
LICI BIRDING & BIKING PROMOTION 
BIRDING LIST 

 
County: Sheboygan 
 
Contact Name: 
 
 
 Name of Wildlife Area: Elwood H May Environmental Park 
 

Description (no more than 150 words): The park is 120 acres with diverse habitats consisting of a 
restored prairie, wetlands, Pigeon River corridor, coniferous and deciduous forests--with 
bird watching being one of our top park activities. Our site was recently listed in a survey 
by the Sheboygan Press as the #1 wildlife viewing location in Sheboygan County. 
 
Phone:920-459-3906 
 
Web: http://www.gomaywood.org/ 
 
Signature Species: 
 
Rare Species: 
 
Seasonality: Open all year 
 
Parking: Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging: Sheboygan 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Wildlife Area: Sheboygan Marsh State Wildlife Area 
 

Description (no more than 150 words): This mix of state and county land is a vast wetland and 

marsh complex of lowland hardwoods, swamp and deep marsh with stands of cedar and 
tamarack. You’ll want to rent a canoe or kayak at the park lodge and explore this 
property from the water. Part of the property is a closed refuge, offering sanctuary to 

birds and animals, and is strictly off-limits to visitors. From Sandhill Cranes and bitterns 
in the wetlands, to Upland Sandpipers in the uplands, the diversity of birds will inspire 

you to return in all seasons of the year. 
 
Phone: 920/457-9491 
 
Web:visitsheboygan.com 
 

Signature Species: Red-tailed Hawk, Sora Rail, and Yellow-headed Blackbird. 
 

Rare Species: Broad-wing Hawk, Least Bittern, and American Egret 
 

Seasonality: Open all year 
 

http://www.gomaywood.org/


Parking: Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging: Elkhart Lake 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Wildlife Area: Kettle Moraine State Forest Northern Unit & Kettle Moraine Red Oaks State Natural 

Area 
 
Description (no more than 150 words): This 316-acre SNA lies within the 29,000- acre Northern Unit of the 

Kettle Moraine State Forest. It is mature dry mesic forest of basswood, sugar maple, white ash, white oak and 
black cherry. Red oak dominates the canopy while the ground layer has many species of plants and shrubs, from 
orchids to ferns. This diversity is very attractive to rare birds such as the Acadian Flycatcher, Red-shouldered 
Hawk, and Cerulean Warbler. Owls, warblers, and Scarlet Tanagers are also found here. The State Forest is 
rolling, wooded hills dotted with lakes. It offers much to the nature lover, including nature programs. 
 
Phone: 920/457-9491 
 
Web:visitsheboygan.com 
 
Signature Species: Eastern Wood Pewee, and Ovenbird.  
 
Rare Species: Acadian flycatcher, Red-shouldered Hawk, and Cerulean Warbler.  
 

Seasonality: Open all year 
 

Parking: Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging: Plymouth 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Wildlife Area: Evergreen Park 
 
Description (no more than 150 words): Evergreen Park is one of three county parks in this area, making for a 

diverse combination of habitats that draw in many species of birds. It is located just east of Lake Michigan and 
attracts large numbers of songbirds during migration. The park contains mostly evergreens, but the Pigeon River 
cuts through the park offering grassy banks with some shrubbery that attracts flycatchers, White-crowned, Clay-
colored and Harris sparrows, and wading birds. In the hardwood areas, look for warblers of all types. Evergreen 
is contiguous with Maywood Park, and Quarry Park is located across the street 
 
Phone: 920/457-9491 
 
Web:visitsheboygan.com 
 
Signature Species: Screech, Barred, and Great-horned Owls. 
 
Rare Species: Hooded Warbler, Veery, and Yellow-bellied Woodpecker.  
 

Seasonality: Open all year 
 

Parking: Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging: Sheboygan 
 



____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Wildlife Area: North Point Park 
 
Description (no more than 150 words):  
 

This city park is located north of the Sheboygan Yacht Club on a rocky peninsula that juts out into Lake 
Michigan. From the overlook, you can see an exceptional array of birds, especially during spring and fall 
migrations. Birds you may see include Horned and Eared Grebes, Long-tailed and Harlequin Ducks, eiders as 
well as Glaucous, Laughing and Little Gulls, and Black-bellied and American Golden Plovers. Snowy Owls are 
seen here in early winter along with Purple Sandpipers.  

 
Phone: 920/457-9491 
 
Web:visitsheboygan.com 
 
Signature Species: Shorebirds and gulls.  
 
