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Pastor’s Pen
How can we make worship better for not only ourselves but for everyone? In the last few months we have
reminded ourselves that our priority is making sure our focus is God first and foremost. It is about God. It seems
so simple, but it is not always easy to do. We have been talking about prayer the last couple of months and
have focused on our attitudes about prayer-whether it was being amazed at the opportunity to approach
“God Almighty, maker of heaven and earth” or recognizing the grace available to us in our prayer of confession. If we change our understanding about our attitude, we open ourselves to God and a different experience
of prayer. This month I want to think of another significant part of worship here at First Presbyterian and that is
our celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
The Lord’s Supper has been at the center of many different conflicts and debates. During the Reformation,
Martin Luther and John Calvin did not agree with each other about what happens during the receiving of the
bread and wine. Both disagreed with the understanding of the Roman Catholic Church. There were other reformers who disagreed with Luther and Calvin. The debate over the meaning of the bread and wine is one of
the reasons for the different denominations. Other debate issues include who can participate in the Supper, how
often it should be celebrated, can it be private or only in a worshipping community, or wine versus grape juice,
or leavened bread versus unleavened bread.
But I don’t want to think so much about the debates and different theologies and understandings. Instead, I
want to offer some simple suggestions that may help us experience the Lord’s Supper in different and more
meaningful ways. I have four suggestions.
Be

open to a larger vision of the story told by the Lord’s Supper
Yes ,when we think about the Lord’s Supper we think about his last meal with the disciples when he told
them to eat and drink in remembrance of him. Yes, the elements are identified as the body and blood of
Christ which leads us to focus on his death on the cross. Yes, his dying shows us the extent to which God
loves us. But the story in this sacrament is so much bigger than one act of Jesus. If we only focus on his
death on the cross, then the meal is more of a funeral lunch and thinking only about Jesus’ death. Where is
the joy? Where is the grace? Where is life?
THERE IS SO MUCH MORE! The liturgy, the prayers, the meal tell a story that covers all of time, from
creation to the coming of Jesus to the full realization of the Kingdom of God. The story told in the Lord’s
Supper is the story of salvation and of a new creation. The story is told in three different times. There is
the retelling of the mighty acts of God, there is the story of the cross and resurrection and salvation.
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There is the story of the kingdom that is to come; the kingdom for which we are waiting and
desiring. There is so much more being said about God, Jesus and The Spirit than just
“Remember Jesus Died.” It is creation. It is election. It is redemption. It is sending us out to be
the body of Christ in the world. Each time we share this meal, if we will listen to the story, we
will hear something new, something good, something that feeds our soul.
Use

the gift of imagination that God has given to us all.
Each time we celebrate, there is so much one can imagine. Whether it is the creation story, the
exodus story, the image of the prophets calling us back to God, or the cross, the Lord’s Supper
is filled with images and metaphors to feed our overflowing imaginations. One of my favorite
images is that of the banquet we will share when we gather with all the saints at God’s table
in glory. It’s the image of a feast. I imagine a long table with the finest silverware, flower centerpieces, and the finest of foods. I imagine people sitting and talking and sharing their story
and their surprise of God’s welcome to this new kingdom. I imagine Jesus being the gracious
host making everyone feel is if they alone are the most important person there, making all feel
so loved by God. It is the image of what is called the “Messianic banquet”.
Let your imaginations be filled during the Lord’s Supper and see how it will change your perceptions of God and God’s love for you.
Be

aware of all your senses and what they are experiencing.
Filled with the stories of the Supper and filled with the images and metaphors of the liturgy,
you need to pay attention to your senses as you listen to the sounds around you. See the elements and the activity around you. Hold the bread and cup in your hand. Eat and drink the
bread and juice, and taste the elements. The Lord’s Supper is about engaging not only your
mind but your senses of hearing, seeing, touching, tasting, and smelling. There are times when I
wish you could smell the bread and the juice as I break the bread and pour the cup. As you
eat the bread, do you have crust? How do the contrasting textures feel in your mouth? Is the
taste of the grape juice strong, a touch sweet or a little sour? What are the colors? What do
you see? Do you hear the words time and time again, “This is the body…This is the blood…”?
Let your senses stir your imagination, open possibilities to new experiences of the Lord’s Supper.
Let

