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A common sight in our backyard is a couple of squirrels that run around throughout the day-up and
down the trunk, through the branches, leaping from tree to tree making the sky seem like their playground. They chase each other in what would seem like a friendly game of tag. They are fast as they run
on the smallest of branches. They are confident as if the 20 foot drop below them is not even on their radar. There is a carefree feeling in how they move about our back yard.
Sometimes I will watch and wonder what it would be like to have that agility, that sense of freedom in
their motion. What would it be like to be able to run and leap from branch to branch so effortlessly?
They seem so carefree in their play and hang out in our backyard. God has given them skills and abilities
I can’t even imagine having.
Now I know that their lives are not without dangers or hardship. These last few days ,with subzero
weather and snow, must offer a challenge. When they cross the street they are not in their element and
the result is that they are at risk of encountering a car or pickup. The results are not often good. I am sure
that there are times when food is in short supply. And sometimes they become the source of food for their
predators. Maybe it is just the fate of being a living creature that there are times when life is hard.
But the more I watch the squirrels, the more it seems that for the most part they spend their day enjoying their lives in our backyard. They live life as if they have no worries; they take risks as if they are
never in danger of failure. Their play seems so effortless. They live as if they don’t seem to have a worry
in the world.
It makes me think about the words of Jesus found in Matthew 6:25-27. “Therefore I tell you, do not
worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?
Or the scene when Jesus is eating at the home of Martha and Mary found in Luke 10:38-42. Mary sits
and listens to Jesus while Martha works feverishly in the kitchen making sure the meal is perfect. In frustration she complains to Jesus about Mary not helping. Do you remember Jesus’ response? Martha, Martha,
you are worried and distracted by many things, there is need for only one thing. Mary has chosen the better
part, which will not be taken away from her.”
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It seems like scripture is often telling us not to worry or be afraid as we live out our lives.
Peace comes from believing in God and believing in Jesus. A “peace that passes all understanding” is available through faith in Jesus. Jesus describes it as “a peace not as the world
gives.”
Do we want more peace in our lives? Do we want less worry? Could it be that growing
in our relationship with God could be the key? Could we find peace in knowing God on a deeper
level, a spiritual level so that we might learn to trust that God loves us and will be with us as we
walk through life? Could it be that we might find a new sense of hope as we spend time thinking
more deeply about who God is, who we are and our relationship to God and one another?
So here is my challenge to us all as we enter into a new year.
Read more scripture, spend more time thinking about the God you find in scripture.
Pray to God, but listen more.
Talk with someone about what you are finding out, whether it is a bible study
or at coffee with just one other person.
Let’s grow in our relationship with God in this coming year, so by this time next year, we find our
faith strengthened by going deeper with God in to life.
Maybe we will find ourselves worrying less about things we can’t control. Maybe we will find us
less concerned about that which we can’t know. Maybe we will find more peace as God changes us
from the inside.
Maybe we can become more like the squirrels in my backyard-enjoying life with less worries
and more possibilities on where our lives can take us.

Lakeshore Center’s 2018 Men’s Retreat
February 16-18
Vital Signs: Have you had your annual spiritual?
Each of us goes to see a doctor at least once a year for an annual physical exam, but what about our spiritual health? Are you overdue for a check-up?
Have you had your annual spiritual? Join others on February 16-18 for a spiritual heart,
eye, hearing and lung exam with accomplished pastor and Executive Director of
Macedonian Ministries, Rev. Dr. Tom Tewell. We’ll get active with outdoor activities like ice
fishing, hiking and fire-building and come inside to worship together, learn about our spiritual health and delve into what the Great Physician himself, Jesus Christ, has prescribed for
us.
Check in begins at 7 pm on Friday, February 16 and check-out time is 11 a.m. Sunday,
February 18. Snacks, Saturday meals and Sunday breakfast will be provided.
See the flyer on the bulletin board in the west entry way for more information about
registration. Deadline for registration is February 2.

Stated Session Minutes of December 20, 2017 from Regular Meeting
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on Wednesday, December 20, 2017 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Galen Dayton, Tom Heater, Loel Larson, LeAnn Monaghan, Matt Pittman and Larry Thomsen. Excused were Kathi Florea, Cheryl Nailor and
Cara Reedy. Absent was Shirley Stapleton. Also present was Commissioned Lay Pastor Wendy Pittman.
A quorum was present. Also present were Elder Elects Galen Dayton and Kathy Moen for the Class of
2019 and Donna Carhill, George Hedges, Bill Monroe, and Randy Christensen for the Class of 2020.
7:00 p.m. Opening Worship and Elements
7:30 p.m. Consent Agenda and Discussions
The following Consent Agenda was reviewed.
Approval of Stated Minutes from November 15, 2017
Approval of Congregational Minutes from December 10, 2017

Old Business
Average attendance November 2017 – 74 and November 2016– 85
89 were served communion at the December 3 regular worship service

