob Frey, Ed Dietrich,
Mary Jane Pokojni, Robert Frey, Alan Fenstermacher, Don Jones
Joe Pokojni, Dave Oravec
Cindy & Dave Oravec
Mary Jane Pokojni
Alan Fenstermacher, Dave Schomp, Ron Heckman, JoAnne Homa, Ron
Littwin,
Ed & Alice Dietrich
Alan Fenstermacher, Ron & Debbie Heckman, Dave & Jackie Schomp,
Putt Olson, Agnes Stacy, Dick Varga and a lot of other members.
Willis Sigafoos, Ken Meyers
Mary Jane Pokojni
Mary Jane & Joe Pokojni
Ron Heckman (Chairman) Rich Heater (Assistant) Debbie Heckman, Putt
Olson, Agnes Stacy, Dick Varga, Jackie & Dave Schomp, Ginny Procanyn,
Chip Kalnas, Willis & Gloria Sigafoos and anyone who wants to help.
MaryAnn Mason, Mary Jane Pokojni,
Gilda Hendershot & Dottie Littwin
Putt Olson – 610-252-2606

LEHIGH VALLEY REGION DUES are $15 for member and spouse, and $10 for individual due January 1st yearly. Members must be a member of parent
organization-AACA. SEND TO: Mary Jane Pokojni 37 Ridgewood Rd. Easton, PA 18045 Please write your AACA # on your check made payable to: Lehigh
Valley Region (AACA National is due Dec. 15) Members 80 yrs. or over are free but MUST be members of the National Organization each yr. Please notify if
you are 80 yrs of age and want to remain on our mailing list. LVRAACA Meetings are held on the second Sunday of winter months at 2 p.m. and the 2nd
Wednesday of the month from April to October at the Palmer Library, Newburg Rd. Palmer Township, Pa. Please check the Calendar for dates and times of

see us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Lehigh-Valley-Region-of-theAntique-Automobile-Club-of-America-1527480234182319/
meetings and events. www.lvraaca.com

Thoughts from your President
It started with the dinosaurs. I just loved them so much that I read and absorbed anything about
them. I knew them by their names T-Rex, Allosaurus, Brontosaurus, Triceratops, I was fascinated by them. I
could tell you if they were meat eaters or plant eaters, and what period they lived in. I went to the New
York World’s Fair where my favorite exhibit was the Dinosaur section sponsored by Sinclair. They had
vacuum forming machines where you could watch a dinosaur model being made. I got at least one of every
dinosaur offered and I kept them for many years before passing them on to my friends little brother.
For a little while I studied the clouds. The different types and what type of weather conditions that
came with them. While I studied the clouds I became very interested in the powerful machines of the
aviation industry. I loved the ww2 war birds; P-51, P-38, P-61, etc. I loved their names; Mustang ,
(continued next page)

