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Pastor’s Pen
Last month I wrote about ways we can improve our worship experiences as we gather each Sunday. There
were four areas we examined: focusing on God, not over analyzing, having an open heart, and not chasing
“worship highs.” Over the next few months, I will be sharing some thoughts on different parts of worship and
their purpose. I also want to think about how we might grow deeper in our relationship with God through the
different parts of worship.
My first thought is, “This sounds like work!” And that is true. The hymns we sing, the words we say, the
prayers we offer, the sacraments we share are all part of what worship planners call “liturgy,” which means
“work of the people.” Our worship of God is the primary work of the people. It takes place in our sanctuary;
it takes place in personal devotions; it takes place in caring for the poor, feeding the hungry, and other ways
we love and glorify God.
One of the important ways we worship God on Sunday is in our prayers. We pray to seek God’s presence. We pray to confess our sins. We pray that our hearing and proclaiming of God would be acceptable
to God. We pray as a people for all of God’s creation. We pray words of thanksgiving. We pray often in
worship. We also pray often in our daily lives. The observations made in this writing I believe will be helpful
in our prayer life, not just in worship.
As I think about prayer, I gravitate to Psalm 8, especially verses 3-4. “When I look at your heavens, the
work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are
mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?” As I have shared before, I think about this as I look up into
the night sky and receive light that has traveled for a thousand years or more. The reality of this world is that
there is an endless list of things that can stop us in our tracks as we are amazed in its beauty, its magnitude, its
complexity, its power or its mystery. As we pray and share our hearts with the one who is the creator of all, it
is hard not to ask, “Who are we that you notice? Who are we that you care?”
Yet in the next verse we hear this astonishing proclamation, “Yet you have made (us) a little lower than
God, and crowned them with glory and honor.” WOW! We are insignificant in the vastness of this universe, but
for no other reason than God’s love, we are given significance in God’s heart and presence.
So how does this relate to prayer? I think that this statement should fill us with humility. It is a humility that
makes us stop and experience the great grace of God that opens the door for us to speak to our God and
believe God listens and responds.

First Presbyterian Church
208 West State Street
Jefferson Iowa 50129
Phone: 515-386-2514
Fax: 515-386-2170
firstpres@netins.net
www.firstpresjefferson.org
Rev. Gordon Moen, Pastor

Have you ever met somebody who is famous, important or influential? Did you get nervous? I remember being part of a small group of new pastors who got to spend an hour with Dr. Tom Long. Dr. Long is
considered one of the best English speaking preachers in the world. He has written numerous books on
preaching used in seminaries. He would be considered a star in the preaching world. Here he was with us
and open to our questions. I asked a question and as you might guess afterwards I thought, “Why did I
ask that for?” It is that experience of humility and feeling unworthy. Dr. Long was gracious and answered
my question without hesitation and without judgment. (I suspect I am not the only person who has asked him
a nervous question.) I guess the question is, “Do we realize that when we pray we are not just speaking
into the air of our sanctuary, an empty room or an empty vacuum of space? Do we appreciate that fact
that we are speaking to God the Creator, God our Savior, and God our Sustainer? It seems to me that we
should say every time we pray, “WOW! WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY!” How would such an attitude change
the way we pray and the time we spend in prayer? Would it keep us more focused? Would it help our
minds from drifting off to some other place and time? Would we seek to pray more often, more deeply,
more honestly?
I think that is the point of Psalm 8. Who are we that God should notice? Who are we that God should
care about our prayers? YET! God has made us important in God’s own eyes and listens to each of us. In
listening he continues to love us even in our sometimes feeble attempts to pray. God listens and takes our
prayers seriously and responds in some way.
This sense of humility and gratitude is why most of our prayers begin with praise. We praise God to
remind us of who God is and how blessed we are to come before God to share our joys, our concerns, our
hopes and our needs with God.
So how can we use this one thought to improve our prayer? Maybe we should remember the words
from Psalm 8 at the beginning of each prayer. “Who are we that you notice us? Who are we that you
care for us?” The answer is “O God, you have made us your children. Thank you!”
Of course there is more to prayer upon which to reflect. But as in most things of life, how we start
makes a big difference in how we end and where we finish. Starting out our prayers with an attitude of
humility and astonishment over the great opportunity and gift we are receiving from God will change our
experience. It opens us up to a renewed sense of gratitude and newness to God’s grace as we spend
these special times speaking with God. We might even find ourselves beginning to cherish the opportunities we have in worship and in all of life to pray to God.
We will talk more about prayer next month, but in the mean time, begin each prayer this month with
an attitude of humility and gratitude for the great opportunity we have to be in relationship with God
through prayer. We can share that experience together on Sunday. I look forward to seeing you in worship.

