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Pastor’s Pen
About 30 years ago (I can’t believe I am using such a large number!), I was asked if I would serve on the
session of the Kenner Presbyterian Church. They told me to pray about it and let them know if I would say yes.
I had several initial responses to the request. First I was humbled. To serve the church as an elder was in
my mind a great honor. It was an important office of the church. Then the sense of being honored turned to
doubts. It wasn’t so much if I had the skills to be on the session and serve in some capacity. The big doubt was
about being a “good enough” Christian to serve. Was I faithful enough? Did I have enough knowledge of
God to be guided by the scriptures? Did I have the spiritual gifts? Or a bigger question, “Was God really
calling me?”
I have to admit I was more than a little nervous and uncertain on the answer to all of these questions, but I
said yes anyway. If those who asked believed that it was my calling to be on the session, and if this was a
calling by God through the church, I should try it. What if I said no and it was really a call for me to serve the
church at this particular time. To this day, I am so glad that I said yes, because serving as an elder on the session has been a big part of my own journey of faith. I learned a lot spending time with the elders of the
church.
I remember the first session meeting that I attended. Here I was in my mid-thirties in a room with people
who had so much more experience than me. There was “the Old Geezer” as he used to call himself-a man
from Pennsylvania who had moved to Louisiana as a plant manager for a large company. Each month he
wrote a whimsical article for our newsletter that always left you with something to think about and a little bit
of wisdom to take with you in life. We actually had a second transplant from Pennsylvania who was steeped
in Presbyterian tradition that runs rich in that state. He was a good blend of faith and business experience.
We had Louis, a young banker, who was searching for answers, but was as faithful as us all. We had men
and women of all ages, theologies, personalities and ideas. I sat pretty quietly in my chair observing and taking it all in.
I learned a lot as we had meetings trying to figure out how we were going to pay the bills for that month
or pondering a request from the pastor allowing him to take a part-time job to help his family achieve some
goals, or dreaming big and making plans to renovate the church to make it more inviting and accessible to
those we wanted to reach in the neighborhood. I watched the session negotiate their differences and maintain
respect and love for one another. I watched, learned and participated in the work of a session where doing
our best for God’s purpose often meant setting aside our certainty we knew best to support the decisions of
the session and the church. We weren’t perfect by any stretch, but we tried always to be faithful.
I served on the session at Northminster Presbyterian Church in Pearl River, Louisiana. It was a new church
development. We had just completed our first church building. It was designed to be expandable as we grew
in number. We had a vice president of a large power company, engineers working on NASA projects for
space exploration, nurses and business women, construction workers and inspectors. It was a session started
with an entrepreneurial spirit which had a guiding principle, “that if we try it once it is an experiment, if we
do it twice it is a tradition.” It was an experience where I learned that differences are not a barrier to friendships growing. When there was a difference there would be bible verses sent out like arrows at each other.
Anyone who wanted would speak, ideas would be debated and votes taken. In spite of the outcome and the
intensity of the differences, after the closing prayer, the elders would walk out talking about getting together
for a cookout, or discussions would be going on about families, jobs and things that were important
to each other. I watched as they left sharing the words “See you Sunday.”
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I am grateful that I was called to serve as an elder. I have learned a lot as I have watched and participated in a lot of meetings. Sometimes the meetings were pretty mundane, but I never have walked out
of a meeting of session or presbytery feeling I did not learn or receive something good from it. To see
sessions act with real faith, built up my faith. To hear a story shared was to feel privileged to be in relationship with one another. To struggle over issues was to be challenged in my own ideas and moved to
reevaluate them with new information shared by others. To hear plans filled with hope, reminded me to
live in hope myself and not in doubt and fear. Being an elder can be hard sometimes, but as the old saying goes, “sometimes you have to go through the hard times to get to the good times.” I will always be
grateful that I was asked to serve as an elder because of the privilege, the honor, the education and the
opportunities to grow in spirit and if faith. I am grateful for people seeing that possibility and saying,
“Will you be an elder?” For me, it was life changing.
That is one of my worries that I see as I talk with pastors, visit with sessions, and elders. Somehow in
the PCUSA being an elder has become not a calling from God but a position to fill. We have lost the
sense of privilege and honor to serve God in this unique way. It is why I tell the story every year about
Theodore Roosevelt responding to the question about his greatest honor. It wasn’t being President of the
United States, it was to serve as an elder on the session of the Presbyterian Church.
By the time this is published, some of you might have been asked to serve as an elder or a deacon or
by the Nominating Committee. The request is not just about filling a spot on a ballot. The request is about
hearing the call of God, praying and making a choice. It is an honor to serve God in any capacity. It is
our vocation to live out our lives serving God. When we say yes to God, the possibilities to grow and
learn will begin.
Whatever the choice, I offer you some of my favorite words, “See you Sunday in worship.”

