First Presbyterian Church
MAY 2017
Stated Session Minutes of April 19, 2017 from Regular Meeting
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the sanctuary on Wednesday, April
19, 2017 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting to order at 7:00
p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Galen Dayton, Kathi Florea, Tom Heater, Loel Larson,
LeAnn Monaghan, Matt Pittman, Cheryl Nailor, Shirley Stapleton and Larry Thomsen. Excused was Cara
Reedy. A quorum was present. Also present was Marilyn and Dan Emmert.
From 7:00-7:25 Opening Worship and Elements
At 7:30 p.m. members adjourned to the conference room where the following Consent Agenda was reviewed.
Approval of Stated Minutes from March 15, 2017
Old Business
Average Attendance March 2017-85 and March 2016-91
86 were served communion at the April 2 regular worship service
63 were served communion at the Maundy Thursday service
96 were served communion at the April 16 Easter worship service
A Special Congregational Meeting was held on April 2 and the motions brought forth regarding:
Should the First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson, enter into a sharing ministry with the Presbyterian
Churches of Grand Junction and Paton and a proposed by-law change to allow Ruling Elders and
Deacons to serve two consecutive three-year terms of office. Both were approved. Also Terms of
Call for Pastor Moen were approved at this meeting.
Pastor gave a report from The Church of the Damascus Road worship service on March 29.
Pastor’s Report
Activity Report provided
April 22-27, 2017 Pine Ridge Reservation Visit-Pulpit supply for April 23-Dan Emmert
April 20-21 Vacation was approved
April 28-May 3, 2017 Vacation-Pulpit supply for April 30-Wendy Pittman
Motions offered by Committees.
Property & Finance -Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and pay current bills
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Approval of Ministry Team Reports
Worship-Pentecost Sunday is June 4
TEAM (Mission)Planned a send-off for the team leaving on the Pine Ridge Reservation April 22-coffee,
juice, donuts and snacks to send along
Financial help will be given to Adam Brubaker who has severe ongoing health needs (stepdaughter, Julia Follett) attends Youth Force
Financial support will be given to Andy and Andrea (Monroe) Baker and family who will be
moving to Nicaragua this summer to do mission work
Brief discussion on the possibility of another mission trip in July to Pine Ridge Reservation
StewardshipMay is Stewardship Foundation Month;
Summer Outing plans discussed
Farm Tour and Picnic plans for July 2
Property & FinanceFarm Tour and Picnic is July 2 at Paul Mears Farm
Getting a quote for possible options and costs to remove conference room sky light
Will remove 3 overgrown bushes on the south side of church; will replace with new ones
Potential options for changing the message sign board in front of church to digital
Spiritual GrowthGraduation Reception will be May 7 during Coffee & Conversation Time-plans discussed
Vacation Bible School will be June 26-29 (4 days this year) - theme: Light
Summer Sunday School will begin June 4; another adult may need to fill in for Wendy to
help the YITS when she begins leading worship services at Paton and Churdan in July
Congregational Life
Family Circle participants are enjoying their time together
150th Anniversary Celebration- requesting help from all teams and the congregation to
help…Working on post cards and paper pads to distribute.
Shirley will help Youth Force with packaging college student care packages
Craft Day will be July 15
Special videos will be made by youth for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
Approved the welcome informational card about the church
Quarterly attendance was reviewed
Personnel (none)
Governance (none)
150th Anniversary Committee-Celebration date set for September 3

The Consent Agenda items were approved as presented.
Other Motions Requiring Session Approval-see below
New Business
Communion servers (going forward) May 7 – Kathi, Shirley, Matt and Larry
A certificate of transfer of membership from the First United Presbyterian Church in Grand
Junction was approved for Marilyn Emmert
Wendy will be at Ruling Cohort in Ackley on Saturday, April 29 from 9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Other business, questions, or announcements-Elders took shelter due to a tornado warning issued

Please note the new format for the Session meetings. If you would like to see copies
of the Pastor’s Report or any of the Ministry Team Reports, they are available in the
office, if you ask.

Pentecost Sunday, June 4
Sunday, June 4 we will dedicate our Pentecost Offering. This is one of our four special
PCUSA offerings. It provides a direct way to meet the needs of children at risk, youth
and young adults. Congregations keep 40% of the offering to support ministries benefiting these age groups in their communities. Please prayerfully consider your gift.

Red Fabric Needed for Keepsake 150th Anniversary Quilt
The 150th Anniversary Committee is seeking fabric to be included in a keepsake signature
quilt. We are asking for either one quarter yard cuts or fat quarters that are predominately
red in color. These will be sewn into blocks for members and friends of the church to sign. The
blocks will be sewn into a quilt to commemorate the 150th year of our church. See LeAnn
Monaghan for details.

