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Edited by Richard Davies. 

This guide covers the climbing at Hownsgill Quarry in County Durham in the North East of England. This is 
located on the outskirts of Consett and close the historic Hownsgill Viaduct. The railway line over the viaduct 
was closed in the early 1980s with the tracks lifted by 1985 and the bridge passed into the ownership of the 
Northern Viaduct Trust. The bridge is now part of the Sustrans national foot and cycle path network as part 
of the Sea to Sea Cycle Route, which crosses from Whitehaven/Workington on the west coast to Sunder-
land/Tynemouth on the east coast. 

Jeff Breen knew about the crag from childhood and started climbing on it in about 1980. He lead many of the 
routes in the Cold Nose Corner section, some of them with Trevor Iceton. Malcolm Lowerson started climb-
ing with them shortly afterwards and cleaned and lead the remainder of the routes in the original North of 
England guide with Jeff as his partner. This included the bold finishes through the shale bands. The most 
memorable route Malcolm and Jeff completed was the high level girdle which involved two falls and finishing 
at 10:00pm in October! Its a great route and would be interesting as a bolted line today. 
 
The consensus in the eighties was that it was too dangerous to lead the climbs so the quarry was used for 
top roping. Since then the occasional climber has visited however the rubbish and nature of the routes has 
meant the quarry has largely remained of little interest to climbers. In 2019 Richard Davies, having a surplus 
of bolts, started to retro-bolt the routes that had fixed gear and then to add a number of new lines. With the 
success of this he has then started to bolt many of the other lines with the aim of turning the forgotten quarry 
into one of the North East premier sports climbing crags.  

 
SAFETY 
It is highly recommended to wear a helmet as there is the possibility of loose rock and shale falling from the  
upper part of the quarry. 

Climbers should be aware that there is the possibility of holds breaking and should climb bearing this in 
mind. When belaying, you should position yourself off to the side of the route to avoid the possibility of being 
hit by the leader pulling of rock. 
Rock climbing is an activity with a danger of personal injury or death. Participants should be aware of and 
accept these risks and be responsible for their own actions.  

 
ASPECT AND CLIMATE 
Hownsgill Quarry is a large old sandstone quarry a short distance from the viaduct. Unusally for sandstone a 
large section of rock has been excavated out of the face and this has left some large caves supported by 
pillars of rock. 
The upper levels of the quarry are composed of a number of bands of fragile shale which makes topping out 
dangerous.  
Most of the traditional routes are rarely climbed and almost always top-roped. 
The sandstone in the quarry varies in quality. The lower parts of the Pillars are composed of very hard sand-
stone, whilst the Main Wall and upper sections are more soft and sandy in nature. 
The cliff faces south west and gets the sun from mid-morning onwards. A number of trees have been 
cleared so the quarry is now a pleasanter place to visit than in the past. Saying that the rubbish and graffiti 
are still present. 
The faces tend to remain quite dry and suffer little from light rain. After longer rain a number of sections can 
retain the wet for a few days and the caves are susceptible to prolonged seepage in places. 
 

GEAR 
The route are well bolted with 10mm A4 Stainless Steel bolts and hangers.  

The lower-offs are in-situ steel carabiner hooks for easy lowering off.  

If you discover any issues with the bolt placements or belays please let me know by e-mailing: 

 rocktopos@hotmail.com 

Information:  

mailto:rocktopos@hotmail.com
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THE GUIDE 
Every effort has been made to make this publication as accurate as possible however the information con-
tained in the guide is provided to aid the identification of the climbs and to assist the climber to attempt routes 
within their ability.  

The publication of this guide does not imply any right of access or right to climb on this cliff. 
The author does not recognise any liability for injury or damage caused to, or by, climbers, third par-
ties or property arising from the use of the information provided in this publication. 
 
This guide will be updated as more routes are added and new versions made available. 
 
Please check the Rock-Topos web site, The BMC or UK Climbing for when new updates become available. 
 
The first ascent for all the routes have been attributed to Malcolm Lowerson unless otherwise known. If this is 
incorrect please let me know and I will amend later versions of the guide. 
 
When retro-bolting routes I have tried to keep the original route name where possible however the advent of 
adding bolts means it is sometimes better to straighten the route line. Where the new line deviates greatly 
this has typically been added as a new route. 

 

All proceeds from the sale of this guide go to pay for the bolting of these routes. 
A single stainless steel bolt placement will cost approximately £3.50.  

