First Presbyterian Church
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Pastor’s Pen
As we approach the Season of Lent, one of the questions we asked in our Worship Ministry Team meeting was,
“How can we think of Lent in a fresh way? How can we make Lent more than just giving up chocolate, pop, or
some other habit we may have?”
One of the ideas we came across spoke about the gap between the cross on which Jesus hung at Golgotha
and the empty cross that hangs in our sanctuary and in sanctuaries in most protestant churches. The gap might be
called Holy Saturday, the gap between the death of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus.
Some theologians describe this time as a time of living in the between times of Jesus’ resurrection and Jesus’
return as promised to his disciples. It is a time when Jesus has finished his work, but we do not see the fulfillment
yet. It has a fancy name-“realized eschatology”. It is much like the end of World War II. The war was declared
over, the documents signed; yet there were soldiers in isolated places who did not know and so the war continued
for them until someone came and told them they could stop fighting. We live in a time waiting for Jesus to come
and rule over the kingdom. In the gap, we continue to live and wait.
So maybe one question we might think about during Lent is, “How do we live in this gap?” How do we live in a
world filled with gaps caused by our own human brokenness and frailty? What are the gaps in our lives that stop
us from experiencing life in a more full and complete way? How do we find life in the gaps of our lives?
So we have come up with a Lenten sermon series using the lectionary and looking at the scriptures through the
lens of our Lenten theme, “Finding Life in the Gaps”. During the course of Lent, we will be looking at the following
scriptures and different areas of life where there may be gaps that, if filled, will lead to a deeper relationship
with God and a stronger community of faith.
March 1, 2017: Sermon- “Time for Repentance” Scripture: Joel 2:1-2, 12-27
We will look at Joel 2:1-2, 12-27 as the prophet warns of the coming of “the day of the LORD” or the day of
judgment. But through Joel, God invites a time of repentance to fill the “gap” until the day arrives. How will we
respond to this time and this invitation?
March 5, 2017: Sermon- “Filling in the Shortfall” Scripture: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7: Romans 5:12-17. We will
compare the fall of Adam and Eve in Genesis and the work of Jesus. Paul compares the “first Adam” and “the second Adam” and how Jesus fills in the gap between them.
March 12, 2017: Sermon- “Growing Hope” Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4a; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17.
We will look with Paul at the promise (or covenant) given to Abram by God. There is a gap between the promise
offered and accepted and the actual fulfillment of the promise. How to live in that gap is a product of faith and a
right relationship with God. What can it mean to live by faith in the promises of God?

First Presbyterian Church
208 West State Street
Jefferson Iowa 50129
Phone: 515-386-2514
Fax: 515-386-2170
firstpres@netins.net
www.firstpresjefferson.org
Rev. Gordon Moen, Pastor

March 19, 2017 Sermon- “Being Reformed” Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-11.
On this Sunday we will be hearing of the struggle Israel faced in the wilderness. Paul offers a glimpse of
what transformation Israel went through in their forty year journey. It was a time of growth and change
for the people. How can struggle make us better people and a stronger church?
March 26, 2017: Sermon- “Finding a New Community” Scripture: John 9:41
This is a well known healing story of a blind man. You would think it would be a feel good story, but there
are struggles for the man that includes loss. It is a lonely time as he loses his community. But he finds new
community in Jesus. How can we be the community of Jesus and welcome as Jesus received this man?
April 2, 2017: Sermon- “Growing in Trust” Scripture: John 11:1-45.
Lazarus dies. The problem is Jesus seems to delay his arrival and faces Martha and Mary who state, “If
you had been here, our brother would not have died.” Why is there a gap between Jesus’ hearing of
Lazarus being sick and his departure to go and see him? Are we sometimes disappointed in God in our
perception of God not showing up in time to help us? Jesus asks Martha and Mary to believe that Lazarus
will live even if they do not understand. Is that how we are to fill the gap?
We hope you will join us for this sermon series as we spend our time during Lent “Finding Life in the
Gap.” Worship is a spiritual discipline. We hope you will strengthen this most important part in our relationship with God this Lent. See you Sunday.