Pastor’s Report-Gordon
Activity Report received
Commissioned Lay Pastor’s –Wendy
Activity Report received
Stated Clerk Report-Tom
No report
Motions offered by Teams
Property and Finance-Motion to approve the treasurer’s report with corrected treasurer’s report on
transfer of funds from the Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry Fund and pay current bills
for November
Approval of Ministry Team Reports
Worship Ministry Team
Galen and Cheryl
-Worship-Christmas Eve services as planned:
Paton
December 23 7:00 p.m.
Grand Junction
December 24 5:00 p.m.
Jefferson
December 24 7:00 p.m.
TEAM Mission Ministry Team
-No report

Loel

Stewardship Ministry Team
Kathi
-As of December 20, 56 cards have been returned out of 89 mailed. 6 were new estimates of giving;
11 were increases from last year and 6 no estimates given. 4 were decreases. To date,
$106,565.00 is estimated for the General Fund and $6,754.50 for the Mission Fund for a total of
$113,565.00. $600 is designated for A.R.C.
Property & Finance Ministry Team
-No report

Tom & Larry

Spiritual Growth
-No Report

Cara & Matt

Stated Session Minutes of December continued
Congregational Life Ministry Team
Wayne & Shirley
-Motion made regarding membership roll changes: Due to death, remove JoAnn Comstock, Norman
Gore and Ruth Harrison
Personnel-Stated Clerk reported from the joint personnel meeting held on December 14 with Grand
Junction and Paton where the recommendation was made for a 2% pay increase for both Pastor
and Commissioned Lay Pastor to keep them slightly over the mandatory minimum set by Presbytery
Governance
Nominating-One more At Large Member is needed for 2018
The Consent Agenda items were approved as presented
Other Motions Requiring Session Discussion & Approval-None
Session then reviewed and examined the elder elects as elected by the congregation for the Class of
2019 and 2020. Elder elects present were Galen Dayton and Kathy Moen for the Class or 2019
and Donna Carhill, George Hedges, Bill Monroe and Randy Christensen for the Class of 2020.
Class of 2019 deacon elect Gail Huffman and Class of 2020 deacon elects Leo Brooker and
Shirley Stapleton will be reviewed later prior to their installation. The new elders elected to the
Class of 2019 and 2020 were approved with installation of all officers and the ordination/
installation of Randy Christensen on January 7, 2018.
The Deacons’ Report for 2017 was not available and will be presented in January.
Team Structure and Assignments for the Year 2018
Spiritual Growth
Cheryl and Matt
Congregational Life
Donna and Kathy
Mission
LeAnn and Loel
Stewardship
Bill and Randy
Property & Finance
Larry and Tom
Worship
Galen and George
Personnel Committee Assignments for the Year 2018

George and Larry

Nominating Committee Assignments for the Year 2018

LeAnn and Tom

Financial Secretary Assignments for the Year 2018
January LeAnn
May
Kathy
February Bill
June
Randy
March
Galen
July
Cheryl
April
Tom
August Donna

September
October
November
December

Loel
Matt
George
Larry

All of the afore-mentioned assignments were approved
Reminder: Team calendars need to be submitted as soon as possible after the January meetings to
Martha and teams are urged to try and set yearly events early in January so they can be set for the
year. Teams are also urged to turn in their monthly minutes to Martha so all Session member have them
for review prior to the Session meeting each month.

Stated Session Minutes of December continued

New Business
It was approved to set the following communion dates for 2018:
January 7, February 4, March 1 (Ash Wednesday), March 4, March 30 (Good Friday), April 1
(Easter), May 6, June 3, July 1, August 5, September 2, October 7, November 4,
December 2, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
Communion servers for Christmas Eve will be Loel, Cara, Larry, and Wendy
The Pastor’s housing allowance for 2018 at $23,000 was approved and Commissioned Lay Pastor’s
housing allowance at $22,000.00 was approved.
Deacons have been requested to serve communion on January 7, 2018
Tom Heater was elected as Clerk of Session for 2018
Martha Monroe was elected as Treasurer for 2018
It was approved to set January 21, 2018 for the annual congregational meeting and breakfast.
Breakfast will start at 9:00 a.m. prepared by the elders and the meeting will start at 9:30 a.m.
Note: The gender make-up for the Session for 2018 will be 4 women and 8 men
Note: The gender make-up for the Deacons for 2018 will be 7 women and 2 men
Note: There were no disciplinary hearings held in 2017
The 2018 preliminary budget was reviewed.
Thank-yous were extended to outgoing elders ending their terms of active service: Kathi Florea, Cara
Reedy and Shirley Stapleton
Team chairpersons are reminded to submit year end reports for the 2017 annual report to the church
office by January 2.
Other business: Tom gave a review from his conversations with Sheriff Jack Willliams regarding several requests to hold some training for church and sanctuary safety. It was decided to set the date
of February 18, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. here at our church and to invite all county churches.
YEAR END TEAM REPORTS –JEFFERSON
Team chairpersons, please remember to submit your year-end reports for the 2017 annual
report to the office by Tuesday, January 2.

