The Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry
“Better Together Than Apart”

AUGUST 2017
Pastor’s Pen
Over the last couple of weeks, I have been watching with great interest the Tour de France bicycle race
throughout France. It has 21 stages that vary in length but in the 21 days the riders will cover over 2,100
miles. Lance Armstrong might be the most famous of past winners because he had to forfeit all 6 of his wins
because of doping charges. He has come to Iowa on occasion to ride in RAGBRAI. I am sure the hills of Iowa
are nothing compared to the Tour de France.
The riders ride through varying terrains from the plains of farmland to the Pyrenees and Alps mountains.
They will be finishing in Paris in a couple of days. In the course of a ride, they might have to muscle their way
up a 20 percent grade for a couple of miles but after the crest find themselves speeding down the mountain
side at over 50 miles per hour. It seems that at the end, there are always several racers sprinting to the finish
line to win that particular day’s race or stage. On average, their running speed is above 30 miles per hour.
These are well conditioned athletes. Imagine pedaling a bike at 30 miles an hour for 100+ miles. On a good
day and with regular training, I might average 13 or 14 mph for 20 miles. That is on flat Iowa terrain!
But as I have been catching the race live in the morning as I get ready to head out for the day or catch
the replay at night, one particular aspect of the race has been fascinating to watch. It is the part of the race
called the “peloton”. It is the bulk of riders who ride most of the race as a large mass. Throughout the race
there will be racers who will break out from the peloton to see if they can get far enough ahead to win the
race. But on most occasions, it seems as if nobody can escape the peloton. Even if they build up a 10 minute
lead over the peloton, when the peloton decides it has had enough, it collectively gathers speed and catches
the rider in the last mile and one of the racers of the peloton sprints to victory. You can see the desperation
on the face of a rider as he has broken from the larger group and has worked so hard to build a lead and
then he looks back and here comes the peloton moving steadily closer and closer. No matter how hard he
tries, the peloton will pass him.
So, who is this seemingly unstoppable mass of riders of the peloton? It is made up of different riding
teams. It may have up to 100 riders from different teams riding within inches of each other at high speeds.
Throughout the race different teams will lead the peloton setting the pace and breaking the wind to allow
the riders behind them to conserve energy for the end sprint. Even though the teams are competing against
one another and all are trying to win the day, they share the responsibility for leading and helping each
other out to save their energy and to catch any riders who might want to break out and try to leave them
behind. Each rider and each team is working their race, but in the peloton, they know that together they can
ride faster while expending less energy, saving it for the sprint at the end. In other words, they are better
together than if they rode their own separate race and relied solely on their own strength, speed and ability.
They make each other better in the peloton.
By now I suspect you have figured out where I am going with this. As we enter our second month in our
new shared ministry, the peloton becomes a metaphor for what we are doing here in Greene County and as
Presbyterians. We are three churches who have our own ministries in our different communities, yet collectively believe that if we form our own Presbyterian Peloton we can live in to our name, “The Greater Greene
County Presbyterian Ministry.” Even though we serve a different community, we can serve together relying on
our collective faith, resources, and talents to move us down that path of service to Jesus Christ more efficiently
and more effectively. We can share leadership in different aspects of ministry. We can share experiences
and learn from each other to eliminate things that may not work or may need some revising. We can inspire
and encourage one another as we walk down this path called ministry together. We save resources by not
reinventing another wheel. We can share in our excitement and enthusiasm as we celebrate each
other’s successes and victories. We can be encouraged because we know we are part of something
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that is bigger than ourselves. In other words, the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. We can be
better together than apart. That is what the peloton is in the Tour de France. It is what God calls us to be
as God’s church. Paul describes it in 1 Corinthians 12. We are many parts, but one body. The eye cannot
say to the foot, I am an eye, I don’t need you.” We are whole and what God has created us to be; all of
our parts of the body are working together.
You are part of a congregation. Our congregations are part of a larger shared ministry. Our ministry
is part of a presbytery and a denomination. Our denomination is part of the church universal. Together
we are the Kingdom of God on earth.
I continue to be encouraged and excited as I listen to the stories and make new relationships. I am
filled with hope as we form this new “Presbyterian Peloton” called The Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry.
I look forward to worshipping with you in church on Sunday. Think of it as a refueling station as we
ride in this race we call faith.

.

AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
WE INVITE PEOPLE TO FAITH,
TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST,
AND SEND US TO LOVE, SERVE,
AND FOLLOW CHRIST
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Stated Session Minutes of July 12, 2017 from Regular Meeting
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on
Wednesday, July 12, 2017 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Kathi Florea, Tom
Heater, Loel Larson, Matt Pittman, Shirley Stapleton and Larry Thomsen. Excused were LeAnn
Monaghan, Cheryl Nailor and Cara Reedy. Absent was Galen Dayton. A quorum was present.
7:00-7:25 Opening Worship, Prayer: Unison and Elements
7:30

Consent Agenda and Discussions

The following Consent Agenda was reviewed.
Approval of Stated Minutes from May 17, 2017
OLD BUSINESS
Average attendance May 2017-81 and May 2016-86
Average attendance June 2017-80 and June 2016-79
69 were served communion at the June 4 regular worship service
74 were served communion at the July 2 regular worship service
Pastor’s Report
Activity Report provided
Pastor will lead the service at Grand Junction and Paton churches on the 4th Sunday of each
month
CRE Report-Wendy
Activity Report-Wendy’s commissioning as a Commissioned Ruling Elder to serve the Greater
Greene County Presbyterian Ministry will be on Sunday, July 23 at 3:00 p.m. at the Grand
Junction Presbyterian Church
She has a had a very busy last couple weeks with all her new (and old) duties
Vacation July 11-17
Motions offered by Ministry Teams
Property & Finance -Motion to approve the June Treasurer’s Report
Property & Finance-Motion to approve the July Treasurer’s Report and pay current bills
Approval of Ministry Team Reports
Worship-Joint meeting with 150th Anniversary Committee on July 19
TEAM (Mission)
Stewardship
Property & Finance
Spiritual Growth
Congregational Life
Personnel (none)
Governance (none)
150th Anniversary Committee-Celebration set for September 3
Nominating Committee-Should start meeting in August Cara & Shirley
The Consent Agenda items were approved as presented.
Other Motions Requiring Session Discussion & Approval
None
NEW BUSINESS
Communion servers for August 6 (forward)-Kathi and Larry with two more elders
Other business, questions or announcements-Habitat for Humanity Project will be held on July
15 from 8:15 a.m. to mid-afternoon at 404 Main Street, Scranton where a house will be
sided. All three Greene County Presbyterian Churches will make up the work crew. Volunteers
are also needed to provide snack food, water and lunch and one church will be responsible
for a short devotion/prayer for the crew as they eat.

Stated Session Minutes of July continued
*Elder training followed
Adjournment of meeting and closing prayer
If you would like to see copies of the Pastor’s Report or any of the Ministry Team Reports, they
are available in the office, if you ask

Nursing Home Services August 13
Pastor Gordon will lead services at Regency Park at 2:00 p.m. and at GCMC Long Term
Care at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 13. Everyone is always welcome to attend.

Webb House Chaperones Needed in August
First Presbyterian, Jefferson
Each Friday night from 7:00-9:00 p.m., the Webb House is open
as a safe environment for the youth of our community to attend
and have fun. However, we need volunteers to chaperone.
Please sign up on the list in the narthex. See Wendy if you have
questions.

The Church of the Damascus Road Prison Ministry in Fort Dodge
Worship-August 30
On the fifth Wednesday of every month, First Presbyterian, Jefferson has the opportunity to
worship with The Church of the Damascus Road at the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility. “Your
presence at worship is a witness to the inmates that there are people on the ‘outside’ who care
about the people on the ‘inside’”.
To be able to attend, you must be 18 years or older; you will need a photo ID such as a
driver’s license, documentation of your Social Security number, abide by the dress code (no
sands, denim, skirts, etc.) and carry no money in.
A list of those attending must be provided at least one week prior to the visit. It must include
first and last names, phone number, Social Security numbers and dates of birth.
The next worship opportunity is August 30. If you would like to go or have questions,
please let Wendy know by Tuesday, August 22. We will leave from the church at 5:00p.m.
Please contact Wendy Pittman if you are interested.

INFORMATION FOR
GREATER GREENE COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN MINISTRY
Since July 2, Pastor Gordon Moen has led worship in Jefferson except the 4th Sunday of the month when
he has been in Paton and Grand Junction. Wendy Pittman has led worship in Paton at 9:00 a.m. and in
Grand Junction at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday except the 4th Sunday of the month in which she has been at
Jefferson.

Pastor Gordon Moen's Schedule
Monday: Day off
Thursday: morning Paton; afternoon Jefferson
Friday: morning Grand Junction; afternoon Jefferson
Other days of the week will be in Jefferson;
available other times by appointment
Contact information for Gordon Moen:
Email: g1moen@netins.net
Cell: 515-391-0006

Wendy Pittman’s Schedule:
Monday: morning-Jefferson; afternoon Grand Junction
Tuesday: morning-Jefferson; afternoon Paton
Wednesday Jefferson
Thursday: Jefferson
Friday: Day off
Contact information for Wendy Pittman
Email: w2pittman@netins.net
Cell: 515-370-2616

GREENE COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES
First United Presbyterian Church

First United Presbyterian Church

302 12th Street S or 210 East Hagar St
Grand Junction IA 50107
Phone:515-738-2172
Email: gjpresbyterian@iowatelecom.net