Pastor Gordon Moen's Schedule
Monday: Day off
Thursday: morning Paton; afternoon Jefferson
Friday: morning Grand Junction; afternoon Jefferson
Other days of the week will be in Jefferson;
available other times by appointment
Contact information for Gordon Moen:
Email: g1moen@netins.net
Cell: 515-391-0006

Wendy Pittman’s Schedule:
Monday: morning-Jefferson; afternoon Grand Junction
Tuesday: morning-Jefferson; afternoon Paton
Wednesday Jefferson
Thursday: Jefferson
Friday: Day off
Contact information for Wendy Pittman
Email: w2pittman@netins.net
Cell: 515-370-2616

AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
*WE INVITE PEOPLE TO FAITH
*TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST
*AND SEND US TO LOVE, SERVE,
AND FOLLOW CHRIST
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Worship Services
Pastor Gordon Moen leads worship in
Jefferson except the 4th Sunday of the
month when he is in Paton and Grand
Junction.
Wendy Pittman leads worship in Paton
at 9:00 a.m. and in Grand Junction at
10:30 a.m. each Sunday except the 4th
Sunday of the month in which she is at Jefferson.

Stated Session Minutes of September 20, 2017 from Regular Meeting
(Jefferson)
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on Wednesday, September 20, 2017 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting
to order at 7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Tom Heater, LeAnn Monaghan,
Cheryl Nailor, Matt Pittman, Shirley Stapleton, and Larry Thomsen. Excused were Galen Dayton and
Loel Larson. Absent were Kathi Florea and Cara Reedy. A quorum was present. Also present was Denise
Group, Moderator of the Mission and Ministry Committee for the Presbytery. Wendy arrived at 7:40
p.m.
7:00-7:25 Opening Worship, Prayer: Unison and Elements
7:30 Consent Agenda and Discussions
Pastor Denise Group spoke on behalf of the Presbytery outlining missions handled by them.
The following Consent Agenda was reviewed.
Approval of Stated Minutes from August 16, 2017
Approval of Special Session Minutes from July 30, 2017
Old Business
Average attendance August 2017-80 and August 2016-72
74 were served communion at the September 10 regular worship service
Pastor’s Report –Gordon
Activity Report provided
Gordon and Wendy traded location on Sunday, September 17 so Gordon could perform a baptism
on Sunday, September 24
CRE Report-Wendy
Activity Report provided
Will be attending the Ruling Elder Cohort in the near future
Stated Clerk-Tom
The Session minutes were taken to Ackley on September 17 where they were reviewed and approved
Motions offered by Teams
Property and Finance-Motion to accept financial reports and pay September bills
Approval of Ministry Team Reports
Worship-Motion to pay Pastor David Feltman an honorarium of $150 for his filling the pulpit for the
150th Anniversary Celebration on September 3
TEAM (Mission)
Stewardship
Property and Finance
Spiritual Growth
Congregational Life
Personnel-(none)
Governance (none)
150th Anniversary Committee

(Stated Session Minutes of August continued on page 4)