Rare Species: King and Common Eider, Sabine’s Gull, and Purple Sandpiper. 

 

Seasonality: Open all year 
 

Parking: Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging: Sheboygan 
 

 
 
 
LICI BIRDING & BIKING PROMOTION 

BIRDING LIST 
County:  Kewaunee  
 
Contact Name:  Kewaunee County Promotions and Recreation Department 
 
1.  Algoma Harbor 
Algoma’s commercial and sportfishing fleets have long harbored in the mouth of the Ahnapee River. The boat 
traffic along the lakefront is picturesque, as is a stroll along the city’s breakwater. The red steel lighthouse on 
the north breakwater pier is a Great Lakes icon. The harbor area is usually a clatter of gulls, particularly when 
the fishing tugs return with a catch of whitefish or chubs. Grebes and teal can also be seen on the wing above 
the harbor. Walk the sandy beaches south of town for more avian adventures.  
 
Phone: 920/487-5203  
 
Web: www.algoma.org  
 
Signature Species: Green and Blue-wing Teal, and Pied-billed Grebe.  
 
Rare Species: Red-throated Loon, Scoters, and Bonaparte’s Gull.  
 
Seasonality: Open all year.  
 



Parking: Parking lot.  
 
Nearest food & lodging: In Algoma. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  C.D. Buzz Besadny State Wildlife Area 
This 2,276-acre wildlife area is easy to find and use. Numerous upland and lowland shrub and old-field species 
of birds can be found here. Emergent marsh areas in the lower reaches of the Kewaunee River are good for 
waterfowl, bitterns, and herons. A mixed forest known as Lipsky’s Swamp holds a variety of more northern 
species such as Winter Wren, White-throated Sparrow, and Nashville and Mourning warblers. Little Scarboro 
Creek on the northern end of the property has shrubby areas and old-field grasslands that attract Alder 
Flycatchers and Claycolored Sparrows. It is especially rich during spring and fall migrations, but is a great place 
to visit in the winter when the birding can be very rewarding.  
 
Phone: 920/683-4926  
 
Web: dnr.wi.gov/org/land/wildlife  
 
Signature species: Vesper and Field Sparrow, Alder Flycatcher, and Black-billed Cuckoo.  
 
Rare Species: Varied Thrush, Townsend’s Solitaire, and Bohemian Waxwing.  
 
Seasonality: Open year-round.  
 
Parking: Provided.  
 
Nearest food & lodging: In Kewaunee. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Besadny Anadromous Fish Facility 
Although this DNR facility concentrates on fish, not birds, it is a fascinating watchable wildlife opportunity. 
From the facility’s accessible deck and paved walkway, visitors can watch as trout and salmon swimming up the 
Kewaunee River to spawn are diverted by a barrier and fish ladder into large holding ponds. An underwater 
window frames this watery spectacle. Rainbow trout spawning runs are best April through August. Brown trout 
run in late September through November, and salmon runs are best from October through November. During 
peak runs, hundreds of large fish splash and jump as they fight their way up the ladder. Fish spawning (egg-
taking) plays a vital role in maintaining the Great Lakes sport fishery for coho and Chinook salmon, steelhead 
and brown trout. Because the streams get too warm for the young trout or salmon to survive, the DNR spawns 
the adults, hatches the eggs, and rears them at state fish hatcheries.  
 
Phone: 414/388-1025  
 
Web: dnr.wi.gov/org/water  
 
Signature species: Steelhead and brown trout, Coho and Chinook salmon.  
 
Seasonality: Site open daily, dawn to dusk. March - December 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  Kewaunee Harbor & Marsh Walk 
This compelling walkway combines a beautiful Lake Michigan harbor, the Kewaunee River, wetlands and river 
marshes. This spot is one of the county’s best birding sites, but is often overlooked. The harbor is especially 



avianrich during the fall, winter and spring when the migration is in play, and where there is open water in the 
winter. The walkway covers 2,430 feet, of which 980 feet are a wooden boardwalk that takes you through the 
heart of the Kewaunee River Marsh. There is a wooden deck with benches where you can relax and enjoy this 
beautiful site.  
 
Phone: 920/388-5000  
 
Web: www.cityofkewaunee.org  
 
Signature species: American Woodcock and Common Snipe.  
 
Rare species: Great and Lesser Black-backed, Glaucous, Iceland and Thayer’s gulls.  
 
Seasonality: Open all year.  
 
Parking: Parking lot.  
 