Ordination Anniversary
Pastor Gordon Moen celebrates twenty three years of serving as an ordained pastor
on January 8, 2018. He was ordained on that date in 1995. We are blessed to have had
him as our pastor for fourteen of those years!

2018 First Presbyterian, Jefferson Schedules
Schedules for the first six months of 2018 have been placed in your mailboxes and have also
been sent out by e-mail. Please note schedules for greeters, ushers, nursery attendants, lay
readers and coffee and conversation hosts are all on the sheet with guidelines for all on the
back. Please note the dates you serve and put them on your calendar. (IMPORTANT: Because
there are many names to work with, we did our best to try not to make any errors or double
anyone up. If you find anything that is not correct, please let Cheryl Nailor know so we can fix
it.)

Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website
http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarof events.htm

Advent and Christmas Gatherings
Joyful Noise with participants from all the
churches in the Greater Greene County Presbyterian
Ministry sang at the Nativity Festival to benefit
Habitat for Humanity on December 10 at the First
United Methodist Church in Jefferson.

Joyful Noise with participants from all the churches
in the Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry
sang the prelude entitled, “Hallelujah” at the Paton
Presbyterian Church on December 10. What a wonderful start to the worship service!

Paton PW enjoyed a wonderful Christmas
gathering on December 14. Lunch was enjoyed at
Angie’s Tea Garden followed by a time at the
Gardens. We played BINGO with prizes, enjoyed
a caramel corn snack with, of course, coffee! This
was the only shot of the entire afternoon that we
took! Picture was taken at a meeting room at the
Gardens. Thank you to Evelyn for planning the
entertainment and Mary Jane for hosting the after
party.

The Mary Martha Circle served a delicious
breakfast to some of the ladies of the church on December 2 for the PW Christmas gathering at Grand
Junction. Officers for 2018 were installed by
Wendy. Decorations were furnished by Joan
Crandell, and she also provided some interesting
entertainment! Thank you Mary & Martha Circle for
the lovely gathering! Egg casseroles were made by
Joan and fruit cups provided by Betty. A special
thank you is given to Sue for helping to transport
the decorations.

Christmas Program at First Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction
A Christmas program was held at First Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction on December 17. It
was a day full of great music and a simple story of love that is here for all. Thank you baby Jesus!
The Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry Chancel Choir sang at both the Grand Junction
and Jefferson churches on Sunday, December 17. They sang, “Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.” Thank
you for running across the county to enhance both Christmas programs!
Please notice the lighted cross in this picture. Thank you to Terry Hoefle for the idea and installing
the backlighting. Throughout the year, the cross will change colors as it has the capacity to be a
variety of colors. You won’t want to miss this added worship element! Come and see.

Live Nativity at Paton Presbyterian Church
December 3 the Live Nativity was held at the Paton Presbyterian Church along with a soup luncheon and crafts for kids. Avis Keasey wrote the skit, and youth from all over participated in the
freeze frame action. One practice was held the Saturday before the performance and the kids
took it from there! Perhaps my favorite pose was when Joseph and Mary were supposed to act
tired (see below left). As you can see, Joseph played the part wonderfully. It was also pretty cool
when the cow bellowed at just the right time when Wendy read, “the cattle were lowing.” A special thank you is given to Kyle Niles and family for securing the animals for the Live Nativity. We
had sheep, a mini cow, and a mini donkey. What a wonderful time with around 80 people (25+
were kids) coming through our doors!

Thank You to Those Who Gave
Poinsettias for the Advent Season
(Jefferson)
Mike and Marg Mumma and Family
in loving memory of
David B Smith, Sr. and Katharine S. Smith
(Marg’s parents)
Frederic G. and Alice R. Mumma
(Mike’s parents)
Perry and Marilyn Parker
Larry Youngblood and Family
Bruce and Amy Youngblood and Family
in loving memory of
Meryl and Aldora Youngblood
Lucian and Berniece Youngblood

Bob and Marian Gulardo
Diane Gibson and Bruce Gibson
in loving memory of
Ted Gibson,
Clyde and Wilma Slininger,
Jess and Mary Gibson
Sam and Kathi Florea
Judy Ulmer
in loving memory of
J.W. and Irene Florea
(Sam’s parents)
Lyle and Margaret Ulmer
(Kathi’s and Judy’s parents)

Gail Huffman
Lori and Quint Reelfs and Family
Valerie and Tony Emberton
in loving memory of their parents
Evelyn Huffman and Keith Huffman
Glen and Beverly Hoyt
in loving memory of their parents
Larry and Pam Thomsen and Families
Meredith and Mardel Stream and Families
in loving memory of
Adelbert and Verna Margaret Thomsen
Cheryl Nailor and Family
in loving memory of Roger Nailor
Shirley Stapleton and David Stapleton
in loving memory of
Craig Stapleton
Bill and Martha Monroe and Family
Hoyt Monroe
in loving memory of
Catherine Monroe
(Bill’s mother, Hoyt’s wife
Bill Ray (Martha’s father)
Mary Dayton
In loving memory of Bill Dayton
Charlie and Lola Fett
Willard and Ethel Dayton
Sherry Allen
Mignon Rasmussen
Keith Rasmussen and Family
Steve and Carla Haupert and Family
Kevin and Jill Rasmussen and Family
in loving memory of
Norman Rasmussen

