The Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry
“Better Together Than Apart”

DECEMBER 2017
Pastor’s Pen
I remember when I was a child, it seemed like Christmas would never come. The countdown would start at
the beginning of December. We would make one of those streamers of paper rings and each day we could
take off one of the rings meaning we were one day closer. It got even worse if my mom put some presents under our aluminum Christmas tree with a rotating colored light. Every time we would walk into the living room
there they were to remind us that Christmas was coming, but it was coming ever so slowly. Then as we got to the
last couple of days before Christmas, we would begin pestering our mom if we could open a package early.
“Please? Just one?” But to no avail. We had to wait.
Then there were the Christmas programs at school and church. I remember at the one room country school
we attended there was a pink puffy Christmas tree with lights and tinsel. When I think back it was kind of
cheesy, but it was about Christmas and I loved it. We would pack the school with parents. We would sing
Christmas songs and have some sort of skit. I was distracted by the thought of those brown paper bags that
would be filled with an apple or orange and a bunch of hard candies and chocolate stars, chocolate drops or
maybe a cookie. I ate every piece. At Bethany Lutheran Church, the program was more formal and religious,
but afterwards there would be another brown bag filled with good stuff! We got two bags of candy in just a
couple of weeks! How could you beat that?
But the longest day was Christmas Eve. We knew we were getting close. The presents seemed to have
grown in number. We knew which ones had our names on them. Our imaginations ran wild! “Mom, could we
open just one present before we go to church? How about the smallest one? Please Mom?” After an afternoon
of this constant pleading, Mom usually broke down and let us open the smallest one. We would rip open the
paper only to find a pair of socks or gloves. At that age, socks and gloves are hardly inspiring. But in our mind,
that meant the good stuff was still under the tree.
So off to church we would go for Christmas Eve service. It had to be at least 3 hours long! I swear the
preacher talked so long it would make my sermons seem short! I have to confess the manger was not on my
mind. The Christmas hymns were good, but I had other inspiration.
When we got home, we would all settle in the living room. The time had arrived! It was time for presents!
But not so fast. Before we could open presents, Dad would make us sing “Silent Night” together. We would sing
and he would harmonize. Then he would want us to harmonize with him. I remember thinking that this was taking
so long. I had waited through the whole month and through these last few agonizing days. Let’s start handing
out presents!
It seemed like forever had passed before Christmas got to our house.
My how time changes things! A couple of weeks ago I sent an email out about a meeting and I kept referring to October 21 as the date, even though I was writing the email in the middle of November. Now here we
are at the beginning of Advent, and Christmas is around the corner. I find myself asking, “Where did the time
go?” “How am I going to finish all the things I have to do to get ready for this season of waiting when time
seems to be passing so fast I am a month behind?
Somehow I think my experiences as a child may have been a more authentic experience of Advent than
what I now experience as an adult. The texts for Advent look forward to the coming of the Christ. The passages
from Advent ask us to look at the state of the world to see why God sent his son. The passages from Advent
give us glimpses of God’s kingdom that will come. The texts from Advent call for us to wait for Jesus is coming.
The texts from Advent call us to look ahead to the good news of the coming Kingdom of God. The
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texts from Advent create in us a longing for the promises of peace, grace and a new way that is coming.
We should be more like children waiting for the day when the gifts can be opened and what is inside is
revealed.
Maybe a different way to spend Advent is to think about that anticipation and excitement of our
youth about the coming of Christmas. The reason for our anticipation may be different. Is the idea of
God coming to us in Jesus with the promise of a savior who will usher in God's kingdom something worth
getting excited? What if we have to wait? Can we imagine what that kind of world will be under this
new King of kings? Can we even contemplate the reign of peace under the rule of the Prince of Peace?
Can we celebrate the vulnerability of God’s love revealed in the birth of a baby? Can we draw closer to
God as we wait, reflect and anticipate opening the Christmas gift to reveal the good news of Jesus
Christ?
So my Advent prayer for you is that even in the midst of a busy schedule, you will have to anxiously
wait for Christmas to hear the best Christmas news. Jesus Christ is born!

SPECIAL CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
Session is calling a congregational meeting next Sunday, December 10
during the worship service for the purpose of electing Randy Christensen as
elder for the Class of 2020.

