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I admit that I love this time of year.  I like the warmer weather; I like sitting outside on my 

swing with a good book and the chance to just think.  This time provides me with the 

opportunity to reflect on this year’s teaching practices and to examine the craft of 

teaching itself.  Often, my reflections are full of self-recriminations where I blast myself for 

not meeting the needs of my students more fully, for not having higher test scores, and 

for not saying no when asked to serve on one more committee or add one more thing to 

my already tight, already full, curriculum.  To this end, I want to challenge you to pay 

attention to the lessons you learned, to vow not to repeat mistakes, and then to let go.  

Getting bogged down with recriminations helps no one.  Learn from your mistakes, make 

changes, and then move on.   

Recently, I participated in a two-day training on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 

initiative.  It was intense to say the least!  I left exhausted with a great deal of information 

and clarity that I was missing.  But, more than that, I left feeling 

invigorated and hopeful.  I now have a clearer picture of the 

CCSS; trainers debunked some myths I held about the standards 

and provided several ideas for meeting CCSS requirements.  

When I felt overwhelmed concerning implementation, a dear 

friend reminded me that I should tackle execution of the 

standards much like I would address the task of eating an 

elephant:  one bite at a time.  So, with small bites, I’m beginning the process and am 

enjoying the taste of it.   

For more information concerning standards, visit the INVEST site at the Ayers Institute for 

Teacher Learning and Innovation website (http://www.lipscomb.edu/ayers/invest). It offers 

videos, a CCSS Timeline, and research associated with the standards movement. 

Finally, be sure and check out the TCTE website.  You will find book reviews, including 

book trailers, as well as links to useful websites and a blog devoted to highlighting 

Tennessee Writers.  The link is   http://tncouncilofteachersofenglish.webs.com/.    

I look forward to seeing you at the TCTE conference in September! 

Melissa Comer, TCTE President    

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  T C T E  P r e s i d e n t  

A  H o d g e  P o d g e  o f  T h o u g h t s  

Special points of interest: 

 2013 TCTE Conference Details 

 Author’s Spotlight  on Keynote Speakers 

 Musings of Poetry and Prose 

 Upcoming NCTE Events  
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The Graffiti of  My Life 
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S t a t e m e n t  F r o m  T h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

adjunct positions and fewer and fewer 
tenure-tract positions. What will our world 
look like with yet fewer degreed teachers in 
English and math? Is this the objective of our 
educational policy, to roll back the 
Renaissance? To dim the Enlightenment? I 
think not. But this dark outcome may be the 
aftermath of myopic decisions panicked by 
budget concerns if we continue the course 
of ceasing to incentivize advanced degrees in 
the content areas. 

So we set out, practitioners, simply trying 
to stay informed about the weather of 
educational reform. We read, and then we 
research further. We follow the money, we 
ask who is funding what, and we investigate 
exactly whose interests are really 
represented by the aforementioned Center 
for American Progress. We wonder who 
K12 is with their $708 million in revenue in 
2012, we wonder what Pearson spent $6 
million lobbying for last year, and we 
wonder why White Hat [Charter School] 
Management would spend 2 million in 
campaign support for one party over 
another in Ohio between 2004 and 2012 
(Davis). We wonder who else has an 
interest in education and what their 
influence on our weather will be. We set 
out, practitioners, trying also to stay afloat 
in our everyday tasks during the day, 
paddling through education news at night, 
until we realize that educational reform is 
bigger, bigger than we individuals. 

I will not defend advanced degrees in areas 
not directly related to subjects, but ceasing 
to reward advanced degrees in content 
areas, like English and math, is a mistake, 
possibly an epic one. This argument needs 
no defense. What is needed, rather, is a 
culprit, but there seems to be no one in 
particular to hold accountable, just the 
weather. Bigger than you. Bigger than me. 
But education reform is not bigger than all 
of us together. We must find our collective 
voice. We must be the weather, and not the 
weather reporters. 

