Aviator overcomes health issue, attains dream
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If you're looking for a story of courage and perseverance, Zach Dumler 's your man. Born with a heart defect, Dumler spent his young life hoping, dreaming and struggling to make it as an athlete. 

The Vandalia Butler High School pitcher/first baseman finally realized his ultimate dream recently when he received a baseball scholarship to play at Ohio Dominican University in Columbus. 

Turning the clock back, his last hurdle, in fact, was a six-hour open heart surgery in July 2006, when he was operated on at Cincinnati Children Medical at the age of 17. 

The following spring of his senior year, Dumler received medical approval to try out for the Aviator baseball team. 

He continued to pursue athletic success this winter by trying out for the Butler basketball team and made varsity. 

Prior to that, he had worked as a team manager because, as his mom, Maria Smiley of Butler Twp. explained: "He wanted to be close to the players and his friends." 

Dumler said, "It was probably the happiest day of my life when I finally got the OK to play baseball that spring. I've always loved sports and just hoped for the chance to compete." 

The lefthander didn't let anybody down, including himself. 

Dumler, one of three area athletes heading for Dominican, actually dug in and more than made up for his late arrival on the athletic scene. 

He worked with a personal trainer, developed a 90 mph fastball and finished 7-2 with a 2.15 ERA last spring for the Aviators. 

The 6-foot-1, 210-pound southpaw, who'll be majoring in education and wants to get into coaching, continued his success in the summer with venerable baseball coach Frosty Brown, the longtime coach of Troy's American Legion team. 

Dumler led the Legionnaires' staff with a 5-0 record, a 1.30 ERA and 41 strikeouts against only six walks. 

His mother, explaining why news of his heart surgery wasn't officially made public until recently, said: "The three schools that were interested in Zach, including Dominican, were fully aware of the heart thing." 

"It was a personal (family) decision, and Zach wasn't quite out of his shell as far as his immune system was concerned," said Maria Calloway, who worked as a financial counselor for Good Sam and is now a special ed teacher at Butler. 

"His baseball teammates came to visit him when he came home (from the hospital) but we wanted to limit his visitors." 

Contact this columnist at (937) 236-6032 or mickeyz33@sbcglobal.net. 