Stated Session Minutes of November 15, 2017 from Regular Meeting
(Jefferson)
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on Wednesday, November 15, 2017 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting
to order at 7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Galen Dayton, Kathi Florea, Tom
Heater, Loel Larson, LeAnn Monaghan, Matt Pittman, Cara Reedy, Shirley Stapleton, and Larry Thomsen.
Excused was Cheryl Nailor. A quorum was present. Also present was CRE Wendy Pittman.
7:00-7:25 Opening Worship, Prayer: Unison and Elements
7:30 Consent Agenda and Discussions
The following Consent Agenda was reviewed.
Approval of Stated Minutes from October 18, 2017
Approval of Congregational Minutes from October 22, 2017
Old Business
Average attendance October 2017-76 and October 2016-87
68 were served communion at the November 5 regular worship service
A report from the Presbytery meeting at Conrad on November 5 was given by Larry
An ecumenical Thanksgiving service was held on Sunday, November 12 at the Central Christian Church
Pastor’s Report –Gordon
Activity Report provided
Pulpit locations:
November 26 Gordon in Grand Junction/Paton
December 17 Gordon in Grand Junction/Paton
December 23 Gordon and Wendy Christmas Eve service in Paton
December 24 Gordon in Paton in the morning
December 24 Gordon and Wendy Christmas Eve service in Grand Junction at 5 p.m.
December 24 Gordon and Wendy Christmas Eve service at Jefferson at 7 p.m.
Pastor will lead worship services on Sunday, November 26 at 2:00 p.m. at Regency Park and at 3:00
p.m. at GCMC Long Term Care
CRE Report-Wendy
Activity Report provided
Stated Clerk-Tom
No report

Motions offered by Teams
Property and Finance-Motion to accept financial reports and pay October bills and also include one
from Darrow Pipe Organ repair in the amount of $1,736 along with the previous $2,530 for water damage. Gordon advised he has submitted an insurance claim
Nominating—Motion to nominate Randy Christensen as an elder for the Class of 2020 and to approve him at a special congregational meeting on December 10
Approval of Ministry Team Reports
Worship
TEAM (Mission)
Stewardship
The fall stewardship campaign preliminary report effective 11/12/2017 was as follows:
46 completed cards have been returned
7 no estimates, 6 new estimates, 9 increased, 3 decreased
Total estimates thus far: $97,284.50 to General Fund and $6,286.50 to Mission Fund and
$600 to ARC Food Pantry

(Stated Session Minutes of November continued on page 4)

Stated Session Minutes of November continued
Property and Finance
Spiritual Growth
Date of Christmas program is December 17; no Sunday school on Christmas Eve or New Year’s Eve
Congregational Life
Personnel-(none)
Governance (none)
New Business
Lila Mart and Ron and Ione LeMay have all requested to join the church and will attend a meeting in the
future
Communion servers for Sunday, December 3 (seated) are Cara, LeAnn, Larry, Shirley and Galen
Communion servers for Christmas Eve are Loel, Cara, Larry and one more to be asked
Greater Greene County Presbyterian joint Session meeting will be held on November 21 at 7 p.m. at the
Grand Junction Presbyterian Church
Worship with The Church of the Damascus Road in Fort Dodge on Wednesday, November 29
Live Nativity program will be held in Paton on December 3 from 12-2 p.m.
Invite new Elder Elects to the December Session meeting
Discussion was held about sanctuary safety due to recent church violence. Tom will talk to Sheriff Williams
about having an active shooter program after the holidays for all churches interested

Highlights from Ministry Teams (Based on November team minutes)
Worship Team
Discussions were held about the season of Advent. The theme for this year will be “Awakening the Voices
of Advent” with sermons based on the lectionary readings from the prophet Isaiah. Other parts of worship
will be developed to supplement the theme. Christmas Eve services are planned as follows: Paton on December 23 at 7 p.m., Grand Junction on December 24 at 5 p.m. and Jefferson on December 24 at 7 p.m.
Gordon and Wendy will lead all 3 services. Chancel Choir will practice twice in November and December
and plan to sing during the worship service at both the Grand Junction and Jefferson churches once in November and once in December.
Spiritual Growth Team
The Christmas program was set for December 17, 2017 and plans were discussed. Wendy will be using an
Advent curriculum for Youth Force. Chaperones are needed at the Webb House on Friday nights in December. Work continues on developing an event for the women of our church and community sometime in
2018.
Property and Finance Team
The review of our 2016 financial books has been completed by Diane Kennedy and Pat Miller. The pipe
organ has been repaired; bills will be submitted to the insurance company due to water damage. Leaks
over Wendy’s office, above the west entry door and over the nursery restroom have been repaired. An
additional wheel chair will be purchased to have at the west entry door. Wayne Taylor will install a new
toilet and handicap bars in the women’s restroom.
Stewardship Team
Quarterly earnings for the Endowment Fund were reported. Payments for pulpit supply were discussed.
Those who participated in the Iowa Health Initiative walk in October enjoyed the fellowship and lunch. A
theme was selected for our annual stewardship campaign, along with dates for actions to be competed.
Stewardship Commitment Sunday will be November 12. The theme will be “Building on the Foundation”
keeping in line with the celebration of our 150th anniversary celebration. Gordon, Larry, Brent and Doug
are working on the skits to be presented during the worship services.
No team minutes were submitted from TEAM (Mission) or Congregational Life Ministry Teams