Stated Session Minutes of September 27, 2016 from Regular Meeting
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met at the Grand Junction Community
Center on Tuesday, September 27, 2016 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen
called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Tom Heater, Loel
Larson, Wayne Lautner, Doug Monaghan, Bill Monroe, Cara Reedy, and Larry Thomsen. Excused were
Donna Carhill, Kathi Florea and Shirley Stapleton. Absent-None. A quorum was present.
Opening prayer
The following Consent Agenda was reviewed.
Approval of Stated Minutes from August 17, 2016
Old Business
Average attendance August 2016-78 and August 2015-72
77 were served communion at the September 4 regular worship service
The Mission Partnership Grant application was approved by email vote sent out on August 31, 2016.
Pastor’s Report
Activity Report
Will be gone on vacation October 4-9
Will lead worship services on October 23 at Regency Park at 2:00 p.m. and at GCMC Long Term
Care at 3:00 p.m.
Motions offered by Teams
Property and Finance-Motion to approve the treasurer’s report and to pay current bills for August
Approval of Ministry Team Reports
Worship-No report
TEAM (Mission)
-Wendy Pittman will ask for Session approval to apply for the Mission and Ministry Grant
($3,000) from Presbytery to help with funds for those wanting to go on the trip to Pine Ridge
scheduled for April 22-27, 2017. Approximately 10 people are interested in the trip. The Mission
Team will support up to $1500.
-Third quarter mission disbursements were discussed and approved.
-Souper Bowl of Caring was discussed
Stewardship-No report
Property and Finance
-Farm Tour plans are postponed until spring.
-Approved purchasing carpeting and pad for basement from Tri-County with Basement Dream
Plan funds, proceeds from the garage sale and memorial funds currently available
-Dennis Hall has paid his second half year’s farm rent
Spiritual Growth
-Basement Dream Plan: Blinds have been installed and carpet is on order. Old carpet will be torn
out October 5 during Youth Force
-December 18 will be the Christmas program during worship at 10:00 with a breakfast at 9:30.
-Youth Force and Christ’s Kids need volunteers for supper/snack.
Congregational Life
-Membership Celebration will be October 16 following worship.
-Discussion about Family Circles
-Discussion about kitchen education learning to run dishwasher and other equipment
-Discussion on other ways to welcome visitors better
-Need for those willing to give rides to community members as well as church members

Stated Session Minutes of September continued
Personnel
Governance-No report
Other motions requiring Session discussion and approval
Approved setting the date of Sunday, October 23 as our Congregational Meeting to elect officers
Approved the baptism of Haddie Healy, daughter of Mike and Angie Healy on Sunday, October 16
New Business
Communion servers (coming forward) for October 2 are Wayne, Cara, Larry and Bill
Nominating Committee report given to date
CPR & AED training on Wednesday, September 28
Membership Celebration on Sunday, October 16 following worship
Need a financial secretary for October-Doug and Cara
Wendy will be attending first session of Ruling Elder Cohort on October 8
Discussion of Monthly Topic
Shared meeting with Grand Junction and Paton Presbyterian Churches to discuss possible sharing
agreements between all three churches, moderated by Pastor to the Presbytery, David Feltman

Membership Celebration Dinner
Sunday, October 16
World Communion
Sunday
October 2, 2016

2016 Peacemaking Offering
World Communion Sunday
Create a World of Peace
Peace be to the whole community,
And love with faith
Ephesians 6:23

The Presbyterian Peacemaking Offering supports
the efforts of Presbyterians through their congregations, presbyteries, synods, and the Presbyterian Mission Agency to work for peace by working to transform cultures of violence into communities of peace.
The day recommended for congregations to receive
the Offering is World Communion Sunday, which is a
celebration of the unity of the worldwide church
through Christ. Christians in congregations around
the world participate in the Lord’s Supper.
Gifts to the Offering are used in a variety of
peacemaking efforts at all levels of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) Twenty five percent (25%) is retained
by congregations, twenty-five percent (25%) is used
by presbyteries and synods and fifty percent (50%)
is allocated to General Assembly ministries. The goal
for this 2015 special offering is to raise $2 million.
To learn of the many ways Presbyterians have
used and will use the funds for justice and peace,
please refer to the brochure that will be in your bulletins on World Communion Sunday, October 2.
We will receive this special offering on that Sunday.

AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
*WE INVITE PEOPLE TO FAITH
*TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST
*AND SEND US TO LOVE, SERVE,
AND FOLLOW CHRIST
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Congregational Meeting
October 23
A congregational meeting is planned for Sunday, October 23. Officers for 2017-2019 will be
elected. Budget information will be presented at a
later date.

.

Pastor Gordon and Kathy Moen on the death of
Kathy’s aunt, Carol Marshall of North Dakota.
Marilynn Hoskinson on the death of her brother,
Don Parker of California.
Pastor Gordon and Kathy Moen on the death of
Pastor Gordon’s niece, Michelle Ross of North Dakota.

Christ’s Kids
Hans Christian Andersen once said, “Where
words fail, music speaks.” I often have Life 107.1, a
Christian radio station out of Des Moines, playing in my
van. More often than not, a song speaks to the circumstance in my life at just the right time.
“Where words fail, music speaks.” How true is that
when we experience a difficult time in our life? During
a tough time, it is often through music that I find peace.
It seems as though God can meet me in the words of a
song long before anyone can speak helpful words of
comfort or direction. Sometimes it is the beat of the music; other times it is the lyrics that touch my heart.
“Where words fail, music speaks.” As I was finishing
my morning routine of dropping off the kids at school,
Lauren Daigle’s song, “I Will Trust In You,” played on
the radio. This is a song about a difficult time in life
and a relationship with God. It is almost like a prayer,
where the person empties her heart to God about what
is going wrong and how she will move forward. The
words are meaningful, the beat is unique, and her voice
is distinctive and beautiful, and her song touched my
heart. Maybe it will be helpful to you too. Let me offer
you the words to the chorus,
“When You don’t move the mountains
I’m needing You to move
When You don’t part the waters
I wish I could walk through
When You don’t give the answers
as I cry out to You”
I will trust, I will trust, I will trust in You!
“When words fail, music speaks.” Life is hard, things
happen that we don’t understand, circumstances may
occur that we don’t like. We know that we should trust
in God always, but especially during tough times; the
application of that gets fuzzy. What does trusting in
God look like when you are hurting, scared, or sad?
With her innocent and beautiful voice through meaningful lyrics, Lauren Daigle sang my prayer this morning
through this song. Maybe it is your prayer too!

Christ’s Kids got off to a fantastic start with
lots of firsts! We completed our first art project as well as visited our friends at Long
Term Care for the first time this school year.
The art project was a tape painting with
wispy
flairs
to
representing joy. This
connected nicely to
the story of the lost
coin and lost sheep
(Luke 15) as both
stories end with rejoicing for the lost that
was found! A special
thank you is given to
Shirley Stapleton for
providing the snack
and helping
with our group!
**A note for the future, if school is cancelled due to inclement weather, Youth Force and Christ’s Kids will be
cancelled as well.**

Youth Force Schedule
6:00-6:30 Supper served by volunteers
6:30-7:30 Youth Force
You won’t want to miss
this energetic and fun-loving time
to grow in Christ!
Youth Force got off to a great start in
September. We are a fast moving group, trying lots of
different things under the theme, “Do Something,” which is
a song by Christian artist, Matthew West. We are definitely “doing somethings” as we have followed the lectionary a bit, met with our first of many former Youth
Force members, Jordan Wright, and completed a service
project at the Greene County Action Resource Center
(ARC). Please keep an eye on our schedule so that you
can join us at various times throughout the year. A study
by Fuller Institute suggests that youth are more likely to
stay connected to the church past high school if they experience intergenerational relationships before that time.
Mark your calendar:
October 5: Basement Carpet Tear Out PARTY
October 12: Emily Gannon on life after high school
A special thank you is given to Keri Brooker, Diane
Gibson, Wayne and Vicky Lautner, and Roger and Rose
Olhausen for providing meals for Youth Force in September.

Youth Force Meals
We continue to need people to provide meals for
Youth Force. If you are interested in serving Youth Force a
meal, please let Wendy know and she will get you signed
up! Please plan to feed about 15 people at 6:00 p.m. on
Wednesdays.

Pencils Needed
Pam Clemons noticed a need when they were
at Pine Ridge this past week. Will Peter's class
needs pencils. Sunday School, Youth Force, and
Christ's Kids are going to collect new #2 pencils
for Will Peter and Pine Ridge students.