Stated Session Minutes of September continued
Nominating Committee-should start meeting in August
Session:
Cara & Shirley
Property & Finance:
Tom
Sunday School:
Cara & Carla Haupert
Deacon:
Melinda Heater
At Large:
Billie Jo Hoskins, Bill Monroe, Mike Mumma
(Note: Cara serving as representative twice)
Determine number of elders and deacons needed for 2020
Current number of elders: Class of 2017 (4); Class of 2018 (4) Class of 2019 (2)
6 total elders needed (2 for Class of 2019; 4 for Class of 2020)
Current number of deacons: Class of 2017 (4); Class of 2018 (4); Class of 2019 (3)
5 total deacons needed (1 for Class of 2019; 4 for Class of 2020)
New Business
Communion servers for World Communion Sunday on October 1 (going forward) are LeAnn, Shirley and
Larry with one more to be determined
The baptism of Olivia Catherine Ten Napel, daughter of Darren and Cassie Ten Napel on September 24
with Larry representing the Session was approved.
Discussion of Membership Celebration-Team decided to wait until next year since we just had the 150th
Anniversary Celebration
October 22, 2017 was approved as the set date for the Congregational Meeting to elect officers.

GREENE COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES
First United Presbyterian Church
302 12th Street S or 210 East Hagar St
Grand Junction IA 50107
Phone:515-738-2172
Email: gjpresbyterian@iowatelecom.net

First Presbyterian Church
208 W State Street
Jefferson IA 50129
Phone: 515-386-2514
Email: firstpres@netins.net

First United Presbyterian Church
502 South Main
Paton, IA 50217
Phone: 515-968-4469

Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website:
http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarofevents.htm

World Communion
Sunday
October 1, 2017

2017 Peacemaking Offering
World Communion Sunday
Create a World of Peace

First Presbyterian , Jefferson
Congregational Meeting
October 22
A congregational meeting is planned for
Sunday, October 22. Officers for 20182020 will be elected. Budget information will
be presented at a later date.

Peace be to the whole community,
And love with faith
Ephesians 6:23

The Presbyterian Peacemaking Offering supports
the efforts of Presbyterians through their congregations,
presbyteries, synods, and the Presbyterian Mission
Agency to work for peace by working to transform cultures of violence into communities of peace. The day
recommended for congregations to receive the Offering
is World Communion Sunday, which is a celebration of
the unity of the worldwide church through Christ. Christians in congregations around the world participate in
the Lord’s Supper.
Gifts to the Offering are used in a variety of
peacemaking efforts at all levels of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) Twenty five percent (25%) is retained
by congregations, twenty-five percent (25%) is used by
presbyteries and synods and fifty percent (50%) is allocated to General Assembly ministries. The goal for this
2015 special offering is to raise $2 million.
To learn of the many ways Presbyterians have used
and will use the funds for justice and peace, please refer to the brochure that will be in your bulletins on
World Communion Sunday, October 1. We will receive this special offering on that Sunday.

Preserving Memories
If you have any memorabilia, directories,
or old pictures associated with First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson that you no longer want,
please bring these to the church office.

Operation Christmas Child (Jefferson)
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international Christian relief
and evangelism organization headed by Franklin
Graham. The mission of Operation Christmas Child
is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to
children in need around the world, and together
with the local church worldwide, to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ. Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered
more than 135 million gift-filled shoeboxes to children in more than 150 countries and territories.
For many of these children, the gift-filled shoebox
is the first gift they have ever received. National
Collection Week is (Nov. 13– 20, 2017).
If you are interested in Operation Christmas
Child...It is right around the corner. We need
someone to help head up that collection this
year. If you are interested, see Wendy for the
information.

JEFFERSON
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS
& HISTORICAL BOOKS

Christmas ornaments commemorating our 150 years as a church are available in the narthex for $10. Historical
books are also available for $5.

YOU ARE INVITED!

