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“Better Together Than Apart”

JULY 2017
Pastor’s Pen
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert…
for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise. (Isaiah 43:19-21)
As you read the words from Isaiah, these words are literally true for the Presbyterian Churches in Greene
County. God is doing a new thing here in Greene County, Iowa. It’s called The Greater Greene County
Presbyterian Ministry (GGCPM). It has taken a year’s worth of conversation, dreaming, evaluating, praying
and listening for what God might be calling us to do and be. July 1, 2017 marks the day when God’s new
thing becomes official.
Now I know the name seems a bit long and wordy, but it does reflect the words of Isaiah. So I would like
to look at the new name and offer some thoughts as we begin our new ministry together.
Let’s begin at the beginning with “The Greater…” When first suggested, it seems as though we are comparing ourselves to other churches in the county. That is certainly not the case. It reflects one of the goals of
this new ministry and that is to be “better together than by ourselves.” Part of the vision of this “new thing” is
that together we can share our gifts, our faith, and our experiences to encourage, inspire and support each
of the churches in the three communities. This new thing we believe God is doing will lead to something greater than what we will be if we do our own thing. “The Greater” is about being better at being God’s people
in Greene County and “declaring (God’s) praises”.
“Greene County” is where we live, work, grow and serve. It seems like there are a number of tensions
that have been growing in our county. People are concerned with population decline, the economy, our
schools, etc. “Greene County” identifies our place of primary ministry. It identifies who we are for and who
we serve. If we were on Twitter, we would use the hashtag #FORGREENECOUNTY. As we share our faith
and ministry across Greene County, could we be an agent of reconciliation as we witness to what is possible
if we focus on who we are together in Christ, and not on our differences? Could we be a witness to our communities as we share our concerns for each other with the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit? We are #FORGREENECOUNTY.
“Presbyterian” reveals that we have a unique voice and way of serving Jesus. It is not a claim our way is
better, but it is unique. One of the things about churches is that they have a DNA or a way of being shaped
by those who preceded them. Do your families have certain things you do because grandparents and greatgrandparents passed on the practices? I can remember when my children would do something that would require that we have a little talk. They would occasionally remind me that they were made up of their mom’s
and dad’s DNA. They were like us. As Presbyterians we have a way of working together in our Presbyteries,
Synods, and General Assembly. We have different ways to speak and live out our faith in God. We have a
history that shapes our focus on education, relationships between different offices of the church, and a host of
things. We try to keep the doors of dialogue open with each other and with the Spirit. There is something
about being Presbyterian that gives us a unique voice as part of the Christian witness here in
Greene County.

Presbyterian Churches of Grand Junction, Jefferson and Paton

“Ministry” We have something that God has called us to do here in this time and place. We have a
“new thing” to share with this area. We may not quite know what it is, but God is doing a new thing and
we are part of this new work. Whether it is to “Go into the world and make disciples…” or “Love our
neighbor…” or “I was hungry, and you fed me, naked and you clothed me…” As we begin this time of
sharing ministry, there are new possibilities and opportunities that we have not even thought about yet.
But, God is doing a new thing and that new thing is called, “The Greater Greene County Presbyterian
Ministry”.
I am excited to get going. I am excited to get to know our new partners in ministry. I am excited to
dream, and pray, and listen and plan for the “good works God has prepared” for us. I am excited to
have Wendy share in this ministry as a Commissioned Ruling Elder. I am just excited to know that God is
doing a new thing in Greene County and we get to be part of it.
I remember Stan Ott of Vital Ministries Initiative told us that this moment is unique. It will never happen again. Each time we gather it will be different, whether different people or at a different place in
our lives. It is a moment that God has created for us. It is what the prophet Isaiah is trying to tell us. “I am
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” You see God is always doing a new
thing. Let’s not miss a single opportunity to join in as the people of God.

Commissioning of Wendy Pittman
Everyone is invited to attend the commissioning of Wendy Pittman to serve as Commissioned Ruling
Elder to serve the Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry. She will serve congregations in Grand
Junction, Jefferson and Paton. The service will be Sunday, July 23 at 3:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian
Church of Grand Junction, 302 12th St. S. Plan to come and be a part of this special event!

AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
WE INVITE PEOPLE TO FAITH,
TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST,
AND SEND US TO LOVE, SERVE,
AND FOLLOW CHRIST
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Jefferson Session did not meet in June.
The Jefferson July Session minutes will be in the August newsletter.
* * * * * * * * * * *

This is our first Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry Newsletter!
Please be patient as we decide how to incorporate the news of our churches.