First Presbyterian Church
Jefferson, Iowa
Celebrates 150 years!
1867-2017

Our church has come a long way from the early days when you came to church and tied
your horse and buggy to the hitching post to today when we keep in touch with our church
family all over the world (Hi, Katie!) by using e-mail and social media. We hope you are
enjoying our monthly presentations in church and the Peek at Our Past in the weekly bulletins highlighting the 150 years of history in our church.
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, September 3 when we will have a special church
service and dinner following. We hope you will invite anyone in your family or friends
who were part of our past to join us as we celebrate that day. We have several special
activities planned as we look forward to continuing the work God has called our church to
do.

Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website
http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarof events.htm

Christ’s Kids
I don’t know if I should tell you all this information through a newsletter; it feels rather impersonal. The word is going to get out soon anyway so I
might as well just spill the beans….we are expecting
babies at our house, the two legged kind - little chicks.
Yes, Matt and I gave into the request of our youngest
daughter to try to hatch chicken eggs.
What an experience it has been! First, it started
with a persuasive paper. (What can I say, I am an
educational mom and I was trying to buy myself some
time to think through the ramifications. Or, maybe I
was really trying to squash the conversation completely so I asked for a persuasive paper concerning the
request for chicks.) Little did I know, within 12 hours, I
would receive the persuasive paper complete with a
program that included a speech, commercial, snacks,
intermission, skit, song, and more.
Who knew that chicks could be so much work just
to hatch? First, you have to keep them at a particular
temperature as well as maintain proper humidity in
the air. At least we had an automatic egg rotator
(otherwise we would have had to turn the eggs 5
times per day according to the internet). And tonight
was the night that we were to take the eggs out of the
rotator. For the last couple of days, the eggs should
remain still, according to Google.
By the time you read this article, we will likely
have baby chicks at our house and they didn’t come
easily; it was quite the program to convince us to
hatch chicks in the first place and then hard work monitoring them! I wonder if our faith is a little like hatching chicken eggs. I imagine somewhere down the line,
you had to be persuaded to have faith in the first
place. Think about what that “program” looked like in
your life. Now, your faith needs monitoring. What I
mean by that is perhaps we should assess our
“spiritual temperature” and “faith humidity level”.
Rotation is important as well, we certainly can’t keep
our faith in the same position, we need to move it.
And so here is my prayer for all of us, “I pray
that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant
that you may be strengthened in your inner being with
power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power
to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth
and length and height and depth, and to know the love
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3: 16-19)

Who knew that coloring was so much work! The
kids completed a color your own door hanger that
said, “Open your door to Jesus.” These door hangers had many intricate parts that needed attention
and the kids put forth quite the effort. However, coloring is relaxing and it is always fun to work with
permanent markers. A special thank you is given to
Kaycee for finishing up the extra ones needed for
our friends at Long Term Care.
A special thank you is given to Cara Reedy and
Kelly Jo Conner for providing the snack. A special
thank you is given to Shirley Stapleton for helping
with our group ALL YEAR LONG.
*Be watching for details on when we will pick
crafts for next year! We will do it sometime this summer…
In case you didn’t get to see the real deal!? The
crafts we colored as our last project of the year.

The kids NEVER miss a chance to share story time
with their Judy!

Thank You, Webb House Chaperones!
Thank you to Matt & Wendy Pittman, Shirley Stapleton, and Kathy Hardaway for chaperoning at
the Webb House in April.

Youth Force Happenings
Where does all the time go? I cannot believe
that the end of Youth Force (and the end of the
school year for that matter) are right around the
corner. We had a busy month of April completing
many projects and learning more about our faith.
First, we created a video of the stripping of the
sanctuary that was used during the Maundy Thursday worship service. We talked about what they
thought the stripping of the sanctuary might signify. Then, Youth Force completed a series of stations entitled, “Journey to the Cross” where we
thought about the last week of Jesus’ life on earth.
We also got to view the video that we had created the week prior. In addition, we completed a lot
of projects, serving others and spreading God’s
love by packing the care packages for 9 college
students (see p. 10 for their thank-yous) and loading soup headed for Pine Ridge. Lastly, we participated in an open discussion forum, and signed a
gift for our graduates.