THE GREATER GREENE COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN MINISTRY
First United Presbyterian Church
302 12th Street S or 210 East Hagar St
Grand Junction IA 50107
Phone:515-738-2172
Email: gjpresbyterian@iowatelecom.net

First United Presbyterian Church
502 South Main
Paton, IA 50217
Phone: 515-968-4469

Grand Junction Church Vision Statement:
Sharing, Showing and Growing God’s Love
Through Word, Worship, and Discipleship

Paton Church Vision Statement:
Feeding the Hungry for Christ
with the Fruits of the Spirit

Jefferson Church Vision Statement:
First Presbyterian Church
208 W State Street
Jefferson IA 50129
Phone: 515-386-2514
Email: firstpres@netins.net

At First Presbyterian Church:
*We Invite People to Faith
*To Become More Like Christ
*And Send Us to Love, Serve,
And Follow Christ
To the Glory of God

Pastor Gordon Moen's Schedule
Monday: Day off
Thursday: morning Paton; afternoon Jefferson
Friday: morning Grand Junction; afternoon Jefferson
Other days of the week will be in Jefferson;
available other times by appointment
Contact information for Gordon Moen:
Email: g1moen@netins.net
Cell: 515-391-0006
Wendy Pittman’s Schedule:
Monday: morning-Jefferson; afternoon Grand Junction
Tuesday: morning-Jefferson; afternoon Paton
Wednesday Jefferson
Thursday: Jefferson
Friday: Day off
Contact information for Wendy Pittman
Email: w2pittman@netins.net
Cell: 515-370-2616

Worship Services
Pastor Gordon Moen leads worship in Jefferson
except the 4th Sunday of the month when he is in
Paton and Grand Junction.
Wendy Pittman leads worship in Paton at 9:00
a.m. and in Grand Junction at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday except the 4th Sunday of the month in which she
is at Jefferson.

Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website:
http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarofevents.htm

Meals on Wheels
Volunteers!
Thank you to our Meals on Wheels volunteers who so willingly served our community
during the month of November through December 1.
Terry and Pat Miller
Carol Zwicky and Mignon Rasmussen
Ron and Lori DeBok
Roger and Rose Olhausen
Jean Taylor
Steven and Denise Harberts
Marilynn Hoskinson
Steven and Denise Harberts

Thank you to those deacons and elders who have so
faithfully served for three years and will be ending
their active terms on December 31, 2017.
Deacons:
Marilynn Hoskinson
Rose Morrison
Al Rowedder
Gretchen Rowedder

Elders:
Kathi Florea
Cara Reedy
Shirley Stapleton

Especially During the Holidays Remember
Our Shut-ins
GCMC Long Term
Judy McConkie Room 217
The Gardens
Norma Milligan
Carlisle Care Center
Vi Vaughn
680 Cole Street, Unit 404
Carlisle, IA 50047
Shady Oak Care Center
Jeanette Walker
1409 Main Street
Lake City, IA 51446
(send cards only)
In her home
Neva Eggimann
1001 W. Washington, #108, Jefferson

Poinsettias
If you are planning to give a
poinsettia for the Advent
season, please notify the
church office. If you are giving the plant in memory of
loved ones, please let
Martha know. Thanks!

Galen Dayton served a 1 year term in 2017 but will
serve two more years (2018 and 2019).

Salvation Army
Bell Ringers
JEFFERSON
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS
& HISTORICAL BOOKS

Christmas ornaments commemorating
our 150 years as a church are available
in the narthex for $10. Historical books
are also available for $5.

Preserving Memories
If you have any memorabilia, directories,
or old pictures associated with First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson that you no longer want,
please bring these to the church office.

Volunteers are needed to serve as Salvation
Army Bell Ringers on Friday, December 1 from 4-8
p.m. and Saturday, December 2 from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. at Fareway. The shifts are one hour long, but
you may sign up for more than one shift. We will
need to fill 12 one-hour slots. Sign-up sheets will be
in the narthex in November. Your time will be appreciated. Ninety percent (90%) of the contributions will remain in Greene County.

Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity
presents our annual Nativity Festival
Sunday, December 10
First United Methodist Church, Jefferson
Everyone deserves a
stable home.