INFORMATION FOR
GREATER GREENE COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN MINISTRY
Beginning July 2, Pastor Gordon Moen will be leading worship in Jefferson except the 4th Sunday of the
month when he will be in Paton and Grand Junction. Wendy Pittman will be leading worship in Paton at 9:00
a.m. and Grand Junction at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday except the 4th Sunday of the month in which she will be
at Jefferson.

Pastor Gordon Moen's Schedule
Monday: Day off
Thursday: morning Paton; afternoon Jefferson
Friday: morning Grand Junction; afternoon Jefferson
Other days of the week will be in Jefferson;
available other times by appointment

Contact information for Gordon Moen:
Email: g1moen@netins.net
Cell: 515-391-0006

Wendy Pittman’s Schedule:
Monday: morning-Jefferson; afternoon Grand Junction
Tuesday: morning-Jefferson; afternoon Paton
Wednesday Jefferson
Thursday: Jefferson
Friday: Day off
Contact information for Wendy Pittman
Email: w2pittman@netins.net
Cell: 515-370-2616

GREENE COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES
First United Presbyterian Church

First United Presbyterian Church

302 12th Street S or 210 East Hagar St
Grand Junction IA 50107
Phone:515-738-2172
Email: gjpresbyterian@iowatelecom.net

502 South Main
Paton, IA 50217
Phone: 515-968-4469

First Presbyterian Church
208 W State Street
Jefferson IA 50129
Phone: 515-386-2514
Email: firstpres@netins.net

Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website:
http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarofevents.htm

Youth Force and Christ’s Kids are on summer break
Let me just start off with a weird question. Do you expect God to show up in your life? In other words, do you
anticipate seeing God at work every day? I have a tendency to connect everything to God and see God at work
in the world around me (Is that what you’d call a job hazard?!). For example, the sunrise is a wonderful reminder
that God woke me up this morning, the sunset is a breathtaking display of God’s creativity, the stars point me toward the magnificence of God, calving season reminds me
of the miracle of life, and gardening brightens everything
in my soul as I see the seedlings sprout! And that is just in
nature; throw in the human component of love and compassion and God’s presence surrounds us! Where do you see
God?
I am not always trying to find God in every situation,
but it is intriguing how many times things point toward
God, Jesus, faith, the church, etc. These “God moments” just
sort of happen and it seems like I only fully realize it after
the fact. Take our newly formed, ground-breaking relationship between the Presbyterian Churches in Grand Junction, Jefferson, and Paton; I wasn’t expecting “God moments” to occur, they just sort of did throughout this process!
Of course I am nervous for this endeavor (that is who I am.)
But I am also excited and I have seen God show up too
many times to think that all of this is just a coincidence.
Instead, I see God at work in the details. I wonder if
God even started working several years ago when I began the Lay Academy program? (That took a lot of persuading to even attend. Shameless plug: The Academy will
be starting in July; contact Dan Emmert if you are interested in this type of Christian education.) I never thought that
completing the Lay Academy would lead to anything more
than a confidence booster for youth work. More recently, a
great group of people started working together to consider the details. A slogan was offered that I love, ‘Better together in the service of God’ best defines the objective
sought through this proposal. The number of people who
showed up to the Presbytery meeting or expressed their
support has been overwhelming. The people stepping up
to take on tasks like PowerPoint and multi-media in my absence is heaven-sent. Everything that I have worried about
(and those of you that know me, know that list has the potential to be VERY LONG!) seriously everything has been
taken care of at the exact proper time! Next came a
name, “Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry.” I
love that word, “greater.” Then, a suggestion was madethat we have a song for our larger church family, one
that we could all sing on July 2 and other times when we
might worship together.
I don’t know how you feel about this newly formed relationship sharing leadership, but I do know that God is at
work among us. A friend sent me a note with Joshua 1:9
inscribed, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged for the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.” Will you join me in expecting God’s presence?!

I hope you are enjoying your summer!
In July we will help at the ARC Food
Pantry. “Many hands make light work!”
Join us, Thursday, July 6 from 1:002:00 p.m. to help others in our community! Contact Wendy if you are able/willing to participate. Be watching for details about the upcoming
mission experiences with Beacon of Hope Men’s Homeless Shelter, Second Chance Thrift Store, and Meals
from the Heartland.

Don’t forget to be thinking about Christ’s
Kids crafts. We will meet July 20 from
11:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. to pick out our
crafts for the coming school year. Please
let Wendy know if you will be able to join
us. Remember Christ’s Kids is a group
from 1st grade through 4th grade. During
the school year we will meet twice per
month, once to create a craft and the other time to visit our friends at Long Term Care and take
them the homemade craft.

