
Forest Hill United Church
'open doors, open hearts, open minds'


2nd Sunday of Advent / Outreach Sunday
December 4, 2016 at 10 am


          "Dare to reach out your hand into the darkness to pull 
          another hand into the light."

				Norman B. Rice (b. 1943)
				Former Mayor of Seattle, Washington


WELCOME to worship!  It is good that you are here.
Our worship leader is Rev. Ali Smith,
and our music director is Alex Good,
who leads us with the assistance of the FHUC Choir.
Our greeters this morning are Diane Robinson and Dorma Grant,
our Sunday School teachers are Angela Nelson and Joan Mitchell,
our hospitality host is Jennifer Abbott,
and our tellers are Diane Robinson and Jean Fisher.


Forest Hill United Church is a safe place for all people to gather regardless of race, creed, age, ability, cultural background, sexual orientation, or gender identity.  You are welcome here! 
-1-
Gathering
At the **, please rise in body or in spirit.

Prelude	It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  by Richard Storrs Willis	
Lighting of the Advent Wreath	   	  Karen & Charlotte Flinn

**Sung Response:	(Sung Together)		      

Light a candle – a symbol of peace.
Light a candle that fighting might cease.
Light a candle, to shine in the dark.
Light a candle, open your heart.
Light a candle, and open your heart.

By Terry Macham in Gathering A/C/E 2016-17.

Welcome & Church News 

Call to Worship:

     One:  As farmers wait for rainfall,
               as prisoners wait for freedom,
               we wait for the coming of God's community.
     
     All:   As exiles yearn for home,
              as peacemakers yearn for justice,
              we long for the coming of God's community.
     
     One:  As travellers search for shelter,
     All:   as disciples look for answers,
     One:  we prepare for the coming of God's community.
     All:   May Jesus show us the way.

                By Ruth Burgess from website Of Life, Laughter and Liturgy
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Gathering Prayer:            (Spoken Together)

O Emmanuel, God-with-us, truly in this Advent season, 
we celebrate that you are not hidden in some faraway cloud, 
but you choose to be with us 
in the blur and mystery of our lives.

In the midst of lists and rush, 
you are with us as a song that echoes in our minds, 
as the light of a candle, 
as a card from a friend.  

We turn to you this season and pray that 
peace, healing, blessing, and hope be birthed in us.  

May something wonderful begin in us - 
something surprising and holy.  
May our longing for you be met in this season.  Amen.

By Jerry Chism of the United Methodist Church

**Opening Hymn:  #5 VU  All Earth is Waiting

Exploring

First Reading:  Matthew 3:1-12  The Proclamation of John the Baptist

Story Time

Special Music:      "These Hands"                     Brian & Libby Cassidy
                                by Dave Gunning & George Canyon

Some hands have held the world together.
Some hands have fought in wars forever.
Tell me what shall I do with these hands of mine?
			                                              con’t ----------------->
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Some hands have blessed a million people.
Some hands helped free the world from evil.
Tell me what shall I do with these hands of mine?

What shall I do with these hands of mine?
What shall I do with these hands of mine?
The world could use a hero of the human kind.
So tell me what shall I do with these hands of mine?

Some hands can stop a life from dying.
Some hands comfort a baby crying.
So tell me what shall I do with these hands of mine?
“Repeat Chorus”

I want to sing it from my heart.
I want to hear it in the wind.
'Til is blows around the world, and comes back again.
All that I can ask is for ours to be free
to use them when we want, for whatever the need.

Some hands give voice to a nation.
Some hands wrote "The Times They Are A-Changin'".
So tell me what shall I do with these hands of mine?

Words from Our Bible:			         Annemarie Manson

            Psalm 80 - Part 2       Pages 794-795 VU (with Refrain)
            Isaiah 40:1-5             Every Valley Shall Be Lifted

	One:	This is the Word of God – the Word of Peace.
	All:	Thanks be to God!

**Song of Praise:  #18 VU  There's a Voice in the Wilderness

Message                     Rev. Marian Lucas-Jefferies 
                                   of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank
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**Hymn of Reflection:  #169 MV  When Hands Reach Out 

Responding

Minute for Mission                                                       Diane Robinson

Presentation of Our Gifts

**Offering Verse:  	(Sung Together)   (Tune of Good King Wencelas)

These our gifts we offer now,
thankful for God’s blessings.
May they each be used with care,
spread a hopeful message.
Jesus’ birth transformed the world,
giving us a new way.
May our gifts work as he did,
changing lives today-a-ay.

Adapted from Gathering A/C/E 2016, p. 54

**Prayer After Giving

Affirming Work

**Closing Hymn:  #684 VU  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace

**Sharing the Light & Blessing

**Choral Response:	    (Sung Together)	            	     #220 MV

Hope shines as the solitary star,
faith is the inner light.
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights,
and illumine the pathway home.
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Postlude	My Favorite Things 	        by Rodgers and Hammerstein

Please join us for coffee and conversation 
after worship!