Breakfast Bible Study (Jefferson)
Tuesday Mornings
A breakfast Bible study meets weekly each Tuesday
morning from 7:00-8:00 a.m. throughout the year in Fellowship Hall. A light breakfast of toast and drinks is
shared. Anyone is welcome to become a part of the
group at any time. Your presence would add to our
spiritual energy as we go forth to serve our Lord Jesus
Christ. The book of Romans is currently being studied.

Mid-Day Bible Study (Jefferson)
1st & 3rd Thursdays

SUNDAY CLUB & OTHER CLASSES
JEFFERSON PRESBYTERIAN
Sunday Club and Adult Christian Education
classes meet each Sunday from 9:00-10:00 a.m.
Congratulations to third graders, Jaleigh Moen
and Ava Kegley, who received their very own Bibles! Options for divisions and classes are listed
below.
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Two class options are available. The one that meets in the conference room and led by Donna Carhill is reading
and studying the book, “Option B” and incorporating scripture with the book. The other class meets in
the library and will begin studying the book of
Genesis on Sunday, October 1.You are always
invited to check out or join either of these classes at
any time.
SUNDAY CLUB: for grades Pre-K-3rd taught by
Jen Badger and Vicky Lautner. Younger youth are
using the “Feasting on the Word” that follows the
lectionary. Usually the scripture that the kids study
in Sunday Club is the scripture that Pastor Moen
will preach on.
CLASS: for 4th-7th graders taught by Roger Olhausen and Cara Reedy The curriculum will be
lectionary based this year and students will learn
a different story each week that relates to the sermon.
CONFIRMATION: Taught by Pastor Gordon
Moen
SUNDAY CLUB MISSION UPDATE:
When you give an offering at Sunday Club or
other classes, you help! The chosen mission is yet to
be determined.

The Mid-Day Bible Study has been meeting at noon
for lunch and Bible Study since April. Favorite Bible
verses are shared-one per meeting. Meetings fall on the
first and third Thursdays of the month and everyone is
invited to attend. Come to any one meeting to get a
feel for the style of study, come on a regular basis, or
just come when your schedule permits. The group plans
to meet at the Greene County High School Bistro (same
location as Ram Restaurant) for lunch and study. Instead
of serving a full meal, they offer soup and sandwiches
for $5.00. Menu selections should be given to Donna
Carhill by the Tuesday before so that food can be
ready upon arrival. Please join us!
October 5-Isaiah 40:31 “. . .those who wait for the
Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint.” (the theme for the October
meeting of Dakota Presbytery)
October 19-John 10:10b “. . .I came that they may
have life, and have it to the full.” (NIV)

If you have any questions call Barbara Todd at 712
-355-0052 or Rose Morrison at 386-4610.

Sip, Stitch and Study Bible Study (Jefferson)
The Sip, Stitch and Study Bible Study group has begun meeting again on each Thursday evening at 7:00
p.m. We don’t all sip or stitch, but we do all study. We
invite anyone who is interested to join us. If you have
any questions, please call Cheryl Nailor (386-4054).
PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA)
FOR HURRICANE RELIEF
For those who wish to support PDA’s emergency
response and recovery efforts, gifts can be designated
to hurricane relief. You may write the check to First
Presbyterian Church hurricane relief or for a specific
region written in the memo. Your gift will be sent to
Presbytery who will forward it on. PDA is in touch
with presbyteries in affected areas to offer assistance.
They are standing by with resources and National Response Team members ready to deploy upon invitation and when it is safe to do so.