Ash Wednesday
March 1
Plan to join us for a special Ash Wednesday worship service and communion on Wednesday, March 1 at 6:30 p.m. as we begin the season
of Lent.

Stated Session Minutes of February 15, 2017 from Regular Meeting
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on Wednesday,
February 15, 2017 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting to order at
7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Galen Dayton, Kathi Florea, Tom Heater, Loel
Larson, LeAnn Monaghan, Matt Pittman, Cheryl Nailor, Shirley Stapleton and Larry Thomsen. Absent was
Cara Reedy. A quorum was present. Also present was Brent Gerzema.
7:00 –7:25 p.m. Opening Worship and Elements
7:30 p.m. Consent Agenda and Discussions
A motion was approved to receive Brent and Abby Gerzema and their two sons, Gabriel and Aiden, by
Certificates of Transfer.
The following Consent Agenda was reviewed.
Approval of Stated Minutes from January 18, 2017 and Special Session Minutes from January 29, 2017.
Note: Motion was made to change wording under Property and Finance. Now reads: Motion to approve
zeroing out negative balance in General Operating Fund by transferring that amount from monies in the
Capital Improvement Fund.

Old Business
Average attendance January 2017 – 75 and January 2016 – 80
83 were served communion at the February 15 regular worship service
Matt Pittman was ordained and installed as a Ruling Elder for the Class of 2019 and Shirley Danielson
was installed as Deacon for the Class of 2019 on January 29, 2017.
Annual Congregational Meeting and Breakfast were held on January 22, 2017
Sign-offs regarding the Sexual Misconduct Policy were distributed and signed

Pastor’s Report
Activity Report
Scheduled Dates
February 16-17, 2017
March 7, 2017
April 22-27, 2017

Macedonia Retreat-Cedar Falls
Presbytery Meeting-Burt
Pine Ridge Reservation Visit (will need pulpit supply for April 23)
This was approved as continuing education expense
Vacation approved (will need pulpit supply for April 30)

April 28-May 3, 2017

Motions offered by Teams
Property and Finance-Motion to approve the treasurer’s report and pay current bills for January
Approval of Ministry Team Reports
Worship Ministry Team
Cheryl & Galen
-Lenten season plans were discussed - theme will be “Finding Life in the Gaps”
-Possibility of looking at the meaning of the various crosses through the ages-Greek, St. Andrew's , etc.
TEAM Mission Ministry Team
Loel
-Souper Bowl luncheon on February 5 was discussed-variety of soups will be prepared and served
Stewardship Ministry Team
No report

Kathi
(Session Minutes continued on page 4)

Property & Finance Ministry Team
Tom & Larry
-The treasurer’s report shows a total asset balance of $121,716.69 on January 31, 2017.
-It was approved to accept the treasurer’s report and to pay the current bills.
Spiritual Growth Ministry Team
-No report

Cara & Matt

Congregational Life Ministry Team
Shirley & LeAnn
-Quilt and Craft Day on Saturday, March 4
-Plans for the 150th Year Celebration of First Presbyterian Church
Personnel-No report
Governance-None
The Consent Agenda items were approved as presented
Other Motions Requiring Session Discussion & Approval-See below

New Business
Communion servers (forward) for March 1, Ash Wednesday –Matt and Larry and two to be asked
Communion servers (seated) for March 5—LeAnn, Shirley, Galen, Larry and Loel
The transfer of membership request from Dick and Karen Pound to the First United Methodist Church of
Jefferson was approved with our blessings.
Larry was approved as elder delegate for the March 7 Presbytery meeting at the Burt Presbyterian
Church
2017 Lay Lenten Worship/Luncheon Schedules
Meal from 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.; Worship from 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.; Cost-$5.00
March 1
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church (Parish Center)
March 8
Central Christian Church
March 15
Trinity Lutheran Church
March 22
Christ Lutheran Church
March 29
First Presbyterian Church
April 5
First United Methodist Church
Update on continuing dialogue with Grand Junction and Paton Presbyterian Churches and possibility
of combining pastoral services.
Pastor shared information he received from the Macedonia discussions concerning reasons why some
people do not attend church.
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2017 Souper Bowl of Caring
The 2017 Souper Bowl of Caring Challenge was once again a success! Thanks so much to
the T.E.A.M. Ministry Team and all who participated in this annual project and to Doug
Monaghan for delivering soup orders to the church. This year we challenged other churches in
Greene County to also participate and compete against the three Presbyterian churches of
Greene County. Here are the statistics!
First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson

4,384 cans

Grand Junction Presbyterian Church

308 cans

Paton Presbyterian Church

469 cans

All other participating Greene County churches

1,574 cans

Total for Greene County

6,735 cans

Thank you to Loel Larson and the Mission Ministry Team (Cheryl Christensen, Marilyn Parker, Sandy
Larson and Kathy Hardaway) for providing and serving the delicious soup luncheon in celebration following
church worship. Thanks to Marg Mumma for providing cookies.
Thank you to Eldon Cunningham, Gary Danielson, Ron DeBok and Terry Miller for delivering and distributing our soup.
Greene County ARC Food Pantry

2,584 cans

Beacon of Hope Men’s Shelter in Fort Dodge

1,008 cans

Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota

792 cans (to be delivered at a later date)

Quilt and Craft Retreat-Saturday, March 4

Ecumenical Lenten Services
and Luncheons 2017
Throughout the Lenten season, the Greene
County Clergy Association will sponsor ecumenical
luncheons and worship services each Wednesday.
The schedule continues as follows:
Lenten Luncheon ($5.00) - 11:45 A.M.
Worship 12:15 P.M.
March 1

St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish Center

March 8

Central Christian Church

March 15

Trinity Lutheran Church

March 22

Christ Lutheran Church

March 29

First Presbyterian Church

April 5

First United Methodist Church

One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering
Serve one another with whatever
gift each of you has received 1 Peter 4:10

Presbyterians have joined with millions of
other Christians through One Great Hour of Sharing to share God's love with people experiencing
need. Our gifts support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and
community development that help people find safe
refuge, start new lives and work together to
strengthen their families and communities.
Through your gift, you can serve people in your
community and around the world by providing
food and fresh water, assistance in rebuilding after
crisis or catastrophe, and resources to communities
working to overcome oppression.
The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36
percent of undesignated gifts, while SelfDevelopment of People and Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance each receives 32 percent.
Prayerfully consider your gift. This special
PCUSA offering will be received on Palm Sunday, April 9.

Do you quilt, scrapbook, knit, crochet or enjoy other
crafts? Come join in the fun as we have a day of creativity and conversation during our Quilt and Craft Retreat
on Saturday, March 4 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Stay for the whole day or drop in as your
time allows. Bring a friend and your supplies to have a
day dedicated to getting some projects done. This is a
no-cooking day so we will go out for lunch or order in.

The Church of the Damascus Road
Prison Ministry in Fort Dodge
Worship-March 29
On the fifth Wednesday of every month, our church
has the opportunity to worship with The Church of the
Damascus Road at the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility.
“Your presence at worship is a witness to the inmates that
there are people on the ‘outside’ who care about the
people on the ‘inside’”.
To be able to attend, you must be 18 years or older;
you will need a photo ID such as a driver’s license, documentation of your Social Security number, abide by the
dress code (no sandals, denim, skirts, etc.), and carry no
money in.
A list of those attending must be provided at least
one week prior to the visit. It must include first and last
names, phone number, Social Security numbers, and
dates of birth.
The next worship opportunity is March 29. If you
would like to go or have questions, please let Wendy
know by Tuesday, March 21. We will leave from the
church at 5:00 p.m. Please contact Wendy Pittman if
you are interested. If you have questions, contact
Wayne Lautner.

We express our
Christian Love and Sympathy to:
-Bill and Martha Monroe on the death of Martha’s
father, William (Bill) Ray of Creston, Iowa.
The 4th Annual Bowling Day will be Sunday,
March 12 at Spare Time Lanes in Jefferson following
church service. Breadeaux Pizza will deliver pizza
for lunch-a free will offering for the meal. Beverages
will be available for purchase at the bowling alley.
Come and join in for a fun afternoon of fellowship!