the meal nourish your soul.
If you are open to a larger story, if you use your imagination, and if you let your senses guide
you, I believe that what you need to nourish your soul and your faith can be experienced in the
Lord’s Supper. Sometimes we need hope. It is there. Sometimes we need guidance. It is there.
Sometimes we need assurance. It is there. Sometimes we need to be loved. It is there. Sometimes we need to know God is still God. It is there. To quote a favorite old hymn, “All I have
needed your hand has provided.” As God reaches out through Christ serving us this meal, all
we need has been provided. Let your soul be fed.
When I was in confirmation, we had to go observe communion before we were confirmed as a
way of preparing for our first communion. A couple of friends and I were sitting in the back watching. I asked a simple question about the communion cups. It triggered a laughing fit in all of us.
Why? I don’t know. But a couple in front of us finally turned around and told us, “You better stop
laughing! This is serious business!”
It is serious. Almighty God is offering us a precious gift of grace. Calvin would remind us
that one of the marks of the church is where the sacraments are rightly administered. But I also think
that the right administration of the sacraments and an open spirit leads to a new joy as we experience the unbounded grace of God in the story that is told and experienced through the gift of the
Lord’s Supper. That is what I want you all to experience as we gather at the table in worship.
Come, the table is ready.

Stated Session Minutes of November 15, 2016 from Regular Meeting
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the Grand Junction Community
Center meeting room on Tuesday, November 15, 2016 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator
Gordon Moen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders:
Donna Carhill, Kathi Florea, Tom Heater, Loel Larson, Wayne Lautner, Doug Monaghan, Bill Monroe,
and Larry Thomsen. Excused was Cara Reedy. Absent was Shirley Stapleton. Also present was Youth
Coordinator Wendy Pittman. A quorum was present.
6:00 p.m. Call to Order with Prayer
Consent Agenda and Discussion
The following Consent Agenda was reviewed.
Approval of Stated Minutes from October 19, 2016 and Congregational Minutes from October 23,
2016

Old Business
Average attendance October 2016 – 87 and October 2015 – 71
96 were served communion at the November 6 regular worship service
Report given from November 6 Presbytery meeting by Larry Thomsen
Congregational Meeting to elect officers was held on October 23, 2016

Pastor’s Report
Activity Report
Report from listening session regarding the possibility of shared ministries with Grand Junction and
Paton
Report from joint meetings with the Sessions of Grand Junction and Paton
Motions offered by Teams
Property and Finance-Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and pay current bills for October
Approval of Ministry Team Reports
Worship Ministry Team
No report

Donna & Bill

TEAM Mission Ministry Team
Loel
-ARC needs 4-6 people on Thursdays to stock bags. We need to call ahead to pick a week. December 15 at 1:30 has been set for now.
-Need volunteers for Salvation Army Ringers, Saturday, December 3 from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. at
Fareway.
-Habitat for Humanity Nativity Festival, December 11at First Methodist Church, 3 p.m. nativity displays, 4 p.m. concert and 5 p.m. dinner. If anyone would like to provide a gallon of chili or chicken
noodle soup, bars or is willing to help, there will be a sign-up sheet in narthex.
-Perry First Presbyterian Church needs help in hosting the Des Moines Presbytery, on Tuesday, November 15. Need bars, cookies or helpers to serve.
-More discussion about our Souper Bowl of Caring Challenge on February 5, 2017
Stewardship Ministry Team
No report

Doug & Kathi

Property & Finance Ministry Team
Tom & Larry
-The treasurer’s report shows a total asset balance of $77,621.91 on October 31, 2016.
-It was approved to accept the treasurer’s report and to pay the current bills.