In Memory of
Thelma Hedges
October 31, 1940-September 26, 2016
QUARTERLY BREAKFASTS
Breakfast will now be served quarterly so be watching for details on the next one. During that time, we will
celebrate birthdays for the quarter, hand out any attendance awards, and make relevant announcements, etc.
Please join us!
Mark your calendar for December 4 at 9:30 a.m.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Christian Education classes
have begun! Sunday morning Christian Education will be
taught in a unique way this year in order to meet the
needs of our young people. Options for classes are listed
below:
*SUNDAY CLUB: PreK-4 grades, 9:00-10:00 Sunday
mornings
*TWEENS: 5th-8th grades, 9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings
*HIGH SCHOOL: 9-12th grades, 9:00-10:00 on Sunday
mornings
*ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 2 classes offered,
9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings

Sunday School Mission Update
When you give an offering at Sunday Club or other
classes, you help! Currently, we are collecting money to
support an art program at Pine Ridge Reservation in
South Dakota.
PARTNERING WITH THE REZ…
Roger and Barbara Todd and Bob and Pam Clemons
took an exploratory trip to Pine Ridge Reservation in
September. Another trip is scheduled for April 22, 2017April 27, 2017. Space will be limited.

We extend our Christian love and sympathy
to the family of Thelma Hedges who passed
away on September 26, 2016. Her Celebration
of Life service was held October 1 at First Presbyterian Church with Pastor Gordon officiating.
David Feltman, Pastor to the Presbytery, gave the
message.
Thelma is survived by her husband, George
and children Holly (Andrew) Carter, Chrystal
(John) Stanley, Bryan Hedges (Schelly), and Brent
Hedges; 14 grandchildren and 11 greatgrandchildren; and her 3 sisters.
Thelma had been a very active faithful member of our church for 40 years. She was a lay
pastor and served as pulpit supply many times for
our congregations as well as other congregations
in the presbytery.

In Memory of
Nona Blanche Ferris
August 2, 1924-September 27, 2016
We extend our Christian love and sympathy
to the family of Nona Ferris who passed away on
September 27, 2016. Her service was held October 1 at the Wallace Family Funeral Home in
Newton, IA.
Her family includes her children Shirley Thornton, Karen (John) Eveland, and Beth (Dick) Evans,
six grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband Cal,
her sister and her son-in-law.
Nona had been a faithful member of our
church for 60 years. She and Cal had lived in Jefferson for many years where they raised their
family. The last several years she had resided in
Newton at the Newton Village.

Meals on Wheels Volunteers
Needed in November
November is the month our church volunteers to help with Meals on Wheels. We
are responsible for filling two routes for
four weeks beginning with the week of November 7.
If you would like to volunteer for a week, please call
the church office. This service is greatly appreciated
by the shut-ins in our community.

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international Christian relief and evangelism organization headed by Franklin Graham. The
mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate
God’s love in a tangible way to children in need
around the world, and together with the local church
worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected
and delivered more than 135 million gift-filled shoeboxes to children in more than 150 countries and territories. For many of these children, the gift-filled shoebox is the first gift they have ever received. National
Collection Week is November 14-21, 2016.
For more information go to http://
www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC/
OCC_Impact/
Be watching for more details.

Did You Know?
Did you know that you can find Pastor
Gordon's weekly services posted online at
our website? They are usually uploaded
within 24 hours. Ask Wendy if you have
questions.
www.firstpresjefferson.org

Helping Hands

*Thank you to Roger Olhausen for the
many hours spent this spring, summer,
and fall keeping our church grounds
looking so beautiful!
*Thanks to Keri and Leo Brooker, Tom and
Melinda Heater, Diane Gibson and others who
prepared and helped serve the breakfast on September 11 for Rally Day.
*Thank you to all who are helping teach and
lead Sunday Club and the adult Christian education classes.
*Thanks to Roger Todd for bringing us God’s
wonderful message on Sunday, September 25.
Thank you to Barbara Todd for serving as the liturgist.
*Thank you to George Hedges, Wayne Taylor,
Jean Taylor, Tom Heater and Melinda Heater for
all the time and labor spent on building the sound
platform for the sanctuary. It is beautiful and much
appreciated by those who run the sound and
Power Point for our services.
*Thanks to LeAnn Monaghan, Gail Huffman
and all those who helped with the preparation,
set-up, provided cookies, and served during the
fellowship time following Thelma Hedges’ service.
Thanks also to all who helped with the clean-up
afterwards. Thank you to everyone who stepped
forward to fill a need.
*Thank you to all those who help quietly behind the scenes and are not recognized by name.
We are a family - many hands and much love
make for lighter work. Know that you are appreciated!