(Free will offering will be accepted to help support
Habitat’s efforts to combat poverty housing)

The Habitat for Humanity Nativity Festival is planned for Sunday, December 10 at the First United Methodist Church, Jefferson. Nativity sets will be displayed for viewing beginning at 3:00 p.m. This will be followed
by the Community Christmas Concert, featuring the Greene County Singers along with other talented vocalists
and musicians from across Greene County. After the concert, enjoy a bowl of soup prepared by volunteers
from area churches. And don’t forget the pie!! The annual pie auction gives you the chance to take home a
homemade pie from the best bakers in Greene County!
Habitat for Humanity is inviting anyone wanting to display Nativity sets to contact Jill Lamoureux at
515-370-4785. Space is limited, so please reserve soon! There will also be a silent auction of Nativity sets at
the event and those wishing to donate a set for this cause are also asked to contact Jill. Please join your friends
and neighbors in celebrating the Nativity tradition we share with Christians the world over.
Help is needed for the Habitat for Humanity Nativity Festival. Both workers and food are needed.
Please sign up on the sign up list on the sofa table in the narthex if you are willing to help.

. . .“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for
all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;
he is Christ the Lord. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
men on whom his favor rests.”
Luke 2:10-11, 14 NIV

Christmas Joy Offering
A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the
four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). Because Advent and Christmas shine a light not only on our world’s greatest hope
but also on our world’s greatest need, the PC(USA) provides this opportunity for congregations to support causes specifically designed to bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in
circumstance or spirit. The Christmas Joy Offering will be distributed equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions which assists families of active and retired church
workers meet unexpected needs and to support student scholarships at Presbyterian-related
racial ethnic schools and colleges, helping students develop their gifts and find their calling.
The Christmas Joy Offering will be received on Sunday, December 17 and Christmas Eve.

We express our Christian
love and sympathy to:
-Bob and Donna Carhill and family on the
death of Wilmer Van Wyk of Monroe, IA. He
was Donna’s father and the grandfather of Ryan
(Jenny) Carhill, Matthew Carhill, and
Nathan (Jessica) Carhill. Great grand-children
also mourn his loss-Cayden, Colby and
Carleigh Carhill.
-Dan and Marilyn Emmert on the death of
Marilyn’s brother, Lowell Andeberg of
Altoona, IA.

In Memory of

Ruth Harrison
July 28, 1928-November 17, 2017
We extend our Christian love and sympathy to
the family of Ruth Harrison who entered her eternal home on November 17, 2017. Pastor Gordon
officiated at her service at First Presbyterian Church
on November 20, 2017. Interment was at the Lost
Grove Cemetery in Lanyon, IA. Ruth was a faithful
member of our church for 25 years.
Ruth was preceded in death by her husband,
Walter in 2014, her parents and brothers and sisters and daughter-in-law. She is survived by her
four sons, Joe, Kim (Denise), Mark (Ellen), and Todd
(Teresa), 8 grandchildren, 17 great-grandchildren,
her sister-in-law, nieces and nephews.

Special Milestone Celebrations!
Cliff Said’s 80th Birthday Celebration!
You are invited to help celebrate Cliff Said’s
80th Birthday! His family would like you to join them
for an Open House Celebration/Card Shower in the
church fellowship hall from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. on
Saturday, December 2.
Judy McConkie’s 90th Birthday Celebration!
The family of Judy McConkie will host a 90th
Birthday Celebration for Judy McConkie on Saturday,
December 16 from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the Elks
Lodge. Stop in for fun, food and celebrations!

Helping Hands (Jefferson)
*Thank you to the Stewardship Ministry Team for
all their work during the church’s fall stewardship season. Thank you to Brent Gerzema, Doug Monaghan
and Larry Thomsen for their participation in the skits.
*Thanks to the Deacons for the beautiful fall decorations during the month of November.
*Thank you to the Youth Force members, the
T.E.A.M. Ministry Team and all who participated in
the Operation Christmas Child mission project again
this year. 33 boxes were packed and delivered to the
Carroll collection center. Thank you to Gail Huffman
and Rose Morrison for heading this project up this
year. Thank you to Gail for delivering the boxes.
*Thanks to LeAnn Monaghan, Gail Huffman and all
those who helped with the luncheon following Ruth
Harrison’s service. Thanks also to those who provided
salads and desserts.
*Thank you to Wayne Taylor for installing the new
toilet and handicap bars in the women’s restroom.
*Thanks to all those who help quietly behind the
scenes and are not recognized by name. We are a
family - many hands and much love make for lighter
work. Know that you are appreciated!

College Update and Thank You

Hi, everyone!
I want to start with saying thank you
to the church for the support - thoughts
and scholarship money! I appreciate
everyone's desire to keep up with me
and here is where I am at now; I am enrolled in the architecture program at Iowa State University and will
graduate in 2021 with a professional degree. We do a
lot of architectural model making in my design and
building science courses so the scholarship money comes
in handy when I am buying materials and paying to use
the laser cutter. Thanks again for the support!"
Kelsey Buenz
Reminder to College Students
Those who are receiving scholarships from First
Presbyterian Church of Jefferson are reminded that a
written or video update is required to be shared with
all church members. You may also share during worship.
Please provide this information-how you have used the
scholarship, where you are continuing your education,
when your anticipated graduation date is and what
your major or course study is. These need to be submitted to the church office by December 15 of each year.
Failure to do so will jeopardize the approval of additional funds.