Stated Session Minutes of November continued
Property and Finance Ministry Team (cont.)
-The wedding contract was reviewed and changes discussed to change to one set fee for use of the
sanctuary, custodian, wedding coordinator and sound technician. It was approved to make those
changes effective immediately.
-Larry will meet with Dennis Hall and Paul Mears on November 13 to discuss upcoming farm rent.
-Utility pole in parking lot island has been removed
Spiritual Growth Ministry Team
Cara
-Unique plans for Christmas program are being considered.
-December 18 at 9:30 will be a special Christmas Breakfast; 10:00 Christmas Program
-No Sunday School December 25 or January 1
Congregational Life Ministry Team
Wayne & Shirley
-Halloween with trick-or-treating at the church: about 25 children, 8 candy givers-positive experience;
will try earlier advertising and sitting out on the sidewalk instead of under overhang next year
-Family circles discussed
-Kitchen education: will schedule short tours soon. The dishwasher situation with hot water is taken care
of but requires turning on a switch in the breaker box. We will be labeling and making some new
signs. These could be held between Sunday school and church.
--We have 3 frozen meals to give to those in need, will be cooking more meals soon
-Wendy is working on welcome bags for visitors - to include mugs and other information about our
church.
Personnel-No report
Governance-No report
Other Motions Requiring Session Discussion & Approval-None
New Business
Communion Servers (seated) for December 4: Wayne, Larry, Bill and two more
Ecumenical Thanksgiving service on Sunday, November 20 at 6:00 p.m. at Central Christian Church
Worship with The Church of the Damascus Road on Wednesday, November 10
Invite newly elected elders and deacons to December Session meeting
Joint meeting with the Grand Junction and Paton Presbyterian Churches followed concerning possibly
sharing services/staff at some point in the future. At the conclusion of that meeting it was decided
that Larry Thomsen and Bill Monroe would continue meeting with the other Session delegates and
will report back to Session

Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website
http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarof events.htm

Breakfast
Sunday, December 18
Please join us on Sunday,
December 18 for a special
breakfast prepared by Keri
Brooker and Diane Gibson
and company at 9:30 a.m.
followed by the church
Christmas program during
worship at 10:30 a.m. Join
us as we experience God in a special way thinking about
the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ through music, movements and words. Youth will have the opportunity to dress
up, act out a song, play the bells and sing. We will practice December 11 and December 18 at 9:00 a.m.
Please note there will be no Coffee and Conversation
that day. Adult Christian Education will meet for class
from 9:00-9:30 a.m.

Sunday School Mission Update
When you give an offering at Sunday Club or other
classes, you help! Currently, we are collecting money to
support an art program at Pine Ridge Reservation in
South Dakota.

Christian Education classes are for all ages! Options for
classes are listed below.
*SUNDAY CLUB: PreK-4 grades, 9:00-10:00 Sunday
mornings
*TWEENS: 5th-8th grades, 9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings
*HIGH SCHOOL: 9-12th grades, 9:00-10:00 on Sunday
mornings.
*ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 2 classes offered,
9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings

This may sound like a strange question, but do you
have conversations with yourself? I know, it sounds a
little quirky, but bare with me. When things are quiet
and you are going about your day folding laundry,
doing chores, doing the dishes, cooking supper, driving, walking to your next class, making your bed
(whatever the task that takes minimal concentration
and brain effort)-what fills your mind when doing
those sorts of tasks? I only bring this up because I OFTEN have a conversation going on in my head and
sometimes I don’t even realize it. And what I realized
recently was that those thoughts have the potential to
affect my experience. Let me explain.
Recently, I had the opportunity to do chores on a
couple different occasions (fun times, I know) but I
wanted to share a little about the experiences that
really intrigued me. (Side note: I will share with you
just two of my experiences that are helpful, but please
know that I have done chores more than twice! LOL) At
any rate, both times chores were completed at night
when I was tired; it was dark and raining outside. Both
times I did the chores in complete silence, but the experiences were completely different.
The first time I did the chores, I had had a hectic
and busy day; all of my thoughts were that of complaining. My head was full of nonsense like, “I wonder
how long this will take? I am so tired. I don’t want to
be doing this right now. This is hard work and my
body hurts!” You get the picture. Needless to say, the
chores were not enjoyable and I was GRUMPY and
stressed by the time I got done and in the house.
However, the second time I did chores, it came on
the heels of a good day with family and I was feeling
so thankful for all the experiences of the day. My
thoughts were more along the line of, “I am so thankful
for my family and the great day we just had. I am
thankful for the warm house that I get to retreat to
after these chores are done. Taking care of animals is
hard work, but it is so rewarding.” You get the picture.
This time as I completed chores, they were much more
enjoyable and I was energized when I was finished
and came in the house.
Here is my point. I wonder if the things we dwell
on, the things we think about, the conversations we
have in our heads, I wonder if these things have a significant impact on our mood and quality of life? It certainly did in this instance of doing chores, so at least I
plan to be a little more aware of that. Listen to these
words from Paul in Philippians 4: 8-9: “ Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-if anything is excellent or praiseworthy
-think about such things. Whatever you have learned or
received or heard from me, or seen in me-put it into
practice. And the God of peace will be with you.”

CHRIST’S KIDS

Youth Force continues to participate in unique projects and activities in order to experience different
ways to connect with God and share God’s love with
others. This month, the theme of thankfulness arose which
seems quite fitting. To begin the month and the theme,
we practiced “Praying in Color” led by Kim Meyer.
Sometimes prayer doesn’t come so easy; this was a
unique and interesting way to stay focused and talk
with God. We drew turkeys and doodled and/or colored things we were thankful for. The next week, we
continued with the Thankful theme, thinking about our
Youth Force year, debriefing on the activities that we
like and the ones we didn’t care for so much. We went
on the explore the story of the 10 Lepers. We have so
much to be thankful for if we stop and think about it.
The image of an overflowing cup (provided by a game,
of course) helped us linger on being so thankful that we
just can’t help but overflow with thankfulness to God.
Since we have so much to be thankful for, we ought to
share. This led nicely into Operation Christmas Child.
Youth Force shopped for gifts at Dollar General. It is a
wonder that youth will be so thankful for toiletries and a
couple of toys. We are blessed and pleased to share
with friends around the world through Operation Christmas Child. Last, but not least, we attended a chapel service at Beacon of Hope Men’s Homeless Shelter. Be
watching next month for more information about our
experience! A special thank you is given to Marilynn
Hoskinson, Shirley Stapleton, and Roger & Barbara
Todd for providing meals for Youth Force.
CHRISTMAS BREAK SCHEDULE:
Youth Force follows the school calendar. There will be no
Youth Force December 28.
There will be no Sunday Club or Christian Education on
Sunday, December 25 or January 1. Enjoy some extra
time with your family!
PLEASE NOTE:
Also, when school is cancelled for inclement weather,
Youth Force and Christ’s Kids will be cancelled for the
evening as well.

Of course we had to complete a Thanksgiving sort
of craft this month! It
was not one of our
more creative options as we simply
had to place foam
stickers on the foam
background, but it
did turn out beautifully! Christ’s Kids
members thought it
was okay, but they wanted to take note not to do a
craft like this next year. (I LOVE that they are involved
in the planning and organizing process of this group. It
really makes the projects special and more meaningful!)
A special thank you is given to Youth Force who helped
finish a dozen or more of these crafts for us. We practiced the bells as well and played the song, “Jesus
Loves Me” at Long Term Care. We visited with many of
our friends while at Long Term and even stopped into
people’s rooms to leave the special gift for when they
woke (if they weren’t able to make it to supper.)

Christ’s Kids putting stickers EVERYWHERE
while trying to complete this craft

Webb House
401 S. Wilson
December is our month to
chaperone the Webb House
on Friday nights from 7:009:00 p.m. Thanks for supporting a safe place for the
youth in our community. A
sign-up list is on the doors to
the Christian Education wing if you are willing to help.