A special thank you is giving to Roger & Rose
Olhausen, Keri Brooker, Shirley Stapleton, Cara
Reedy, and Cheryl Nailor for providing a meal
for Youth Force.
*Please note - last day of Youth Force is May 3*
SPEAKER: JULIE PORTER
JOIN US WED, MAY 3
“Destination Praise: Joy
from Sorrow.”
It is inevitable that people
will experience loss sometime in life. You have a
choice in how you will react
during those hard times.
Join others as we discover
how to navigate the ups
and downs of life.
Julie Porter is a Christian counselor with TEAM Restoration Ministries.
Her background includes teaching high school
Spanish, working in youth ministry, being a stay-at
-home mom, and finally, counseling. You won’t
want to miss her dynamic personality as we journey through life circumstances and faith together.

Congratulations to Our
2017 Graduates!
Recognition Reception
Sunday, May 7, 10:00 A.M.
The congregation is invited to a reception on Sunday, May 7
at 10:00 a.m. during Coffee and Conversation in
honor of our high school
graduates. Abby Badger,
daughter of Brent and Jen
Badger will be graduating
from Greene County High
School
on May
28 at 2:00 p.m. Mallorie
PIttman, daughter of Matt
Pittman and step-daughter of
Wendy Pittman will be graduating from Panorama High School
on May 21 at 1:00 p.m. Please
come and wish these young ladies well!

Help Mallorie Celebrate!
Mallorie Pittman invites you to her graduation celebration of Saturday, May 13 from 4-7 at
The Port on Lake Panorama, 5405 Chimra Road,
Panora, IA.

IMPACT AWARD TO JIM NORTH, WEBB HOUSE
Jim North and the Webb House in Jefferson
have been chosen as the recipients of the Greene
County Community Impact Award. The award was
established to recognize an individual or individuals
whose activities have an easily recognized impact
upon Greene County residents.
Mary Weaver, a spokesperson for the “Impact”
Award Committee, said, “Jim North has been a
leader in Greene County for years. It is only fitting
that Jim and his work through the Webb House be
recognized. His work has had an impact on youth
throughout the county.”
Twenty years ago North and a group of visionary youth and adult volunteers established the original Webb House as a safe and fun place for
Greene County youth to gather. The Webb House
has grown from a basement gathering place to a
remodeled house. North has given generously of his
time and talents recruiting adults and youth to make
the Webb House a centerpiece of the community
and county youth activities.
To view the rest of the article visit Greene County
News Online.

Partnering With the Rez…
Early Saturday morning, April 22, a group of eight from First
Presbyterian Church embarked on a trip that would change the
way they look at another culture, the poor, missions, and even
themselves. Without leaving the United States and but a ten hour
car ride away, they entered foreign territory as they crossed
onto the Pine Ridge Reservation in southwestern
South Dakota.
Perhaps the Lakota
word te’haŋ captures it
best for the word embodies both time and space
implying continued motion. Pastor Gordon Moen, Marilynn Hoskinson,
One asks, “How far is Pine Bill Monroe, Martha Monroe, Pam Clemons,
Donna Carhill, Barbara Todd, and
Ridge?” It is te’haŋ, far in Dr. Bob Clemons
time and distance and culture all moving together.
The group will be sharing their experiences with the church, but we
invite you to consider making a similar trip yourself. We have reserved
space for another group for Saturday, July 1-Thursday, July 6, 2017.
There will be one or two training sessions which participants will be expected to attend to prepare for the
trip.
Please consider joining this second trip and make your interest known to Pam (515-298-1675 or
pclemons51@gmail.com) or Bob Clemons or Martha Monroe in the office. We will share more details as
they become available. Wóphila! (Thank you!) Pam and Bob Clemons

COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL
FROM VICTOR
Male, Age 16, From Bolivia
*First Pres has sponsored Victor since November 2006*
My family members are: my mom and my dad and my 4 siblings and me.
The language I speak is Spanish.
In my family I spend the most time with my mom.
My favorite color is green
The color of my hair is black
The color of my eyes is brown
My favorite food is pique, it has chip potatoes, meat into pieces and sausage, and salad.
My favorite song is Demente by Tercer Cielo
My favorite season is spring.
Well, the things I like doing is listen to music. I also like the class of math. I also like spending time with my
family and playing with my little sisters. I like feline animals such as cats, tigers, etc. Well, this is my last year
at school and I will study architecture at one University of Bolivia.
Love, Victor Hugo
This is a drawing that Victor sent.

2017 Synod School
“Let Justice Flow”
July 23-28

Congratulations to 2017 YIT members: Julia
Follett, Kylie Roach, and Annie Twillie. These
girls will create, plan, and prepare the summer
ministries for First Pres including, but not limited to,
Summer Sunday Club and Vacation Bible School.
Mark your calendars for the last week of June for
VBS. Summer Sunday
Club will begin June
4. We will be looking
at light all through
Vacation Bible School
and Summer Sunday
Club. This picture is a
little “sneak peek” of
our summer theme!
See you soon!