We Welcome New Members!
We welcomed Brent and Abbey Gerzema
and their sons, Gabriel and Aiden to our congregation on Sunday, February 26.
Be sure to introduce yourselves to this family
and welcome them if you have not already done
so.
Welcome, Brent, Abbey, Gabriel and Aiden!
We are glad you a part of our church family!

Congratulations to Joe and
Emily Davis of Omaha on the
birth of their daughter, Clara
Rosalie on February 16. She
weighed 6 lb. 14 oz. Her brother, Jorgen,
welcomes her home.
Proud grandparents are Leo and Keri
Brooker.

-Russell Scott on the death of his friend, Timothy
Good.

Dear First Presbyterian Family,
Thank you so much for all of the kindness given to
our family at the time of Duane’s passing. The ladies
who organized and served the luncheon did such an
amazing job. We are so very blessed to be part of
this wonderful church family.
Thank you again,
Loel, Sandy, Levi and Lakota Larson
First Presbyterian Church Ladies in the Kitchen,
You made our lunch so special for our family and
friends. You made our day so much easier not having
to worry about food, place setting, etc. We appreciate everything you did. Thanks to each of you.
During a time like this we realize how much our
friends and relatives really mean to us. . . Your expression of sympathy will always be remembered.
The Family of Duane Larson
Mrs. Betty Larson
Linda and family
Lindsey and family
Laine and family
Loel and family

Youth Force
I try to be a thoughtful person. I try to send notes
when I am thinking about folks. I try to call or text to let
people know I care. I even send some birthday cards
here and there. I can’t believe that I am about to tell
you this story, but I didn’t want you to miss out on the
fun that I call my life. This is just too good to be true!
Recently I wrote a birthday card to a friend. I have
no idea when I wrote the card, probably last week
sometime. The only thing that I am certain of is that I
wrote out a lovely birthday card and signed it, carefully placing the person’s name on the front of the envelope. Just today, I looked at upcoming birthdays and
decided I better catch up on some cards. So I picked
out just the right card and wrote a lovely card and
signed it, carefully placing the person’s name on the
front of the envelope. It wasn’t until I went to put the
card in our church mailbox that I realized. . . déjà vu,
this seems really familiar! When I saw my handwriting
on the front of the other card, I couldn’t believe it. . . I
wrote a birthday card to the exact same person. . .
twice in a matter of less than a week and I don’t have
any recollection of it at all! Zero. Zilch. Absolutely
NONE!
First of all, what in the world is wrong with me and
what else have I done that I can’t remember?! Second,
of course, I connect this anecdote to faith! I can only
imagine that the reason I don’t remember writing two
birthday cards to the exact same person in less than a
week is because I was in a hurry. My mind was probably wandering to my to-do list, groceries, laundry,
dishes, suppers, meetings, and nobody could even
imagine what else! But this incident stopped me in my
tracks because it made me consider how I spend time
with God. Do I remember the scripture I read or the
thing I prayed about? Do I cherish the time enough to
remember a detail? Am I easily distracted or can I
clear my mind and focus? Do I hurry through a devotional or prayer so that I can move on to the next task
or can I slow down and have a meaningful encounter
with God? Don’t hear me say that we have to encounter
God in a certain way. However, I think it is important to
stop for a moment and consider the quality of the time
we spend with God.
Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that I am
God.” I love that verse and I want to get better at it.
Won’t you join me?
**A note for the future, if school is cancelled
due to inclement weather, Youth Force and
Christ’s Kids will be cancelled as well.**

We had a very unique month participating
in a variety of activities. We “traveled” to
the Holy Land with Pastor Moen as he shared pictures
and experiences from his time in Israel. Several adults
“journeyed” with us! (If you are interested in the pictures
and what Pastor Moen shared with us, there is a DVD in
the church library that may be checked out.)
Youth Force had fun with the Rippey Methodist
Youth Group, thanks to Donna’s Adult Sunday School
class (Bill & Martha Monroe, Donna Carhill, Kathi
Florea, Kathy Hardaway, Beverly Hoyt, Sandy Larson, Cheryl Nailor, and Alice Shriver) and the Silly
Supper. We discovered some new ways to eat food,
had a blast spending time with each other, and shared
a devotional together.