Meals on Wheels
Volunteers!
Thank you to our Meals on Wheels volunteers who so willingly served our community during the month of November
through December 2.
Terry and Pat Miller
Carol Zwicky and Mignon Rasmussen
Ron and Lori DeBok
Steven and Denise Harberts
Carla Haupert and Carol Zwicky
Roger and Rose Olhausen

Thank you to those deacons and elders who have so
faithfully served for three years and will be ending
their active terms on December 31, 2016.
Deacons:
Gail Huffman
Martha Monroe
Roger Olhausen
Marilyn Parker

Elders:
Donna Carhill
Wayne Lautner
Doug Monaghan
Bill Monroe

Marilynn Hoskinson
Al and Gretchen Rowedder
Jean Taylor, substitute on December 1

Partnering with the Rez…
You are invited to join us
April 22-27, 2017 OR July 1-6, 2017
For a Cultural Immersion Trip to the
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota
There are still openings for either trip but we need to know you are interested so we can keep you informed of the details.
Here is what you need to know:
Trip Coordinators:
Bob and Pam Clemons
Church Liaison:
Bill Monroe
Registration & Deposit Deadline:
January 15, 2017
Deposit:
$50/person…$75/couple payable to the church
Cost:
$450/person (full and partial scholarships available)
Preparation:
Monthly Preparation Meetings January-April 2017
Accommodations:
Pine Ridge Retreat Center
What is included:
Lodging-Linens and towels
Meals
Speaker Honoraria
Transportation and fuel
Study materials
Transportation:
12-15 passenger van
Other Expenses:
Personal purchases (snacks, beadwork, books)
Questions?:
Call Pam Clemons
515-298-1675 email: pclemons51@gmail.com

GO. DO. LOVE. Without Knowing
Stewardship Season 2016
GO. DO. LOVE. Without Knowing has been our theme for our Stewardship Season and Financial Campaign.
The theme was based on the Great Commission found at the end of Matthew. Jesus commands his disciples to Go
and baptize all nations…teach them everything that Jesus has taught them…Remember that Jesus will be with
them to the end of the ages. That command is for us also. Our vision statement is “to invite others to faith, to grow
more like Christ and to be sent to love, serve and follow Christ to the glory of God.”
From October 30 through November 13 we experienced a series of skits and sermons focusing each week on
one of the three components GO. DO. LOVE. On November 13 we dedicated our estimate of giving cards for
the year 2017.
As we wind up this year, the Stewardship Ministry Team would like to encourage you if you have not done so
to fill out and return the 2017 Estimate of Giving Cards. We would like to receive all cards in the next week so
we can put together a final report for everyone. These cards are important in helping the Session plan for the
coming year by knowing what resources are available to be used for ministry here at First Presbyterian Church.
This next year is an important time in our church as we will mark 150 years of ministry of this congregation. Let’s
make it a special year!
The Stewardship Ministry Team would like to thank you again for your generous support of God’s work being
done here as hearts and lives of people, including ours are changed.
Stewardship Ministry Team

Year End Giving
**Just a reminder**
We are nearing the end of our fiscal year. Now is a good time to prayerfully catch up on your
giving. Important reminder-all 2016 contributions must be received by the church by December
31, 2016 or mailed in an envelope postmarked no later than December 31, 2016. If you have questions, contact Martha. She can also print out a copy of your 2016 giving statement, if you would like.

Calendars from June 2016 Palestine/Israel Holy Land Trip Available for Purchase
Rev. Rich King of First Presbyterian Church of Marshalltown has put together a calendar from the Macedonia
Ministry Holy Land trip taken by several pastors of the North Central Iowa Presbytery. Pastor Gordon Moen was
a part of this group. Pictures include the pastors on the trip, sites, and also a Bible verse for each picture. If you
would like one, you may place an order in the church office and we will send as one order from our church. Calendars are $15 each with the proceeds going to DIYAR, a Lutheran based ministry in Bethlehem. Deadline for the
orders is Wednesday, December 7. It will take a week to get them printed and shipped to you by Christmas.

