Forest Hill United Church
'open doors, open hearts, open minds'
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Easter Sunday
March 27, 2016 at 10 am

	“Most of us would prefer a cozy God to a God who 
	shatters our complacency.  Yet Easter is about a God who 	bursts tombs of the familiar, the ordinary and the 	mediocre.”
					William L. Wallace
					Festive Worship Collection

WELCOME to worship!  Thank you for joining us as we celebrate the good news of Easter.  There will be no Sunday School this morning.  Instead, the children and youth are invited to join us as we worship together at this very special time.  We hope that this service brings new insight to our Christian story and fills your heart with joy.  After worship, please join us for tea, coffee, juice, and cookies.

Forest Hill United Church is a safe place for all people to gather regardless of race, creed, age, cultural background, sexual orientation, or gender identity.  You are welcome here! 

Our greeter this morning is Brian Cassidy and Libby Cassidy,
our tellers are Bob Fisher and Lorna McKnight,
our hospitality host is May Houston,
and our music is led by Deborah Park and the FHUC Choir. 
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Gathering
At the **, you are asked to rise in body or in spirit. 

Prelude:	Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's Messiah 

Welcoming the Light

**Introit:		(Sung Together)		     #155 VU, verse 1

Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah!
our triumphant holy day, hallelujah!
who did once, upon the cross, hallelujah!
Suffer to redeem our loss.  Hallelujah!

Welcome

Call to Worship:	

	One:	It is early in the day 
		and we have discovered a great truth.
	All:	Jesus is risen.  He is risen indeed!
	One:	It is early in the day and we have gathered to give thanks.
	All:	Jesus is risen.  He is risen indeed!
	One:	As spring brings forth new life,
		as the egg hatches a new bird,
		as the bulbs bring forth new flowers,
		so God brings forth new promise, new life, new love.
	All:	Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Thanks be to God!

By George Allan from Gathering L/E 2016
 
Gathering Prayer:		(Spoken Together)

	Within moments our mood has changed, O God,
	from sorrow to bewilderment and then to joy.
	We don't understand it all yet but we know this much:
	you are the God of life; your love conquers sin and death;
	you give life to the world.  Hallelujah and amen.
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Scene One:	“The 'Borrowed' Donkey”	     

Puppet play by Kathy Gibb in Abindgon Press' Shout Hosanna!

**Opening Hymn: 	#187 VU  The Spring Has Come

Exploring

Scene Two:		“Jesus Says Good-bye”

Communion

When invited, please come forward to receive communion  
from either of the stations.  If you prefer, remain at your seat and a server will come to you.  The bread used today is gluten-free so we can all eat from the same loaf.

Special Music:	"He Shall Feed His Flock"  		 Julie Grant
			from Handel's Messiah 	

Scene Three:			“Jesus Had a Sad Heart”

Hymn of Reflection:		#166 VU  Joy Comes with the Dawn

Words from Our Bible:					Jula Hughes

	Luke 24:1-12 		The Resurrection of Jesus

	One:	We hear the words and we believe.
	All:	Thanks be to God! 

Scene Four:		“He Isn't Here!”

Responsive Prayer:		(Said Together)

	Everlasting God, let us like those first disciples,
	praise your name by carrying out your work.
	May we open ourselves to receive the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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Special Music:	“Lord, the Light of Your Love”       FHUC  Choir
			by G. Kendrick

Responding

Presentation of Our Gifts

**Offering Verse: 	(Sung Together)        #179 VU, Refrain & Verse 2

Hallelujah, hallelujah.  Give thanks to the risen Christ.
Hallelujah, hallelujah!  Give praise to God's name.

Spread the good news o'er all the earth:
Jesus has died and is risen.

Prayer over the Gifts

	One:	Holy One, we are an Easter people!
	All:	We believe that faith can move mountains 
		and that caterpillars can be 
		transformed into butterflies.
	One:	We trust that with your grace present,
		even the smallest act of kindness, 
		the shortest practice of goodness, 
		or the slightest gesture of generosity 
		can have significance well beyond all expectations.
	All:	With that faith, we rise.  
		With that faith, we are resurrected into new life.  
		With that faith, we give freely and joyfully.
	One:	And so now we give, out of what we have, to bless those 
		who have not.  We give to bear witness to, and to inspire, 		a spirit of resurrection, in ourselves and in others.
	All:	Let us flutter and fly like butterflies 
		on the wings of the Risen Christ, 
		beautifying our lives and our world.  Amen.
By Bret Myers

Prayers of the People	    From Chuck Queen's “What does Easter Mean?
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Prayer of Jesus:	(Spoken Together)

	Our Father-Mother, who is in the heavens,
		may your name be made holy,
		may your dominion come,
		may your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us today the bread we need;
		and forgive us our debts,
		as we have forgiven our debtors;
		and do not put us to the test, but rescue us from evil.
	For yours is the dominion, and the power,
		and the glory forever.  Amen.

From United Church of Christ, 1995

**Closing Hymn:	#121 MV  Hey Now!  Singing Hallelujah!

Sharing the Light

Blessing

**Choral Response:			                               Hallelu, Hallelu
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Church News 

Postlude:	Adagio Easter Oratorio BWV 249 by J. S. Bach 

Thank you to the Senior Sunday School Class under the direction of Alexander Neville
for your leadership today!