One typical route with 6 bolts has cost  £22.74. 

Please support us in developing this sport climbing venue. 
If you with to donate go to www.rock-topos.com 

 
Or if you have any comments, additional routes or corrections please e-mail 

rocktopos@hotmail.com 

All rights reserved.   
 
 

Rear cover picture the author on Drug Lord (6c) on the 3rd Pillar. 

mailto:rocktopos@hotmail.com
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Latitude :  54.834902   Longitude : -1.8499732 
 
Approach: 
 
Take the A692 from Consett towards Castleside. Halfway down the hill take the left turn signposted for the 
old railway lines which are now foot and clycle paths - "Waskerley Way" and "Lanchester Valley". Park at 
Lydgetts Junction car park adjactent to the old railway lines and just before the road goes under the old rail-
way line.   
Leave the parking up the back onto the pathways and take the railway line going away from Consett sign 
posted Stanhope, Allenhead and Whitehaven. Pass through a cutting and reach Hownsgill viaduct. Just 
before the bridge take a footpath to the right then go left and under the bridge and back up to gain the origi-
nal footpath. Follow this down through the tree until it levels out and leads to a more open section where the 
quarry is below you.  
Approach  straight down the bank or for a slightly easier descent continue along the top and descend down 
a path that takes you through the caverns. 
The walk in takes around 10 minutes. 

  Location:    
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From Consett to the parking 

Approach  
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□ 1. Pup  .................................................................................  VD 
4m. Start the left side of the left wall below the first, broken crack. Climb the crack passing an overhanging 

block at 3m.  
F.A. Jeff Breen 1980 

□ 2. Fang ................................................................................  VS 4c 
6m. Start a few metres right below a wall with an undercut base. Climb the wall using two rectangular slots 

and finish up the block with the serrated edge.  
F.A. Jeff Breen 1980  

□ 3. Doggy Bag  .....................................................................  6b+ * 
9m. Pull through the roof and gain a good hold on the left and more good holds above. Cross the blank wall 
slightly rightwards to gain good holds and reach right to the belay. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 4. Choker  ...........................................................................  MVS 4c 
8m. Start at the foot of the corner. Climb the corner for a couple of metres then move onto the left wall. Make 
an ascending hand traverse left and finish up the block with the serrated edge.  
F.A. Jeff Breen 1980  

□ 5. Cold Nose Corner  ..........................................................  5b  * 
6m. Climb the corner.  
F.A. Jeff Breen 1980  

Cold Nose Corner 
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□ 6. Dog End ..........................................................................   6b  * 
9m. Start just over 1 m right of the corner and beneath a weakness in the small overlap. Climb the steep wall 

direct making an awkward move at 5m.The centre of the smooth wall above is climbed on small holds.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 7. Distemper Wall  .............................................................. 6a+ 
9m. Climb the wall using a hole and pass the overlap to better holds. Follow the thin crack lines to below the 

right-hand side of the small oak tree at the top.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 8. Foxy  ................................................................................  5c  * 
9m. Start just over 1 m left of the arête and below a recess in the bottom half of the wall. Climb the wall to 
the small recess below the overlap. Gain the twin crack lines above and climb these to the belay on the right. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 9. The Arete  ........................................................................  5b 
9m. Start on the left of the first arête.  Climb the arête using the left face and arête features only. Finish at 
the belay of Foxy.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 
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□ 1. Bloodhound  ...................................................................  HS 4b   * 
9m. Climb the arête, starting on its right side.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 2. Aniseed Trail  .................................................................  HS 4b 
15m. Starts one pace right of the arête. Climb the wall to gain a horizontal ledge at 4m. The widening ledge 
is traversed right into the corner up which the climb finishes.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

Rising Wall 
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□ 3. Dogs Dinner ....................................................................  HVS 5b 
15m. Start 2m right of the arête! Climb over the overlap to the ledge. Small holds on the wall above lead to a 
horizontal crack. Continue up and left to the top.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 4. Paws ................................................................................  HS 4b 
14m. Start 3m right of the arête. Climb the wall to gain the horizontal ledge by an awkward mantelshelf. 
Traverse into the corner and finish up this.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 5. Watch Dog  .....................................................................   E1 5b  * 
14m. Start 4m right of the arête. Climb the unpleasant wall to the ledge via a letterbox pocket. From the 
diagonal crack on the wall above, move left and up to reach the horizontal crack. Strenuous climbing leads 
straight up over the block overhang at the top.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 6. Lapdog  ...........................................................................  VD 
15m. Climb the corner passing an Oak at half height.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 7. Walkies  ...........................................................................   HVS 5b 
20m. A left to right girdle that starts up The Fang to the two pockets then traverses right across the Initial 
Corner and Rising Wall Sections at the same height. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 8. On the Leash  ..................................................................  E2 5c 
73m. The high level girdle was originally climbed in four pitches and the first ascent finished at 10pm... in 
October! Start up Aniseed Trail and keep going right. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 
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The Main Wall 