Compassion International
Hello Dear Friends,
I send you many greetings. How are you? I am happy for all the support that you give me; thanks to that
support we had a medical check out in which the doctor
told me that I have a very good health, so in the future I
won’t have any complication and I could be a good father. I hope I can teach them in the best way possible so
they take care of themselves, and also teach my friends
to eat properly since that is crucial for health.
In school I am doing very well thank God. I hope to
be the best in all the school; my family and I send you
many hugs, may God always bless you.
Good byyyye.
My prayer request: Pray for my family
Victor, Age 17
Bolivia

Summer Sunday Club!
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. through July 30

First Presbyterian Vacation Bible School

Thanks to 2017 YIT members: Julia Follett, Kylie Roach,
and Annie Twillie. These girls will create, plan, and prepare
the summer ministries for First Pres including, but not limited to,
Summer Sunday Club and Vacation Bible School.
*VBS is June 26-29 5:45-7:30*
*Summer Sunday Club will continue
each Sunday at 9:00 through July*
We will be looking at light all throughout the summer ministry. See you soon!

Bell Tower Festival Float
Vacation Bible School 2017

We handed out 800 glow sticks that advertised for VBS and just under 1,500 pieces
of bubble gum! (Some pieces may or may not
have been consumed during the construction
process!?)

Thank you to all who helped with the Bell
Tower Festival Float to advertise First Pres,
Jefferson VBS. A special thank you is given to
Julia Follett Kylie Roach, Annie Twillie,
Kayla Youngblood, Will Meinecke, Keisha
Truss, and Kaycee Pittman for helping to
build the float. Thank you to Pastor Gordon
for driving the float, Matt Pittman for providing the trailer and doing all the technical stuff
that Wendy doesn’t know how to do! Thank
you to riders: Kaycee Pittman, Jaleigh Moen,
Violet Reedy, Nora Reedy, Keisha Truss,
Terrance Bingley, Adrianna Welch, Annie
Twillie, Kayla Youngblood, and Anna Kozal.

First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson
Farms Tours
Sunday, July 2, 4:00-7:00 P.M.

2017 Synod School
“Let Justice Flow”
July 23-28

Have you ever looked at the Synod School book?
Are you looking for something new and different to do
this summer? Check out this opportunity!
The 2017 Synod School will be July 23–28 at
Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa. Whether
you’re a first timer or longtime attendee, Synod School is
an exceptional experience, especially because of the
many opportunities it offers for enriching worship and
nurturing spiritual practices. Synod School is a learning
and personal enrichment experience for people of all
ages. It seeks to create an environment of hospitality,
healing and hope. The week is designed for laity and
clergy, individuals and families. Classes and fun and interesting activities are available for adults, youth and
children.
“Let Justice Flow” is the theme of Synod School
2017. Come to participate in a unique experience of
Christian community as we worship, study, play and live
together; to grow in faith through action, relationships,
and a centering of the spirit; for continuing education, for
a special family experience or for individual growth; to
take it all in, then return home to share and serve.”
It includes a wide variety of fun and mind-stretching
courses, worship and singing, and times for both fellowship and private reflection. During the afternoon break,
Art Share offers opportunities to create a special Synod
School memory. Activities offered after the evening worship include mini-courses, nightly movies, a Coffee House,
and tie-dyeing.
Quilt and Craft Retreat!
Much more detailed information about Synod
Saturday, July 15
School,
the convocation speaker, worship leaders and
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
artist
in
residence is available in the Synod School
Fellowship Hall, Jefferson
books found in the narthex. Information about housing,
Do you quilt, scrapbook, knit, crochet
scholarships, lists of a variety of 81 interesting classes of
or enjoy other crafts? Come join in the all kinds, schedules, registration information and forms
fun as we have a day of creativity
are in the booklets.
and conversation. Stay for the whole
Registrations must be received by July 1. (see pagday or drop in as your time allows.
es 21 and 51-52 in the book). Register early-several
Bring your supplies to have a day dedicated to get- classes have very limited enrollments. New this year is
ting some projects done. This is a no-cooking day so online registration! Go to https://www.regonline.com/
we will plan to go out for lunch or order in.
Synod-School-2017
Everyone is invited to the First Presbyterian
Church, Jefferson Farms Tour at the Paul Mears
Farm. It is 3.4 miles south of First Presbyterian
Church on Highway 4 (east side of highway). Address: 1865 Neola Ave.
Aaron Schroeder of Slininger-Schroeder Funeral
Home is graciously supplying vans for transportation
for the tours. Larry Thomsen and Glen Christensen
will be the tour guides.
Outdoor games are planned. Paul Mears will
grill the meat. Other food and drink will be provided by the Property and Finance Ministry Team and
the Stewardship Ministry Team. Outdoor games are
planned.
Income from the rent of this farm land provides
funds for the church’s insurance premiums, farm taxes, and educational grants. A percentage is designated for church maintenance costs, youth coordinator salary and the capital improvement fund.
Come enjoy learning about these farms that
have been given to our church, meet and thank Paul
Mears and Dennis Hall who farm the land, and enjoy the beautiful countryside!
If you plan to attend, please sign up on the
sheet on the sofa table in the narthex .