NOW is the time to register for summer camp!
We have some amazing new programs, an awesome staff in place, so all we are missing is YOU!
Registration is entirely online this year. Not only is
it secure and convenient, but it will simplify all future registrations! Simply go to
www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org and click on
the Summer Camp tab. There you will find the
“Register” button. Click on that and follow the instructions.
Camp Mission:
To invite all to experience
the life-changing love of Christ
in the beauty of God’s creation

Have you ever looked at the Synod School
book? Are you looking for something new and different to do this summer? Check out this opportunity!
The 2017 Synod School will be July 23–28
at Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa.
Whether you’re a first timer or longtime attendee,
Synod School is an exceptional experience, especially because of the many opportunities it offers
for enriching worship and nurturing spiritual practices. Synod School is a learning and personal enrichment experience for people of all ages. It
seeks to create an environment of hospitality,
healing and hope. The week is designed for laity
and clergy, individuals and families. Classes and
fun and interesting activities are available for
adults, youth and children.
“Let Justice Flow” is the theme of Synod School
2017. Come to participate in a unique experience
of Christian community as we worship, study, play
and live together; to grow in faith through action,
relationships, and a centering of the spirit; for continuing education, for a special family experience
or for individual growth; to take it all in, then return home to share and serve.”
It includes a wide variety of fun and mindstretching courses, worship and singing, and times
for both fellowship and private reflection. During
the afternoon break, Art Share offers opportunities to create a special Synod School memory. Activities offered after the evening worship include
mini-courses, nightly movies, a Coffee House, and
tie dyeing.
Much more detailed information about Synod School, the convocation speaker, worship
leaders and artist in residence is available in the
Synod School books found in the narthex. Information about housing, scholarships, lists of a variety of 81 interesting classes of all kinds, schedules,
registration information and forms are in the
booklets.
Registrations must be received by July 1.
(see pages 21 and 51-52 in the book). Register
early-several classes have very limited enrollments. New this year is online registration! Go to
https://www.regonline.com/Synod-School-2017

Mid-Day Bible Study
Meets at the Ram Restaurant May 4 and May 18
This newly formed Bible Study has been meeting for lunch and Bible Study since April. Favorite Bible
verses are shared-one per meeting. Please contact the church office by the Sunday before each
study to declare your intention to attend and to reserve your meal ($7). Meetings fall on the first and
third Thursdays of the month and everyone is invited to attend. Come to any one meeting of the
group to get a flavor of the style of study, come on a regular basis, or just come when your schedule
permits. You may be very glad you did.
Thursday, May 4 at Noon 1 Corinthians 13:13 “And now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; and the greatest of these is love.”
Thursday, May 18 at 11:30 a.m. Proverbs 22:6 “Train a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not turn from it.”
Have you had experiences that prove the value of one or both of these verses? Bring your stories to
share; listen to the ways the Word of God has impacted others; and grow in faith as you enjoy the
fellowship of believers exploring the Bible. Marilynn Hoskinson suggested the Corinthians passage,
and Rose Morrison suggested the verse from Proverbs. Both will be in attendance to share the impact these verses have had on their lives.
If you have a favorite scripture to recommend for the Mid-Day study group to include in their schedule, you may submit the verse or verses to the church office, or write them on a 3x5 card and place it
in the basket on the table outside the sanctuary doors.

We Welcome a New Member!
We welcome Marilyn Emmert to our congregation. Her husband, Dan Emmert, also worships
with us as an honorably retired teaching elder of the Presbyterian Church USA.
Be sure to introduce yourselves to Dan and Marilyn and welcome them if you have not already
done so.
Welcome, Dan and Marilyn Emmert!

Helping Hands
*Thanks to Keri and Leo Brooker, Diane
Gibson, Tom and Melinda Heater, Dr. Bob
and Pam Clemons for providing and serving Sunday
school breakfast on Sunday, April 10.
*Thank you to Pastor Gordon and the Worship Ministry Team for leading us through another meaningful Lenten season and Holy Week. Let us continue to
share God’s wonderful promise with others that we
*Thanks to Pastor Gordon and Wendy Pittman for
the many, many hours spent in putting together images and videos for the multi-media presentations and
for setting up Fellowship Hall and the sanctuary for
all the special services throughout Lent and Holy
Week.