Have you ever eaten cereal with fresh fruit? One
of my favorites is Cheerios and peaches, with sugar
sprinkled on top. Now normally I tend to eat eggs in
the morning for no other reason than they hold my
stomach from growling a little longer than any other
breakfast choice. However, I had so many peaches
from my very own peach tree this year that I couldn’t
resist the Cheerios and peaches at least a few times.
And so I poured myself a bowl of Cheerios, sliced some
peaches, and generously sprinkled what I thought to be
sugar all over the breakfast food.
Have you ever taken a drink of milk thinking it was
pop. It does funky things to your brain for a second.
That is what I experienced as soon as my tongue
touched the spoon; I knew something was wrong. It took
awhile to consider what was “off.” Had I accidently
spread salt all over my cereal and peaches? I taste
tested the container that I thought was sugar...sure
enough it was salt.
I certainly didn’t want to waste a whole peach, a
bowl full of Cheerios, and milk. So I did what any
thrifty person would do; I stirred and stirred and
stirred before cautiously taking another bite. That didn’t work, so then I added sugar, lots of it, stirred some
more and, of course, I threw some more sugar on top
for good measure.
But guess what, nothing could override that nasty
taste; it was ridiculous. And so, I finally threw away
everything and started all over again, fresh. I didn’t
even reuse the bowl or spoon; I put that all in the dishwasher instead. Not only did I waste the original ingredients, but in trying to salvage the food, I ended up
wasting even more sugar and time.
You know I went to a whole lot of work trying to fix
that cereal to make it edible. I wonder if we do that
with our faith. I wonder if we try to fix our screw-up
ourselves instead of allowing Jesus to help. Just like
you have heard many times in worship during our confession time, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.” I John 1: 9 We need to believe this
AND allow God to work in our lives.
Internalize these lyrics from the song “Still” by Hillary Scott:
I believe that you were God alone.
But sometimes I still try to take control
‘Cause I get scared when I can’t see the end
And all you want from me is to let go
As the saying goes... Let us strive to let go and let
God!

Beacon of Hope Men’s Homeless Shelter
Fort Dodge
Saturday, September 23 we took
a trip to the Beacon of Hope Men’s
Homeless Shelter in Fort Dodge in order to work at the
2nd Chance Thrift
Shop which financially helps to support
the Beacon. A special thank you is given to Eddie Munn, Maggie Mikkelsen,
Jackie Peacock, Kaycee Pittman, and
Sadie Reedy. Pastor Moen and Wendy
Pittman also attended this work day.
We spent time pulling tags and retagging clothes, sorting
shoes, sizing jeans, and even hanging Christmas lights.
Lots of hands made for lots of work done and lots of fun.
Evie, the store manager, was the most gracious and happy person that I have ever met, she was so appreciative
of our efforts and help.

Youth Force kicked off the year with a walking game
that led us into a discussion about choices and direction.
We also spent time thinking about forgiveness using all
types of learning styles including games, music, and reallife stories. Our discussion was based on Matthew 18: 2035 and the “Parable of the Unmerciful Servant.” We also
took a group to the ARC Food Pantry to work.
Looking Ahead:
Oct 4: Bring change. We will use it to purchase items for
the ARC Food Pantry.
Oct 11: Freezer Meals
Oct. 25: (tentative) Movie at the High School. Watch for
details on REMIND.
Nov. 1: Special guests: Kyle Graven & Meladee Graven
*Be watching for the date with the church to be invited to
play board games with Youth Force. Don’t worry, there
will be a faith application!
Thank you to Keri Brooker, Marilynn Hoskinson, and
Shirley Stapleton for providing meals for Youth Force.

Christ’s Kids
Christ’s Kids finally started this month! We created
a tape resist painting in which we applied tape to a
canvas, painted over the canvas, and then pulled the
tape up. The kiddos
created some amazing pieces. (There
may still be some in
the narthex, help
yourself!) We then
got to visit our friends
at Greene County
Medical Center Long Term Care. What a blast we had
visiting people that we hadn’t seen over the summer
and we even met some new friends too! This month in
Christ’s Kids we talked about serving others and loving
others. We accomplish all of that through Christ’s Kids,
but we shouldn’t stop there. We need to serve and
love others always, just like Jesus. (Scripture references
Matthew 10: 42-25 and1 John 4: 19-21). Thank you to
Shirley Stapleton and Jenni Christensen for providing the
snack for Christ’s Kids this month.