Salvation Army Bell Ringer
Volunteers
Thank you to Pastor Gordon Moen, Bill and Martha
Monroe, Marilynn Hoskinson, Larry Thomsen and
Carol Zwicky who volunteered as Salvation Army Bell
Ringers on Friday, December 1 and Saturday, December 2 at Fareway. Marilynn is to be commended for the
5 hours she rang the bell on Saturday out of the goodness of her heart. Hopefully more will consider volunteering next year. Remember 90% of the contributions
stay within our community.

Christmas Joy Offering
Thank you to all who contributed to the Christmas
Joy Offering. This special offering will be distributed
equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions which assists families of active and retired church
workers meet unexpected needs and to support student
scholarships at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools
and colleges, helping students develop their gifts and
find their calling. The amount received this year was
$562.72! An additional $55.47 that came in after the
start of the new year was also sent in this year.

Ordination and Installation
of Officers-Jefferson
January 7, 2018
SUNDAY CLUB & OTHER CLASSES
JEFFERSON PRESBYTERIAN
Christian Education classes are for all ages! Options
for classes are listed below.
*SUNDAY CLUB: PreK-3 grade, 9:00-10:00 Sunday
mornings
*4th-7th GRADE CLASS, 9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings
*ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 2 classes offered,
9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings
*CONFIRMATION CLASS

SUNDAY CLUB MISSION UPDATE:
When you give an offering at Sunday Club or other
classes, you help! This year First Presbyterian of Jefferson will support the Greene County ARC (Action Resource
Center). ARC usually serves 120 families a month. The
approaching cold weather months impact some families
because their funds now need to be stretched to pay for
heat. Families range in size from 1 person to 8 people.
The food pantry has many needs. Current needs are: chili
beans, canned tomatoes, pork and beans, saltine crackers, spaghetti sauce, bar soap, dishwashing soap (16-24
oz. bottles), cereal. . .and always fruit and vegetables.
Bring donations any time and leave them in the green
totes under the church mailboxes. Monetary donations
are also appreciated as we purchase meat with those
funds. Individuals or small groups are welcome to come
and help prepare the bags of canned goods that are
handed out on Wednesday.
-Shirley Haupert
**Funds collected during Sunday School will be directed to
the ARC**

Congratulations to the following individuals who have been elected as officers.
Elders:
Deacons:
Galen Dayton (2 yr)
Gail Huffman (2 yr)
Kathy Moen (2 yr)
Leo Brooker
Donna Carhill
Shirley Stapleton
George Hedges
Bill Monroe
Randy Christensen
Galen, Kathy, Donna, George and Bill have
been previously ordained and will be installed as
elders. Randy will be ordained and installed as an
elder.
Gail, Leo and Shirley are previously ordained
deacons and will be installed as deacons.
May God Bless You in Your Ministry Among Us!

Annual Congregational Meeting, Jefferson
Sunday, January 21, 2018
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, January 21. This year we will again meet in
Fellowship Hall for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. with the
meeting to follow at 9:30 a.m. We will all meet in
the sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. for worship. Mark this
date on your calendar and plan to attend. We will
look back on our year’s accomplishments and celebrate!

Address Changes for
North Central Iowa Presbytery
Please note: We will discontinue the PO box 186
Waterloo at the end of 2017. All presbytery mail
should go to the Lakeshore Center address: Lakeshore Center at Okoboji, 1864 Hwy.86, Milford,
IA 51351. Personal mail to David Feltman should
be sent to him at 9206 Hess Rd., Waterloo, IA
50701.

Christmas Breakfast/Program Thank You
On December 17, festivities were started with a
special Christmas breakfast complete with decorations and music to set the tone for the entire morning.
A special thank you is given to Keri Brooker, Diane
Gibson, and company (Leo Brooker, Bob & Pam
Clemons, Tom & Melinda Heater) for organizing
and preparing the meal.
This year the Christmas program was based on a
poem written by Avis Keasey of the Paton Presbyterian Church. There is nothing more precious than the
Christmas story told by young people. And our young
people certainly added their interpretations to Avis’
skits. From the shepherd who looked over the baby
to the angel who made her way directly behind
baby Jesus, there were so many precious moments.
What was your favorite part? Make sure to check
out our Facebook page to see photos from the day
as well as pictures drawn by our young people!
Thank you to all involved in this wonderful day. A
special thank you is given to the following groups/
people for their special music: Joyful Noise, Greater
Greene County Presbyterian Ministries Chancel
Choir, Glad Hearts, Sunday Club led by Cheryl
Nailor, Bell Choir, Ava Kegley, Keri Brooker, and
Wayne Lautner. Thank you also to the sound/tech
crew for their help-Diane Kennedy, George Hedges,
Brent Gerzema and Bill Monroe.
Thank you to the Carhill family for the special
Christmas bags of goodies!
Wendy Pittman