Mid-Day Bible Study (Jefferson)
Thursday, December 7 at 11:30 a.m.

SUNDAY CLUB & OTHER CLASSES
JEFFERSON PRESBYTERIAN
Christian Education classes are for all ages! Options for classes are listed below.
*SUNDAY CLUB: PreK-3 grade, 9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings
*4th-7th GRADE CLASS, 9:00-10:00 Sunday
mornings
*ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 2 classes offered, 9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings

In December, the Mid-Day Bible Study will meet just
once on Thursday, December 7 at 11:30 a.m. at the
Ram Bistro (Ram Restaurant) at the high school. Kay
Finneseth will lead a study about Preparing for the
New Year. Barbara Todd will distribute a self-study on
the Four Themes of Advent: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
The group will begin their study at 11:30 a.m. and
at noon will enjoy a meal of soup and club sandwiches.
Choice of soup can be made upon arrival. The cost of
the meal is $5 with the option of a tip in addition.
Please call Barbara Todd at 712-355-0052 or
Rose Morrison at 386-4610 if you have questions or
are interested in attending. Both women and men are
welcome to join.

*CONFIRMATION CLASS
SUNDAY CLUB MISSION UPDATE:
When you give an offering at Sunday Club or
other classes, you help! This year First Presbyterian
of Jefferson will support the Greene County ARC
(Action Resource Center). ARC usually serves 120
families a month. The approaching cold weather
months impact some families because their funds
now need to be stretched to pay for heat. Families
range in size from 1 person to 8 people. The food
pantry has many needs. We can always use donations of canned goods-especially vegetables, chili
beans, canned tomatoes, canned fruit, spaghetti
sauce and cereal. Monetary donations are also
appreciated as we purchase meat with those
funds. Individuals or small groups are welcome to
come and help prepare the bags of canned goods
that are handed out on Wednesday.
-Shirley Haupert
**Funds collected during Sunday School will be directed to the ARC**
CHRISTMAS BREAK SCHEDULE:
Youth Force follows the school calendar. There will
be no Youth Force December 27.
There will be no Sunday Club or Christian Education
on Sunday, December 24 or January 31. Enjoy some
extra time with your family!

Mark Your Calendar
Sunday, December 17
Breakfast & Christmas
Program (Jefferson)
Please join us on Sunday,
December 17 for a special
breakfast prepared by Keri
Brooker and Diane Gibson
at 9:30 a.m. followed by the church Christmas program
during worship at 10:30 a.m. Join us as we experience
God in a special way thinking about the birth of our
savior, Jesus Christ through music, movements and words.
Youth will have the opportunity to dress up, act out a
song, play the bells and sing. Many adults will help
make this a special event by sharing their musical abilities as well. Please join us for this special service!
Please note there will be no Coffee and Conversation that day. Adult Christian Education will meet for
class from 9:00-9:30 a.m.

How many times have you made pancakes in your
life? I have made them a time or two and it seems like
each time that I do, I learn another important lesson
about faith. There was the one time that I used baking
soda instead of baking powder-yuck! Sometimes it has
been about too much or too little milk. But this last time,
it was all about patience. Let me explain.
There is some waiting that is involved in making
pancakes (Donna Carhill’s recipe). First, after you mix
all the ingredients together, the recipe tells you to let it
sit for 5 minutes before cooking. Probably for good
reason so that the baking powder has time to do its job
(I am speculating, because I know virtually nothing
about cooking!) But more important than waiting at
that time, is waiting to flip the pancake. I suppose some
of you experienced chefs know where I am going with
this one, but humor me and listen.
So it was during my vacation and I decided that I
would cook pancakes for my family. I knew I wouldn’t
be able to cook the entire batch before I had to take
the kids to school, but I could at least do...one more
round. And so I filled the skillet with four pancakes. Did
you know that you are not supposed to flip the pancakes until you see bubbles form and burst on the top?
Well, needless to say, I got impatient and tried to flip
the cakes early; after all, we were dangerously close
to 8:00 a.m. And it was messy! There was batter everywhere...on my spatula, all over the pan, and on the
other pancakes. Not to mention the pancakes deflated
a bit when I flipped them prematurely. Ugh-what a
mess!?
I remember back to the first few times that I had
ever made pancakes, wondering why they hadn’t
turned out right. Now, I know that it was because I
flipped them too early. It was ignorance that got me at
the beginning of my pancake-making career, but this
last fiasco was pure impatience. I knew better than to
flip earlier, but I was simply in a hurry, wanting things
to get done in my time. Waiting on anything (even
pancakes) is hard for me (and many others) to do.
Psalm 27:14 says, “Wait for the Lord; be
strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”
I wonder….if waiting on pancakes to cook properly makes such an impact on the final product; then I
wonder about the possibilities if we truly waited on the
Lord.