OFFICE  INFORMATION
(506) 455-0988  |  foresthillunited.com

Administrative Assistant - Kris Yarych 
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 12:45 - 3:45 pm foresth.office@bellaliant.com

Office Hours:  Please note that there will be a change in Kris Yarych’s office hours this upcoming week.  She will not be in the office on Tuesday, April 5th.  Instead, she will be here Wednesday April 6th.

[image: ]Listen or watch Sunday Sermons, check the Calendar to see what's happening, check out the upcoming Sunday Bulletin, and more!
www.foresthillunited.com
www.facebook.com/foresthillunited
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Fair trade coffee, tea, sugar, and chocolate are  available every Sunday here at Forest Hill.   Make  your selection and support the outreach  efforts of our congregation!


Just a friendly reminder that Forest Hill United Church is a scent-free environment.  Strong scents, aftershave lotions and perfumes have an effect upon others with allergies and asthmatic problems.  No scents make good sense.			 
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Storm Policy Reminder: In the event of a serious storm on a Sunday morning, a decision will be made by 8 a.m. as to whether a cancellation is necessary. If a service is cancelled, a message will be placed on the church answering machine, sent out via email, and passed on to CBC radio.

For Pastoral Emergencies until April 3, please contact Diane Robinson at 459-8779 or Rev. Cora Krommenhoek at 457-1951.
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COMING UP @ FHUC

Quilt Group		Mondays 10 am – Noon Upper Room

Choir Practice	Wednesday at 7:00 pm in the Choir Room 

Forest Hill Book Club Tuesday April 5th at 12:00 noon in the Parlour


The Observer Presents: Walrus Talks Spirituality.  Join us at the church on Monday evening, April 04, at 7:45 pm, to view the live-streaming of this presentation happening at Trinity – St. Paul’s United Church, Toronto.  The Walrus Talks are public interest events on themes pertinent to Canadians today.  There are always 7 eminent speakers each with 7 minutes to speak to the topic.  The Observer is sponsoring this presentation as part of the magazine’s ongoing efforts to encourage discussions of faith and spirituality.  Speakers for this event include Gretta Vosper, United Church minister, Nicole Brooks, filmmaker, playwright, and Michal Ingham, retired bishop of the Anglican Church.  The filming will be 49+ minutes, followed by coffee and discussion.


The Forest Hill UC Book Club will meet on Tuesday, April 5th at 12:00 noon in the church parlour.  The April book is Margaret MacMillan’s “History’s Peoples”
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HIKE FOR HOSPICE - This year the hike is on 1st of May at Killarney lake Lodge.   In the past there has been a Forest Hill Team.  If you are interested in taking part this year, please speak to Jennifer Abbott to enroll and receive a sponsor form.

The Interchurch Refugee Committee is hoping to welcome two Syrian families to Fredericton within the next month, although we are still waiting for the processing to be complete and do not have arrival dates.  We are putting together a list of available furniture, kitchen items, etc. so that when they do arrive we can set up apartments as quickly as possible.  If you have furniture, etc. to donate, please let Margie Roxborough know and keep the items at your house until we need them, as we have exhausted our storage capabilities.

Ushers/Greeters needed for 2016: Please check your schedule to see if you are available for one or more Sundays to help out with set up and greeting our congregation on Sunday mornings. Signup sheet is on the back table. If you have any questions please feel free to ask me. Many thanks. Lorna McKnight

Potential Scripture Readers are invited to see the Date Chart and to indicate their availability for any particular Sunday. Please note the manner of indication given at the top of the Chart. New Readers are most welcome. A copy of the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible (which is the version of the “Pulpit Bible”) is available to loan for practice, with helpful instructions included. If you have questions, please talk with Patricia Powell (455-8602).

Campbell Soup Labels: We are once again collecting Campbell Soup Labels. Please slit the label near the seam on the can and put the entire label in the appropriate drawer of the white unit on the back windowsill. Unless someone else has something else to do with them, they will be donated to Bliss Carman Middle School to buy books for the library.
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Minute for Mission
Bearing the Brunt in Gaza

Gaza is one of the most densely populated places on earth, with approximately 1.8 million people confined to an area 40 km long and 10 km wide. Israeli military control and Egyptian border restrictions limit the movement of people and goods. 
Mission & Service partner the Near East Council of Churches reported that in 2014 about half a million people had to flee their homes. Two hundred thousand homes in Gaza were destroyed or made uninhabitable. Access to water has been severely restricted and sanitation systems damaged. It is estimated that in 2014 between 1,000 to 3,000 people were permanently disabled. The number of people with mental and psychosocial problems is increasing exponentially. 
Thirty international aid agencies agreed with this analysis, signing a statement in 2015 that reported, “Most residents are unable to meet their food requirements, and over seven years of blockade had severely compromised access to basic services, including health, water, and sanitation. 
“Bearing the brunt of this suffering are the most vulnerable, including the elderly, persons with disabilities, women and nearly one million children, who have experienced unimaginable suffering in three major conflicts in six short years. Children lack access to quality education, with over 400,000 of them in need of immediate psychosocial support.” 
The Near East Council of Churches offers training programs such as welding and dressmaking to young people, as well as grants for graduate degrees to university students. 
Please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of your life of faith.

Loving God, we are called to be your colours in the world, to walk with each other, to share in love through our gifts for Mission & Service. Guide us to shine brightly in the world. Amen
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