Nearest food & lodging: In Kewaunee. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.   Bruemmerville County Park 
This 80 acre county park is home to Winter Wrens and Pileated Woodpeckers. It is a mix of habitat including 
grasslands, scrub forest, and hardwood forest.  The Kewaunee River meanders within the park, providing 
habitat for many species of river-loving birds. A trail system accesses the park’s varied terrain. The park is a 
peaceful refuge that can produce a large number of avian species, especially during spring and fall migrations. A 
drive along the western side of the property leads to the Buzz Besadny Anadromous Fish Facility. Hiking trails 
can be found near the hatchery parking lot to access the Kewaunee River. 
 
Phone:  920/388-0444 
 
Web:  www.kewauneeco.org/rec 
 
Signature Species:  Green Heron, Belted Kingfisher, and Eastern Kingbird. 
 
Rare Species:  Warbling Vireo, Bohemian Waxwing, and Northern Shrike. 
 
Seasonality: Open Year Round 
 
Parking: Parking Lot 
 
Nearest food and lodging: City of Kewaunee 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Ahnapee State Trail 
The Ahnapee State Trail is a 44-mile former railroad bed from Kewaunee north to Casco, Algoma and ending in 
Sturgeon Bay in Door County. The trail follows the meanders of the Ahnapee River along farm fields, meadows, 
marshes, bogs and grasslands.  It’s a quiet walk or bike ride through some beautiful habitat that attracts many 
interesting and colorful birds, as well as deer, fox and other native wildlife. Summer butterflies are abundant. 
The Ahnapee is a multi-use trail that welcomes hikers, bikers and horseback riders in ummer, and X-C skiers 
and snowmobilers in winter. Remember, those on foot always have the right of way. 
 



Phone:  920/388-0444 
 
Web:  www.kewauneeco.org/rec 
 
Signature Species:  White throated Sparrow, Orchard Oriole, and American Goldfinch. 
 
Rare Species: 
 
Seasonality:  Open Year Round 
 
Parking:  Available Throughout Trail System 
 
Nearest food and lodging:  Kewaunee, Luxemburg, Casco, Algoma, Maplewood, Sturgeon Bay 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Red River County Park 
Just off Highway 57 between Green Bay and Sturgeon Bay, Red River Park has a boat ramp onto the Bay of 
Green Bay, playground facilities, a small sand beach, and picnic area with a shelter, picnic tables and grills.   
Providing a scenic view of the mouth of Red River and the Bay it is a place to relax just off the highly traveled 
route to Door County. 
  
Phone:  920/388-0444 
 
Web:  www.kewauneeco.org/rec 
 
Signature Species:  (Jean input?) 
 
Rare Species: (Jean input?) 
 
Seasonality:  Open Year Round 
 
Parking:  Parking Available 
 
Nearest food and lodging:  Dyckesville 
 
 

LICI BIRDING & BIKING PROMOTION 
BIRDING LIST 

 
County:  Calumet County 
 
Contact Name:  Dena Mooney 
 
 
Name of Wildlife Area:  High Cliff State Park & High Cliff Escarpment Natural Area 
 
Description (no more than 150 words):  This state park is the only state-owned recreational area on Lake 
Winnebago, Wisconsin’s largest inland lake.  The park offers a marina, historic site, 112 campsites and a group 
campground, 8.5 miles of walking trails, and an accessible cabin and trail designed for people with disabilities.  
Lake Winnebago draws in large rafts of waterfowl during migrations in the spring and fall.  The State Natural 
Area features both shaded and exposed cliff habitats along the Niagara Escarpment, talus slopes supporting 



wet-mesic forest, more than a mile of Lake Winnebago shoreline, and outstanding examples of conical and 
effigy mounds in the level woodland about the escarpment. 
 
Phone:  920.989.1106 
 
Web:  http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/highcliff/  
 
Signature Species:  Tundra Swan, Turkey Vulture, Purple Martin, American Bald Eagle, American White Pelican, 
Bluebird, Northern Parula Warbler, Redbreasted Nuthatch, Black-capped Chickadee, Osprey, Eastern 
Meadowlark, Bobolink, and Owls (Sawhet, Barred, Screech and Great Horned) 
 
Rare Species:  Snow Bunting, Winter Wren, Orchard Oriole, Dickcissel, Upland Sandpiper, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Loons (spring) and Northern Shrike 
 
Seasonality:  Open all year.  State park vehicle admission sticker required. 
 