Rob Wade, Executive Director, TCTE 
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trust in reason blinds us to the reality that 
more than reason determines the truth. 
Indeed, more nuanced studies do show a 
positive correlation between student 
performance and teachers with advanced 
degrees in English and math, but we say quod 
erat demonstratum to each other and fail to see 
the forces of Realpolitik that reiterate contrary 
studies as a means to justify an end. The 
flawed studies are not flawed, for they began 
with the conclusion in mind and orchestrated 
the evidence. They did what they were 

designed to do. The fact is that 
paying teachers for advanced 
degrees is costing states lots of 
money, tens of billions 
according to a report released 
in 2012 by the Washington-
based Center for American 
Progress (Sawchuck), tens of 
billions that cash-starved states 
are highly motivated to save. 
Thus, what seems like poor 
methodology in educational 
research on one view may be 
ends-justifying use of statistical 
propaganda on another view. If 
so, efforts to respond in kind 
with more nuanced studies will 
fall upon deaf ears. We fail to 
appreciate the politician’s 

perennial problem of constituents wanting 
more services for less taxes. No one wants to 
hear that we can perform better for higher 
pay, regardless what the higher pay is for, 
whether an education degree or a content area 
degree.  

Here we stand on Dover Beach, however, 
where ignorant armies clash by night, for 
more depends upon the outcome than merit 
pay for advanced degrees. Budget saving 
measures are well-intended in the short-run 
but fail to take long-term costs into full 
account. Consider what will happen to higher 
ed departments if states cease to pay teachers 
for advanced degrees. Will not English and 
math departments correspondingly shrivel 
with fewer graduate students to teach? Why 
offer a master’s degree if there is no market 
for one? And since master’s candidates tend to 
significantly outnumber doctoral candidates in 
graduate departments, would not fewer 
classes be needed in graduate departments? 
Would not fewer classes mean yet fewer 
professors? The “trickle-up” effect could in 
short order mean a significantly decreased 
national pool of expertise, at least in certain 
subjects, like English and math. All of this 
comes at a time when higher ed departments 
are already under siege, with more and more 

Education reform. It’s bigger. It’s bigger than 
you. It’s bigger than me.  

I set out a teacher, a practitioner, simply trying 
to stay informed about the weather, trying to 
follow the currents in the news. I dove into 
digests, weeklies, and journals, burning what 
night oil I could. I gossiped with fellow sailors 
during the day. I queried ship captains. I have 
twice even cornered the commissioner of our 
state’s navy. But education reform is bigger. It 
is an ocean. It is armadas at arms. It is several 
storms together. 
It is all of these at 
once. 

For example, try 
steering this 
simple course, 
fellow navigators. 
It would seem no 
transoceanic trip 
to arrive at the 
simple conclusion 
that failing to pay 
educators for 
advanced degrees 
is folly. What? 
We are told there 
is no correlation 
between advanced 
degrees and 
student performance? That seems like saying 
that there is no correlation between education 
and education. So surely the methodology of 
supporting studies must be flawed. Surely such 
studies have failed to bracket out the 
performance of teachers with advanced degrees 
teaching in areas other than that in which they 
are credentialed. Surely such studies have 
mixed in the performances of advanced 
education degrees with those of advanced content 
area degrees. Surely we are too narrowly 
measuring performance. Surely such 
counterintuitive results must be false. Who, 
with their life on the line, would believe 
mortality rates to be no better with a nurse-
practitioner than with a more highly trained 
physician? Surely students studying under a 
Ph.D. in mathematics will perform better than 
those led by a math minor parroting a scripted 
flow chart. The poor methodology of studies 
suggesting otherwise would seem simple to 
show. There simply must be a correlation 
between education and education. Studies 
suggesting otherwise have been but fogged. It 
is folly to think otherwise, and surely such folly 
is plain to see.  

Would that seeing were so simple, but we 
mistake man-made smoke for natural fog. Our 

What will our world look like 

with yet fewer degreed teachers 

in English and math? Is this the 

objective of our educational 

policy, to roll back the 

Renaissance? To dim the 

Enlightenment? I think not. But 

this dark outcome may be the 

aftermath of myopic decisions 

panicked by budget concerns if 

we continue the course of 

ceasing to incentivize advanced 

degrees in the content areas. 
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Annual TCTE  

State Conference  

in Sevierville,  

Sept. 27-28 

The annual TCTE Statewide con-

ference will be held this year on 

Friday and Saturday, September 

27 and 28, at the Sevierville Con-

vention Center in Sevierville.  This 

year’s  theme is  “The Graffiti of 

My Life:  Exploring the Intercon-

nectedness of the English Lan-

guage Arts.”  The conference 

highlights the interconnectivity of 

the ELA strands through sessions 

that cover a wide spectrum of 

topics from writing to technology 

integration to vocabulary devel-

opment to literature strategies 

and more!  Additionally, several 

sessions will address Common 

Core State Standards implemen-

tation with ideas for curricula in-

corporation. 