OFFICE  HOURS
(506) 455-0988  |  foresthillunited.com

Administrative Assistant - Kris Yarych 
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 12:45 - 3:45 pm foresth.office@bellaliant.com

Minister - Rev. Ali Smith
Mondays to Thusdays from 9 am - Noon
revalismith@gmail.com    (506) 292-2369

Printed sermons and large print bulletins
are available from our greeters
for anyone who might find either useful.

Church News

COMING UP @ FHUC

Quilt Group		Wednesdays 1-3 pm Upper Room

Choir Practice	Wednesday at 7-8 pm in the Choir Room 

Sunday December 4	Vote on becoming an Affirming congregation.

FHUC Book Club	One Hundred Years of Solitude Dec 6 at noon


CHURCH CALENDARS are now available.   They make good Christmas gifts or stocking stuffers at $8.00 each.    For your copy see Jennifer after service (not 20th. November) or call 454 2829
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Storm Policy Reminder: In the event of a serious storm on a Sunday morning, a decision will be made by 8 a.m. as to whether a cancellation is necessary. If a service is cancelled, a message will be placed on the church answering machine, sent out via email, and passed on to CBC radio.

The Forest Hill book club will me on Tuesday December 6th at 12:00 in the church parlour.  The book for December is One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcie Marquez

Forest Hill UCW – Christmas Ladies Night out, will be held on Tuesday December 13, 2016 at 6:30 pm at the Fredericton Inn.  All ladies of the congregation are invited to join us.  If you are interested in carpooling call May Houston at 455-7715 or Diane Robinson 459-8779

Wondering what to gift that hard to buy for loved one on your list?  Consider "Gifts with Vision" , a giving opportunity which supports United Church projects around the world.  Catalogues are available on the table by the front door.  Also Cards are available if you wish to make a gift to the Mission & Service Fund directly.  If you have questions about either of these options, please speak to Diane Robinson or call me at 459-8779

Ushers/Greeters needed for 2016: Please check your schedule to see if you are available for one or more Sundays to help out with set up and greeting our congregation on Sunday mornings. Signup sheet is on the back table. If you have any questions please feel free to ask me. Many thanks. Lorna McKnight

Potential Scripture Readers are invited to see the Date Chart and to indicate their availability for any particular Sunday. Please note the manner of indication given at the top of the Chart. New Readers are most welcome. A copy of the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible (which is the version of the “Pulpit Bible”) is available to loan for practice, with helpful instructions included. If you have questions, please talk with Patricia Powell (455-8602).
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Community Events
TURKEY DINNER with all the fixings, rolls, pie, cider on Dec. 4th at St. Andrew’s United Church in Harvey. Reserved seating at 4 and again at 5:30 p.m. Adults $12; Children $5 and under 3 are free. Seating is limited, so get your tickets early by phoning Sherry Johnston (366-2814), Rob Lister (366-1993) or Jack Wilkin (366-3249). Sponsored by the Board of Stewards
The Annual Advent Carol Festival held each year at St. Paul’s United Church (corner George and York) will take place on Wednesday, December 7 at 7:30 p.m. Local church and community choirs will present a program of new, as well as familiar, Christmas music.  This is a fundraiser for the Fredericton Food Bank; a freewill offering will be received. The event has raised more than $100,000 over the past 25 years.
GriefShare Surviving the Holidays will be held at Grace Memorial Baptist Church, 536 Northumberland St, Monday, November 21 from 7:00-9:00 PM.  Register at 458-8527.  No matter how long since your loved one died, grief can make the holidays a painful time.  Join us for a seminar that will help you survive the holidays and discover new reasons to enjoy them again. 
 
DivorceCare Surviving the Holidays will be held at Grace Memorial Baptist Church, 536 Northumberland St, Tuesday, November 15 from  7:00-9:00 PM.  Register at 458-8527.  If you are separated or divorced the holidays can be a lonely, stressful and depressing time.  But there is hope. Join us for an encouraging seminar to discover how to enjoy the holidays again. 
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Minute for Mission

2: Peace 
One: In a world filled with broken relationships, broken hearts, and broken spirits, All: we are called to build God’s dream of peace. One: A peace that is not the absence of chaos, noise, or war; All: God’s peace is… 
(Invite people to share what Christian peace means to them, or have some prepared definitions. Write or draw the definitions on the box.) 
One: Grant us the courage to be peacekeepers and kin-dom builders, All: as we prepare the way for the Prince of Peace, God-with-us, Emmanuel. 
(Unwrap the box, being careful not to tear the words of hope, and take out the Advent candle. Or, unwrap other gifts of peace, such as dove cookies, symbols from the Advent Peace Box, or other symbols of hope significant to your community.) 
One: May this gift of a candle’s defiant flame remind us of God’s gift of peace! 
(Light second Advent candle.) 
All: Amen! 
(See Sung Response Suggestions in Advent 1.) 
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