Mass Choir for
150th Anniversary
Celebration
First Presbyterian Church,
Jefferson
A large choir is planned to help us celebrate
150 years on September 3. I want to invite anyone
that loves to sing. We will sing 2 or 3 songs from the
past which will be pretty easy to learn. Please plan
to join us. Practice times will be posted next month.
Bill Monroe

Summer Church Camp
Ask for more information on summer camps at
Lakeshore Center at Okoboji. It is a beautiful place with
a variety of opportunities to experience God.
Camp Mission: To invite all to experience the lifechanging love of Christ in the beauty of God’s creation.

Helping Hands

Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church,
When I was last in church during Senior Recognition
Sunday, Pastor Gordon told the teens that they will always be welcomed and always belong at First Presbyterian, my eyes welled up because I know it is true. I
always enjoy returning Sunday mornings to hear about
what is happening in people’s lives. I have always been
made to feel welcomed and loved.
I was so excited when First Presbyterian was the
first church or family to express a willingness to partner
with our family as we become missionaries in Nicaragua. Thank you for your generosity and willingness to
join with us as our family follows God’s call. We hope
you will continue to pray for our family as we transition
and settle in our new home.
Love,
Andy, Andrea, Annalysa and Daniel Baker
Please keep this young family in your prayers as they
serve the Lord in Nicaragua the next 3-4 years. They will
make the move July 15.

To the Jefferson Presbyterian Quilting Ladies,
Thank you for the beautiful pink
quilt for Haddie! It’s really a neat gift
that she will be able to enjoy always.
I know they are quite time consuming
to make as well. Thank you again!
Angie, Mike and Haddie Healy

Card Shower for Glen Hoyt
Everyone is invited to help Glen Hoyt celebrate
his 90th birthday on July 11 by showering him with
cards. Cards may be sent to him at
403 W Sunset Rd., Jefferson.
His family is hosting Coffee and
Conversation before worship on Sunday, July 9 and everyone is invited
to join them as they celebrate his
birthday!

*Thank you to Roger Olhausen for purchasing and planting the two new flowering bushes in front of the church.
*Thanks to Wayne Lautner and his helpers
Annie Twillie and Kaycee Pittman for their work putting in the new ceiling where the skylight in the conference room was removed. This is still a work in progress;
thanks for tackling this challenging job involving heights!
*Thank you to all those who help quietly behind
the scenes and are not recognized by name. We are
a family - many hands and much love make for lighter
work. Know that you are appreciated!

Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity
Summer Project-July 15
A Habitat for Humanity project to work on siding a
house in Scranton is scheduled for Saturday, July 15
from 8:15 a.m.-mid-afternoon. All three Greene County
Presbyterian Churches will make up the work crew
that day. Volunteers will be needed to provide some
snack food, water and a noon lunch. During lunch, one of
the churches will be responsible for a short devotion/
prayer time for the crew as they eat lunch. This will be a
great opportunity to work together and get to know
each other better! Mark your calendars!

Vacation Time
Martha will be on vacation June 26-July 1
& July 26-August 1
Pastor Gordon will be on vacation July 5-9
Wendy will be on vacation July 11-17

Please see Wendy if you would like to help her
with folding bulletins and/or putting them in
the boxes when Martha is on vacation.

Grand Junction

Berniece Schuttler
LaVaras Jewett
Dave & Joan Dearborn
Andrew Cody
Pierre Kellogg
Rich Gordon
Kelley Cody
Marcy Cody
Janet Kennedy
Pierre & Sue Kellogg
Kyle Graven
Rich & Val King
Alexis Hooper
Heidi Bell
Sue Clark
Mark Gorsuch
John Lint

Paton

4
7
7
11
11
12
13
13
18
18
19
25
26
28
29
29
30

No Birthdays or Anniversaries in July

GUEST NIGHT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
GRAND JUNCTION

You are invited to guest night at
First Presbyterian Church of Grand Junction on
Wednesday, June 28 at 7:00 p.m.
Please call Delite Monahan at 386-3321
if you plan to attend.