The next section of wall whose base lies within the confines of a long pit like depres-
sion extends rightwards from the corner. This wall has many features, most of which 
are indistinct. However with the descriptions and a quick inspection from the top of 
the bank forming the outer side of the pit, it is possible to pick out the complexities of 
the routes. All of the older routes terminate at 12-16m in height according to the 
description. A 50m rope is desirable for top-roping purposes off the trees.  
The new sports routes have belays just below the shale band. 

The author on Take the Needle (7a) on the 3rd Pillar. 
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□ 1. The Snarl  .......................................................................  E1 5b  * 
Start 2m right of the corner at some red paint splashes. Climb the wall, which is undercut at the base keep-
ing just right of the paint splashes to reach a niche below a small overhang. Move up and right into a shal-
low, square recess and out of it to the right via shot marks moving left. Finish by stepping right onto a good 
ledge.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 2. The Growl  ......................................................................  E1 5b 
Start 4m right of the corner below an overhanging nose. Pull up with difficulty on the right then move back 
left above the nose. The thin crack is climbed before pulling right to a small ledge in a V-groove at 8m. Step 
left and climb into a shallow recess and continue straight up to a roof-capped sentry box at 15m.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 3. Windfall  .........................................................................  7a+ * 
18m. Climb with difficultly direct through the roof and continue  carefully up the wall to gain two good jugs in 
the bulge. Then make some long reaches to gain the belay. 
FA. Richard Davies 11/Jan/2020 

□ 4. The Eyrie  .......................................................................  6b  ** 
18m. Start below a V-groove, which splits the overlap almost 3m above, the ground and about 2m left of the 
diagonal fin of rock. Climb this groove and the crack above stepping left and pull through the bulgles on 
good holds.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 
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□ 5. The Whimper  .................................................................  E1 5b 
16m. Start just over 1m right of the V-groove, below a prominent diagonally -aligned block beneath the over-
hang. Climb directly up the wall via this, passing a small bulge. Continue up the slightly overhanging wall, 
passing to the right of an unusual rounded boulder puddingstone to reach a ledge at 15m.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 6. Mad Dog  .........................................................................  E1 5b * 
16m. Start below the diagonally aligned block beneath the overhang. Climb over the overhang and traverse 
right to gain the bottom of a vertical crack. Climb the crack to a good ledge. 

F.A. Malcolm Lowerson  

□ 7. Plague Dogs  ..................................................................  7a+  *** 
16m. Start below the wall to the right of the vertical crack of Mad Dog Surmount the overhang at 3m with 

difficulty onto a small ledge and climb the bulging wall to reach the large ledge at 12m. Pull up to the belay.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 8. The Bark  ........................................................................  7a  ** 
18m. Start right of Plague Dogs at a chest-high overlap. Above is a small ledge with cracks leading up from 
it. Climb onto the ledge and climb the slightly overhanging left-hand crack to a ledge then gain the pod 
above. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson  

The Main Wall 



 Copyright © Rock-Topos 2020 Page 13 

 Hownsgill Quarry Rock-Topos 

□ 9. The Bite  ..........................................................................  7a  ** 
18m, Climb into a small corner and gain the right-hand crack which is awkward but gains a rest below the 
triangular overhang. Cross this leftwards to gain The Bark. Either follow The Bark to the recess and bolt 
lower off or as a better finish climb diagonally rightwards passing the ring bolt to the belay on Nebula.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 10. Nebula  ..........................................................................  6b  ** 
16m. Start at a block on the path. Climb the short wall and pull up to an overhang. Climb through this to gain 
good holds with a recess to your left. Gain a good jug above the leaning prow and move on further good 
holds to the belay.   
F.A. Richard Davies 12/Nov/2019 