502 South Main
Paton, IA 50217
Phone: 515-968-4469

First Presbyterian Church
208 W State Street
Jefferson IA 50129
Phone: 515-386-2514
Email: firstpres@netins.net

Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website:
http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarofevents.htm

Youth Force and Christ’s Kids are on summer break
Who likes a rodeo
other than me and several
other hundred people
that attended the rodeo
on Friday night at the
Greene County Fair?! I
know you probably won’t
believe this, but faith applications just pop into my
head ALL THE TIME, even
at the fair. For example, I
could be watching a rodeo, minding my own business and BAM-something catches
my attention and gives me a lesson on faith right then and
there!
Imagine sitting at the rodeo, watching the beautiful
horses running their little hearts out for the barrel racing
competition. I love horses so I can’t get enough of watching
the animal move so effortlessly. I admire how the rider and
horse work so fluently and the sheer speed of the critter is
amazing.
One thing that I find intriguing (and a little scary) is the
horses’ demeanor just prior to starting the barrel races.
First, all the barrel racers are trotting around in the grassy
area just north of the arena. The announcer calls a name
and that particular horse and rider heads toward the gate.
This is where things get a little dicey. The horses are so excited to get moving that it looks like several of them are
dancing prior to the rider giving the cue to take off. A couple of the horses even need escorted by other horses to the
start line in order to keep them calm. These horses are so
anxious that they can hardly contain themselves. I suppose
this is where the expression, “biting at the bit” came from.
If you have seen barrel racing before, I bet you know exactly what I am talking about?!
This got me to thinking about my own demeanor in
terms of life, faith, and worship. Am I as excited as those
barrel racing horses when I head to work or school on
Monday morning? What about when I am serving others,
am I anxious, ready to help as soon as I am called upon?
Do I come to Youth Force and Christ’s Kids with an expectation of doing something great? Do I go to church on Sunday mornings “biting at the bit” to hear a word from God?
How might our experience in life, faith, and worship be
different if we approached them with the same attitude of
a barrel racing horse?
Perhaps it is all about attitude. At session this month, we
have looked at Philippians 2: 1-8. (Take time to read it if
you haven’t already.) Take note of verse 5 (NRSV): “Let the
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” In verses 1-4,
Paul suggests the attitude he desires for the church and
people within it and in verses 6-8 Paul describes Jesus who
had those exact attributes. May we allow God to work
through us so that we are ready, “biting at the bit” to do
whatever God calls us to!

Youth Force

Thank you to Kaycee Pittman and Annie Twillie for
helping at the ARC Food Pantry on Thursday, July 6
from 1:00-2:00. We packed several of all 3 bags! It is
a lot of fun working with Shirley Haupert and knowing
that you are helping other people out in the process.
Thursday, July 27 we took a meal to Beacon of
Hope Men’s Homeless Shelter in Fort Dodge. Thanks to
Donna Carhill for sharing her expertise for the cooking
side! People who cooked and served included Shirley
Stapleton, Donna Carhill, Kaycee Pittman, Annie
Twillie, Pastor Gordon, Jackie Peacock, Brittney Ratliffe, Sadie Reedy and Violet Reedy. Also, be watching
for details about the upcoming mission experiences with
Beacon of Hope Men’s Homeless Shelter, Second
Chance Thrift Store, and Meals from the Heartland.

Christ’s Kids
Thank you to Christ’s Kids and former Christ’s Kids
who helped pick out the crafts for the year on Thursday,
July 20 from 11-12. We accomplished a lot in one hour!
Christ’s Kids is a group from 1st grade through 4th
grade. During the school year we will meet twice per
month, once to create a craft and the other time to visit
our friends at Long Term Care and take them the homemade craft. See Wendy if you are interested in participating in this group!
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL
Rebecca Vitoria Do Nascimento Silva
Age: 7
During my free time, I like to play with my pet.
I usually play with my cousins.
When I’m inside my home, I like to watch TV.
When I’m outside my home, I like to walk in the square.
My favorite activity is to paint.
One sport I like is ride bicycle.
Hi dear friends. How are you? What happiness and satisfaction to be here with beloved Rebecca to write this
letter. She thanks for the beautiful picture of the girl and
for the drawings, they are
beautiful. She says that is very
nice to live in the county and
offers her drawing with much
affection. Rebeca sends kisses
and hugs.
~Fatima, Assistant Monitor

Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry
Cereal Drive
Eric and Annette
Howard with lots
of cereal. Eric is
the Chaplain and
Annette the Volunteer Coordinator
at Beacon. They
have been with
Beacon since it
started over 7
years ago.
Loel Larson,
Mission TEAM
chair offers
cereal to Eric and
Annette Howard
to benefit Beacon
of Hope Men’s
Homeless Shelter
570 boxes of cereal were collected by the Greater Greene
County Presbyterian Ministry for Beacon of Hope, ARC Food
Pantry, and the Greene County Early Learning Center. That is
over 6,000 servings of cereal! On June 25, Eric and Annette
Howard visited First Presbyterian, Jefferson to fill the pulpit and
receive their donation of cereal for Beacon of Hope. Thank you
to all who collected cereal to support so many wonderful
causes!