Around Valentine’s Day, we talked about God’s
love for us. God loves us with an unconditional love
that is virtually unimaginable and that is good news!
Romans 8:38-39 says that nothing can separate us
from the love of God and so we studied that passage
along with looking at a video that illustrated that passage.
Lastly, we spent time thinking about how we act in
our virtual world today through social media and what
implications that has on our faith journey. In other
words, how do we “choose life” (according to Deuteronomy 30: 15-20) in our social media world of today?!
At Youth Force, the hope is that we offer lots of
things to think about and lots of experiences to guide
our faith in God.
Upcoming Events:
March 1: Ash Wednesday service
March 5 (Sunday): Faith and Family Night in Des
Moines Iowa Energy Game followed by Zach
Williams concert
March 8: Youth Force as scheduled
March 15: No School/Spring Break = No Youth Force
March 16: Provide a meal to Beacon of Hope
March 22: Youth Force as scheduled
March 25: Reggie’s Sleep Out
A special thank you is given to Kathy Bravard,
Donna’s Class, and Marilynn Hoskinson for providing meals for Youth Force.

Youth Force Meals
We continue to need people to provide simple
meals for approximately 10 people. Meals begin at
6:00 p.m. If you are interested in serving Youth
Force a meal, please let Wendy know and she will
get you signed up or sign up on the door to the education wing!
YOUTH FORCE SCHEDULE:
6:00-6:30 Youth Force eats
6:30-7:30 Youth Force

Christ’s Kids
What is so amazing about Christ’s
Kids, you ask? I am glad you asked!
This group of kiddos are not only
creative, but they care so much about
other people and have a ton of fun
along the way! In honor of the “love
month,” we “sewed” yarn hearts. This
is the kind of sewing that takes a
large plastic needle, lots of yarn, a
hole punch, and much imagination. I couldn’t believe
the creativity that oozed out of this group! They
used various colors, patterns, and methods to create
so many masterpieces! For our lesson this month, we
talked about loving God by choosing to follow God
from Deuteronomy 30: 15-20. We even got to
watch the Sunday Club’s version of Moses and the
Israelites on the big screen TV downstairs in the
basement. This was yet another craft that the residents of Long Term Care adored. In addition to taking a special craft, we played the bells to the tune
of “Amazing Grace.” There are lots of memories
and relationships being established during our time
together! A special thank you is given to Maggie
and Kate Mikkelsen and Beverly Hoyt for providing the snack. A special thank you is given to Carla
Haupert and Shirley Stapleton for helping with our
group.
*Please note: Christ’s Kids will meet on March 8 and
22 this month due to the school schedule.

Judy is having us
watch the video
she created for
the Souper Bowl
Challenge.

YIT (YOUTH-IN-TRAINING): Applications are ready for teens interested in
participating in the YIT program. You must
be entering 9th grade for the 20172018 school year in order to apply for
this summer job. YITs will create, plan, and
prepare the summer ministries for First Pres including, but
not limited to, Summer Sunday Club and Vacation Bible
School. See Wendy with questions.

Volunteers Needed
On March 2, the main entrance of the Greene County
Elementary School will no longer be accessible for use
due to construction. People will need to use the east playground entrance. To help us monitor the entrance into the
building, the school would welcome volunteers for this purpose for the remainder of the school year. See Wendy if
you have questions or call the school at 386-3178 to help.

Faith and Family Night
On March 5 at 3 p.m. Iowa Energy is partnering with
107.1 LIFE FM at Wells Fargo arena for the game, and
tickets are only $10.71, which includes a food voucher
good for a hot dog, popcorn, and pop! Watch Iowa Energy vs. Maine Red Claws followed by Grammynominated Zach Williams performing the post-game concert that night! He recently released his debut single,
"Chain Breaker," to U.S. radio stations, and it has since hit
No. 1. See Wendy ASAP if you are interested in going!