Lightning, Black Widow . I enjoyed going to the Reading Air Show during the summer where I could see and
touch some of these amazing machines. In school when a book report was due and had to be given one on
one with the teacher I gave a report on a book called The History of Flight which wasn’t exactly what my
teacher was expecting, but I knew the book so well from cover to cover she ended up giving me an A for my
report. But one day in 1966 something happened; I became aware of the car gene that was in my DNA.
I started looking and identifying with cars. I read about them, I would pedal my bike over to Fleetwood or
Kutztown, and sometimes just down to the corner from my house to Shoemakers Garage, which at one time
was the largest Studebaker showroom in the area just to look at them. When we went to the shore I would
always head straight for the GM Autorama building on the boardwalk and look at the factory show cars on
display. When we were driving I could identify the make and model of many of the cars on the road, even
at night.
Now our neighbors the Rohrbach’s were real car people. They were always in their garage with the
hood up on any one of their cars. The two sons had matching maroon 63 Impala SS’s, Mr. Rohrbach had a 60
Impala 4dr with the 348 cu in motor and still had it many years ago when I last spoke with him. It had over
250,000 miles on it. His only regret was he sold his 57 Chevy convertible instead of the Impala. But one
day Mr. Rohrbach’s son Alan really kicked my car gene into overdrive. He showed up at home one bright
sunny day with a brand new Marina Blue 67 Corvette convertible.
It was a 327 car with a Muncie 4-speed and I was the first neighbor to get a ride in it. By this time I was
hooked on cars, buying car mags like Hot Rod, Motor Trend, Sports Car Graphic, just to name a few.
Eventually Alan wrecked the vette by going off the road and hitting a wall. Bye bye Vette and hello 69
Chevelle SS396, which eventually replaced by a string of Monte Carlos.
I watched with a bit of envy as some of my classmates from school show up senior year wit Road Runners,
Chevelles, a Corvette (town Dr.’s kid). While I was hoping to show up with my fathers 57 Bel Air wagon, a
rear end collision from a Ford Skyliner dashed that dream. So instead I ended up with my mom’s puke
yellow 4 door 65 Corvair, a car that I showed no mercy. It did last me for my senior year and then a year
into the Navy when I bought my first new car…a 73 Vega Gt Hatchback, which despite all of the bad press
about the car treated me pretty well. It died at 138,000 miles when my sister rolled it down an
embankment after I sold the car back to my dad. Since my dad wouldn’t let me use the Vega for a few
months while I was in school training, I managed to score a 67 Charger with a 383 Magnum for 900.00 which
I loved and also gave meaning to the fact that I could watch the gas gage move when I floored it. I watched
it move …a lot.
As I grew older my vehicles changed. From the Corvair and Vega Gt I went to a 73 Fiat X1/9 while I
was in Spain, to a 78 Chevy Caprice Landau, (I passed up the 68 Camaro RS convertible for 650.00 at
Shoemakers Garage). After a few years with the Caprice it was an 83 Z/28 which I drove off in the sunset
with my bride. An 89 Dodge Colt hatchback was added to replace my wife’s Chevette which was rough
because the Colt had no A/C and I had to teach Carol how to drive a manual. The Colt followed us to
Hawaii and back to the mainland when I retired from the Navy after 21 years of service which explains why I
do not have a collector car. Living in the barracks or in an apartment complex, coupled with duty rotations
of 36 months made it kind of hard.
After retiring in Arizona for a year and then returning home to Pa with a family the cars took on a
more family oriented theme. The Z/28 got sold prior to leaving for Hawaii, leaving us with the Colt,, which
in turn followed the moving truck I was driving home to Pa, complete with two dogs, two kids, and an
Umbrella Cockatoo (I got stuck with him in the truck, Carol got the two dogs). We lived as a single car family
for a short time and eventually bought our first beater which was a dog of a Toyota Corolla station wagon.
Eventually we dumped it at the dealer for a Colt Vista after the clutch burned itself up.
Eventually at 138,000 miles the Colt started drinking oil like there was no tomorrow. Every other day I had
to add a quart. My mechanic diagnosed it as a 5.00 part that would end up costing me 500.00 to repair just
because of the parts location on the engine. The Colt was the car I went to the hospital in to say goodbye to
my father when he passed away.
(continued next page)

The Colt was replaced with a 99 Neon and then with a 01 PT Cruiser a car that still remains a very
cherished car to me as it was my first car I fully customized. Eventually I had to make a choice on the PT and
I ended up trading it for a Chevy Sonic, which was a big mistake that I corrected a year later with the Dart.
At 62 the car gene in me is still going strong. I remain very passionate about cars to the point that I do not
think my wife or family will ever fully understand. I love the cruise nights and car shows, I love the car
shows on TV, I enjoy looking at the cars at the dealerships, although I cannot say I approve of some of the
prices of some of the vehicles, especially the ones that I like.
I remember my wife complaining to my mother one day. She complained about me thinking only of cars,
car shows, going to the car lots. My mom simply smiled while rocking in her favorite chair. After listening
to my wife she asked her a few things. Did I provide for my family? Did my family want for anything? Did I
return home right after work? Did I go to the bars and drink? When my wife answered all of the questions
in a positive manner she looked at her and said if all he wants to do is look at cars, or be involved with cars
as a hobby, she should be so lucky.
So…..When and how did the car bug hit you? I would love to hear your story. Send it in to MJ for the
newsletter.