Paton First Presbyterian VBS
June 11-16
Paton Presbyterian Church held an Olympic themed Bible
School June 11-16. It was the biggest year yet with 24 kids
showing up on the first day! There were themed lessons, snacks
and games and one long memory verse. (Hebrews 12:1-2). Our
offering even raised over $100 for the Special Olympics. All of
this was possible because of our many volunteers.

Jefferson First Presbyterian VBS
June 26-29
Thank you to everyone who helped with
Vacation Bible School at the end of June. Our
theme was “Let Your Light Shine” based on
Mathew 5:16. We saw over 40 little ones
come through our doors this year. Lessons
were based on light in scriptures including the
Creation story in Genesis (God is the source of
light), Israelites following the pillar of fire
from Exodus 13: 17-22 (follow the light), and
Jesus teaching about light from Luke 11: 3336 (be the light). We had lots of fun at the
church making slime, lava lamps, bouncy balls,
playing glow in the dark twister, and we even
got to play with sparklers which all connected
to our Bible story for the evening. The last
night we celebrated with pizza and cosmic
bowling. Each child went home with a VBS tshirt and glow-in-the dark wristband to remind
them to “let their light shine!”
It takes so many people to make VBS successful and fun. Thanks to 2017 YIT members:
Julia Follett, Kylie Roach, and Annie Twillie.
Also, thanks to Paige Meyer for stepping in to
help out with summer ministry! These girls created, planned, and prepared the summer ministries for First Pres including, but not limited
to, Summer Sunday Club and Vacation Bible
School.
A special thank you is given to youth who
volunteered their time this week including:
Terence Bingley, Anna Kozal, Abby Kozal,
Cayden Widen, and Sadie Reedy.
Thank you to adults who led and taught
stations including: Paige Meyer, Vicky Lautner, Cheryl Nailor, and Pastor Moen.
Thank you to these hands-on helpers working in each group with the kiddos: Carla Haupert and Matt Pittman.
Thanks to Brenda Batschelet and Jeremy
Brewer for taking pictures.
Thank you to our kitchen folks led by
Donna Carhill: LeAnn Monaghan, Kathy
Kempffer, Judy Ulmer, Abbey Gerzema,
Shirley Stapleton.
And thank you to all who supported VBS
through donations of food and products! We
appreciate you!

Wildfire Relief Fund Raiser at Paton
It was an idea that sprung out of coffee time and
was pulled together in just two short weeks spearheaded by Kyle Niles and Sheila Hebenstreit. On
April 1, First Pres, Paton supported a benefit supper for
ranchers in Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas and Colorado
who have had their livelihood devastated by wildfires.
There was a free-will donation supper at the Community
Center in Paton. Burgers were grilled by Greene Co.
Cattlemen, Pork, & Lamb Producers. Baked beans from
Hickory Park, Chips, Drink, and Cookies made by Jean
Fox!
100% of the PROCEEDS WENT TO HELP THE
RANCHER'S IN KANSAS, TEXAS, OKLAHOMA,& COLORADO WHICH WAS OVER $6300!!
Thank yous received:
Thank you for your generous
donation in support of the farmers
and ranchers who suffered tremendous losses in the recent wildfires in
Northeast Colorado. Your contribution was very generous and will go a long way in rebuilding so much that was lost in the fire that devastated over 32,546 acres in Logan and Phillips counties.
Your support not only contributes to the overwhelming rebuilding that has already begun but also plays a
major role in providing renewed hope through the support of the greater community, including you! This is a
great reminder not only of the importance of collaborative efforts in our industry, but also of the incredible
strength, courage, and generosity of those within the
agriculture family.
On behalf of the Colorado Farm Bureau Foundation
and staff, I thank you once again for your tremendous
gift. ~Donald Shawcroft, President
On behalf of the Texas Farm Bureau Agriculture
Research and Education Foundation, I want to thank you
for your generous donation to
the Foundation’s Panhandle
Wildfire Relief Fund.
The damage caused by
March’s Panhandle wildfires
was catastrophic. Homes, barns,
fences, livestock-and most
tragically-several lives have
been lost. Our efforts through this fund will be directed
to relief efforts benefitting farmers and ranchers in the
stricken area.
It will require years for some of those affected by
this disaster to fully recover. I am proud and thankful
for your consideration in helping them begin that process. ~Russell W. Boening, President

