may 15, 2022

H e r i ta g e H e r a l d
A We e k l y N e w s l e t te r fr o m He r ita g e Ba p tist Ch u r ch
E nd ico tt, Ne w Yo r k

Greetings!

Dear Friends and Members,
Pastor Caswell A. Reeves
HBC5923@GMAIL.COM

607-786-9496

Last Saturday was a work day in preparation for our seminary’s
graduation on Sunday, May 22. We appreciate the many hands
who came to “spring clean” the church building as well as Toepke
Hall. Following the work, we enjoyed an outdoor picnic.

website

www.heritagebaptistchurch.info

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday School, 10 AM
Sunday Morning, 11 AM
Sunday Evening, 6 PM
Wednesday Midweek, 7 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS
HBTS Graduation Weekend
SAT: Dissertation Defense
MAY 21, 10 AM
(Pastor Jacob Reeves)
SUN: Graduation
MAY 22, 6 PM

This weekend we are looking forward to attending the Bible Baptist
Theological Seminary’s graduation in Cromwell, Connecticut.
This seminary is under the authority of the Bible Baptist Church
where Dr. Thomas M. Strouse is the pastor.
The excavation behind the church continues. Last week we ran
into a number of springs that are continuing to gush water,
making a lot of mud. The goal is to divert this water around the
church’s property.

For the Discerning
subjective and objective

If ye will fear the LORD, and serve Him, and obey His voice,
and not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then
shall both ye and the king that reigneth over you continue
following the LORD your God: But if ye will not obey the
voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the
LORD, then shall the hand of the LORD be against you, as it
was against your fathers (1 Samuel 12:14-15).
This passage is taken from Samuel’s instructions for the
nation of Israel as they had desired and requested to be led
by a king like the nations around them. Contained in these
verses we can find a definition for serving the LORD; To
serve the LORD, we must fear Him, obey His voice, and
not rebel against Him.
This definition opens the door for an answer to the question
posed by Pontius Pilate and countless other unbelieving
skeptics... What is truth? Simply stated, truth is anything
from God’s words ...anything communicated by His voice
...anything commanded by Him. If God says something,
it is objective truth: the type of truth that is certain in and
of itself. According to Samuel, the benefit to the believer
is that not only he or she, but the king will continue on in
following the LORD. A believer will only be “entering in
...continued on page 3

MonthlyMemoryVerse
safe

“The fear of man
bringeth a snare:
but whoso putteth
his trust in the
LORD shall
be safe.”
Proverbs 29:25

Notable Historic
QUOTE

“Be courteous to all,
but intimate with few,
and let those few
be well tried
before you give them
your confidence.”
George Washington
(1732-1799)
1st PRESIDENT OF THE USA
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For the Discerning
continued...

at the strait gate” if the words of God are the set of directions
in use.
The first step in departure from obedience is often the subtle
shift from objective truth to subjective truth. Subjective truth
finds its certainty not in and of itself, but in the mind. This
could be described as the difference between precept and
preference, or as Paul described, ...after the commandments
and doctrines of men... Proud men will firmly, confidently,
and sometimes violently hold convictions which do not arise
solidly from God’s words. And weak, passive souls will follow
them without question.
As we have read from Samuel, the key to objective truth is to
discern where it came from. If it came from God’s words, it
should be obeyed. It is always true of its own merits. Pilate
apparently had become so wearied with subjective truth that
he did not know of any other kind. The danger for the local
church begins when the lines between precept and preference
are blurred...when subjective truth becomes a standard
alongside God’s objective truth. Today, many organizations
are masquerading as churches which have actually lost
their candlestick. They have allowed un- or quasi-Biblical
preferences to override God’s precepts. And God has departed
...continued on page 5
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F R O M T H E P U L P IT

Character to Live For
Daniel 1:8

Daniel is one of the most interesting and unusual man of character
recorded in the Bible. It has been said that there are things to die
for, but Daniel’s character is the kind of biblical character that
every Christian ought to strive to live for.
			
I.

He was a Biblicist (1:8)			
	A. 	Receiving God’s law			
B.

II.

Believing God’s law				

He was a Separatist (1:8)			
	A.
B.

Willing to separate - sanctified, set apart
Willing to be proved - holy, pure, clean (1:12)

III. He was of an Excellent Spirit (6:3)			
	A. 	Good work ethic - loyal (cf. Ephesians 6:5-8)
Every Christian ought to

B. 	Good attitude - respected (cf. Colossians 3:22-25)
IV.

	A.

strive to live

B.

and develop
the kind of
biblical character that
Daniel possessed.

He was Steadfast (6:10)			

V.

Not moved by the words and actions of men
Not moved by the fear of circumstances		

He was a Believer (6:23)			
	A.
B.

Putting his trust in God’s will			
Putting his life in God’s hands

It is to every Christian’s advantage to live and to develop the kind
of biblical character that Daniel possessed. This kind of character
begins by receiving Jesus Christ as one’s personal Savior.

Message by Dr. Caswell A. Reeves
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For the Discerning
continued...

from them. It usually only takes one respected or beloved
man or woman with strongly held preferences and a
passive group to turn a church apostate.
What is the defense? The example of the Bereans in Acts
chapter 17 is to ...search the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so... These folks were deemed noble as they
...received the word with all readiness of mind... But they
still checked it against God’s Words. No single man faced
with a congregation of Bible-searchers will get far with
false doctrine. It is so much simpler to deal with a problem
early, than to wait until it has taken root.
Are you vigilant? Do you study and verify? Has your life
become so full of the pursuit of mammon, of amassing
material wealth, and rising up early and staying up late that
you are uninterested in this noble Christian responsibility?
Are your early morning thoughts dominated by the chase
of the dollar? What is your first love? Do you care about
pure doctrine? Do you love your local assembly?
Be sober, be vigilant... Peter warned.


-Brad Baldwin
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H ERITAGE B A P TI S T T H E O L O GI C AL

S E M I N AR Y N E W S
The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto
us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. Deuteronomy 29:29

current schedule:*
January 31 - May, 2022

May 21, 2022

BIBLIOLOGY II

DISSERTATION DEFENSE

Dr. Keith A. Main
Monday evenings, 6:30-8 PM

May 22, 2022

ELEMENTARY GREEK II

HBTS GRADUATION

Dr. Keith A. Main
Monday evenings, 8-9:30 PM

r e comm e n d e d boo k s
By Dr. Caswell A. Reeves:
A Primer of Baptist History, Colossians and Philemon,
The Doctrine of Heaven’s Music, Proverbs: Healthy,
Wealthy, and Wise, Titus: Pastoral Instructions
By Dr. Keith A. Main:
The Doctrine of Spiritual Gifts
By Dr. Thomas M. Strouse:
Daniel, En Epheso, Genesis, Geocentricity, I Will Build
My Church: The Doctrine and History of the Baptists,
Jonah, The Lord God Hath Spoken (Bibliology), Petrine
Epistles, Psalm 1-41, Psalm 119, Having Then Gifts, I&II
Thessalonians, Revelation
By Dr. Noel A. Meadowcroft:
If Any Man Be In Christ

To purchase any of these or other suggested books, contact
Heritage Baptist Church (607-786-9496) or Bible Baptist
Church (860-229-5387).
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*all classes at HBC unless otherwise noted.