Parking:  Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging:  Sherwood, Chilton, Menasha 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Wildlife Area:  Calumet County Park 
 
Description (no more than 150 words):  This lovely 200-acre county park is located due south of High Cliff State 
Park on the eastern shore of Lake Winnebago.  It offers 71 campsites, a marina and boat launch, a concession 
building, five miles of hiking/mountain biking trails, and historic Indian effigy mounds.  It boasts the best 
warbler viewing in the county including Connecticut, Prairie and Black-throated Blues.  Look for small 
shorebirds feeding along the beaches in spring and fall as well as many species of ducks just off shore.  
American White Pelicans nest on this lake and are interesting to see as they fly in graceful formations 
overhead. 
 
Phone:  920.849.1494 or 920.439.1008 
 
Web:  www.calumetcountyparks.com 
 
Signature Species:  Tennessee Warbler, Scarlet Tanager, Warbling Vireo, Northern Oriole and Purple Martin 
 
Rare Species:  Winter Wren, Osprey and Pileated Woodpecker 
 
Seasonality:  Open all year 
 
Parking:  Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging:  Sherwood, Chilton, Menasha 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Wildlife Area:  Brillion Nature Center 
 
Description (no more than 150 words):  The Brillion Nature Center features a large march, pond, and trails for 
viewing wildlife.  It’s a great place to watch ducks, Sandhill Cranes, herons and nesting Osprey.  Aquatic insects 
and frogs can be found in Jason’s Pond.  Wisconsin fish, reptiles, and amphibians can be viewed inside the 
nature center.  There’s a boardwalk trail to a viewing platform.  Trails also lead to a marsh overlook.  Watch for 



mink and muskrats in and along the pond edges.  The 25-year old prairie restoration here draws a mix of 
grassland birds and butterflies.  Special events and programs are held throughout the year and are listed on the 
center’s website 
 
Phone:  920.756.3591 
 
Web:  http://www.brillionnaturecenter.net/ 
 
Signature Species:  Osprey, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Sedge Wren, Bluebird, Scarlet Tanager and Indigo Bunting 
 
Rare Species:  Least Bittern, American Egret, Prothonotary Warbler, Yellow-billed and Black-billed Cuckoos and 
Northern Shrike   
 
Seasonality:  Open all year 
 
Parking:  Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging:  Brillion 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Wildlife Area:  Brillion State Wildlife Area 
 
Description (no more than 150 words):  This 4,800-acre property offers 6.5 miles of trails for hiking and birding.  
There are many species of birds on the marsh, but of particular interest is the county’s largest population of 
Sandhill Cranes.  A boardwalk trail leads to a large viewing platform that extends out into the marsh.  From 
here you can view the cranes as well as nesting Osprey.  Black Terns fly over the marshes and Long-billed Marsh 
Wrens call from the cattails.  Listen for the melodious screech of Yellow-headed Blackbirds as they call from 
watery perches in the marshes.  Both the North Branch of the Manitowoc River and Spring Creek flow through 
the property.  
 
Phone:  920.832.1804 
 
Web:  http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/WildlifeAreas/brillion.html 
 
Signature Species:  Osprey, Sandhill Crane, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Long-billed Marsh Wren, Warblers, 
Woodcock and Sora Rail 
 
Rare Species:  Peregrine Falcon, Upland Sandpiper, Henslow’s Sparrow, Short-eared Owls and Northern 
Goshawk   
 
Seasonality:  Open all year 
 
Parking:  Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging:  Brillion 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Wildlife Area:  Killsnake State Wildlife Area 
 
Description (no more than 150 words):  At approximately 7,000-acres in size, the Killsnake State Wildlife Area is 
a favorite place for wildlife viewers because of the rivers, marshes, brushy areas and sizeable cedar swamp that 
harbor a diverse avian population.  The property extends east into Manitowoc County.  Its water resources 
include the Manitowoc, Killsnake and Cedar Rivers.  There are prairie restorations and old grassy fields that 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/WildlifeAreas/brillion.html


attract many grassland birds as well as interesting mammals, like badgers.  During the spring waterfowl 
migrations, the flooded fields fill with Tundra Swans and ducks of many types, including Pintails, Widgeon, 
Shovelers, Scaup, Ringneck, Blue and Green Teal. In the fall and winter, look for Short-eared Owls hunting over 
the meadows.  In winter, look for Roughlegged Hawks while Snow Buntings, Horned Larks and Lapland 
Longspurs flock along roadsides and in fields.  
 