Thank You from
College Students
for Care Packages
Thanks to all who contributed.
If you could tell everyone who helped put the care
packages together- a big thank you from me, that
would be awesome!! It will definitely be used! –Text
message received from Kami Badger

*Thank you to Donna Carhill, LeAnn Monaghan,
Marilyn Emmert, Cheryl Nailor and members of
Donna’s class who helped with the Maundy Thursday meal. Thanks to Keri Brooker for playing for the
Maundy Thursday service and to Cheryl Nailor for
playing for the Good Friday service.

When your church family come in clutch! –Snapchat
received from Kayla Youngblood

*Thanks to Shirley Stapleton, the Congregational
Life Ministry Team, and Donna Carhill who helped
provide a wonderful special Easter Coffee and Conversation on Easter Sunday.

Thanks for the care package! I love it! –Text message from Carleigh Pittman

*Thank you to Keri Brooker, Cheryl Nailor, Wayne
Lautner, Donna Carhill, Glad Hearts and the Joyful
Noise for their special music during the Lenten season, Holy Week and Easter Sunday.
*Thank you to Dan Emmert for sharing God’s mes-

sage with us on Sunday, April 23 and Wendy
Pittman for sharing God’s message on Sunday, April
30.
*Thanks to Wayne Taylor for removing the overgrown bushes in the front of our church. Your hard
work is appreciated.

*Thanks to Wayne Lautner and Keri Brooker for the
special trumpet and organ music on Sunday, April
30.
*Thank you to our church family who serve as greeters, ushers, nursery attendants, lay readers, acolytes,
coffee and conversation hosts-also Keri and Cheryl
who provide beautiful music each Sunday. You all
help to make each service welcoming and meaningful
to everyone who comes to worship God.
*Thanks to all who quietly participate in many ways
that often go unnoticed! Your gifts of love are appreciated!

Thank you so much for the generous care package!
I greatly appreciate it! ☺ -Emily Vander Wilt via facebook

Thank you so much-This is amazing! –Snapchat
from Lakota Larson
Thanks for the care package-total surprise! Snapchat from Kelsey Buenz
Thank you guys so much for the care package! It's
really nice to know people back home are thinking
about me. Thanks for all the kind words and messages. I love all the chocolate, candy, gum, and other
goodies! It's nice to have while studying for finals.
I've already had a few pieces of chocolate and I
made Ramen noodles last night. The homemade
bookmark and door decoration was adorable and I'll
be sure to use them! I'm planning to have some popcorn this afternoon while I study for the final exam of
the week! My graduation ceremony and pinning is
Friday, but I'm not done with classes until August.
Thank you so much for thinking of me! Email from
Morgan Buenz
Thank you for the care package. Personal thank
you from Mitchell Gorsuch
Thank you so much for the care package! It was
just what I needed to get through this week! I absolutely loved all the cute sayings and scriptures! Text
message from Tressa Rasmussen

Ushers

May Birthdays
Rob Mumma
Carol Zwicky
Tom Heater
Beverly Hoyt
Kathi Florea
Kimber Martin
Matthew Carhill
Melinda Heater
Jess Christensen
Ben Peckumn
Marian Selene

2
2
4
14
15
17
25
27
28
29
30

Doug and LeAnn Monaghan
Randy and Jen Christensen

7

Leo Brooker; Donna Carhill
Bob and Marian Gulardo

14

Roger and Rose Olhausen
Al and Gretchen Rowedder

21

Ron and Lori DeBok
Wayne and Vicky Lautner

28

Nursery

Roxanne Gorsuch
Wendy Pittman
Jill Rasmussen
Jason and Cara Reedy

Anniversaries
Doug and LeAnn Monaghan

14

Acolyte Schedule
Violet Reedy
Maggie Mikkelsen
Kaycee Pittman
Sadie Reedy

7
14
21
28

Financial Secretary for May
Galen Dayton
Marilynn Hoskinson is the deacon of the
month of May in charge of rides to church.
Call her at 386-3490.

Happy Mother’s Day
May 14, 2016

Alan Scott
Tom Heater
Leo Brooker
Bill Monroe

Lay Readers

Greeters

Gary and Shirley Danielson
Donna Carhill; Mignon Rasmussen

7
14
21
28

7
14
21
28

7

Bill and Martha Monroe
Kathy Moen

14

Diane Kennedy
Tom and Melinda Heater

21

George Hedges
Bob and Marian Gulardo

28

Coffee and Conversation

Spiritual Growth Ministry Team
Gretchen Rowedder
Marian Gulardo/Diane Gibson
Diane Kennedy

We express our
Christian Love and Sympathy to:
-Pastor Gordon and Kathy Moen on the
death of Pastor’s aunt, Vi Vigen of
North Dakota.

7
14
21
28