Alan

FYI! - Check out our web site – www.lvraaca.com
Would you like to write an article about your car? Or do you have anything of interest for
this spot, if so send it to: mjpokojni@rcn.com or mail to Mary Jane Pokojni 37 Ridgewood
Rd. Easton, PA. 18045

HALLOWEEN DINNER DANCE SUNDAY OCTOBER 30, 2016
OUR 10th ANNUAL HALLOWEEN DINNER DANCE will be held at the Meadows in
Hellertown 1770 MEADOWS ROAD HELLERTOWN, PA 18055 4 P.M. – 9 P.M
*COSTUMES OPTIONAL* BUFFET STYLE DINNER (Served at 5 PM)
TOSSED SALAD / FRUIT SALAD /ASSORTED CHEESE BOARD / SMOKED HAM / BAKED FISH/
ROAST TOP ROUND/ STUFFED SHELLS / MASHED POTATOES /STUFFING / VEGETABLE
MEDLEY /CORN IN BUTTER SAUCE / ASSORTED DESSERTS / COFFEE, TEA, COLD BEVERAGE
TICKETS ARE $23. PER PERSON

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MEETING AND CRUISE OR CALL:
MaryAnn Mason 908-454-4824
Agnes 610-253-1363
Karan Mitzak 908-454-0041
OR Mary Jane 610-252-1656

CRUISERS JACKPOT
PRIZES FOR BEST COSTUME
DJ DOOR PRIZES
TRICKY TRAY

THIS IS NOT A FUND RAISER AND THE CLUB WILL NOT MAKE ANY MONEY ON THE
DANCE TICKETS.
The club will profit from the 50/50

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - 2016
Please check the calendar monthly - dates and times are subject to change

ONLY CLUB EVENTS ARE POSTED ON THIS CALENDAR
SUPPORT YOUR CLUB BY ATTENDING THESE EVENTS
September
Wed. 14
7:00 PM LVRAACA meeting Palmer Library
Sat. 10
3:00 to 7:00 PM Dairy Queen Cruise
Sat. 17
Phoebe Nursing Home Cruise 12-3
Thurs. 22
7:00 PM LVRAACA B.O.D. meeting Palmer Library
Sat. 24
3:00 to 7:00 PM Salvatore’s Cruise
October

Sat. 8
Wed.
Sun.
Thurs.
Sun.
Sun.

2:00 to 7:00 PM Dairy Queen Halloween CRUISE

12
7:00 PM LVRAACA meeting Palmer Library
23
LVRAACA Fall Tour see information in this issue
27
7:00 PM LVRAACA B.O.D. meeting Palmer Library
30
4:00 to 9:00 PM – Halloween Dinner / Dance
30
Easton / Phillipsburg Halloween Parade
November
Sun. 13
2:00 PM LVRAACA meeting Palmer Library
Wed. 9
7:00 PM LVRAACA B.O.D. meeting Palmer Library
December
Sun. 11
LVRAACA Christmas Party
Wed. 14
7:00 PM LVRAACA B.O.D. meeting Palmer Library