This year’s keynote speaker is Da-

vid Gill.  David is a native Tennes-

sean and an author of four books 

written for middle and high 

school readers.  His books for 

teens have received critical ac-

claim with his novel, Black Hole 

Sun, having earned a starred re-

view from Booklist   As a former 

classroom English teacher and 

President of the ALAN/NCTE and 

current English education profes-

sor, David brings a wealth of in-

sight into the teaching of English 

language arts. 

During the luncheon on Friday, 

author and native Tennessean 

Vince Vawter will deliver an ad-

dress.  Vince worked in the news-

paper business for over 40 years 

and has recently published his 

first book, Paperboy, in May.    

New to this year’s conference is a 

poster session.  Presenters in this 

strand will be on-hand with tested 

classroom practices.  Mimicking a 

gallery walk, presenters will dis-

cuss authentic examples and im-

plementation ideas throughout 

the two day conference.  In addi-

tion, exemplary student writing 

and assignment samples will be 

on display.  Please contact Kristen 

Trent at kpennycuff@tntech.edu if 

you are interesting in sharing your 

work via poster session or student 

showcase.  

The cost of the conference is $110 

in advance ($25 for student mem-

bers) and $125 for onsite registra-

tion.  Special note:  register three 

teachers from the same school 

and the fourth attends for free.  

See the last pages of the newslet-

ter for registration and lodging 

information.  You can also check 

out the TCTE Annual Conference 

Website at http://

tncouncilofteachersofeng-

http://tncouncilofteachersofenglish.webs.com/annual-conference
http://tncouncilofteachersofenglish.webs.com/annual-conference
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Native Tennessean David Gill is the author of four books 

written for middle and high school readers.  His novels have 

received critical acclaim with multi-

ple starred reviews from Booklist, 

School Library Journal, and Kirkus 

Reviews.  In addition, Black Hole Sun 

was named as one of 62 Best Books 

in School Library Journal’s 2010 re-

view.  As a former English teacher 

and President of ALAN/NCTE and 

current English education profes-

sor, David brings a wealth of insight into the teaching of Eng-

lish language arts.  

 

The Best and Brightest of the 2013 Conference 

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT 

After 40 years in the Tennessee newspaper 

business, Vince Vawter has turned from head-

lines to chapters with his first 

novel Paperboy.  Chosen as one of 

10 noteworthy titles for young 

readers by the 2013 New Voices 

Committee of the American 

Booksellers Association and a recommended read by the Junior 

Library Guild, ELA teachers are clamoring for it’s May release.   

ReLeah Cossent Lent is a former English educator, a censorship activist, an internationally recognized educational consultant, and 

the author of  nine  professional books.  She has won the PEN ( Poets, Essayists, Novelists)/

Newman’s Own First Amendment Award  and the Florida Council of Teachers of English 

(FCTE) President’s Award for “significant contri- bution to the teaching of English in the State of 

Florida.”.  In addition, she and coauthor Gloria Pipkin have received the American Library Asso-

ciation’s John Phillip Immroth Memorial Award and the NCTE/SLATE Intellectual Freedom 

Award for their two books, At the Schoolhouse Gate: Lessons in Intellectual Freedom and Silent No More: 

Voices of Courage in American Schools. She and Barry Gilmore have a new book  coming out in Au-

gust: Common  Core CPR: What About Adolescents Who Struggle. . .Or Just Don’t Care..  

 

  

TCTE’s own Past President, 

Barry Gilmore, is a National 

Board Certified Teacher and 

author of seven books for 

educators and students.  He 

has received multiple 

awards for teaching includ-

ing those from NCTE, 

TCTE, SMCTE, and the Tennessee Holocaust 

Commission.  In 2005, the U.S. Department of 

Education named him an American Star of Teaching.  