Youth Force tries to complete a variety of activities
throughout the year in order to have different experiences to strengthen our faith. At the beginning of November,
we visited the cemetery to experience first hand what
Karen Pound had taught us. We found many engraved
images that connected to faith-we even made etchings
from some. We also talked about our legacy and what
we might want on our own gravestones.
Hands on work
really makes things
memorable. Youth
Force participated
in Operation Christmas Child. We
were able to pack
5 boxes in Youth
Force alone-helping
to bring the grand
total to 33 boxes. A
special thank you is
given to Gail Huffman and Rose Morrison for heading
up this project. Be watching for details on where some of
the boxes have been shipped.
We also completed a lesson on Moses hearing God
speaking to him through the burning bush. We did some
activities to help us listen to God and have open minds as
to what He would be telling us about how we live our
lives and what our priorities should look like.
Youth Force will be going through “Faithful” which is
an Adam Hamilton Advent devotional.
Thank you to Marilynn Hoskinson, Roger & Rose
Olhausen, Terry & Pat Miller, and Jenny Carhill for
providing meals for Youth Force in November.

Passions, Skills, Life Events
Wendy is back at it again with randomness….I would
like to expose Youth Force to as many people as I can
along with their faith stories. And the good news is, if
you are breathing, then you have a story to tell! In my
mind, everything is connected to our faith in God from
careers, to motherhood, errands, doing chores, to our
passions and skill sets. Let me know if you would be interested in joining Youth Force one Wednesday night to explore your story with the youth!
.

Christ’s Kids
This month Christ’s Kids made tree paintings using
various techniques like tracing of their hand (trunk &
branches) and finger prints (leaves). They are so creative
and willing to work hard in order to share God’s love
with our friends at Long Term Care. We talked about the
scripture that says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” and read, The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein. Not
only did we get to take gifts to our friends at Long Term
Care and perform the bells for them, but we also got to
view the Christmas decorations in the entry way at the
Greene County Medical Center.
Thank you to Shirley Stapleton and the Christensen
Family for providing the snack for Christ’s Kids this
month.

First Presbyterian, Jefferson Youth
New this year: REMIND Please take time to sign up
for the REMIND app. This is the way that Wendy can
contact you about….
FOR CHRIST’S KIDS
Text this message: @christskid
To phone #: 81010

FOR YOUTH FORCE
Text this message: @yf1718
To phone #: 81010

*A note for the future, if school is cancelled due to inclement weather,
Christ’s Kids and Youth Force will be
cancelled as well.**

Webb House Volunteers
Help is Needed
Snacks Needed for
Hungry Christ’s Kids
Christ’s Kids are hungry after school! If
you would be interested in providing an
after school snack/drink, there is a sign-up sheet on the
sofa table in the narthex or contact Wendy with the
date and she can sign you up. We anticipate 5 kids.
Food and drink can be dropped off in the kitchen at a
time that is convenient for you. Thanks for volunteering to
help! You are such a blessing to us!

HELP! Youth Force Meals
We are in search of people to provide meals for
Youth Force. If you are interested in serving Youth Force
a simple meal, please let me know and I will get you
signed up! Plan to serve 10 people. There is also a signup sheet on the sofa table in the narthex.
Wendy

The Webb House is a safe place for young people
to hang out on Wednesday and Friday nights. Mr.
North has poured his life into providing a space for
young people. Throughout the years, many youth have
stepped up into leadership roles, even helping to build
the “new” Webb House 15+ years ago. Now youth
help to run and maintain the facilities by fixing games
and cleaning. But it takes a village to make it happen!
Chaperones are needed in order to have a space
for young people to hang out. First Presbyterian is
responsible for chaperones during the month of December each Friday night from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Please
mark your calendar and sign up on the sofa table if you
can help.

“Building on the Foundation”
First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson
“Building on the Foundation” has been our theme for our stewardship season and financial campaign.
The Stewardship Ministry Team wanted to work with a theme that reflected the celebration of our 150th
anniversary celebration. We are blessed to continue to serve God in this community because for the last
150 years, members of our church have worked to build the solid foundation for this congregation. It is a
foundation built on faith in Jesus Christ. From October 29 through November 12 the Stewardship Ministry
Team brought back the Mighty Stewardship Players to offer interesting and thought provoking skits on our
theme, “Building on the Foundation”. A sermon series continued through November 12 on the same theme.
On Sunday, November 12 we dedicated our estimate of giving cards for the year 2018.
You have received an invitation to add on to that strong foundation started so long ago in order that
the ministry to this community through First Presbyterian would continue long into the future. As we wind up
this year, the Stewardship Ministry Team would like to encourage you if you have not done so to fill out
and return the 2018 Estimate of Giving Cards. We would like to receive all cards in the next week so
we can put together a final report for everyone. These cards are important in helping the Session plan for
the coming year by knowing what resources are available to be used for ministry here at First Presbyterian
Church.
The Stewardship Ministry Team would like to thank you again for your generous support of God’s work
being done here as hearts and lives of people, including ours are changed.