Greeters
Kevin & Meladee Graven
Darren Jackson/Alan Robinson
Charles & Clara Clark
Joan Dearborn/Diane Wise

2
9
16
23

Joel & Jenon Cody

Grand Junction Church Vision Statement:
Sharing, Showing and Growing God’s Love
Through Word, Worship, and Discipleship

30

Paton Church Vision Statement:

9

Feeding the Hungry for Christ
with the Fruits of the Spirit

Communion Preparer
Sarah Hoffman

The Academy Invitation
What is the Academy? (formerly the Lay Academy) It is a series of 11 courses designed to develop
well-equipped, thoughtful people to better serve in church councils in a variety of capacities. For some
people, taking these courses may lead to becoming Commissioned Lay Pastors, while others delight in
learning and growing as a leader in the church.
Our North Central Iowa Presbytery has offered this program for many years in cooperation with Prospect Hill Presbytery. This is now a Synod program that currently has presbytery members of at least
three presbyteries. The schedule and location of classes has been changed from previous years. Under the
new design, a new Academy will begin each summer at Synod School and conclude with a third week of
Synod School in Storm Lake. Each fall and spring, weekend classes will be offered at sites in each presbytery with the key note presentations being live streamed to each location (Saturdays 9-5 P.M., Sundays 93 P.M.). In each participating presbytery, a facilitator will guide the conversations of the group in his/her
presbytery. Pastor Dan Emmert will be the facilitator for the North Central Iowa cohort of students. In our
North Central Iowa Presbytery, Lakeshore Center at Okoboji will be our presbytery site and where the
instructor will likely be streaming their presentation.
You are invited to consider the possibilities and it is not too late to get started with Synod School, July
23-28. Registration is through the Synod office. See Pastor Dan Emmert for more detailed information
about this amazing opportunity for growth and even a possible new career serving the church as a Commissioned Lay Pastor (formerly Commissioned Ruling Elder)!

Jefferson
Morgan Buenz
Tim Buenz
Kate Mumma
Levi Larson
Norma Milligan
Glen Hoyt
Kayla Youngblood
Daryl Sigler
Carla Haupert
Sandy Spangler
Brock Badger
Carleigh Pittman
Valerie Martin
Bill Monroe
Jeanette Walker
Alan Scott
Barbara Todd
Ruth Harrison
Sandy Larson
Alice Shriver
Mark Gorsuch
Glen Christensen

1
1
1
2
6
11
12
14
15
16
18
18
21
22
22
23
26
28
28
28
29
30

Acolyte Schedule
Sadie Reedy
Ellie Badger
Violet Reedy
Maggie Mikkelsen
Kaycee Pittman

2
9
16
23
30

July Deacon
Wayne Lautner is the deacon of the
month of July in charge of rides to church.
Call him at 515-389-3773.

Financial Secretary for July
Larry Thomsen
Randy Christensen
Shirley Stapleton
Bev Hoyt
Diane Gibson
Larry Thomsen

Lay Readers

Anniversaries

Bruce and Amy Youngblood
Roger and Rose Olhausen
Ron and Lori DeBok
Randy and Jen Christensen
Pastor Gordon and Kathy Moen
Tom and Melinda Heater

7
13
14
18
20
21

Ushers
Glen and Cheryl Christensen

2

Roxanne Gorsuch; Diane Gibson
Marilynn Hoskinson

9

Roger and Rose Olhausen
Sam and Kathi Florea

16

Bill and Martha Monroe
Leo Brooker

23

Larry and Pam Thomsen
Alice Shriver; Alan Shriver

30

Nursery

Jen, Abby, Elise Badger
Donna Carhill
Kathy Hardaway
Vicky Lautner
Roxanne Gorsuch

2
9
16
23
30

Greeters
Marilynn Hoskinson
Sam and Kathi Florea

2

Bruce and Amy Youngblood
Matt and Jess Christensen

9

Kevin and Jill Rasmussen
Steve and Carla Haupert

16

Kris and Billie Jo Hoskins
Brent and Jen Badger and Family

23

Shirley Stapleton
Rose Morrison; Doris Hance

30

Coffee and Conversation
2
9
16
23
30

Martha Monroe
Cheryl Nailor
Denise Buenz
Sandy Larson
Leon Taggart

2
9
16
23
30