□ 11. The Howl  ......................................................................  6c  ** 
16m. Start below a protruding block beneath an overhang 10m up the face. Climb up past very thin, twisting 
cracks where the overlap diminishes and step right and up to a small recess. Climb the crackling to the pro-
truding block and use this to surmount the overhang. Gain the V recess and steeply climb to the belay. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 12. Hound Trail  ..................................................................  6b  * 
20m. Start as for The Whine and climb to the 2nd bolt. Move left into The Howl and go up this to reach Neb-
ula at the good holds in the bulge. Avoid the hard crux by moving left above the triangular roof into The Bark 
and follow this to the higher ledge. Step left into Plague Dogs and finish at that routes belay.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 13. The Whine  ....................................................................  6c  *** 
16m. Start 1m right of Hound Trial and climb the lower wall to gain a hole. Step up and left then go direct to 
a good rest below the bulge. Go up this to the belay. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 14. The Bitch  ......................................................................  6c  *** 
16m.Start where there's a corner running almost to ground level. Climb this to gain the first bolt and climb 
direct up the wall to gain a good rest at the old peg. Step right and make a high rock-over mantle to gain a 
good edge a long way up. Step right to gain a second good rest below the V-groove. Pull into this and exit 
left over the roof to gain good holds below the belay. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 15. The Bitch Direct  ...........................................................  6b  ** 
16m. Start as for The Bitch, below the hanging corner. Climb up to the corner and follow two parallel cracks 
leading to a bulging, cracked block. Gain the narrow ledge above direct, climbing into and over the bulge. 
Climb the wall above into large V-recess. Exit the recess directly over, finally pulling left to the bolted lower-
off point.  
F.A. Martin Hurton 25/Oct/2012   

□ 16. The Wolf  .......................................................................  6a+ ** 
17m. Start 2m left of the first arête on the right below a recessed groove whose walls diverge. Climb the 
groove to a small ledge and continue up the recessed groove using the right-hand of the parallel cracks to 
some overhanging blocks. Climb the blocks to a ledge on the right.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 
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□ 17. Wolfsbane  ....................................................................  6b+ ** 
15m. Climb the arete on it’s left side to good holds. Step onto the right and pull up to a good hold under the 
rounded bulge. Pull past this to gain better holds.  
F.A. Richard Davies 28/Oct/2019 

□ 18. Hardpad  .......................................................................  6b  ** 
15m. Start in the corner to the right of the first arête. Climb the corner which steepens in the upper section. 
Keep going through the final bulge to the belay. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 19. Vixen  ............................................................................  6b  * 
15m. Start 2m right of Hardpad and just left of the second arête at a vertical crack. Climb the crack and 
where it ends continue direct to another short, vertical crack which in turn leads to a bulging wall.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 
 

Bouldering 

Dachshund  ..............................................................................  5c 
There is a low level traverse from Snarl to Vixen with the option of a lower or a higher line. 

The Main Wall 
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Simon on The Bitch (6c) - Main Wall 
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□ 1.  The Sad Demise of the Hedgehog  ...............................  6c  * 
10m. Start on the ledge right of the arete and below a roof. Climb the wall to the right side of the roof and 
pull onto the ledges. Climb the wall above using the layaway on the right and the edge of the arete. 
F.A. Richard Davies, Simon Woolley; 29/Oct/2019 

□ 2. Sandwich Cake Wall  ......................................................  E2 5c 
The centre of the side wall past an old peg. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 3. Teacake Corner  .............................................................  HS 4b 
The large corner. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 4. Teabreak Wall  ................................................................  HS 4b 
?? 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 5. High Tea   ........................................................................  HVS 5b  * 
Start 1.5m right of the corner and climb a series of cracks up the steep wall. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

Sandwich Corner Trad Routes 
As I have no information other than the 

route names I’ve tried to identify the 
lines as best I can. As a result be cau-

tious if you decide to climb these 
routes. 