Webb House Update
Webb House has been going strong for about 20 years! I
asked youth why it is important
to have a Webb House. Here
are a few of their answers-it is important to have a
safe place for kids to hang out, keep kids out of
trouble, place to make new friends, keeps them active, provides service to others who might need help,
learn responsibility, learn respect for others, and
keep their hands off stuff, be respectful of Webb
property, play games they might not have, and donate to good causes from the Webb dances!!! There
you have it!!!!!! I could not have said it any better.
Thanks to the Presbyterians for helping make this
possible with your excellent chaperones (this month
included Shirley Stapleton, Kathy Kempffer, Wayne
Lautner, and Wendy Pittman) and all the donations
to the Webb House since it started. I cannot tell you
what an impact you have had on the youth of
Greene County!!!! Thanks to Wendy for all she does!!!

Scrapbook Retreat
January 12-14
A Scrapbook Retreat will take place at the beautiful Lakeshore Center at Okoboji on January 12-14.
Bring friends and all the supplies you need for this
fabulous weekend of creativity, rejuvenation, and fun! Inspiring view!
Good food! Lots of laughter! Prizes
awarded! Register today! Check-in
is on Friday any time after 3 p.m.
with supper served at 6 p.m. Checkout is at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Six meals and lodging are
included in the retreat costs. Retreat prices depend on
your lodging preference.
See the flyer on the bulletin board in the west entry for
more information. If you need a registration form, see
Martha.

2018 Presbytery Mission Trip
February 2018
Beaumont, Texas
This year a group from North Central
Iowa Presbytery is going to Beaumont,
Texas to assist with rebuilding. When the
participants of the group go, they would like to take gift
cards for Lowe’s and Home Depot to give to the residents
to help with their rebuilding. If you would like to donate a
gift card, please mail it by January 26 to David Feltman,
9206 Hess Rd. Waterloo, IA 50701. Please keep all
those who will be participating in your prayers for safe
travels and safety while working.

Lakeshore Center at Okoboji’s
2018 Quilt Retreat
March 4-8

Join us for our 2018 Quilt Retreat!
Create your masterpieces, work on
your projects, learn from others
while enjoying peaceful scenery.
Come for a week of fun, great
food, fellowship and time to experience God in a whole
new way. See flyer on bulletin board in west entryway
for more information about registration. Registration
deadline is Friday, February 23.

Christ’s Kids
A few days ago, I used my windshield wipers to
clean my window and to my disgust, they got tangled
together. First of all, I was upset because they were
fairly new wipers that I had just purchased and had my
husband install. Secondly, I was upset with the way
they were designed because I have the type of wipers
that both swipe in, so they are going in opposite directions. I assumed that they mangled for one of two reasons. Perhaps I had purchased the wrong wipers to be
installed or because of what I will call a design flaw.
Mind you, the wipers had never messed up in the several years prior that I had driven the vehicle.
I have driven without windshield wipers for about a
week now. It’s okay, don’t freak out, because it turns
out you only really need windshield wipers when it
rains or snows. Today, we had that wintery mix of
rain/snow/sleet and so my dear husband fixed my
wipers so that I could drive safely. He fixed them in a
matter of seconds because he is a genius and my hero!
Then, when we were discussing the fix, he impressed
me yet again. You see, I was concerned that they
weren’t really fixed and that the same problem would
reoccur. He assured me that he tried them several times
and they were indeed fixed. I wasn’t convinced so I
pushed further saying, “I must have purchased the
wrong blades or size last time.”
“Nope, they were right,” he responded calmly.
“Well, it’s probably going to happen again, that’s
a stupid design,” I muttered under my breath.
Matt chuckled and said, “Do you remember when
your wipers messed up?”
“Yeah, it was last week,” I responded.
“On a really windy day,” he added.
This floored me as I had not even considered the
wind as the culprit.
I wonder how many times in our faith journey do
we only look at certain facts, only the things we notice,
or the things that are important to us. Perhaps someone
else has a different perspective, different vantage
point, or different life experiences that influence their
faith. Perhaps that is why a community of faith is so
important - a group of people to do this journey of
faith together, sharing perspectives and experiences
that helps us to understand our faith better. After all, if
it wasn’t for Matt, I would have gone my whole life
with flawed thinking about my wipers. Let us not mimic
that with our faith; let’s have an open mind and discussion about our faith journey. I’d like to learn from you!
Hebrews 10: 24-25 says, “And let us consider how we
may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and
all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

During December, Christ’s Kids spent time thinking
about the birth of Christ. We talked about the Christmas story with Shirley and brainstormed what the
Christmas program could look like. We were excited
to participate and dress up for that! We read a couple different ARCH books called, Baby Jesus is Born
and Oh Holy Night. (There are several ARCH books in
the reading nook in the basement. Feel free to take a
look sometime. It is a nice space with lots of seating.)
Christ’s Kids also created angels for our friends at
Long Term Care. Whew, this craft was more than we
were cut out for. (pun intended.) This craft was a whole
lot of cutting. Though the craft turned out adorable, it
is doubtful that we will ever do anything like this one
again because there was just too much cutting involved
for our little hands!
Thank you to Anna Eckhardt & Shirley Stapleton for
providing the snack for Christ’s Kids this month.