Nancy Kolodziej holds a doctoral degree from Lehigh Univer-

sity, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and taught 

public school, grades K-8, in California 

and Pennsylvania for a total of 12 years. 

She is the author of Learning Station Models for Mid-

dle Grades and the co-author of Secondary Schools 

Literacy Instruction: The Content Areas.  

Currently, she is a faculty member at 

Tennessee Technological University 

where she teaches literacy and elementary methods courses.  
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 The Graffiti of My Life: Exploring the Interconnectedness of the English Language Arts 

The Tennessee Council of Teachers of English (TCTE) Annual Conference 

~ September 27-28, 2013 ~ Sevierville, Tennessee 

Registration Form 

 

Name________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________  State__________   Zip_________ 

Email________________________________________________________________________ 

(Email is necessary for registration confirmation) 

School/Organization__________________________________________________________ 

 

Conference Fees        $110   _________ 

(tax deductible; includes Fri lunch, Sat. Breakfast,  

and $20 TCTE dues for 2013-2014) 

Student Fee        $25     _________ 

(includes conference fee and free TCTE membership for 2013-2014) 

On-Site Registration       $120   _________ 

(includes  conference fee and $20 TCTE dues for 2013-2014) 

 

Please check whether you will attend Friday’s lunch and/or Saturday’s breakfast. 

Friday Lunch      Saturday Breakfast 

__I will attend      __I will attend 

__I will not attend      __I will not attend 

 

Return registration form to: 

Rob Wade 

4840 Fleetgrove Avenue 

Memphis, TN 38117 

(Make checks payable to TCTE) 

*Registration includes Friday keynote, lunch, and workshops as well as Saturday continental breakfast and breakout sessions.  No re-

fund or fee reduction is possible for those unable to attend the meals.  Registration confirmation will be emailed.   

**For questions concerning registration contact Rob Wade at Dwight.robert.wade3@gmail.com  

***For questions and information about conference contact Melissa Comer at mcomer@tntech.edu  

mailto:Dwight.robert.wade3@gmail.com
mailto:mcomer@tntech.edu
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Tennessee English Journal is seeking articles for the October 2013 print edition. 
We accept articles that are of interest to teachers of English and language arts at 
all levels, including research reports, descriptions of teaching practice, lesson 
plans, book reviews, interviews with authors, educators and political figures or 
opinion leaders and editorials, as well as creative works by our members. Arti-
cles should be no more than 3000 words and should be in MLA format. 

Deadline for submissions is 31 July 2013. Please submit electronically via e-mail 
as a Microsoft Word document or rich text format (.rtf) file. If you cannot sub-
mit articles on-line, we will accept manuscripts, provided you include an elec-
tronic copy saved on a CD. 

Direct inquires or submit articles to Dr. Susan North, Editor, Tennessee English 
Journal via e-mail at Susan-North@utc.edu or at Department of English, The 
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, 615 McCallie Ave., #2703, Chattanoo-
ga, TN 37403. 

Tennessee has some great student writers and artists. We know this because we’ve seen the results of their work in a variety of plac-
es. The Tennessee English Journal would like to encourage student writing and artwork and to that end, we’re announcing that TEJ-
Online will begin publishing student work on-line March 1, 2013. We invite you to submit your students’ creative work, including 
poems, short stories, essays, artwork and photography. Entries will be submitted to reviewers, and those approved will be published 
on-line at the Tennessee English Journal website. 

For more information or to submit your students’ work, please contact Susan North, Editor, at susan-north@utc.edu. Please feel 
free to share this with your colleagues, even those who are not yet members of Tennessee Council of Teachers of English. Rules for 

submission are below. 

RULES 

 Any teacher member of the Tennessee Council of Teachers of English may submit his or 
her students’ writing or artwork for consideration. 

 Work should be submitted electronically in .pdf, .jpg, or .gif format. 

 Submissions accepted any time throughout the school year, and will be submitted to a re-
view panel as soon as they are received. 

 Submissions chosen for publication will remain on the website for one year. 

 Author retains all rights to publication and may submit material elsewhere.  

The TEJ website is currently undergoing construction but will be open on March 1 at http://
www.utc.edu/Academic/TennesseeEnglishJournal/ . We look forward to hearing from you 
and to seeing the exciting work your students are doing. 