Thank Yous to First Presbyterian, Paton
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your donation. We are very grateful for
your generous support. Being
an advocate for our mission, our summer camps, our
year round retreats, and giving time and attention to
our facility, are all among the many contributions for
which we are grateful. It is because of supporters like
you, that we are able to continually nurture and promote the potential of Lakeshore Center.
Our ministry is blessed because you understand
the critical importance of supporting the present programming, insuring the future, and building for the
next generation. I hope you can imagine many
happy faces of the current and future generations
who will reap the benefit through the years.
God is indeed good and God has blessed us with
the beautiful and sacred space. Thank you for helping us to grow the potential of Lakeshore Center at
Okoboji. The rich heritage of this very special place
will continue with your gracious help. As Jesus said in
John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give to you. I do not give as the world gives. Do not
let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid.” I invite you to take time away from the
busyness of life and come experience that peace
here at Lakeshore Center. ~Beth Ehlers, Executive
Director
Dear friends in Christ,
On behalf of the many
partner families, volunteers, and supporters of Heart of Iowa Habitat for
Humanity, please accept our most sincere expression
of gratitude for your recent gift in support of the
Helping Hands home repair ministry.
Through generous contributions like yours, we
have been making a very real and lasting impact on
the lives of local families, their neighbors, and communities. Your gift will directly assist with our 2017
Helping Hands home repair projects in Greene
County.
The Habitat for Humanity Christian housing ministry is established with the belief that God intends for
all to have safe, decent, and affordable places to
call home. Habitat volunteers and staff work daily to
make this possible and are greatly encouraged and
supported through generous gifts such as yours.
Please know that this contribution is very important to our efforts as we pledge to work diligently on
your behalf in addressing the basic need for decent
shelter. With your assistance, we will make a difference with our families through providing safe, decent,
and affordable housing.
Blessings always, Erich Kretzinger, Executive Director

More Thank Yous to First Presbyterian Church, Paton

Dear Paton Presbyterian Church,
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Your generous gift on July 18th (from Vacation Bible School Offerings) to Special Olympics shows that
you care about individuals with intellectual disabilities and their families, and want to make a life-changing
impact in their lives.
Your gift will be put to use immediately on sports training, competitions, and other programs that enable opportunities and smiles across Iowa and elsewhere. You are also helping us reach even more people
who are waiting for their opportunity to feel like champions.
Gratefully,
Rich Fellingham
President Emeritus, Special Olympics Iowa

Paton/Grand Junction Joint Worship and Picnic
Farewell for Interim Pastor, Teresa Rohret Erickson
On Sunday, June 25, the Paton and Grand Junction
churches had a joint worship service and potluck at Spring
Lake Park. Over 60 people came out on a beautiful day
to say farewell to interim pastor, Teresa Rohret Erickson.
Tere completed almost a full year of service at our
churches after the retirement of Pastor Dan Emmert in
July 2016.

Colin and Dianne Lord of Wycliffe Bible Translators shared their musical ministry on Sunday, July
2 at the worship service at First Presbyterian
Church in Grand Junction. Dianne provided music
for the service with Colin accompanying her on
clarinet for one of the hymns.
Colin also updated the congregation on their
work with Wycliffe Bible Translators, which has
been supported for many years by the mission outreach of the Grand Junction church. The Lord family
will be teaching missionary children at the Ukarumpa International Study School (UIS) in Papua
New Guinea. The school supports Bible translation
by providing quality Christian education for the
children of Bible translators and other support personnel. Colin will be teaching music (band, choir,
elementary music and music theory) and Dianne will
teach piano and accompany the choirs.
Colin and Dianne, who have seven children, first
went to Papua New Guinea in 2003 and served
there until 2011. God has opened the door for
them to return this year with youngest sons Isaac
and Joshua. They will join their oldest daughter,
Maria, who serves as an ethnomusicologist there.

Angie Westphal Jewett and Terry Hoefle presented Pastor Tere with a gift in remembrance of the
past year she has been with them at the worship service at Spring Lake County Park.

150th Anniversary Celebration
First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson
When the eight charter members of our church
met on February 16, 1867, what do you suppose
their dreams for their new church were? They
probably set goals relating to finances, attendance,
their place in the community and how to worship
God in the way the Holy Spirit led them. That
sounds like many of the same items on our agenda
150 years later. Though they couldn’t imagine the
large, modern building we have today with heating
and cooling systems, electricity and even indoor
plumbing, they started taking the steps necessary
to bring us to where we are today.
We have enjoyed taking a look at our past experiences and accomplishment since our actual
birthday in February and are looking forward to
celebrating together at a special worship service
and dinner on Sunday, September 3 starting at
10:30 a.m. Invitations to former pastors and members have been sent and plans for special music
and speakers that day are underway. A large group
picture is being arranged.
A catered dinner in Fellowship Hall will follow
the service. Everyone is invited and we hope you
can all attend. We need to let the caterer know
how many to plan on so please call the church office at 515-386-2514 or email us at
firstpres@netins.net by Tuesday, August 15. A slide
show is being created that can be viewed during
the meal. If you have a picture that you would like
to share, please send it to LeAnn Monaghan at
dmonaghn@netins.net. After the dinner there will
be time for visiting with old friends and sharing
memories.
We have started the process of making a Keepsake Signature Quilt. Quilt blocks have been made
with a space for a signature and we invite all members and friends to sign one so the blocks can be
assembled into a wall hanging after the celebration. We also will have custom designed Christmas
ornaments for sale as a memento of our year.
Our big celebration is fast approaching and
when you visit with your children and our former
members and friends, please let them know how
much we’d like to have them join us as we mark
this anniversary and look forward to what God has
in store for us in the years to come.