Helping Hands

*Thanks to Doug Monaghan and Kathi
Florea for the hours spent on the stewardship campaign.
*Thank you to the Deacons for the beautiful
fall decorations during the month of November.
*Thanks to the Youth Force members, the
T.E.A.M. Ministry Team and all who participated
in the Operation Christmas Child mission project.
33 boxes (7 more than last year!) were packed
and were delivered to the Bethel Church collection
center. Thank you to Pastor Gordon and Kathy
who delivered the boxes.
*Thank you to Cheryl Christensen, Marilynn
Hoskinson, Shirley Moffett, and Cheryl Nailor
who baked cookies and bars for the Presbytery
meeting at the Perry Presbyterian Church.
*Thanks to members of the Worship Ministry
Team for decorating the sanctuary so beautifully
for Advent.
*Thank you to Cara Reedy for doing the special reading for the First Sunday of Advent worship service.

AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
*WE INVITE PEOPLE TO FAITH
*TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST
*AND SEND US TO LOVE, SERVE,
AND FOLLOW CHRIST
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Thank Yous Received From:
The University of Dubuque Theological Seminary for our
quarterly gift of $75.00. “Your contribution is a blessing
to our seminary students, helping them maintain their academic progress while easing the financial pressures associated with the cost of education. Your kindness is greatly
appreciated by our students.”
Adopt A Family-”We thank you for your gift. If it weren't
for the generosity of the churches, clubs, and individuals
of Greene County, we would not be able to give food,
coats, and school supplies or to help the homeless teenagers.”

*Thanks to LeAnn Monaghan, Gail Huffman,
Shirley Stapleton and others who organized, set up,
prepared and served the funeral luncheon for the Jim
Conner family. Thank you to those who provided salads and bars.

*Thank you to all those who help quietly behind the scenes and are not recognized by
name. Know that you are appreciated!

Personal Hygiene Items Needed
Emily Gannon's "closet" of personal hygiene items to
donate to families of needy Greene County students is
dwindling. Especially needed are full bottles of shampoo/
conditioner, soaps, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and deodorant.

.

—
We express our Christian
love and sympathy to:
Matt and Wendy Pittman on the death of Matt’s
grandfather, Jim Conner.
—Alice Shriver and Alan Shriver on the death of
Alice’s brother-in-law, Marvin Red Shriver. He was
Alan Shriver’s uncle.

If you would like to give to Adopt-a-Family
this year, the organization is asking for cash
again from churches and civic groups, not food
items. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian Church with Adopt-a-Family in the
memo.

Poinsettias
If you are planning to give a poinsettia for the Advent season, please notify the church office.
If you are giving the plant in memory of loved ones, please let Martha know. Thanks!

Christmas Program, Sunday, December 18
We are currently working on the Christmas program. Come worship with us on Sunday, December 18 at 10:30 as we experience God in a special way thinking about
the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ through music, movement, and words. Youth will
have the opportunity to dress up, act out a song, play the bells and sing. We will
practice December 11 and December 18 at 9:00 a.m. Please join us to be a part of
this amazing story.

Salvation Army Bell Ringers
Thank you to the volunteers who will serve as Salvation Army Bell Ringers on Saturday,
December 3 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at Fareway. Your time will be appreciated.

Christmas Joy Offering
A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the
four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). Because Advent and Christmas shine a light not only on our world’s greatest hope but
also on our world’s greatest need, the PC(USA) provides this opportunity for congregations to
support causes specifically designed to bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance or spirit. The Christmas Joy Offering will be distributed equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions which assists families of active and retired church workers
meet unexpected needs and to support student scholarships at Presbyterian-related racial
ethnic schools and colleges, helping students develop their gifts and find their calling.
The Christmas Joy Offering will be received on Sunday, December 18 and on Christmas Eve.