Sandwich Corner 
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□ 6. Cake Walk  ......................................................................  VD 
Climb leftwards up the large ledges. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 7. Undercoat  ......................................................................  HS 4b 
17m. Start on the right hand side of the fourth cave entrance to the right of the Sandwich Corner Section. 
Climb up the recessed, left edge of the wall moving right past a small roof and up onto a ledge. Traverse 
right along the ledge and gain and climb a large corner.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 8. Topcoat  ..........................................................................   MVS 4c 
17m. Start 2m right of Undercoat below an arête to a sloping ledge and from here gain the large ledge and 
finish up the corner on the right as for Undercoat. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 
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□ 1. Watercolour Corner    ..................................................... HS 4b 
Start 2m right of the left most arête in a recessed corner. Climb the corner to the top.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 2. Daubers’ Delight    .......................................................... VS 4c 
Start on the right side of the knife-edged arête, 2m right of the recessed Watercolour Corner. Climb up the 
wall to the right of the large nose on the arête at 6m and pull onto the top of it. Continue up the arête until a 
traverse can be made onto the large ledge of Watercolour Corner.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 3. Nom De Plume    ............................................................. VS 4c  * 
Start 1m right of the knife-edged arête by an Oak tree. Climb up the cracks passing a recess to reach a roof 
at 11m. Step right and pull onto the ledge above.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 4. Initial Wall    .................................................................... HVS 5a 
Start 4m right of Nom De Plume below a thin, vertical crack in the centre of the buttress. Climb up the crack 
to a ledge at 4m. Continue to a smaller ledge and on up past a small recess to a long ledge at the start of 
the shale bands.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

Graffiti Wall 
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□ 5. Doodler    ......................................................................... HVS 5a 
Start below an overlap at head height. Climb the thin cracks above the overlap to the right end of a ledge at 
4m. Climb the wall above up a staircase of small ledges to a small roof. Move up right into a V- groove, 
which leads to the ledge below the shale bands.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 6. Heavy Make-up    ............................................................  E2 5c  * 
Start 3m right of Doodler below a vertical crack line that ends at 6m. Climb the vertical crack line through the 
bulging wall. Pull up on a good jug to reach holds on the wall above and climb the shallow corner up to the 
shale bands.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

Simon past the difficulties on 
Wolfsbane (6b+) - Main Wall 
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□ 7. Brushline    ..................................................................... E1 5b  ** 
Start as for Heavy Make-up below the vertical crack. Climb the crack until a hand traverse can be made 
rightwards to its edge below a bulge with a slim, shot-mark. Climb the bulge and crack above to a ledge at 
12m. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 8. Heavy Breath  .................................................................  6a+ * 
12m. Climb the wall just left of the arete to a small bulge. Pull through this and climb the upper wall on good 
holds trending slightly right to the belay. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 9. Heavy Breathing  ............................................................  6a+ * 
12m. Start at the foot of a rib 2m right of Brushline. Climb up to the side wall using the aretes to either side 
to gain the outer edge of the roof and the Heavy Breath. Finish up this.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 
 
 

Graffiti Wall 
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□ 1. Obscene Phone Call  .....................................................  6c  ** 
11m. Climb the left side of the pillar using the right arete. This steepens towards the roof. Move up and gain 
a good hold under the roof and then reach around the roof to gain good jugs and a resting position standing 
on a good foothold. Continue up into the V-groove and reach right to the belay. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 2. Corinthian  ......................................................................  6a  ** 
10m. Climb the centre of the outwards face of the pillar which contains a crack to gain a niche. Pull out of 
this on good holds and use jugs to gain the belay below the shale bands. 4 bolts. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 3. Prometheus  ...................................................................  6a  ** 
10m. Climb the face to the right of Corinthian using the aretes to below the roof. Move up to good holds 
above the arete and pull through the bulge to a niche. Move left to the belay on Corinthian. 

F.A. Richard Davies 10/Oct/2019 

□ 4. Prometheus RH 6a+ ....................................................... * 
11m. Climb Prometheus to the niche then move rightwards to the belay on Punishment of Prometheus. 

F.A. Richard Davies 12/Oct/2019 

The First Pillar 
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□ 1. Hercules  .........................................................................  6a   * 
12m. Climb the left hand face of the second pillar pulling on to the small ledge. Continue on good holds up 
the overhanging wall above to reach the belay. Slightly easier for the tall. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 2. Stasis  ............................................................................. 6b+  ** 
14m. Clip the first bolt on Lipstick Traces then climb the overhanging left arete with difficulty to gain the 
ledge of Hercules. Pull up the overhang to reach the good jugs then move left over the void to the belay on 
Punishment of Prometheus.  
F.A. Richard Davies 12/Oct/2019 

□ 3. Lipstick Traces  .............................................................. 5c  *** 
10m. Climb the front face using the right arete of the pillar to gain a ledge on the right. Pull through the bulge 
to gain the lower off. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 4. Shackles  ........................................................................  6a  * 
The leaning right wall of the pillar using the left arete. Good technique makes the arete straight forward but 
the pull on to the ledge proves awkward. Continue easily up Lipstick Traces. 
F.A. Richard Davies 08/Oct/2019 

