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Admit it. You really
haven't fully committed
your life to Christ yet. You
love him yes. You love the
benefits associated with
having a relationship with
him. But deep down - in
your core - you really
haven't completely committed your life to him.
Admit it. You still love to
spend your money and
time on you first. You just
can't bring yourself to be
a cheerful and generous
giver to the church on either a consistent or inconsistent basis because
there's just to much other
stuff you can spend your
money and time on where
you can see a direct benefit to you. You know you
are to “do nothing out of
selfish ambition or vain
WORSHIP SERVICES
9:30 A.M. & 11 A.M.
PRAYER SERVICE
6 P.M. MONDAYS
BIBLE STUDY
6 P.M. WEDNESDAYS

www.freshstartchristian.com

July 2016

A Call to Worship
Evening service focused on praise and worship
Fresh Start began the 5:00 p.m.
service to provide an alternative for
those who are unable to attend at the
usual 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. service
times. Starting in February of this
year, the emphasis of the service
changed. Now, the monthly service is
dedicated almost exclusively to praise
and worship.
The service called

is not

intended to be a time of listening.
Rather, it is a time for active
participation in a corporate setting.
Rev. Carl Palmer describes the
service as “a living experience of
praise and worship.” According to
Sis. Carolyn Anderson, “It has truly
been a life changing experience.”

Maranda C. Willis
Everyone is invited to attend the
August 21, 2016 service and
worship with national recording
artist Maranda C. Willis.

A new sign was
installed on the grounds
of Fresh Start Christian
Church on May 19,
2016. The sign which
has a digital display
allows Fresh Start to
share information,
upcoming events and
scripture with the
community.
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A Fresh Word
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Pastor
Rev. James L. Henley, Jr.

Congratulations!!
Newlyweds

First Lady/Church Administrator
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Worship Services
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
3rd Sundays, 5 p.m.
Prayer Service
Mondays, 6 p.m.
Youth Choir &
Dance Ministry Practice
Saturdays before the first & third
Sundays, 10:30 a.m.
Work Out
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 p.m.
Bible Study
Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m.
Praise Team Practice
Wednesdays, 7:10 p.m.
Youth Night Out
3rd Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m.
(ages 5-12)
4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m.
(ages 13-18)
Girl Scouts
2nd and 4th Saturdays, noon
Couples Ministry
Second Friday of
January, April, July, October
7 p.m.
L.I.G.H.T.S. (Women;s Ministry)
Second Friday of
February, May, August, November
6 p.m.
A Fresh Word
next issue October 2016

Melcia Dobson and Harold Harris, Jr. were
married on May 28, 2016. Melcia is a
member of the Praise Team and regular Third
and Fourth Friday volunteer.

Ruth Imig and Wesley Pope were married on June 10, 2016
in Boring, Oregon. Wesley and Ruth are leader’s of the
Wednesday night Bible class and Children’s Church for the
six to ten age group at Fresh Start.

Pastor’s Corner, continued from Page 1
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests
but each of you to the interests of the others.” Philippians 2: 3-4NIV But something in you
just holds back. Admit it. You haven't changed. You still desire the things you desired before
encountering Jesus Christ. Admit it. “I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do
I do not do, but what I hate I do. . . . For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do
not want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I
who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. So I find this law at work: Although I want
to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see
another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner
of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from
this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ
our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a
slave to the law of sin.” Romans 7:15, 19-25 NIV Admit it. Yet, despite the struggle, you
know you are not who you used to be. Admit it. You struggle with not giving God more
because your heart has changed. Admit it. You have a void that only seems complete when
you find yourself doing what God wants you to do. Admit it. It is time. “Therefore, since we
are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out
for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before
him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne
of God.” Hebrews 12:1-2 NIV Admit it. You are ready for the abundant life. Admit it. It's
time for you to fully commit. “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:1-2 NIV It’s time. Admit it.
Pastor James L. Henley, Jr.
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Baptisms

Class of 2016
Sis. Jordan Henley
Belhaven University
May 7, 2016
Masters of Arts in
Teaching

Bro. Petrick T.
Young
Magna Cum Laude
Strayer University
May 13, 2016

Poetry Contest Winner
Shotgun House
Bro.s Xavier White, Joshua McGee, Jonathan McGee, Jordan McGee, Kolin
Bennett, TaMarcus Powell and Rashad Adams were baptized on April 24, 2016.

Sis. Jakyiah
Smith was
baptized on
June 12,
2016.

Sis. Paris Smith
was baptized on
June 12, 2016.

By: Effren Luckett, Jr.

I am a shotgun house.
I want kindness and care.
I can’t take care of myself.
I depend on others to take care of
me.
I need support when
I begin to come apart.
Like a house I need love and care.
Storms and disasters make me weak
And I want to fall down
But I never cave in.

Better not Bitter

By: Vivian Henley

Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive
others.

Colossians 3: 12 - 13 (New Living Translation)

Having decided to write about bitterness, I struggled to pick a memory to illustrate how God has worked in
this area of my life. Having been married for 28 years and having come from a family of ten children, there
are numerous examples. But, I can’t decide on one. Why? Because in order to overcome bitterness, I was
forced to face some ugly truths about myself. I had to admit to selfishness, being self-centered and
inconsiderate. The root of bitterness is emotional – it grows from being offended and feeling that something
that was not received was owed, deserved or due.
The key to overcoming bitterness is to allow God to make us better. Notice, the difference between better
and bitter is choosing to replace the letter “I” with the letter “E”. Instead of approaching life from an “I”,
“Me” and “Mine” viewpoint, we have to learn to replace the I with an E. E stands for the Eternal truth of
God’s word which provides comfort and instruction for every situation. The next time you feel a familiar
hurt, anger, or disappointment, chose to be better instead of bitter.

Fresh Start Christian Church

Making Christ Visible
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HIGHLIGHTS AND HAPPENINGS

Fresh Start Christian Church
members and friends enjoyed food
and fellowship at the Annual
Church Picnic on June 18, 2016.
New iron handrails have been
installed at the entry to the church.
New flooring has been installed in
the Children’s ministry area.

MAKING CHRIST VISIBLE

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Romans 10:9 NIV