Snacks Needed for
Hungry Christ’s Kids
Christ’s Kids are hungry after school!
If you would be interested in providing
an after school snack/drink, there is a sign-up sheet
near the door to the education wing or contact Wendy
with the date and she can sign you up. We anticipate
5 kids. Food and drink can be dropped off in the kitchen at a time that is convenient for you. Thanks for volunteering to help! You are such a blessing to us!

HELP! Youth Force Meals
We are in search of people to provide meals for
Youth Force. If you are interested in serving Youth
Force a simple meal, please let me know and I will get
you signed up! Plan to serve 10 people. There is also a
sign-up sheet on the education wing door.
Wendy

**A note for the future, if school
is cancelled due to inclement weather, Christ’s Kids and Youth Force will
be cancelled as well.**

First Presbyterian, Jefferson Youth
New this year: REMIND Please take time to sign up
for the REMIND app. This is the way that Wendy can
contact you about….
FOR CHRIST’S KIDS
Text this message: @christskid
To phone #: 81010
FOR YOUTH FORCE
Text this message: @yf1718
To phone #: 81010

Time to Prepare More Freezer Meals
Freezer meals have been much appreciated by
those who have had a family member or friend in the
hospital, have been ill or have just had a hectic day.
More meals will be prepared with the Youth Force on
Wednesday, October 11 at 6:00 p.m. A prepreparation time is also planned following worship
on Sunday, October 8. Anyone who is interested in
helping is invited to come either or both times.
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL
Dear Friends,
I greet you with all my affection. I thank you for the
sponsorship you give me. I tell you that I am doing well
in school and right now we are in the last months before
finishing school. And next year, I will get into the university where I will study the major of civil engineering. I
inform you that we are in good health in my family. My
family and I are making the effort to finish our house
and be able to live in it. In the Student Center, we do
many activities and have fun for a while too. And there,
we learn more about God and also learn about life and
they give us thoughts and advice to have a healthy life.
I say goodbye with a strong handshake and with all my
affection hoping that you continue being in good health.
Prayer request: My prayer request is for me and for all
my family and also for all people who have problems.
~Victor Gonzales, age 17

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT UPDATE
Movie: “SING’
On Saturday, September 16, the Grand Junction Presbyterian Church hosted "Family Movie
Night". This was a family friendly movie night in which the community was invited to attend. Disney's
"Sing" was played and popcorn, punch and M&M's were served. BIG fun was had by all! Big thanks
to all who made it happen: Terry Hoefle, Joan Simmons Dearborn and Wendy Pittman for helping
set up and getting the movie going as well as Marty and Linda Hoffman for donating the popcorn
and popcorn machine! We hope to try this again in November.

WOMEN’S MOVIE NIGHT-Saturday, October 14
“Princess Bride”
Chick Flick Night: Join others on October 14 at 6:00 p.m. for dinner and a
movie at the Grand Junction Presbyterian Church. We'll enjoy these movie
goodies: Fire Swamp Fondue, Fezzik's Fruit Platter, Cheese Fondue, Miracle
Max's Chocolate Covered Pills.

5-5-2017 GRAND JUNCTION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAMP MINISTRY
Thank you very much for the stamps you sent to the Stamp Ministry. The income from their sale goes to
support preparation, publication and distribution of Spanish language curriculum for Sunday Schools. More
that 50 lesson series have been published and are being used in churches in 40 different denominations in
Spanish speaking countries in Latin America, Spain and even the U.S.
In 2015, we sent $45, 639 to the Sunday School project and in 2016, we sent $46,000 (another annual
record). This brings us to a grand total of $946,000 since the inception of the Stamp Ministry back in 1972.
TO GOD BE THE GLORY for allowing us to reach this total. Thank you so much for your support of this vital
ministry.
If you would like to participate in this ministry, collect cancelled stamps of all categories. Stamps sent in the
past include: presorted, precancelled, bulk rate, metered, and non-profit stamps. It is very important that all
stamps collected have at least 1/4 inch margin (more is better) around the stamp so that Mary Lou Schuttler
can trim them.
Alliance Stamp Ministry, 15000 Shell Point Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33908

Helping Hands (Jefferson)
We express our Christian Love and
Sympathy to:
-Dan and Marilyn Emmert on the death of Marilyn’s mother, June Andeberg of Waukee.

