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Shannons supports our club by providing its 
premises free of charge for us to use for our 

monthly club meetings. 
A large number of our club members already have 
policies with Shannons but if you do not, please 

support them by enquiring for a quotation. 

Call 13 46 46 
https://www.shannons.com.au/ 
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The EditorΩs 2 Bobs worth  

Hello and welcome to the April edition of The West Wind.  
 
Only a short ramble from me this month. 
April is my favourite month of the year as the days get cooler while 
the trees begin to lose their leaves for autumn. I find the vibrant 
colours of autumn are stunning especially living in the beautiful 
Adelaide Hills. Cooler weather also for the cars and a great excuse to 
ƘŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ΨŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻŦŦŜŜΩ as much as possible and bumping into people 
who start a conversation by saying that they love your car! 
 
Not much happening on the car front for me at the moment other 
than my shed is almost finished. IΩƳ ƛn the process of getting the 
electrical wiring and lighting sorted before winter as with the end of 
day light savings means less light when I get home from work. 
 
One job I do have to complete in the coming months is to have my 
ƭŀǘŜ DǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ IƛƭƭƳŀƴ aƛƴȄ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ aǳƳ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ in the 
Bay to Birdwood. The Minx was bought new by my Grandparents 
from CMV in 1966 ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
forward to getting it going again as my Mum taught me to drive in it 
back in 1984, so it has a special place for me όŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ CƻǊŘύΦ 

 

 
L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘΦ Stay safe out there and enjoy the motoring! 
Craig 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Buy & $ell 
 

WANTED TO BUY : 

 
- Interior light mounting base required for MkII, any new old stock parts to 

suit a MkII, rear tail lights for lowline MkII & reversing lights accessory kit 
(A204E-18274-A) ς contact Craig Doddridge 

- MkIII front & rear door check springs ς contact Ashley Hobson 
 

FOR SALE : - http://www.charterhouse-auction.com/fords-rock-n-roll-into-
charterhouse-classic-car-auction/ (UK though) 

-  
 

 

http://www.charterhouse-auction.com/fords-rock-n-roll-into-charterhouse-classic-car-auction/
http://www.charterhouse-auction.com/fords-rock-n-roll-into-charterhouse-classic-car-auction/


 

 

 

2017 Events  

McLaren Vale Vintage & Classic Car Event April 2nd  
wƻŎƪ ΨƴΩ wƻƭƭ wŜƴŘŜȊǾƻǳǎ ς Birdwood April 9th  

April Club Meeting April 11th  
Multi Club Gathering ς Swan Hill Victoria Easter 2017 (April 14 ς 17) 

Copper Coast Classic Cavalcade ς Kadina 21st May 
Club AGM July tbc 

All Ford Day ς tbc September tbc 

Rock N Roll Festival ς Victor Harbor September tbc 

Bay to Birdwood September tbc 

Palmer Rod Run October tbc 
Strathalbyn Swap Meet & Lunch October tbc 

Ford Invitational Picnic - Lenswood November tbc 

Yankalilla Cruise November tbc 
Uraidla Hot Rod & Classics Picnic December tbc 

Club Christmas Lunch ς Mt Osmond Golf Club December 10th 
  
 

 

 

Funnies! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Shoot the Breeze ς  PresidentΩs Report; 
Dave Henley 
GΩday, how are things going out in the shed? Not much I bet, if we are only talking about the modern 
shopping trolleȅΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ǎǳǊŦƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛƎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜΩǎ Ǝƻ ŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ Ǌƻōƻǘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
most cases that I have seen, all of the mechanical engine and drive train bits are assembled as an almost 
complete unit and then the body shell is lowered onto it. Then internal dash and instrument 
components are sometimes fitted by robots through the windscreen or door openings.  
L Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ ƻƭŘ Řŀȅǎέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎΩ ǘŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ Ŏƻǎǘ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƘȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
established car industry has moved offshore. 
Ok, so here is my point, when the old Zcar was produced back 50 or more years ago there were no 
computers or robots and the whole process was a manual one. So a body was produced here at home 
and in the case of our Zcars we had to abide by the importation percentage content our Federal 
Government legislated, to protect our industry from foreign imports. The mechanicals were shipped 
over from the UK, we produced the body and the assembly was done here. 
Putting it together was manually done in such a way that one bit went in after another until the car was 
complete and the process of dismantling was simply a reverse. So in most cases to replace something we 
simply went straight to the part we needed and replaced it. No rocket science here. So many a weekend 
was spent out in the shed with some mates, to swap engines, gearboxes, diffs etc. Oh, and the tune-up 
was the twist of the dizzy and a turn of a carby screw to get things going.  
Now back to the modern shopping trolley. It was produced with not a thought to do repairs on 
components that were at the bottom of the pile when the body shell was lowered onto it. I have seen 
these cars come onto the market real cheap and when it gets home we probably know that the AC was 
not real cold and just needs to have a regas. Ah! But when we go to get gas we find that there is a 
damaged pipe that needs the whole engine, gearbox and drive train removed to fix it. We also find out 
that the car has changed hands many times before because of the AC problem. 
All of the new cars are computer driven and the carby and dizzy have been related to the stone age bin 
and in some cases we are legally forbidden from touching any part of the engine management system 
unless we are a licensed and qualified to do so. Any how I sometimes wonder when they are going to 
delete the bonnet catch release. Most engines are covered by a snazzy plastic cover to hide all the bits 
that we have no business with. All they really need to do is install a windscreen washer bottle filler from 
some outside point and there is no need for us to ever look under the bonnet. 
LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎŀǊǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƳŜ ōǳƳǇŜǊ 
brigade like our Zcars and as we move entirely into the realms of the modern computer car age we will 
not ever lift the bonnet. ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƻƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
that costs far too much for somebody to work on. 
L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ {ǘŜǾŜΩs name to this and nobody would have twigged. 
 
Dave Henley 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The very very rare MkII Zodiac Coupe prototype above. If only these made it into production! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Delivery of cars from Asia to New Zealand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While docked in Auckland Harbour as part of cruise around NZ during January, I noticed a car carrier docked 
opposite us. Between the two ships was a large very empty wharf. Not long after, while looking down from the 
Auckland TV Tower, I noticed the empty wharf now had some vehicles on it (above left). The bottom two photos 
show the scene later in the day. All day long a group of about 12 drivers were driving vehicles off the ship, parking 
them and being ferried via another car to bring more vehicles out. By the end, there were thousands of new vehicles 
on the wharves: all out of a single ship from north Asia! 

Thanks Jerome for your story (Ed) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