Meals Needed for Youth Force
The 2018 Youth Force meal schedule is nearly
wide open. We continue to need people to provide
meals for Youth Force. If you are interested in serving
Youth Force a meal, please let me know and I will get
you signed up or sign up on the door to the education
wing!

Summer Thoughts
Youth Force
Youth Force spent the month of December working our
way through an Advent devotional by Adam Hamilton entitled, “Faithful.” This study looked at the Christmas story
through the eyes of Joseph. We thought about God using
ordinary people like a carpenter (or us) to carry out His
plans. We considered themes like heritage (different kinds
of family units), righteousness, dreams, and journeys as it
related to Joseph’s story. We noticed that not a whole lot is
written about Joseph in the Bible (only 17 verses). Still what
a significant role he played in the birth of Christ!
Thank you to Marilynn Hoskinson and Kate Mumma
for providing meals for Youth Force in December. PLEASE
CONSIDER PROVIDING A MEAL FOR YOUTH FORCE IN
JANUARY. THE SCHEDULE IS COMPLETELY EMPTY!!
YOUTH FORCE SCHEDULE:
6:00-6:30 Youth Force eats
6:30-7:30 Youth Force meets

**A note for the future, if school is cancelled due to inclement weather, Christ’s
Kids and Youth Force will be cancelled as
well.**

Summer thoughts when winter has just begun? It’s not
too early to begin thinking
about Presbyterian church
camp at Lakeshore Center at Okoboji.
You probably know this already, but camp is
the number one vehicle for faith formation for our
youth. The data backs it up, too! According to the
Effective Camp Research Project, after attending
camp, kids are much more likely to attend church,
pray, and read the Bible regularly. The reason
why mostly comes down to this: time at camp is the
most immersive, supportive, educational and fun
faith experience you people get. Period.
Lakeshore is that camp. Campers don’t just
read the Bible and put it away at Lakeshore-they
practice their faith every day. Our values-focused,
growth-oriented programs teach campers that
faith is central to their whole lives. And not just
faith, but their faith; a faith they discover for
themselves and claim as their own. Lakeshore
campers are valued members of a real community
made of positive Christian peers and mentors, with
relationships that last well beyond their camp program. Lastly, camp at Lakeshore is an adventure!
It’s thrilling, new, and (most of all)-FUN!
BE WATCHING FOR CAMP INFORMATION
HUNG ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS AT ALL
THREE CHURCHES visit
www.LakeshoreCenterAtOkoboji.org for more
info.

YSS: Youth Standing Strong (formerly Youth Shelter Services)
A community based organization serving youth and families since 1976. As we reflect
on the past year, we can’t help but smile as we think of the hundreds of young lives
touched by YSS programs. We are moved by the way youth stand strong each and every
day, despite the struggles they endure or circumstances they face. It’s all because someone
believed in them.
$100 allows 10 youth to attend Teen Maze, an experiential learning event
$250 provides support for one child and one adult for one semester
$500 allows 10 youth in YSS Residential Addiction Treatment to benefit from area recreation activities
$1000 supports the needs of one youth who has aged out of he foster care system.
$3000 allows six youth to attend a summer enrichment program.

Helping Hands (Jefferson)
*Thanks to the Worship Ministry Team
for all the time spent in planning the services, events, and decorations for the Advent and
Christmas season.
*Thank you to our special readers during our Advent worship services.
*Thanks to God for giving Pastor Gordon and
Wendy Pittman for the special gift of creativeness
and for being with them through the many hours of
preparation of bringing us His Word during the Advent season and on Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day.
*Thank you to our custodian, Wayne Lautner, for
the many hours spent keeping our church building
looking neat and beautiful through all the December
activities.

We express our Christian
love and sympathy to:
-David and Joan Dearborn on the death of David’s parents, Richard and Nora Dearborn of Boone. Richard died
on December 24 and Nora died on December 25 within
22 hours of each other. Joan is a member of the Grand
Junction Presbyterian Church.