-Matt and Wendy Pittman and family on the
death of Wendy’s cousin, Onna Lautner of Florida.
Onna was also the niece of Wayne and Vicky
Lautner.
-Loel, Sandy, Levi and Lakota Larson on the
death of Loel’s aunt, Fran Safley.
-Brenda Batschelet on the death of her grandmother, Margaret Batschelet of Guthrie Center.

Greene County Church Friends,
I want to thank everyone for their prayers and
support as we celebrated the life of June
Andeberg.
Marilyn and Pastor Dan Emmert
Olivia Catherine Ten Napel
was born June 11, 2017 and
was baptized by Pastor Gordon Moen during the worship
service on Sunday, September
24, 2017. She is the daughter
of Darren and Cassie Ten
Napel. Her grandparents are
former members, Jeff and
Connie Ten Napel. Many other
family members also attended
the baptism.
We welcome you, Olivia Catherine,
into the family of God. You are loved!

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Morgan Buenz who was conferred a Bachelor of Science degree in nursing by
Mercy College of Health Sciences in Des Moines on
August 19.

*Thanks to all those who help quietly behind the
scenes and are not recognized by name. We are a
family - many hands and much love make for lighter work.
Know that you are appreciated!

First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson
150 Years Celebrated in Joy and Praise!
*Thank you to LeAnn Monaghan and the 150th Anniversary Committee members: Lori DeBok, Diane
Gibson, Marilyn Parker, Roger Olhausen, Cliff Said and
Larry Thomsen who worked so hard and spent many
hours preparing for Jefferson First Presbyterian Church’s
150th Anniversary and for all the special touches. It was a
wonderful day!
*Thanks to our former pastors, Rev. Dick Glasgow,
Rev. Steven Harberts (representing his father, Rev. Dick
Harberts) and Rev. David Goin who participated in the
service, also Rev. David Feltman, Pastor to the NCI Presbytery who gave the message, and Wendy Pittman.
*Thank you to Keri Brooker, Wayne Lautner, Bill
Monroe, Cheryl Nailor and all the singers and instrumentalists of Glad Hearts, Joyful Noise, and the special
Anniversary Choir.
*Thanks to Keri and Wayne for the special prelude
music.
*Thank you to Wendy for putting together the photo
slide show and so much more.
*Thanks to Melinda Heater for painting the bell, taking the group photos and sales.
*Thank you to members of the Grand Junction and
Paton Presbyterian Churches who joined us in our celebration and those who sang with Glad Hearts and Joyful Noise, and the anniversary choir.

Thanks to Pam Thomsen for baking the cakes for the
meal following worship.
Thank you to others who also helped wherever needed: Shirley Stapleton, Alice Shriver, Judy Ulmer, Wayne
and Jean Taylor, and Millie Said.
We express a special thanks to our First United
Methodist Church friends for sending us the beautiful floral arrangement and congratulating us on 150 years!
FALL WORKDAY AT LAKESHORE CENTER
Volunteers are needed for a fall workday at
Lakeshore Center on Saturday, October 7 from 9 a.m.-4
p.m. Call Lakeshore Center at 712-337-3313 to reserve
a room in the Lodge or a cabin on Friday night, October
6. Cost of one night’s lodging is 6 hours labor for this
event. See more details on the flyer on the bulletin board
on the north wall in the west entry.