Choir for
150th Anniversary
Celebration
First Presbyterian, Jefferson
We would like to have a large choir to be part of
the special worship service as we celebrate 150
years on September 3. Anyone that loves to sing is
invited. We will sing 1 song from the past, “Legacy of
Faith”. Please plan to join us each Wednesday in August at 6:30 p.m. for practice.

150th Anniversary Keepsake Signature Quilt
First Presbyterian, Jefferson
There is a basket in the narthex containing quilt
blocks that will be sewn into a keepsake signature
quilt to commemorate the 150th year of our church.
We invite all members and friends of the church to
sign their name on a block. Please use the pen provided in the basket to sign. Once we have gathered
signatures we will meet again to sew the blocks into
this special quilt. Thanks to the ladies that came to the
quilt retreat day on July 15 to help make the blocks
and to all those who contributed fabric and funds for
this quilt. See LeAnn Monaghan for details.

BAKER FAMILY IN NICARAGUA
03/26/2017: Following God's Call
It was summer of 2000 in Rochester, Minnesota when I was sitting in my sister's church and
I was listening to a woman talk about becoming a missionary teacher. I remember feeling
that someday, I too, might be used as a math teacher in another country, teaching the
children of missionaries. And now, nearly seventeen years later, while again visiting my
sister in Rochester, I received the offer from Nicaragua Christian Academy to be their instructional coach in addition to teaching 1-2 math classes. This will certainly be a very big
change for our family, but one that we will experience together. In the next four months,
our family will be organizing and filling out a lot of paperwork, looking through our home
to decide what should be put in storage, what is coming with us, and what needs to be
sold/thrown away. Considering we moved to Iowa five years ago with the largest moving
truck they make (and it was full!), please be in prayers as we best determine what to do
with all these possessions I seem to think are important! :) Everything we want to take
with us needs to fit in 8 suitcases on the plane. I am so thankful we have rented the past
five years so we are not needing to stress about selling our home.
So, why Nicaragua? Nicaragua is the 2nd poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, with
85% of the population living in poverty. Since the 1970s the nation has suffered cataclysmic
earthquakes, devastating hurricanes, and civil war. In recent years Nicaragua has begun moving forward in many big
ways, but there continue to be many great needs. A quality education and affordable education is often lacking
(400,000 children are not in school due to economic conditions), and many church leaders lack formal training and
mentoring. We feel our backgrounds and gifts have uniquely shaped us to help meet some of these major needs.
In 2015, our church created a relationship with the Nehemiah Center in Managua. Andy and five others from our
church visited Managua. There they built relationships with pastors, their families, and those in the congregation
and community. He returned earlier this year with others from our church to continue strengthening the relationship. Among the fruits of that trip was an evangelism service in which nearly 50 people accepted Christ! Last year
the original three churches held a conference to introduce other local churches to the healthy church principles advocated by the Nehemiah Center. Over thirty churches committed to adopting these principles! Andy was asked to
spend this summer in Nicaragua helping to train pastors and leaders in these churches. He had planned to spend six
weeks there, with the kids and I coming for a week. All of these experiences have cultivated a deep passion for the
people of Nicaragua in our entire family. When we noticed Nicaragua Christian Academy had a math teacher position available, we felt God was calling us to move full-time to Nicaragua sooner than we originally
planned. Nicaragua is a country that needs additional love and support, and we feel God has called us to work with
the Nicaraguan people in spreading God's love.
What We Are Doing: I will be serving as an Instructional Coach and math teacher
at Nicaragua Christian Academy International (NCAI). http://nca.edu.ni/ I will be
responsible for mentoring and training new teachers, leading professional development, encouraging other teachers, and teaching two math classes. NCAI focuses on
two key demographics: missionary families and providing a quality Christ-centered
education to the future leaders of Nicaragua.
Andy will be working at the Nehemiah Center http://nehemiahcenter.net/, a
non-denominational ministry in Nicaragua focused on promoting a holistic Christian
world-view. Specifically, the Nehemiah Center focuses on church strengthening,
local missions and development, and cross-cultural exchanges. Andy’s work will focus on church strengthening,
teaching classes and working with local pastors as they build and plant healthy churches.
Our children (daughter, A, entering 5th grade, and son, D, entering 2nd grade), will be attending NCAI that I will
work at. The school is all in English but the kids have a 50 minute class every day of Spanish. The student population
is 55% Nicaraguan, 40% from Canada and the US, and 5% from other countries. They have small class sizes (20-24)
with about 300 total students in the school K-12. I am very excited to teach in the same school as my children.
Why a blog? In this blog I am hoping to keep our family and those who support us updated on the transition and our
life in Nicaragua. I also hope that with this blog I can help encourage a future teacher who will someday make the
decision to teach at NCA. So, over the next 3-4 years, be prepared to read about our experiences... the daily boring
stories, the exciting, thrilling stories, and even the frustrating, scary stories. I hope to post pictures so you can see
my classroom, the churches, the neighborhood, the beaches, and the volcanoes.
What can you do for us? Please pray. We believe in the power of prayer; in these months ahead as we transition we
could use your prayers and smiles of support. We know we will face days that are sad as we think about goodbyes. There are days we will wonder how we can go without some of the comforts we have grown to expect. There
will be days that unexpected issues arise. Our children moved five years ago and it went well. They are older now
and they realize the challenge of keeping friendships that are long distance. Pray that we find friends and a community that is like a family to us. Pray that our financial support comes together. (If you feel God is calling you to support us this way, here is the link) Pray that God uses us to support and encourage those that we meet in Nicaragua.

