FOCUS PEOPLE! How many times have we heard that? Well
in our project journey FOCUS is a really important word for
TWO reasons! First you need focus to stay on track and then
secondly - you need to find a good FOCUS in the photos you
are taking! Now, there are a great variety of things you can
do to creatively focus your photos and direct the viewers eye
to the part of the picture you want to highlight - and I will
cover a little of that on page two of this week’s P52 post.
Just remember that for today just stay FOCUSED and stay on
track!! Just for today! Deal with tomorrow tomorrow!

And a VERY special THANK YOU to our friend, Sarah from
*Sweet Blossom Designs* for letting us use her super cute
kit, *PHOTO SHOOT* for this fun series! Thanks Sarah,
we LOVE it!! (I think you will too!)
Check it out here: PHOTO SHOOT!

Join us each Saturday in 2012 for a fun new edition of MMS P-52! It’s
going to be a fun journey into our lives, our memories, our family’s
story and we’ll grow through it together! If you miss a week, don’t
worries, the posts will be listed on the blog so you can always catch
up! If you have something FUN you want to suggest that we add to the
list - please send me an email, Email me at LisaJ@MyMemories.com

. .and don’t forget to make a memory today!
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Take the time to FIND what you love taking pictures of and FIND pictures that have good focus.
Not just make them as SHARP as possible, but make sure they have a good subject matter. Now
it can be an
abstract photo, but make sure that people who look at it can TELL what you
wanted
to share with them. Make sure they can SEE what you wanted to show them. So
try to use some of the tips and tricks you can learn from reading some very basic
photography “how-to’s”. Make a point of having your images have a FOCUS. It’s
really easy to do. Keep in mind the story you want to tell and it will come easily to you!

If you read a few photography articles one thing that you will read about is APERTURE. It’s a
setting that you can find on some cameras. If you have this option on your camera play around
with it. If your APERTURE is more open - or using a lower aperture, you will get a
tighter focus in your shot. The LOWER your aperture number the SMALLER the
depth of field (how much is in focus in your photo) will be. It’s a little confusing,
but once you understand it, it can dramatically improve how you take pictures!

By the same token - if you close the aperture or raise the setting, you will give yourself a much
wider and deeper depth of field. More of your photo will be in focus. It’s easier to use a higher
number aperture to take photos of larger groups of people. Sometimes a good rule of
thumb is to set your aperture at the number of people you have in the photo
- or at least use that as a starting point. It’s fun to start to see what your
camera can do! Play with some of those dials. If you have a point and shoot
camera you can still adjust some of the settings to start to make improvements to your photos!

Make sure you take a little time to read the manual (or at least the quick start guide)
that came with your camera! I know, sounds radical, but at least Google some of the
things your camera can do! These days you only have to get to your computer for
some great online photography workshops and classes! Check them out and see what
you find - there are a TON even for free and low cost.

Now, it’s time to show what you know! When you learn just a FEW simple things, you really can
make a BIG difference in the kinds of pictures you take. Start to move closer to you
main subject and see what kind of difference that makes - you will be really surprised
at how much more focused your photos will look - and then how much more
FOCUS your pages will have! Try it! A little bit of focus goes a long way!
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