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Bridge Road, East of Wisconsin Avenue and West of Columbia Country Club.

EBCA Works with Leggett, MTA to
Address Purple Line Concerns

2014 in EBCA!
By Rebecca Fayed, President

By Andy O’Hare, Capital Crescent Chair
Subsequent to the filing of EBCA
comments on the Purple Line Final
Environmental Impact Statement
(FEIS), EBCA arranged a meeting
w ith Co u n cilme m be r Ro g e r
Berliner, in whose district East
Bethesda falls. The purpose of the
meeting was to share the
community’s concerns as outlined
in EBCA comments and to solicit
his support for ensuring that they
are addressed by the Maryland
Transit Administration (MTA). He
recommended a broader
community effort, which EBCA
helped coordinate with the
Coquelin Run Citizens Association.
The product of the broader effort
was the formation of the Coalition
of Purple Line Communities
(“Coalition”), a collection of
community
associations
representing all communities along
the proposed Purple Line right-ofway in Montgomery County.
EBCA arranged a meeting with
County Executive Ike Leggett and
Arthur Holmes. the Director of the
Montgomery County Department
of Transportation, on behalf of the

Coalition, which took place in early
January. The objective of the
meeting was to request that the
County Executive act as an
advocate for the Coalition
communities with MTA with the
objective of having MTA address
the Coalition’s Purple Line
concerns in the context of a
potential public-private contract to
build the transitway. Mr. Leggett
agreed to act as the Coalition
advocate and offered to provide the
coalition with technical assistance
from the county Department of
Transportation, as necessary. A
meeting between Leggett, the
Coalition and MTA took place in
February. It was the first in what
will likely be a series of such
meetings designed to ensure that
the MTA understands all of the
community concerns and explains
how they will be addressed.
Meanwhile, Councilmember
Berliner is spearheading an effort
to get the Coalition officially
recognized by the MTA as an
advisory group for the Purple Line
moving forward.

Saturday, May 10: Yard Sale
Wednesday, May 21: General Membership Meeting
(7 p.m. at B-CC High School, Room C-113)
Tuesday, July 1: Fireworks (tentative).
Monday, September 1: Labor Day Picnic
Wednesday, September 17: General Membership Meeting

2014 is shaping up to be a
fantastic year for EBCA! At the
end of 2013, a new slate of officers
was elected and all positions are
filled! The newly elected EBCA
officers for 2014 are as follows:
• Rebecca Fayed, President
• Katya Marin, 1st Vice President
• Brittany Barsky, 2nd Vice
President
• Jack Hayes, Treasurer
• Melissa Groman, Recording
Secretary
• Monique Buckles, Assistant
Recording Secretary
We also are extraordinarily lucky
to have a large group of dedicated
and seemingly tireless committee
chairs that include Pascale Kraus
(Membership), Lisa McCabe
(Social), Monica Hayes (Education),
Jay Briar (Newsletter), Kevin
Kraus (Parks), Andy O’Hare and
David Saltzman (Capital Crescent
Trail and Purple Line), and Vince
Brannigan (Streets). Each of us is
of the mindset that the more the
merrier, so if you have any interest
in volunteering on any of these
committees, please contact us
through president@ebca.org. Our
association is only as good as the
people who are a part of it, so
please consider volunteering!
As you can read later on, Lisa
McCabe has an exciting year
planned filled with super fun social
Continued on page 2
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East Bethesda
Schools
Update
By Monica Hayes,
Education Chair
Projects to increase the capacity
of Bethesda-Chevy Chase (B-CC)
Cluster schools continue. The
addition at B-CC High School to
increase capacity of the school from
1665 to 2400 students is scheduled
to open August 2017. The process
to select the design for the
addition, school parking
improvements, and possible field
upgrades is expected to begin in
May 2014 following County Council
approval of the full budget for the
project. The new B-CC Middle
School (MS) #2 will also open in
August 2017. The community
involvement process to inform the
selection of elementary schools to
feed into B-CC MS #2 will occur in
spring 2016. The superintendent’s
recommendation on B-CC MS #2
boundaries will be released in fall
2016, and Board of Education
review, public hearing, and action
will occur in November 2016.
New East Bethesda Elementary
boundaries complete its phase-in
this August with all K-5 grade
students assigned to Bethesda
Elementary School (ES). Parents
interested in enrolling their
Kindergarten students in Bethesda
ES next fall should contact the
school now for information and
orientation schedules. The addition
at Bethesda ES will open in August
2015.
See the local education page on
our website for more information.