*Thank you to Keri Brooker, Wayne Lautner,
Kyle Roeder, Maggie Mikkelsen and Cheryl Nailor
for the beautiful Christmas piano, organ, and trumpet
music during worship during our Advent season and
Christmas. Thanks also to the Greater Greene County
Presbyterian Ministry Chancel Choir, Joyful Noise
and Glad Hearts for their music.
*Thanks to Pastor Gordon, Kathy Moen, Karissa
Welch and Cheryl Nailor for the special music they
provided on Christmas Eve.
*Thank you to George Hedges for his willingness
and expertise at running the sound arrangements for
our services. Thank you to Brent Gerzema, Diane
Kennedy, Bill Monroe for the many hours spent preparing the Power Point for all our services. Thank you
to Leon Taggart for videotaping our services each
Sunday.
*Thanks to everyone who helped set out the
200 luminaries, lit them, and helped put them
away. The luminaries were beautiful!
*So many times when thank yous are expressed,
there are always those who go unmentioned unintentionally. Please know that you were appreciated.
Thanks to everyone who participated in many
ways in the life of our church family in 2017!
Thank you for sharing the gifts God has given you!

Campbell’s Soup Labels
We will no longer be collecting Campbell soup
labels. See the article below from the Campbell’s soup
website:
For over 43 years, Campbell has proudly offered Labels for Education® which has contributed
more than $110 million in school supplies to tens of
thousands of schools across the U.S. It has been one
of a number of ways in which we support American
kids and families as part of our commitment to being
a responsible corporate citizen.
During the past year, we’ve been assessing the
impact of these programs and through this, we’ve
seen that participation in Labels for Education has

declined considerably. Sadly, it is at the point
where we have no choice but to make the very
difficult decision to wind down the program.

Ushers

Rose Morrison
Galen Dayton
Darren Ten Napel
Beth Vander Wilt
Nancy Griffiths
Marilynn Parker
Matt Christensen
Joseph Reedy
Gary Danielson
Keri Brooker
Shirley Stapleton
Abbey Gerzema
Tracy Hoodjer
Tressa Rasmussen
Marilyn Emmert
Adam Snowgren
Randy Christensen
Adrianna Welch
Teresa Green
Aiden Gerzema
Isaac Hoskins

1
3
4
5
6
8
9
9
10
15
16
17
18
18
23
24
25
26
27
29
30

Acolyte Schedule
Kaycee Pittman
Maggie Mikkelsen
Kaycee Pittman
Jaleigh Moen

7
14
21
28

Terry and Pat Miller
Galen Dayton; Kim Meyer

7

Alan Shriver; Alice Shriver
Gail Huffman

14

Perry and Marilyn Parker
Carol Zwicky

21

Shirley Stapleton; Leon Taggart
Mike and Marg Mumma

28

Nursery

Jen and Elise Badger
Donna Carhill
Kathy Hardaway
Shirley Stapleton

7
14
21
28

Greeters

Hoyt Monroe; Bill Monroe
Gary and Shirley Danielson

7

Bruce and Amy Youngblood
Kris and Billie Jo Hoskins

14

Kevin and Jill Rasmussen
Steve and Carla Haupert

21

Brent and Jen Badger & Family
Marilynn Hoskinson

28

Financial Secretary for January
LeAnn Monaghan

Coffee and Conversation

Lay Readers
Donna Carhill
Cara Reedy
Larry Thomsen
LeAnn Monaghan

7
14
21
28

LeAnn Monaghan
Christensen Family
Denise Buenz
Marilyn Parker

7
14
21
28

January Deacon
Pat Miller is the deacon of the month
of January in charge of rides to church.
Call her at 386-3048 by 5:00 p.m. on
Saturday night if you would like a ride
Sunday.

Give everything to God and
He will give you everything too.
May this New Year give you more hope
and reasons to live happily.

Grand Junction

JANUARY
Dylan Lansman
Alex Gordon
Shirley Herrick
Shirley Rundle
Ebban Clause
Lori Gordon
Angie Oathout
Ben Lint
Norman and Shirley Rundle
Rhea Hoskins

Greeters

Caroline Kellogg and John Kellogg
Meladee Graven and Kyle Graven
Joan Dearborn and Diane Wise
Margaret Liston and Jacelyn Sprecher
Sue Kellogg

Communion Preparers

Paton

4
8
8
13
16
18
28
28
29
30

JANUARY

No birthdays or anniversaries

PATON

7
14
21
28

Paton PW Women will meet Thursday, January 25 at 2:00 p.m. Hostess-Charlotte, Devotions-Shirley, and Lesson-Evelyn.

14

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY AT PATON

GRAND JUNCTION

Grand Junction Presbyterian Women will meet
Wednesday, January 17 at 2:00 p.m. Worship-Joan
Crandell, Live, Laugh, Love Time-Mary Lou Schuttler,
Circle of Prayer-Eleanor Alex, Study-Joan Crandell
and Hostess-Clara Clark.

Paton just completed the “Faithful” Bible Study
by Adam Hamilton. These discussions were held at
2:00 p.m. on Tuesdays during Advent.
We’re not that different from Joseph. True, we
may not be part of a story that will be remembered
for all time, but like Joseph, we encounter circumstances that we’d never choose for ourselves. At
times, it can be tempting just to walk away, but
Joseph provides us a great example of humbly
obeying God even when we don’t understand, faithfully moving forward in the strength that God provides. We looked at Christmas through the eyes of
Joseph and learned to accept and glorify God’s will
even when our situation makes it difficult to do so.
Join us in January as we get back to the book of
Matthew with the help of Max Lucado.