Phone:  920.832.1804 
 
Web:  http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/WildlifeAreas/killsnake.html 
 
Signature Species:  Sedge Wren, Northern Harrier, Grasshopper Sparrow, Bobolink, American Bald Eagle and 
Sora Rail   
 
Rare Species:  Upland Sandpiper, Wilson’s Phalarope, Dickcissel and Northern Shrike   
 
Seasonality:  Open all year 
 
Parking:  Parking lots 
 
Nearest food and lodging:  Chilton 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Wildlife Area:  Ledge View County Park & Nature Center 
 
Description (no more than 150 words):  This 104-acre county park is home to the Ledge View Nature Center.  
The park has a 60-foot observation tower, an abandoned Niagara dolostone quarry, three natural caves, an 
arboretum and 2.5 miles of hiking trails.  There is an exhibit building with live animals and museum quality 
interactive educational exhibits on the Niagara Escarpment, bats, lake sturgeon and birds.  Hike on your own or 
join one of the naturalists for a bird hike.  Explore the caves with a guide or climb the observation tower to get 
a bird’s-eye view of the area.  The escarpment is so named because it runs west from Niagara Falls, disappears 
under Lake Erie, reappears in Door County and runs south through eastern Wisconsin. 
 
Phone:  920.849.7094 
 
Web:  www.calumetcountyparks.com 
 
Signature Species:  Red-bellied Woodpecker, Eastern Wood Pewee, Indigo Bunting, Scarlet Tanager, Field 
Sparrow and Eastern Bluebird 
 
Rare Species:  Pileated Woodpecker, Henslow’s Sparrow and Grasshopper Sparrow 
 
Seasonality:  Open all year 
 
Parking:  Parking lot 
 
Nearest food and lodging:  Chilton 
 

BIRDING LIST 
 

Door County 
 

Wildlife Area:  Jackson Harbor Town Park & State Natural Area 

 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/WildlifeAreas/killsnake.html


Description: Washington Island, off the tip of Door County’s thumb, has fewer than 700 fulltime residents and 

is about 22- square miles in size. The slow paced lifestyle on the island lends itself easily to bird watching. On 

arrival, pick up a free copy of A Guide to the Birds of Washington Island. Of the many island parks, the 75-acre 

Jackson Harbor Town park is a good place to begin your birding adventure. It’s a nice mix of low sandy beach 

and dunes that grades to low ridges and swales, and then to conifer and mixed hardwood forest. This 

combination of habitat harbors a nice diversity of birds. 

 

Signature species: Ovenbird, Black-throated Green Warbler, and Common Raven. 

Rare Species: Merlin, Common Merganser, and Common Goldeneye 

 

Directions: Take the Washington Island Ferry from Northport on the tip of the Door County thumb. The Jackson 

Harbor Town Park is located in the northwest corner of the island 

 

Phone:  920-847-2522 

 

Web: www.washingtonisland.com or www.wisferry.com 

 

Seasonality: Open all year – weather dependent ferry from mainland 

 

Parking: Provided lot 

 

Nearest food and lodging: Washington Island  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Wildlife Area: Newport State Park 

 

Description: This 2,373-acre state park is Wisconsin’s only designated wilderness park. The park’s  evergreen 

and hardwood forests, meadows and wetlands are framed on one side by 11 miles of 

Lake Michigan shoreline. With just 16 backpack campsites, 38 miles of trails for hiking, and 16 miles of biking 

trails, Backpack camping is also available in winter, as are 26 miles of 

cross-county ski trails. The park has an excellent nature center and interpretive programs to  foster birding and 

wildlife viewing. 

 

Signature Species: Blackthroated Green Warbler, American Redstart, and Ovenbird. 

 

Rare Species: Black-throated Blue Warbler and Great Blackbacked Gull. 

 

Directions: From Ellison Bay, follow Hwy 42 east 2 miles to County NP (Newport Dr.) 3 miles to the park 

entrance. 

 

Phone: 920-854-2500 

 

Web: dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks 

 

Seasonality: Open all year 

 

Parking: Provided 

 

Nearest Food & Lodging: Ellison Bay, Gills Rock, Rowleys Bay 

 

Fees: State Park fees apply 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Wildlife Area: Potawatomi State Park 

 

Description: Straddling the shoreline bluffs along the bay, Potawatomi State Park offers two miles of Lake 

Michigan shoreline dotted with granite boulders. The rocky bluffs and shorelines and deep, lush forests provide 

habitat for numerous species of native flora and fauna. Bird watchers and nature enthusiasts will find 9 miles of 

hiking trails that access this 1,225-acre property.  A 75-foot observation tower delivers spectacular views – all 

the way to Chambers Island, some 20 miles to the northeast. 