Thank you for all your generosity and we look forward to seeing what God will be doing
through us as we continue “Building on the Foundation.”

First Presbyterian, Jefferson
Year End Giving
**Just a reminder**
We are nearing the end of our fiscal year. Now is a good time to prayerfully catch
up on your giving. Important reminder-all 2017 contributions must be received by the
church by December 31, 2017 or mailed in an envelope postmarked no later than December 31, 2017. If you have questions, contact Martha. She can also print out a copy of
your 2017 giving statement, if you would like.

The Grand Junction Presbyterian Church hosted a community “Thank You” meal on
November 19. Ham balls, dressing, mashed potatoes, corn, and a pumpkin dessert was
served. It was a great success! Thank you to everyone that came and everyone that
helped. We saw a need, we met the need – It’s what we do!

The Community Prayer Service will
be Sunday, December 3 at 5 p.m.
Prayer requests can be submitted
via Facebook, dropped off at the
church during office hours (Tuesday 15 and Thursday 9-12) or brought to
the service.

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY AT PATON AND GRAND JUNCTION
2:00 Tuesdays during Advent in Paton
5:00-Sundays during Advent in Grand Junction
We’re not that different from Joseph. True, we may not be part of a
story that will be remembered for all time, but like Joseph, we encounter
circumstances that we’d never choose for ourselves. At times, it can be
tempting just to walk away, but Joseph provides us a great example of
humbly obeying God even when we don’t understand, faithfully moving forward in the strength that God provides. Join Adam Hamilton as he examines Christmas through the eyes of Joseph and learn to accept and glorify
God’s will even when our situation makes it difficult to do so.

ANDY AND ANDREA (MONROE) BAKER FAMILY IN NICARAGUA

Monday, November 23, 2017

A Day Serving Together

One of the best things about serving in Nicaragua is that Andrea and I both have positions in which we can use our
gifts and talents to serve God. The one "negative" about this is that we seldom get to serve together. We both work at
our jobs all day, with the evening spent managing our house and family (and, for Andrea, often a few hours of prepping her calculus courses on top of everything else). In a lot of ways Andrea and I live in very different ministry
spheres/worlds here, so its fantastic when we do get the opportunity to do ministry together. This weekend our whole
family spent Saturday in Acahualinca, the neighborhood our home church in Oskaloosa has three partner churches in.
Andrea and the kids got to spend time getting to know the pastors and their families better, and got to really explore
Acahualinca for the first time. Our previous family trips to Acahualinca have simply been to attend worship services, so
it was great that everyone got to meet people, spend time in a home, walk the neighborhood, and get to know families
better.
Eventually I and my co-worker Adrianna (who oversees Church Friendships) had a
planning time with the pastors, while Andrea and the kids ran some errands. We are in
the process of planning a month of evangelism and discipleship for children in Acahualinca. Four discipleship opportunities for children will be offered beginning at the end of
November. If a child attends all four sessions they will be invited to a special party on
December 23rd where they will receive food and toys purchased with money from offering at VBS in Oskaloosa this summer. I love that children are not just receiving gifts, but
also getting four weeks of discipleship lessons. Please be praying that God blesses this
ministry with many kids, grants patience and wisdom to all the leaders, and uses it to
help every child grow in their faith.
Perhaps the highlight of the day for our family was lunch, which was cow tail soup (sopa de cola). Only one member
of our family chose to refrain from eating the soup (if you know our family at all, it’s not hard to guess who that was).
As you can see, Nicaraguan "soup" is typically giant chunks of vegetables and meat with a small amount of broth. Cow
tail meat, in our opinion, is very similar to rib meat. I would have no problem having it again.
It was just so nice that our entire family could spend some time in Acahualinca together. The kids are getting so much
more comfortable being in Spanish-only environments, and are even starting to use words and phrases (although we got
in trouble for telling their Spanish teacher this, because she apparently started going even faster!). When we first got
here they would cling tightly to us, but now they are basically the same in a Spanish environment as an English one. They
especially liked playing with Pastor Henry's little grandkids and getting to walk throughout Acahualinca. It's also great
to see Andrea growing in her use of Spanish. She works in an English environment, so she gets very few opportunities to
have conversations in Spanish. I was really impressed by how well she did this weekend! She starts Spanish classes this
week at her school, and she is excited to learn even more. I have a feeling she will be conversing with everyone she
sees really quickly!
Prayer
- As of this writing Andrea has no voice. She started having a bad cough last night and woke up with zero voice this
morning. Pray for it to come back quickly!
- Pray as we make some decisions about our car. Several of the roads we traverse everyday are horrible, and our
compact Hyundai really is not appropriate for them. We're trying to decide if we need to do something different or
not.
- Be in prayer for ministry of the Nehemiah Center. They are finalizing budgets for 2018 and things are very tight.
There are some programs that may not be able to continue into 2018, as well as some staff positions that may need to
be reduced or cut. Please be in prayer for direction, wisdom, and peace during this time.
- A prayer of thanksgiving for amazing co-workers! Andrea and I are both so blessed to work with people who are
friendly, supportive, and so helpful. We could not do this without them!