Especially During the Holidays Remember Our Shut-ins
At GCMC Long Term
Judy McConkie
Room 217
Regency Park
Norman Gore
Ruth Harrison
In their homes
Anna Eckhardt

1304 Riverside Drive, Jefferson, IA

Neva Eggimann

1001 W. Washington, #108, Jefferson, IA

Vi Vaughn

Beaverdale Estates, Apt. 326
4610 Douglas Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50310

Jeanette Walker

2067 Hwy. 4, #307
Panora, IA 50216

. . .“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
Luke 2:10-11, 14 NIV

Habitat for Humanity of Boone and Greene Counties
presents our annual Nativity Festival
Sunday, December 11
First United Methodist Church, Jefferson
(Free will offering)
3:00 p.m. Nativities on Display
Wood, ceramic, traditional, handmade, imported-dozens of inspiring nativity sets will be on display. Bid
on nativity sets during the silent auction.
4:00 p.m. Community Christmas Concert
A truly special event featuring the Greene County Singers, small groups, instrumentalists and church choirs
from Greene County
5:15 p.m. Soup Supper
Prepared by volunteers from Greene County churches with assistance from the Greene County High
School Interact Club
5:35 p.m. Pie Auction
Homemade pies from the very best bakers across Greene County, conducted by fun-loving professional
auctioneer, Dale Higgins and his always energetic assistants Suzie, Teresa and Angie
There is no cost to display nativity sets and there is no admission charge to attend the festival. Free will donations towards the local efforts of Habitat for Humanity will be accepted.
If you have a nativity set you would like to display, please call Jill Lamoureux at 515-370-4785 to reserve
a space. Displays will be set up by owners between 12:30 and 2:00 p.m. that day.

Everyone deserves a
stable home.

Church Holiday Events-2016

2016 Christmas Joy Offering Received

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Communion Service
7:00 p.m.

Christmas Day!!!
Worship Service December 18 and
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service

“For to us a child is
born,
To us a son is
given.”
Isaiah 9:6

Christmas Program

Church Worship at 10:00 a.m.
(Come dressed as you are for a
casual worship service)

Have a Blessed Christmas Season!

Sunday, December 18
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Pastor Gordon Moen
Martha Monroe
Wendy Pittman
Wayne Lautner

Ushers

Donna Carhill
Jaleigh Moen
Wendy Pittman
Mike Mumma
Karen Pound
Cliff Said
Cheryl Christensen
Landon Martin
Roxanne Gorsuch
Joanne Rowles
Bruce Youngblood
Kyle Youngblood
Kelsey Buenz
Judy McConkie
Sheryl McDonald
Jill Rasmussen
Mallorie Pittman
Heather Vander Wilt
David Stapleton
Ed Lawson
Doug Monaghan

3
3
5
5
5
6
9
9
11
11
11
12
16
19
19
20
21
24
28
29
31

Acolyte Schedule
Sadie Reedy
Ellie Badger
Violet Reedy
Maggie Mikkelsen

4
11
18
25

Bruce and Amy Youngblood
Antonio and Sydney Cruz

4

Shirley Stapleton; Donna Carhill
Kathy Hardaway

11

Roger and Rose Olhausen
Mary Dayton

18

(Christmas Eve) To be filled
(Christmas Eve) To be filled

24

To be filled

25

Nursery

Larson Family
Kim Meyer
Doug and LeAnn Monaghan
Vicky Lautner

Greeters

Alice Shriver; Alan Shriver
Perry and Marilyn Parker

4
11
18
25

4

Jason and Cara Reedy & Family
Loel and Sandy Larson & Family

11

Jeff and Roxanne Gorsuch
Rhonda Oathout

18

Leon Taggart

25

Financial Secretary for December
Larry Thomsen

Lay Readers
Jason Reedy
Mike Mumma
Christmas Program
Wayne Lautner

4
11
18
25

December Deacon
Roger Olhausen is the deacon for
December. Call him at 386-4938. Please
call by 5:00 p.m. on Saturday if you
would like a ride on Sunday.

Four Ushers Needed for
Christmas Eve Service
If you would be willing to serve in
this way, please let Martha or Pastor Gordon
know.