 

Signature species: Bald Eagle, Osprey, Scarlet Tanager, and Common Goldeneye 

 

Directions: From Hwy 57-42 south of Sturgeon Bay, turn north on County PD 2.5 miles to the park entrance 

 

Phone: 920-746-2890 

 

Web: dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks 

 

Seasonality: Open all year 

 

Parking: Provided 

 

Nearest food & lodging: Sturgeon Bay, Southern Door 

 

Fee: State Park fees apply 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Wildlife Area: Ridges Sanctuary & State Natural Area 

 

Description: The Ridges Sanctuary is a pristine natural area of exceptional quality. Founded in 1937, it’s the 

oldest nature preserve in Wisconsin. This 1,440-acre property provides a glimpse of what much of Door County 

looked like prior to European settlement. Five miles of hiking trails take you over rustic bridges through some of 

the 30 sandy ridges formed by wind and Lake Michigan wave action over the past 1,400 years. Wet swales and 

boreal forest draw songbirds to the area. Unusual plants,  including 25 species of orchids and the rare dwarf lake 

iris, are found on the property. Buy a new field guide at the nature store or join a staff naturalist on a tour of this 

beautiful property. 

 

Signature species: Whitethroated Sparrow, Pine Warbler, American Redstart, Ovenbird and Northern 

Waterthrush. 

 

Rare Species: Canada Warbler, Golden-crowned Kinglet, and Northern Parula Warbler. 

 

Directions: From Hwy 57 on the north side of Baileys Harbor, turn east on County Q. The Ridges is the first 

driveway on the right. 

 

Phone: 920-839-2802 

 

Web: www.ridgesanctuary.org 

 

Seasonality: Open all year 

 

Parking: Provided 

 

Nearest food & lodging: Baileys Harbor 

 

Fees: $3 adults, children free 

 



_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Wildlife Area: Rock Island State Park 

 

Description: Rock Island State Park has miles of excellent shoreline and hiking trails where both waterfowl and 

upland birds are found. 

 

Phone: 920-847-2235 

 

Web: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/rockisland/ 

 

Signature Species: Waterfowl and upland birds are found 

 

Seasonality: Can only access Memorial Day through Columbus Day 

 

Parking: Foot traffic only.  Access to the park is by either private watercraft or the passenger ferry Karfi from 

Jackson Harbor’s State Dock. Rock Island State Park has no entry fee, but there is a ferry fee. 

 

Nearest food and lodging: Washington Island 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Wildlife Area:  Peninsula Park State Park & Weborg Point 

 

Contact: Katheleen Harris 

 

Description: Weborg Point and Peninsula Park Beech Forest SNA are two exceptional sites within the 3,776-

acre boundary of Peninsula State Park. Weborg Point is a mixture of sedge meadow, conifer forest and open 

water facing Strawberry Channel. It provides habitat for all types of water birds including herons and egrets, 

gulls, shorebirds, and Marsh Wrens. The Beech Forest SNA straddles the Niagara escarpment. Dry forest 

dominates the edge of the escarpment, while mesic forest of American beech, sugar maple and hemlock are 

found on the uplands overlooking Green Bay. Peninsula State Park also contains 9 miles of bike trails, 20 miles 

of hiking trails, 472 campsites, an observation tower, summer theater, an 18-hole golf course, and historic Eagle 

Buff Lighthouse.  

 

Signature Species: Warblers, Sora Rail, Swamp Sparrow, and Pileated Woodpecker 

 

Directions: Park entrances are located on Hwy 42 at Fish Creek and Ephraim  

 

Phone: 920-868-3258 

 

Web: dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks 

 

Seasonality: Open all year 

 

Parking: Provided 

 

Nearest food & lodging: Fish Creek & Ephraim 

 

Fee: State Park fees apply 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Wildlife Area: Whitefish Dunes State Park, State Natural Area & Cave Point County Park 



 

Contact : Carolyn Rock 

 

Description: This 865-acre day-use state park preserves the largest and most significant Great Lakes dunescape 

in Wisconsin. The lakeshore is spectacular here; a boardwalk takes you through the active and stabilized dunes. 

The park also offers a nature center, three archaeological sites and interpretive programs for the public. To the 

north, Cave Point County Park features picturesque limestone sea caves. Diverse habitats and a Great Lakes 

locale make birding on these properties ideal. You can find waterfowl of all kinds, Rough-winged Swallows, and 

Blue-gray Gnatcatchers. 