First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson
Farms Tours—July 2

The July 2 Tour of Farms along with picnic lunch was
attended by about 50 church members and guests.
Farm tenants Paul and Patti Mears provided wonderful
meat with Dennis and Janelle Hall providing all plates
and accessories. Doug Monaghan and Marilynn
Hoskinson provided water and side dishes. SliningerSchroeder Funeral Homes graciously donated two vans
to carry members around chauffeured by Aaron
Schroder and Dennis Ostrander.
The gift of this farm land represents a living testament to those who donated it. The Property and Finance
Ministry Team know firsthand what this allows the church
to do in maintaining their property and providing educational scholarships to its members year after year.
The Property and Finance and Stewardship Ministry
Teams wish to thank all who participated. If you ever
have questions regarding the farms or church expenses,
please talk to any member of these ministry teams.

Helping Hands
*Thank you to Wayne Lautner, Annie
Twillie and Kaycee Pittman for the ceiling
repair in the conference room after the
removal of the skylight.
*Thanks to the crew including Tom and Melinda
Heater, Wayne and Jean Taylor and Wayne Lautner,
that spent many hours moving furniture so that the carpet could be cleaned!
*Thank you to Herb Miller and Husband for Hire
for cleaning the carpets in the conference room, library,
narthex, hallway and nursery. (He would not accept
payment.)
*Thanks to Keri Brooker, Melinda Heater, Wayne
Lautner, Joyful Noise and Pam Clemons for the July 2
special patriotic service.
*Thank you to Keri Brooker, Shirley Stapleton and
Diane Gibson for the special Coffee and Conversation
before the service.
*Thanks to the Wild Rose Casino and Resort for the
veterans flags.
*Thank you to the Property and Finance Ministry
Team, Paul and Patti Mears, Dennis and Janelle Hall,
Marilynn Hoskinson, Doug Monaghan and SliningerSchroeder Funeral Home (Aaron Schroeder and Dennis Ostrander-van drivers).
*Thanks to Rev. Barbara Tooker Todd for bringing
us God’s message on Sunday, July 9 while Pastor
Gordon was on vacation.
*Thank you to all those who help quietly behind
the scenes and are not recognized by name. We are
a family - many hands and much love make for lighter
work. Know that you are appreciated!

You Are Invited to the
90th Birthday Celebration for
Marilynn Hoskinson
Everyone is invited to an open
house celebration for Marilynn
Hoskinson on Sunday, August 27 from
2:00-5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall at
First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson. If
you are unable to attend, greetings
and best wishes may be sent to her at 1300 Westwood
Drive, Jefferson.

Family Fun Day-August 16
Everyone is invited to Family Fun Day at Doug and
LeAnn Monaghan’s backyard at 727 S. Chestnut Street
next Sunday, August 13 following
church worship. Food will be provided including homemade ice cream
and toppings. Come enjoy the fellowship, food, fun and outdoor
games!
Stewardship Ministry Team

We express our
Christian Love and Sympathy to:
-Shirley Stapleton and David Stapleton on
the death of Beryle Thoreson of Ellsworth. She
was Shirley’s mother and David’s grandmother.
-Spencer and Karissa Welch, Jaleigh Moen
and Adrianna Welch on the death of Mary
Welch of Boone. She was Spencer’s grandmother and Jaleigh and Adrianna’s great
grandmother.