□ 5. Samson  ..........................................................................  VS 4c? 
10m. Start at a vertical crack which splits the pillar in two. Climb the crack to a ledge at 3m Continue straight 
up to a recess and then trend left to a large ledge below the shale bands. Lower off or continue with great 
care into the groove which leads to the top.  
This can be climbed as a sport route using the bolts on Delilah for the lower section and then finishing up 
Shackles or Delilah at 6b.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 6. Delilah  ............................................................................ 6c  * 
12m. Start 1m right of Samson on the face of the pillar. Gain a layaway in the centre of the face at 3m and 
use this and the left arete to bypass the blank wall to gain good holds. Pull up to a wobbly edge and a further 
good edge below the roof. Move left past the bolt into the bottom of the V- groove. Pull up this and exit left to 
the belay. 
The routes combines arete, edges, kneebar, pockets and heel-hooks.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 7. Rising Dawn  ..................................................................  E4 6b  
18m. Start at the rear arête  of the pillar Climb the arête on its left-hand side and move up to gain a pit-prop. 
Cross the roof aiming for the belay on Drug Lord. Sustained. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

The Second Pillar 
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The third pillar has some of the best and steepest rock in the quarry with the climbs close together. The 
nature of the pillar means there are plenty of options to link the starts and finished of the routes to make 
longer climbs.  

□ 1. Cave Dwellers  ................................................................  7b  ** 
10m. Climb the overhanging left arete until it’s possible to gain a better on the left wall. Climb direct to the 
bulge and cross this rightwards to gain a good hold in the roof. 
F.A. Richard Davies 18/Oct/2019 

□ 2. Cave Campers  ...............................................................  7a+ * 
12m. The original line. Climb the arete as per Cave Dwellers to the good holds in the break. Traverse onto 
the right wall and pull to the belay on Crimp Wall. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 3. Crimp Wall  ..................................................................... 7a+  ** 
6m. Climb into the small niche then make hard moves straight up the wall avoiding the good slots to the right 
to gain a good finger edge and the 2nd bolt. Make a strenuous move to clip the belay. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 4. Edge of Darkness  .......................................................... 6b+  * 
10m. Start in the centre of the wall and climb into the large niche in the centre of the face. Climb the over-
hanging wall past a slot to gain the good holds above. Move right along the good break to join and finish up 
Drug Lord. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 5. Take the Needle  .............................................................  7a   ** 
10m. Start in the centre of the left wall of the pillar. Gain the pod and pull up to good holds above. Move right 
using an undercut and make long moves between the handholds to gain the belay. 5 bolts 
F.A. Richard Davies 07/Oct/2019 

□ 6. Drug Lord ....................................................................... 6c   *** 
10m. Climbs the overhanging side of the right arete. The bottom is surprising tricky and easy to fall off. Keep 
going up the arete to gain good holds. Pull steeply leftwards on better holds and up to the left-hand belay. 5 
bolts. 
F.A. Richard Davies 07/Oct/2019 

□ 7. Wildman  ......................................................................... 6b   * 
12m. Start as for Rib & Roof. Climb up for 3m to below the roof and traverse to the left into Drug Lord. Fol-
low this to finish. The easiest way up the wall. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 8. Rib and Roof  ..................................................................  7a   ** 
10m. Start on the right-hand face of the Third Pillar. Climb up the wall and left to the roof. Make a hard move 
to gain the big blockly hold in the roof and pull up to reach good jugs below the hanging corner. Climb the 
corner with difficulty to reach good ledges and lower off. 3 bolts. 
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 

□ 9. Franco's Hownsgill Tour  ...............................................  7a   * 
20m. Start up Cave Campers and finish at the belay of Rib and Roof -going under the roof. 
F.A. Franco Cookson 29/Oct/2019 
 

 

The Third Pillar 
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□ 1. Underground  .................................................................  project  ** 
14m. Climb the pillar back behind the 2nd pillar to the roof. Gain a good hold and make a long reach right to 
a second good hold. Gain a block further out in the roof and clip the belay in the centre of the roof. 50% 
vertical - 50% horizontal. 
F.A.  

Underground 
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Franco Cookson hanging out on 
Drug Lord (6c) - Main Wall 
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The fourth and last pillar is less popular.  