Garage Sale Update
A special thank you is given
to Roger and Rose
Olhausen and Tom and
Melinda Heater for organizing the garage sale to benefit the Basement Dream Plan. They spent lots of
hours sorting, organizing, pricing, and cleaning up.
Thanks to Shirley Stapleton for helping the day of
the event, Pat Miller and Marilyn Parker for taking
money, and Wayne Lautner and Kaycee Pittman
for helping to clean up. Also, thank you so much to
all who donated for this event! Over $1,100 was
collected to be put towards carpeting costs!

COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL UPDATE
Rebeca Vitoria Do Nascimento Silva
(Sponsored since October 31, 2012)
Birthday: November 19, 2009
From: Brazil
A message from Rebecca
Hello, how are you? My name is Fatima, I’m Rebecca’s monitor. She wants to know if you
are okay and is looking forward to receiving your letters. She celebrated the Harvest Feast,
praising God for His faithfulness. She made you this drawing. Kisses and hugs.
Psalm 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
My favorite holiday: Easter
My favorite festival: Children’s Day
My favorite celebration: Easter Celebration
My family celebrates my favorite holiday by: going to the shopping center
For the New Year, I like to: go to the beach
My family celebrates Christmas by: going to church

Victor Gonzales
(Sponsored since November 1, 2006 )
Birthday: April 15, 2000
From Bolivia

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
Breakfast Bible Study

A breakfast Bible study meets each Tuesday morning from 7:00-8:00 a.m. throughout the year in Fellowship Hall. A light breakfast of toast and drinks is shared. Anyone is welcome to become a part of the
group at any time. Books of the Bible are studied.

Sip, Stitch and Study Bible Study
The Sip, Stitch and Study Bible Study group meets on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. We don’t all
sip or stitch, but we do all study and we will continue with our study of the book of Mark. We invite anyone
who is interested to join us. Please call Cheryl Nailor (370-2200) since we don’t always meet the same
place each week.

Edith Roth
Anna Eckhardt
Annie Twillie
Cassie Pittman
Warren Hoskins
Leo Brooker
Gail Huffman
Jack Pinckert
Wyatt Christensen
Jean Taylor
Abby Badger
Randy Olhausen
MyraJane Pinckert
Pam Thomsen
Amanda Monroe Hendrickson

1
2
2
4
7
12
12
12
13
14
19
21
28
28
31

Acolyte Schedule
Ellie Badger
Violet Reedy
Kaycee Pittman
Maggie Mikkelsen
Sadie Reedy

2
9
16
23
30

October Deacon
Gretchen Rowedder is the deacon of the
month of October in charge of rides to church.
Call her at 386-3942.

Financial Secretary for October
Open

Lay Readers
Kathy Moen
Donna Carhill
Leo Brooker
Lori DeBok
Bill Monroe

2
9
16
23
30

Coffee and Conversation Hostesses
Shirley Stapleton
Cara Reedy
Jen Badger
Gretchen Rowedder
Diane Kennedy/Karen Pound

2
9
16
23
30

Anniversaries
Jason and Cara Reedy
Scott and Hope Johnson
Ryan and Jenny Carhill
Ron and Lori DeBok
Cliff Said

Ushers

Kevin and Jill Rasmussen
Matt and Wendy Pittman and Family

12
13
23
2
9

Wayne and Jean Taylor
Randy and Jen Christensen

16

Terry and Pat Miller
Gary and Shirley Danielson

23

Carol Zwicky, Pauline Duke
Sheryl McDonald

30

Nursery

Sandy Larson
Jen, Abby, and Elise Badger
Donna Carhill
Kathy Hardaway
Pam Thomsen

Greeters

2
9
16
23
30

Kathy Hardaway; Carol Zwicky
Doug and LeAnn Monaghan

2

Gretchen Rowedder; Diane Gibson
JoAnn Comstock; Shirley Stapleton

9

Jim and Joanne Rowles
Jack Pinckert

16

Leo Brooker; Norma Milligan
Wayne and Jean Taylor

23

Tracy Hoodjer; Teresa Green
Roger and Rose Olhausen

30