Updates from College Students– Jefferson
Students who are seeking a higher education and who have been members of our congregation for one year
have been granted scholarships of $500/semester to help them with the costs of education have been asked by
the Stewardship Ministry Team to provide an update by December 2017 to keep us informed.
First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you so much for the letter with the kind and encouraging words about finals week. It put
an immediate smile on my face and definitely helped! Thank you for the scholarship grant money! I
have used the scholarship to buy textbooks and supplies needed for my classes. May 2018 I will
have a B.A. in Spanish and Health Promotion: fitness and wellness. This past semester I have been
busy with an executive position in my sorority, being a facility manager at the college recreational center, and
teaching fitness classes. This summer I have an internship at the Cedar Valley SportsPlex to work under the fitness
specialist. After the internship I hope to find a career promoting corporate wellness in Des Moines! I hope everyone has a relaxing and joyful Christmas holiday!
Emily Vander Wilt

Hi, everyone!
I want to start with saying thank you to the church for the support-thoughts and scholarship
money! I appreciate everyone’s desire to keep up with me and here is where I am at now; I am
enrolled in the architecture program at Iowa State University and will graduate in 2021 with a
professional degree. We do a lot architectural model making in my design and building science
course so the scholarship money comes in handy when I am buying materials and paying to use
the laser cutter. Thanks again for the support!
Kelsey Buenz

Hi Everyone!
I wanted to give you all an update on how Iowa State is and to say thank you again for the
scholarship. I cannot believe I will be graduating in May from ISU but I could not have been
successful without the support from the church. Whether it was through the scholarship money or cards and care
packages, I appreciate it so much!
I am still very busy as a Biology major with my clubs, organizations, and work. I have been applying for optometry school this fall and I am happy to announce I will be headed to Memphis, Tennessee next fall to attend
school at Southern College of Optometry! I will be there for the next four years after I graduate from ISU. God
has blessed me with an amazing opportunity and I cannot wait to see where this new adventure takes me!
Thank you all again for the love and support through school. I cannot express my gratitude enough!
Kami Badger
P.S. Thank you for the letter with all the encouraging notes for finals! Definitely made my day a little
brighter. :)
I used the $500 grant towards my tuition for the semester. With the help of this money, I
was able to have my whole first semester paid for. This was a huge relief for me and helped
me focus more on my studies. I am continuing my education at Iowa State University with a major in Animal Science. I am projected to graduate in May of 2021.
Abby Badger

Updates from College Students continued
Hello All!
This year has been a crazy year for me, but I have been truly blessed. I have completed
my fifth semester at Iowa State University in the Construction Engineering program, and I
could not be more excited for the future. This past summer, I had an internship in Omaha with
a company called MMC which deals with HVAC installment and production. In November, I
was elected the new president for my sorority, Sigma Kappa at Iowa State, and I look forward to the challenging and fun times ahead. This coming semester (Spring 2018) and summer, I will be doing a co-op in Ankeny with another mechanical contractor called Baker Group. I will receive college credit for this opportunity,
and I am very excited to start in January. Thank you for all you support throughout this journey, and thank you
for the scholarship! This scholarship helps me every semester to pay for my books, and you have no idea how
much of a blessing it has been.
Kayla Youngblood
Church Family,
This semester has been the most challenging and rewarding, both academically as well as
emotionally, for me. The semester started out rough with the shocking diagnosis of my cousin with
leukemia. I found myself wanting to be home more than ever. I would like to thank the congregation for the support and encouragement this semester.
After an eventful semester at the University of Iowa, I added another major, finance. Now I
am an accounting and finance honors major with a criminology minor. This semester, I completed
the class requirement to graduate with honors in the major.
With the help of my mentor from Women in Business (WIB, a student organization in Tippie College of
Business), I decided to slow my course study load and take a full four years to complete my undergrad. I have
intentions of applying for the Finance or Accounting Masters program in the fall of 2018 because my masters
studies would begin in the fall of 2019 and continue through the spring of 2021. Other than being involved in
Women in Business where I am a lean-in circle leader, I am involved in Business Leaders in Christ.
In my free time, when I wasn’t working for school work or student orgs, I continued to work part time at a
daycare near campus.
This semester I also had the honor to be inducted into Beta Gamma Sigma, an honors society in business
school reserved for the top 10% of the graduating class based on GPA. I also received recognition for being
in the top 15% of the whole university. In addition to these accomplishments, I made the Dean’s List.
The scholarship was used to pay for books as well as printing at the university. Because of the recent
changes, students are now required to pay for printing and I racked up a bill of $85 in printing this semester
(crazy, I know!!!)
Thanks so much for the support and I cannot wait to see what next semester brings to me!
Lakota Larson

,