Church Holiday Events-2017
First Presbyterian, Jefferson

2017 Christmas Joy
Offering Received
Worship Service
December 17 and
Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Communion Service

“For to us a child is born,
To us a son is given.”
Isaiah 9:6

Christmas Day
Church Worship at 10:00 a.m.
(Come dressed as you are for a
casual worship service)

Christmas Program

Have a Blessed Christmas Season!

Sunday, December 17
9:30 a.m. Breakfast
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Communion Service
7:00 p.m.

Pastor Gordon Moen
Wendy Pittman
Martha Monroe
Wayne Lautner

Grand Junction

DECEMBER
Jason Hooper
Roxanne Gorsuch
BradLee Clark
Ilse Hooper
Larry Van Pelt
Steven Schuttler
Jason and Alexis Hooper
Norman Rundle
Heather Lint
Ethan Hooper
Adam Hooper

Paton

4
11
11
12
19
21
24
26
26
29
29

Greeters
James and Megan Holz
Berniece Schuttler/Joan Crandell
Shirley Herrick/Mary Lo Schuttler
Pierre and Sue Kellogg
John and Heather Lint (evening)
Jack Lint and Betty Griffith

DECEMBER

No Anniversaries or Birthdays

PATON

The Presbyterian Women of Paton will meet
Thursday, December 14 for a special celebration.

3
10
17
24
24
31

Communion Preparers
Megan Holz
Sarah Hoffman

10
24

GRAND JUNCTION

Joint Circles Meeting
CHRISTMAS BRUNCH
Saturday, December 2
9:30 a.m.
“And there were shepherds
abiding in the fields keeping watch
over their flocks by night. . . .”
Luke 2:8

Paton: Saturday, December 23 at 7:00 p.m.
Grand Junction: Sunday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m.

JEFFERSON
Donna Carhill
Jaleigh Moen
Wendy Pittman
Mike Mumma
Cliff Said
Cheryl Christensen
Landon Martin
Roxanne Gorsuch
Joanne Rowles
Bruce Youngblood
Kyle Youngblood
Kelsey Buenz
Judy McConkie
Jill Rasmussen
Mallorie Pittman
Heather Vander Wilt
David Stapleton
Ed Lawson
Doug Monaghan

3
3
5
5
6
9
9
11
11
11
12
16
19
20
21
24
28
29
31

Ushers

Bruce and Amy Youngblood
Bill and Martha Monroe

3

Kathy Kempffer; Donna Carhill
Kathy Hardaway

10

Roger and Rose Olhausen
Mary Dayton

17

Steve and Carla Haupert

24

(Christmas Eve) To be filled
(Christmas Eve) To be filled

24

Larry and Pam Thomsen
Kathy Moen

31

Nursery
Jason and Cara Reedy
Roxanne Gorsuch
Shirley Stapleton
Vicky Lautner
Jenny Carhill

3
10
17
24
31

Acolyte Schedule
Violet Reedy
Jaleigh Moen
Maggie Mikkelsen
Kaycee Pittman
Ellie Badger

3
10
17
24
31

Greeters
Alice Shriver; Alan Shriver
Loel and Sandy Larson

3

Jason and Cara Reedy & Family
Perry and Marilyn Parker

10

Larry Thomsen

Roxanne Gorsuch
Rhonda Oathout

17

Lay Readers

Leon Taggart
Mike and Marg Mumma

24

Gail Huffman

31

Financial Secretary for December

Cara Reedy
Jason Reedy
Christmas Program
Bill Monroe
Randy Christensen

3
10
17
24
31

Ushers Needed for
Christmas Eve Service
Four ushers are needed for the
Christmas Eve candlelight communion
service. If you would be willing to serve in this
way, please let Cheryl Nailor know.

Mary Dayton

Coffee and Conversation

Donna Carhill
Carla Haupert
Breakfast
LeAnn Monaghan
Teresa Green

3
10
17
24
31

December Deacon
Shirley Danielson is the deacon of the
month of December in charge of rides to
church. Call her at 386-2327.