www.EBCA.org
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Many Events Coming up in 2014
Continued from page 1

events. We had an incredible
turnout at both the Labor Day
picnic and the Halloween Parade
last year and this year we hope to
see even more of you! Have stuff
sittin g arou nd the h o u se ?
Participate in the yard sale. Want
more stuff sitting around the
house? Participate in the yard sale!
And don’t forget the fireworks in
July. While EBCA does not put on
the show, gathering at the park to
watch the Columbia Country Club
fireworks is always a fun night
(even when it takes place at the
last minute in September to make
up for the July rain out like it did
last year)!
Finally, and not surprisingly,
we’d love for you to join EBCA if
you have not already. In addition
to helping us fund the social
events, your membership dues
make it possible for us to continue

addressing neighborhood issues,
advocating on behalf of the
neighborhood, and maintaining the
existence and work of the
association. We literally cannot
exist without your membership.
Please visit our website,
www.ebca.org, to sign up.
Take care and enjoy what is
finally shaping up to be a nice
spring! I look forward to seeing you
soon at one of our meetings or
social events!
Membership Prize Drawings
All 2014 EBCA members are
automatically eligible for the
EBCA Membership Prize Drawings
to be held at the May 21 General
Me m be rsh ip m e e tin g : Fo u r
admission tickets to Bethesda
Blues and Jazz Supper Club,
www.bethesdabluesjazz.com, ($100
value). Join EBCA prior to the
meeting date to be eligible.
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Put EBCA on Your
Social Calendar
By Lisa McCabe, Social Committee Chair
We have another fun year in
store for our neighborhood. Please
mark your calendar and plan to
join in the fun.
Start collecting your unwanted
things as the EBCA annual Yard
Sale held on the Lynbrook blacktop
is scheduled for Saturday, May
10th, 9-12 noon. Spots for selling
your wares are $10 for EBCA
members, $20 for non-members.
Last year we had A Wider Circle
and Vietnam Vets come at the end
to collect those things that did not
sell; we plan to have them come
again this year. We can always use
volunteers to help organize this
event.

Fireworks viewing at Lynbrook
Park generally happen on the
Tuesday before July 4th, so they
are tentatively set for July 1st. The
Labor Day Picnic is scheduled to be
held Monday, September 1st. The
EBCA Halloween Parade will be on
Sunday, October 26th.
We can’t have fun without you!
Thank you to all who volunteered
to help out at our events last year.
We need your help again this year.
Want to meet more neighbors and
have fun? Join the EBCA Social
Committee to help plan events for
o u r n e ig h b o rh o o d . C o n t a c t
social@ebca.org for more details on
all of these events!

Spring 2014
Street Rehab Scheduled
for East Bethesda
East Bethesda is scheduled for
rehabilitation of residential
roadways in 2014 by Montgomery
Division of Highway Services. The
work is planned from East West
Highway to Jones Bridge Road.
Updates will be available on our
website, www.ebca.org, and the
Division of Highway Services
website, tiny.cc/EBCAroads.
Protect East Bethesda’s Trees!
English Ivy is a serious threat to
our trees and can attract
mosquitoes. Please help do your
part by removing English Ivy from
on and around trees on your
property and in the neighborhood.
For more information, visit
treestewards.org/take-ivy-off-trees
or contact Amanda Farber at
amandafarber@hotmail.com.