  

□ 1.Still Life  ...........................................................................  HVS 5b 
12m. Start at the bottom left edge of the wall. Climb the left edge of the wall moving into the centre below 
the overhang. Make a long reach for holds above and pull onto a large ledge. Move left and climb the 
broken buttress above to finish. 

F.A. Malcolm Lowerson  

□ 2. Fresco   ...........................................................................  VS 5a 
12m. Start as for Still Life. Make an ascending traverse up to the right to a small ledge on the right-hand 
edge of the wall. Climb the edge below the overhang, then swing round onto the right wall (without putting 
a foot on the ground). Reach for a small crackline and pull onto the large ledge above. Climb the broken 
buttress to finish. 

F.A. Malcolm Lowerson  

□ 3. Neo-Classic   ..................................................................  S 4a 
7m. Start 2m right of Fresco on the front face. Climb onto the large ledge then climb the right-hand side of 
the arête to the top.  
F.A. Malcolm Lowerson 
 
Further round the bank is another wall that is another bay which is shorter but with the scope for more 
climbs in the future. 

The Fourth Pillar 
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Quarry Basin—Pond Wall 

The following routes are on the wall immediately above the pond and which is bounded on its right by a cor-
ner of easy-angled rock. 
 

□ 1. Horsefly  ......................................................................... S 4a 
13m. Start 6m left of the corner at a small corner below the right-hand end of the rake. Climb the corner to 
gain the rake. Move into a larger corner and follow this to a ledge on the right. Climb the wall above to a 
small overhang and pull over this to finish.  

□ 2. Mosquito  ........................................................................  MVS 4c 
13m. Start 4m left of the corner and below the left end of the overlap. Climb up to and above the overlap to 
reach a ledge. Finish as for Dragonfly.  

□ 3. Dragonfly  .......................................................................  HVS 5b 
13m. Start 3m left of the corner. Climb the slightly overhanging wall to below a small bulge. Pull up past this 
on the right, to below an overlap. Move up left to gain a ledge and continue to another ledge. Climb the 
steep wall above to yet another ledge and finish  to the left of a small tree.  

□ 4. Toad   ..............................................................................  HVS 5b 
13m. Start 2m left of the corner of Newt. Climb the wall to reach a short, thin vertical crack leading to the left 
side of the triangular block. Pull up to the left of the block onto a ledge. Traverse 2m left and climb the steep 
wall to a ledge. Trend left to finish at a small tree.  

□ 5. Newt  ...............................................................................  S 4a 
12m. Start as for Tadpole. Climb the corner for 3m then move onto the left wall below the right-hand side of 
an overhanging, triangular block. Pull up to the right of the block and continue up the recessed wall via ledg-
es to the top. 

□ 6. Tadpole   .........................................................................  HS 4b 
9m. Start in the corner by the pond. Climb up the easy-angled, right wall to a ledge. Climb the wall above 
moving left at a protruding block-like feature and follow the vertical broken edge to the top. 

 

This section is probably unclimbable in the current state. 
The routes are recorded for completeness. 
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Quarry Basin—Rake Wall 

This is the wall to the left of Pond Wall. Rake Wall is split by the grassy rake sloping up from right to left. 
  

□ 1. Whirligig Wall  .................................................................  VS 5a 
13m. Start 2m left of the small corner of Horsefly below the right end of the rake. Climb the short wall to the 
rake. Move left and go up the wall to reach the thin vertical crack in the lip of a small overlap above. Pull up 
the crack and trend right into the middle ofthe wall. 
Move up into a small corner and climb the little overhang to finish.  

□ 2. Crowfoot Crack  ..............................................................  S 4a 
13m. Start 5m left of Horsefly. Climb the short wall onto the rake and move up and climb. the thin crackline 
running up the edge of the wall above. Finish up ledges.  

□ 3. Kingcup   .........................................................................  VD 
8m.Start on the rake, 2m left of the thin crackline of Crowfoot Crack. Climb the wall trending right to join 

Crowfoot Crack at the first of a series of ledges leading to the top.  

□ 4. Duckweed Wall   .............................................................  MVS 4c 
6m. Start as for Kingcup. Ascend the wall direct, surmounting an overlap before moving up to finish to the 
right of a tree.  

□ 5. Liverwort Wall   ...............................................................  HS 4b 
4m. Start 2m left of Kingcup. Climb the wall via an overlap to finish to the left of a tree. 

This section is probably unclimbable in the current state. 
The routes are recorded for completeness. 
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