 

Signature Species: Common Goldeneye and Bufflehead Duck 

 

Rare Species: Snowy Owl, Bonaparte’s Gull, and Caspian Tern 

 

Directions: From Sturgeon Bay, take Hwy 57 north to Valmy. One mile past Valmy turn east on Clark Lake 

Road 3 miles to the park entrance. 

 

Phone: 920-823-2400 

 

Web: dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks 

 

Seasonality: Open all year 

 

Parking: Parking lots 

 

Nearest food & lodging:  Jacksonport and Valmy 

 

Fees: State Park fees apply 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wildlife Area: Baileys Harbor Bird City 

 

Contact Name: Baileys Harbor Visitors Center 

 

Description: Over 63 Bird Species have been observed in the Ridges Sanctuary. The Town of Baileys Harbor is 

abundant in natural and recreational resources. The waters of Lake Michigan and the rivers and streams that 

empty into it support approximately 150 species of fish. More than 90 species of birds have been recorded as 

potentially breeding within the town. Baileys Harbor is the most biologically diverse municipality in the state 

and is home to many federal and state endangered and protected species. Large portions of the town are forested 

or considered environmentally sensitive, and much of these are in permanent conservation due to ownership by 

The Ridges Sanctuary, The Nature Conservancy, the Door County Land Trust, University of Wisconsin, and the 

State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 

 

Signature Species: Black-capped Chickadee, American Redstart, Midwest Crane, 

 

Rare Species: Osprey and Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Mute and Tundra Swans 

 

Phone: 920-256-1980 

 

Web: www.baileysharbor.com/baileys-harbor-bird-city or Baileys Birders can be followed on facebook at 

www.facebook.com/BaileysBirders 

 

Nearest food and lodging: Baileys Harbor 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

Wildlife Area: Village of Egg Harbor 

 

Description: The Village of Egg Harbor has been officially designated a Bird City 

 

Phone:920-868-3717 

 

Web: http://www.villageofeggharbor.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={B73CAD9A-890A-4F4C-86ED-

AD5C70D436E2} 

 

Nearest food and lodging: Village of Egg Harbor 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wildlife Area: Village of Ephraim 

 

Description: The Ephraim Business Council teamed up with Peninsula State Park and the Village of Ephraim to 

gain Bird City designation for the village. Bird City Wisconsin encourages communities to implement sound bird 

conservation practices and gives public recognition to communities that protect and enhance bird habitat.  

 

Phone:  Summer 920-854-4989, Winter 920-854-4989 

 

Web: http://www.ephraim-doorcounty.com/pdf/ephraim_brochure.pdf 

 

Nearest food and lodging: Village of Ephraim 

 

 

MANITOWOC COUNTY 
BIRDING LIST 

 
County: Manitowoc 
 
Contact Name: 
 
 
Name of Wildlife Area: Cherney Maribel Caves County Park 
 
Description (no more than 150 words): This 75-acre park on the West Twin River has a rugged cliff line 
running parallel to the river. The bluffs contain caves and openings in the rock layers where interesting plants 
can be found. The remainder of the property consists of rolling hills, wooded uplands and lowlands. The park 
is known for its significant geological features that were formed by the glaciers. While exploring this park, 
keep an eye out for Rough-winged Swallows, Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos, and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. 
 
Phone: 920-683-4185 
 
Web: http://www.manitowoccounty.com/recreation/cherney.asp 
 
Signature Species: Songbirds, wildflowers and ferns. 
 
Rare Species: Winter Wren, Eastern Phoebe, Pileated Woodpecker, and walking fern. 
 
Seasonality: Open all year. 
 
Parking: Parking lot. 

http://www.manitowoccounty.com/recreation/cherney.asp


 
Nearest food and lodging: In Maribel, Denmark, Mishicot, and Manitowoc 
 

 
Name of Wildlife Area: Collins Marsh State Wildlife Area 
 
Description (no more than 150 words): Lying in the western part of the county, Collins Marsh is 4,214 acres of 
forest, cattail marsh and shrub-carr. These habitats combine to attract a wide variety of birds including 
Whimbrels, American Avocets, Tundra Swans, Veery, Wood Thrushs, and Prothonotary Warblers. Climb the 
viewing tower for a bird’s-eye view of this property, or rent a canoe (available from Collins Marsh) and 
explore on your own. 
 
Phone: 920-772-4258 
 
Web: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/WildlifeAreas/collins.html 
 
Signature Species: Wetland species and raptors. 
 
Rare Species: Yellow-headed Blackbird, Black and Forester’s Terns, Osprey, and Bald Eagles. 
 