Beacon of Hope
March 16 at 4:15 p.m.
Did you know there is a men’s homeless shelter in
Fort Dodge, Iowa? The youth have worked at their 2nd
Hand Thrift Shop and participated in a chapel service.
As a response to these outings, youth have asked to go
back and do more! (Some youth have not been able to
see the full tour of the building.) First Presbyterian has
prepared and served a meal for them in the past, and
we would like to do it again! We are to plan for 50 at
the Beacon of Hope Shelter; they eat at 5:30 p.m.
Consider joining us on March 16 for this awesome
time to serve others and share God’s love! Don’t forget
to join us for any of the following upcoming events that
we have in store. We welcome visitors and friends:
Please see Wendy if you have questions or are interested.

Summer Camps
It is not too early to be thinking about your summer
plans. There is a bulletin board in the west entrance of
the church that has information for summer camps at
Lakeshore Center at Okoboji. A pamphlet is also available on the bulletin board. Or check the camps out
online at lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org. There are so
many possibilities and different lengths of stays available. It is a beautiful place with different lengths of
stays and a wide variety of opportunities to experience
God.
Camp Mission:
To invite all to experience
the life-changing love of Christ I
n the beauty of God’s creation

We need Sunday School!
Options for classes at First Pres are listed below:
*SUNDAY CLUB: PreK-4 grades, 9:00-10:00
Sunday mornings
*TWEENS: 5th-8th grades, 9:00-10:00 on Sunday
mornings
Reggie’s Sleep Out will take place at Iowa State Uni*HIGH SCHOOL: 9-12th grades, 9:00-10:00 on Sunversity’s Jack Trice Stadium on Saturday, March 25.
day mornings.
Hundreds will sleep out on the football field in boxes,
*ADULTS: 2 classes to choose from, 9:00-10:00 on Suntents, and sleeping bags to raise awareness and much
needed funding to support child and youth homelessness day mornings.
in our community. One night can never completely replicate what it must feel like to be homeless, but it will proHelping Hands
vide some insight into the lives of people who don’t have
a place to call home. Three organizations will benefit
*Thanks to all the ladies of the church who
from this event sponsored by McFarland Clinic. If inter- set up Fellowship Hall, prepared food and/or served
ested, see Wendy!
the funeral luncheon for the Duane Larson family.
.
*Thank you to everyone who quietly participates
in many ways that sometimes go unnoticed! You are
so appreciated!

Looking for a Mid-day Bible Study?
One is in the works, and you can get in on giving it shape and form.
An organizing meeting will be held on Thursday, March 16, at 11:30 a.m. at the
Ram Restaurant at the Greene County High School. If that time works out for most,
the group could call itself the Lunch Bunch for Bible Study (or something catchier). Together we'll explore how often we want to meet and whether we want to invite guests to lead particular
portions of the study time.
The cost of the meal is $7 and is provided by high school students in Donna Carhill's food service class. Reservations may be made by calling the church office at 386-2514 by the end of the day on Monday,
March 13. When you make your reservation, tell us if you need a ride to get to the high school.
To begin with, there will not be a "canned" study based on a book of the Bible or on a biblical topic such
as peacemaking. Instead, let's each bring a favorite Bible verse (or passage) to the meeting so we can
build a study around scripture that has touched our lives and enlivened our faith.
This group is forming at the suggestion of some women who do not feel comfortable coming out in the evening for a Bible study. If there are folks who are working but could get away for an hour for lunch-please
come to this meeting.
Let's enjoy a meal together and talk things over. And, may God bless our efforts to extend our knowledge
of the Bible and our experience of the faith.
Rose Morrison and Barbara Todd

Partnering with the Rez…
Language, culture, and spirituality together define who we are. When we take language away from a
people group, we rob them of their identity. In 2016, the United States government recognized 567 Native
tribes in the 49 contiguous states. By the end of the 20th century, only 175 spoke their native language. Of
these, only 20 languages were widely known and 55 were spoken only by elderly tribal members.
Many of us have heard that “Eskimos” have many (5, 20, 100?) words for snow. While this “fact” is
open to interpretation, the point remains that what is important to a people is reflected in their language.
To understand the heart of a culture, one needs to understand their “heart language.”
The Lakota Tribe consists of seven Council Fires or bands, which speak two dialects of Lakota languageLakota and Dakota (which is further divided into two sub dialects). In recent years, there has been a concerted effort to preserve the Lakota language by reintroducing it into the school curriculum. It is a difficult
language with many glottal stops and nasal and guttural sounds that don’t exist in English. Students who
really become fluent are those who have a native speaker in the home. But teaching Lakota culture in the
Lakota language is an important step in restoring a rich heritage to a proud people.