BAKER FAMILY IN NICARAGUA

Tuesday, September 26, 2017 Visit https://nicabakerfamily.blogspot.com
Two Managuas
This past Sunday morning at 6 am I (Andy) ran my first official race in Nicaragua. It was a 10K that
started at one of the large malls here in Managua and ran along Carretera Masaya. I was worried that
my North American name-brand running gear would make me standout
(Nike shoes, Asics tank, Rudy hat, etc.), but that was far from the case. If
anything, I would say I was in the middle of the pack when it came to
wearing expensive gear. I joined 1,000 other runners as we ran for 5k
down Carretera Masaya before turning back. Carretera Masaya is a
beautiful road with fountains, giant lit trees, trendy shops, mid to high-end
restaurants (including US chains like TGI Fridays, Buffalo Wild Wings,
and Hooters), car dealerships, and shopping malls (The Gallerias Mall is
equal with Jordan Creek in Des Moines in terms of quality). Honestly, as I ran with all these Nike clad
runners along this road it reminded me of running the Peach Tree route in suburban Atlanta a few
years ago, and for awhile I totally forgot I was in Nicaragua. That is one thing about Managua: it is a
city that is rapidly developing and modernizing, and many people have gotten to go along for the ride.
Many new jobs, led by the growth of global call centers (yep, there is a good chance that telemarketer
or customer service agent on the other end of your phone or email is here in Managua), has created a burgeoning middle class. They
are able to not only provide for their families, but to afford many of the same things as American suburbanites (hence all the Nikes
and the nice stores and restaurants). That is one Managua.
There is, however, another Managua. This is the Managua that may be only steps from the malls and restaurants, but whose residents do not even dream of visiting them. Malls, cars, restaurants, and Nikes are not on their radar; their primary focus is on survival. A few weeks ago I was driving on a major road which briefly enters an impoverished area. A garbage truck pulled out in front of
me, and I followed it for several blocks. This area is a traffic choke-point, with three traffic lights in three blocks, meaning it can
take several minutes to exit it and get to the next freeway portion of the road. As I spent several minutes behind this truck I noticed
that there were two men on the back that were not in the usual garbage collector uniform. They were rummaging through the back
of the truck and throwing things into bags (items we would call recyclables in the states). Once the truck reached the freeway portion of the road they jumped off and returned to their neighborhood. I realized that these men were not employees, but were simply
trying to provide for their families by scavenging the garbage for anything they could find (they likely had to even bribe the employees for the privilege).

(Just as examples, generic pictures of garbage
trucks in Managua)

[

I saw another example of this side of Managua when visiting a neighborhood pastoral gathering in Ciudad Sandino. Cooperation
between pastors and churches is not the norm in Nicaragua, so we were excited to hear about this group of pastors that had organically gathered to support one another and work together to serve their extremely impoverished neighborhood. How impoverished?
Very few homes seemed to be formally constructed, but rather had simply been formed by whatever materials people had been able
to find. Not to be gross, but the "sewage system" was simply an open trench that ran from each house to the street, then followed
then ran alongside the street. Most of the people in this community do not have salaried jobs, working either as day laborers or in
the informal marketplace (food stands, recycling, etc.). We had a great meeting with the pastors, and many have decided to checkout the programs and classes we offer at the Nehemiah Center. It is a dream of the head of my department that eventually the Nehemiah Center can work with these churches in order to construct a better sewage system in the neighborhood. Praying for opportunities to serve both the spiritual and material needs of this community.
It is my prayer that God works in both of these Managuas. The modernized and relatively wealthy Managua has been blessed in
many ways, but blessing can bring struggles. The rise of consumerism can lead to a lust for "stuff" and a focus on worldly things
over God. It can also lead to an indifference for the condition of others. The impoverished Managua has, in many ways, been
blessed by evangelical churches. Many churches have gone into these areas and reached many with the gospel. Despite the lack of
worldly things you will find many passionate believers in these communities. Yet, they live every day with the pressure of having to
provide even the most basic of things for their families. One city, very different realities, but one major thing in common: everyone
in every situation needs God.
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