For Sale!
1967 Mustang Hub Caps
Call 610-252-1656

REPORT ON THE PHOEBE NURSING HOME CRUISE
On Saturday September 17, the Lehigh Valley Region held its 4th Cruise to the Phoebe
Nursing Home in Allentown. We met at the Ritz at the Allentown Fair Grounds and
caravaned to the Nursing Home.
We sat under the big tent and listened to music being spun by the DJ.
One of our members was also dancing to the music up on the stage. The Nursing Home
volunteers were cooking hot dogs on the grill and we were treated to them with chips, soda,
and cookies.
The impressive Collection of Antique and Classic Cars were parked on the circular
driveway. The Nursing home volunteers escorted the residents outside to see the cars. It
was very heartwarming to see their joy and the look on their faces as they were wheeled by
the cars from their past.
There were 20 + cars :
Five LVR members showed their cars:
1963 Ford Falcon – Dave and JoAnn Homa
1937 Ford Coupe – Will and Maryann Mason
1978 Ford Mustang – Dave Oravec
1932 Chevrolet – Fred Antunes
1996 Mercedes Roadster – Joe and Mary Jane Pokojni
Five members of “The Crew” showed their cars:
1977 Corvette -Charles LaFevre from Laurys Station, Pa
1969 Buick GS 400 – Mike Shannon, from Whitehall, Pa
2005 Chevy Cobalt – John Stout from Whitehall, Pa
1994 Geo Tracker- Thomas Neubauer from Allentown, Pa
2014 Chevy Camaro – Jodee Rossi from Allentown, PA
Also present were 10 other cars among them was:
1972 Javelin – David and Mary Ann Richards from Stewartsville, NJ
1948 Ford 2 door sedan – Dave Rowan
1957 Chevy Convertible Charlie Bostick
1970 MGB –George Cook from Lower Macungie
1957 Chevrolet Bel-Air – Bill Soyak, Bethlehem, PA
There were other cars including a corvette which I did not get their names.
Thanks to all for coming out to show your cars to the older and sometimes forgotten Nursing
Home Residents.
Check out the pictures on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Lehigh-Valley-Region-ofthe-Antique-Automobile-Club-of-America-1527480234182319/#

BEHIND THE MUSICAL MOTOMETER ©

The Broadway play “Fiddler on the Roof” has a song in it “Tradition, Tradition”
Traditions are important and are tied into nice memories, fun times, good friends
and GREAT FOOD. I am afraid our local Region is in danger of losing its “Traditions”.
I read with interest that this club is no longer going to have picnics. We no longer have
Spring and Fall Banquets (Williams, The Palace, Hartman’s, and Nazareth and Mt. Bethel
Churches.) Do not have the Annual Springtown Show (admittedly a lot of work) and our fall
tour to Hershey in October is to be casual with no attempt to stay together as a group to assist
one another if need be. Of course I’m willing to bet that more than half of those attending that
Museum event will be driving late model cars. The show tune, “A Fine Romance This Is” is
appropriate here – a fine old Car Club this is!
There is another old Broadway tune “Not While I’m Around” from the play “Sweeny
i
Todd” . There will be a picnic as long as I am around, at least in 2017, complete with a hay ride
at Frey’s Farm. Our Model T Ford was built in June 1917 (#1922575) and will be 100 next year
and we will have a party, a celebration. “remember the song “Celebration”? A Tradition ii
none the less. So you all (yuall) are invited next June. Traditions – Traditions. “Ah yes I
remember it well” as sung by Maurice Chavalier back in the 1960’s
Bob Frey
8/2016
i

The Sweeny Todd play is based on a allegedly true story about a London barber who slit his client’s throats and his lady friend who
made Best Meat Pies.
ii
Trudy and I have had a lot of un traditions fun with the Ford over the last 60 years we owned it.

Editor’s Note:
The Fall Tour will have an escort and will leave from WalMart on rte. 248 on October 23,
2016. We will meet at 9 am and leave by 9:15 AM.

Fall Tour October 23, 2016.
The Tour will be to the AACA Museum in Hershey. We will meet at 9 AM to go
over the route and leave at 9:15 AM. We will have coffee and donuts when we get
there and will stop for late lunch (on your dime) after touring the Museum. It takes about 2
hours to get there and about 1 ½ hour to tour the Museum. Call Mary Jane for information
610-252-1656
P.S. Remember to bring your AACA membership card
The “Christmas In July Dream Come True” Car Show at Dairy Queen was canceled in July due
to the rain. It was rescheduled for August 13, 2016 and then we had oppressive heat
warnings so it was then changed to September 10, 2016