MARCH
Pat Miller
Adam Hoskins
Alan Shriver
John Erickson
Doris Hance
Peggy Cunningham
Gretchen Rowedder
Elise Badger
Lakota Larson
Eldon Cunningham
Karissa (Moen) Welch
Kate Simpson
Nora Reedy

1
2
9
10
10
16
16
18
18
19
19
27
30

Ushers

Kris and Billie Jo Hoskins and Family
Brent and Jen Badger and Family
Matt and Jess Christensen

12

Steve and Carla Haupert
Glen and Cheryl Christensen

19

Pauline Duke
JoAnn Comstock

26

Nursery
Shirley Stapleton
Doug and LeAnn Monaghan
Kathy Moen
Vicky Lautner

Greeters

Anniversaries
Matt and Wendy Pittman
Kurt and Rhonda Oathout
Larry and Pam Thomsen
Kris and Billie Hoskins

4
10
14
23

Acolyte Schedule
Maggie Mikkelsen
Kaycee Pittman
Sadie Reedy
Ellie Badger

5
12
19
26

Financial Secretary for March
Cara Reedy

5

5
12
19
26

Mary Dayton; Galen Dayton
Hoyt Monroe; Bill Monroe

5

Loel and Sandy Larson
Al and Gretchen Rowedder

12

Cliff and Millie Said
Glen and Beverly Hoyt

19

Ron and Lori DeBok
Larry and Pam Thomsen

26

Coffee and Conversation Hosts
Carol Zwicky
Marilyn Parker
Billie Jo Hoskins
Pam Thomsen

5
12
19
26

Lay Readers
Brenda Batschelet
Cliff Said
Alice Shriver
Jason Reedy

5
12
19
26

March Deacon
Melinda Heater is the deacon of the month
of March in charge of rides to church. Call her
at 386-4233.

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday,
March 12. Remember to turn your clocks
ahead one hour on Saturday night so you won’t
be late for church.

Looking AheadFirst Presbyterian Church’s Celebration of Holy Week –2017

The celebration of Easter is a little more than a month away. At First Presbyterian Church, we provide
opportunities to worship and reflect on the full events of the last week of Jesus’ life on earth through different worship experiences beginning on Palm Sunday, April 9 and continuing through our 10:30 a.m.
service on Easter morning, April 16.

Palm Sunday, April 9 at 10:30 a.m. We will observe the beginning of Jesus’ last week in the
city of Jerusalem with the children’s processional of palm leaves, the singing of our hosannas,
and the dedication of our One Great Hour of Sharing special offering. It will be a time of
special music and worship.

Maundy Thursday, April 13 at 6:30 p.m. On Maundy Thursday, we will gather in the
Fellowship Hall for a meal and worship. We will hear the story of this last night
Jesus spends with his disciples. We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper as we begin this
part of our Holy Week service.

Good Friday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m. We will gather on Good Friday evening to enter
into the story of Jesus’ death on the cross through scripture, reflections, dramatic reading, skits and video. We will take in the story with all its richness and depths. We will
prepare our hearts for the joy of Easter.

Easter Sunday, April 16 at 10:00 a.m. We will gather together for a special Easter Coffee
and Conversation time.
Easter Sunday, April 16 at 10:30 a.m. We will celebrate joyfully the full announcement of Jesus Christ’s resurrection at First Presbyterian Church as we sing our alleluias and join the two
Marys at the tomb. It will be a service of sight and sound, of music, word and worship, and
we will share the Lord’s Supper as a community of faith.

Easter

We encourage you to participate in all these services and events as each tells
a part of the whole story and seeks to offer you a full experience
of this most important of Christian celebrations.