Grand Junction

Paton

AUGUST
Rich King
Charles and Clara Clark
Olivia Hoffman

6
22
25

Greeters

Margaret Liston/Jacelyn Sprecher
James and Megan Holz
Berniece Schuttler/Joan Crandell
Shirley Herrick/Mary Lou Schuttler

6
13
20
27

AUGUST

Karma Hennigar
Don Niles
Colby and Avis Keasey
Arlene Streams

4
5
10
25

Paton Church Vision Statement:
Feeding the Hungry for Christ
with the Fruits of the Spirit

Grand Junction Church Vision Statement:
Sharing, Showing and Growing God’s Love
Through Word, Worship, and Discipleship

The Jolly Quilters, Grand Junction Presbyterian
First Presbyterian of Grand Junction has been quilting at the church for many years. Quilts have
been made for raffles and for gifts and for pastors who are leaving to go to another church or retiring.
Most of the quilts are quilted for members of the community and surrounding towns; out of state has recently been added. Members of the church have also added to the many quilts. The quilt money goes to
help pay for the church insurance. The group is called The Jolly Quilters. Many quilters and no-quilters
have helped out. We always welcome anyone interested to join us. The days and hours are Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday from 1-4 p.m. If interested, you can stop at the church or check with Wendy if
you have questions and she can get you in touch with someone from the group.

Commissioning of Wendy Pittman
Wendy Pittman was commissioned to serve as Ruling Elder for the Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry during a wonderful service Sunday, July 23 at 3:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church
of Grand Junction. She will serve as temporary supply for the Presbyterian churches of Grand Junction,
Paton and Jefferson. Members from all three churches attended along with family and friends of
Wendy.

Those who participated in the service were
The Rev. Kerry Carson, First Presbyterian –Conrad, Iowa; Moderator of Presbytery
The Rev. Sara Hill, First Presbyterian – Fort Dodge, Iowa; Vice Moderator of Presbytery
The Rev. Lynne Hanna, First Presbyterian – Ackley, Iowa
The Rev. Gordon Moen, Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministry, Greene County, Iowa
The Rev. Rich King, First Presbyterian, Marshalltown, Iowa
The Rev. Julie Poulsen, First United Methodist Church, Jefferson, Iowa
The Rev. David Feltman, Pastor to the Presbytery
Elder Terry Hoefle, First Presbyterian, Grand Junction, Iowa
Elder Angie Jewett, First Presbyterian, Paton Iowa
Elder Bill Monroe, First Presbyterian, Jefferson, Iowa
Music provided by: Glad Hearts, Joyful Noise and pianists, Cheryl Nailor and Angie Jewett

I was humbled by so many people who attended the commissioning service and all the
work that was put into the reception. I also appreciate the number of people who participated in the worship service in so many different ways. What a special day- - Thank you
isn’t nearly enough! I am excited to see what the future holds for all of us together!
Wendy Pittman
Greater Greene County Presbyterian Ministries
Churches of Grand Junction, Jefferson, and Paton

Jefferson
Anniversaries

AUGUST
Callie Martin
Brenda Batschelet
Bob Gulardo
Sam Florea
Kevin Rasmussen
Drake Dayton
Hope Johnson
Nathan Carhill
Mary Dayton
Cheryl Nailor
Perry Parker
Brent Badger
Steve Haupert

4
6
8
11
11
13
13
17
17
19
23
28
31

Acolytes
Sadie Reedy
Ellie Badger
Violet Reedy
Maggie Mikkelsen

6
13
20
27

Lay Readers
Cliff Said
LeAnn Monaghan
Loel Larson
Alice Shriver

6
13
20
27

Financial Secretary for August
Kathi Florea

August Deacons
Sandy Larson is the deacon for August 6
and 13 in charge of rides to church. Call her
at 386-2941.
Marilynn Hoskinson is the deacon for
August 20 and 27 in charge of rides to
church. Call her at 386-3490.

We express our
Christian Love and Sympathy to:
-Anna Eckhardt on the death of her son-inlaw, John Robert Sawhill of Winterset. He was also
the father of Mark (Mavis) Sawhill, former member
of our church.

Tim and Denise Buenz
Al and Gretchen Rowedder
John and Heather Erickson
Sam and Kathi Florea
Glen and Cheryl Christensen
Brent and Jen Badger

9
13
18
19
20
27

Ushers
Carol Zwicky
Al and Gretchen Rowedder

6

Mike and Mumma
Dan and Marilyn Emmert

13

Tom and Melinda Heater
To be filled

20

Kathy Hardaway
Loel and Sandy Larson

27

Greeters
Tim, Denise and Kelsey Buenz
Donna Carhill
Bob and Marian Gulardo

6
13

To be filled

Shirley Stapleton
Les and Joyce Fister

20

Glen and Cheryl Christensen

27

Terry and Pat Miller

Nursery
Jill Rasmussen

To be filled
Pam Thomsen
Jason and Cara Reedy

6

13
20
27

Coffee and Conversation
Kathi Florea

Marilynn Hoskinson
Christensen Family
Rose Morrison

6

13
20
27