Seasonality: Open all year. 
 
Parking: 
 
Nearest food and lodging: In Collins, Reedsville & Manitowoc 
 

 
Name of Wildlife Area: Point Beach State Forest 
 
Description (no more than 150 words): Point Beach State Forest is 2,900 acres of upland and lowland mixed 
forest, sedge meadow, sand dunes and beach along Lake Michigan. There are ancient beach ridges and 
swales to explore on the forest’s six miles of trail. This working forest is teeming with birds that find shelter 
here from the brisk winds off the lake. Worm-eating Warblers, Yellow-breasted Chats, and Blackburnian 
Warblers hunt insects in the treetops, while great rafts of waterfowl drift along the lake. The Rawley Point 
lighthouse is the tallest (113-feet) octagonal skeletal light tower, and the only one of its kind on the Great 
Lakes.  
 
Phone: 920-794-7480 
 
Web: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/pointbeach/ 
 
Signature Species: Songbirds, gulls, terns and waterfowl. 
 
Rare Species: Pine and Hooded Warbler, and Acadian Flycatcher. 
 
Seasonality: Open all year. 
 
Parking: Parking lot. 
 
Nearest food and lodging: In Two Rivers and Manitowoc. 
 

 
Name of Wildlife Area: Neshota Park 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/WildlifeAreas/collins.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/pointbeach/


 
Description (no more than 150 words): This harbor setting is a great place to look for unusual gulls, diving 
ducks and more. Using the Mariners and Rawley’s Point hiking and biking trails, you can travel to both 
Woodland Dunes Nature Center and Point Beach State Forest from here. Long-tailed ducks, mergansers, and 
several other duck species are common in the harbor. In winter, boat traffic keeps the harbor from freezing 
over providing sanctuary for many unusual species of gulls.  
 
Phone: 920-683-4530 
 
Web: www.ci.two-rivers.wi.us 
 
Signature Species: Waterfowl and shorebirds. 
 
Rare Species: Greater Blackbacked, Glaucous, Iceland, and Thayers Gulls. 
 
Seasonality: Open all year. 
 
Parking: Parking lot. 
 
Nearest food and lodging: In Two Rivers. 
 

 
Name of Wildlife Area: Woodland Dunes Nature Center & State Natural Area 
 
Description (no more than 150 words): Woodland Dunes is one of the premier birding areas in the county. 
Located between Manitowoc and Two Rivers, this 1,200-acre reserve offers boardwalks, observation areas 
and 6 miles of hiking trails to explore its woodlands, meadows and marshes. Common avian residents 
include ten species of sparrows, Ruffed Grouse, Acadian Flycatcher, and White-eyed Vireo. The State Natural 
Area highlights the ancient ridges and swales that are found near the lakeshore. Many ridges are timbered 
with aspen, white birch, beech and hemlock trees. The tremendous variety of plant species found here 
attract many species of birds, especially warblers and thrushes.  
 
Phone: 920-793-4007 
 
Web: www.woodlanddunes.com http://woodlanddunes.org/index.php 
 
Signature Species: Songbirds, raptors, waterfowl, and shorebird. 
 
Rare Species: Osprey, Redshouldered Hawk, and Mourning Warbler. 
 
Seasonality: Open all year. 
 
Parking:  
 
Nearest food and lodging: In Two Rivers and Manitowoc. 
 

 
Name of Wildlife Area: Fisher Creek Conservation Area 
 
Description (no more than 150 words): This 160-acre site is a new addition to the Manitowoc County Park 
System. The property lies on both sides of Fischer Creek and is a mix of habitats including old field, lowland 
forest and shrub-carr. The property runs parallel to Lake Michigan. In spring and fall, thousands of migrating 
waterfowl can be seen from the bluffs above the lake. There is a system of hiking trails that take you into the 

http://www.ci.two-rivers.wi.us/
http://www.woodlanddunes.com/
http://woodlanddunes.org/index.php


interior of the property where you can enjoy Scarlet Tanagers, Red-bellied Woodpeckers, and Broad-winged 
Hawks.  
 
Phone: 920-683-4185 
 
Web: www.manitowoccounty.com/recreation/fischer.asp 
 
Signature Species: Waterfowl, songbirds, and hawks. 
 
Rare Species: Red-throated loon and Long-tailed Duck. 
 
Seasonality: Open all year. 
 
Parking: Parking lot 
 
Nearest food and lodging: In Cleveland and Manitowoc. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.manitowoccounty.com/recreation/fischer.asp