TEJ Online: Publishing Student Writing Online 

Call For Papers for Tennessee English Journal 

Showcase Your Students’ Work   

Submit your best samples of student writing, art, or assignments  

for the Student Showcase  

at the 2013 Poster Session at the conference.   

Contact Kristen Trent at kpennycuff@tntech.edu  

mailto:susan-north@utc.edu
http://www.utc.edu/Academic/TennesseeEnglishJournal/
http://www.utc.edu/Academic/TennesseeEnglishJournal/
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Dr. Susan North, professor of English at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga is conducting 
a survey of practices in writing education in Tennessee secondary and post-secondary schools. This 
study is funded in part by a grant from the Council of Writing Program Administrators.  
 
She is looking for participants willing to answer questions about how writing instruction is 
delivered in English classes in your school. Your participation in this study is voluntary and 
anonymous. The survey should take no more than 30 minutes of your time. Participation is strictly 
voluntary and if you decide not to participate, you will have a chance to cancel your survey at the 
end. The results of the search may be published, nothing that identifies you will be used. 
 
If you are interested in participating, please visit the following website:  
 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QPWQ63B 
 
Please feel free to share this link with other teachers who are not members of TCTE.  

Research on Writing Instruction in Tennessee 

Request for Survey Respondents 

Visions & Revisions is a peer reviewed publication of 

the Tennessee Council of Teachers of English.  It is 

distributed three times per year in May, October, and 

February.  For information, or to submit articles, 

please contact the editors: John Bussell at 

mrbussell@yahoo.com and Kristen Trent at 

kpennycuff@tntech.edu.   

VISIONS AND REVISIONS 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QPWQ63B
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Teacher Evaluation by Shannon Collins 

She teaches nothing, 

 

instead  

 

she models, 

demonstrates, 

walks just close enough 

 

that we feel safe  

to find our own way. 

 

 

 

 

 

Response by Shannon Collins 

All it takes is a single word-- 

 

One 

that catapults a boy 

on an unexpected journey; 

 

One 

capable of filling 

flattened lungs with honey-suckle air; 

 

One 

with the same power 

as to spring Lazarus from coils of sleep; 

 

One 

like the word  

from a freckle-nosed girl three desks over who,  

 

after 

 

drifting along the boy’s stream of scribbles,  

whispers with soft eyes, 

“wow.”  

 

 

Scars of Memory by Ryan Greer 

scars of memory 

are heard over and over 

like a scratch on a record 

as life’s music plays on 

 

We drove away years ago 

up the winding mountain road 

from our auctioned family farm. 

I felt the strong rain of finality 

pelting and washing against me 

changing the tint of my soul 

(permanently fading), 

and the lost colors drained  

from pavement to ditch 

down to the valley’s green pastures 

settling and soaking 

into sod above the grave 

with the headstone that read:  Youth. 

 

Humus by Ryan Greer 

 

The spring began its season 

with leaves of green and anarchy 

and winds of blustery change 

swirling about in endless vision 

budding with countless decisions. 

 

Leaves mature in rebellion 

denouncing the sun and its order 

yet time smiles with a patient sneer 

setting new rings in the tree 

as the heat withers the green. 

 

Time paints a portrait of irony 

rich in the colors of life 

with its landscape burning brightest 

filled with orange and red 

just before they're scattered, dead. 

 

Leaves of brown in endless flight 

across the windy, forest floor 

enriching the ground with wisdom 

with traditions and memories 

for the fresh, spring sprouts to unfreeze. 

Musings 

To share your musings in poetry or prose, please email  

John Bussell at mrbussell@yahoo.com or Kristen Trent at kpennycuff@tntech.edu. 
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President: Melissa Comer 

mcomer@tntech.edu 

 

Executive Director: Rob Wade 

dwight.robert.wade3@gmail.com 

Join Us! 
 

TCTE exists to support the 

teaching of writing, reading, and 

literacy across the state and to 

provide a professional network for 

the support of educators.  

 

Why join TCTE? 

~An exciting state annual 

conference 

~Awards and scholarship 

opportunities for early career and 

veteran teachers 

~Publications including 

newsletters, journals, and books 

Tennessee Council of 

Teachers of English 

eyebrows must have shot up when I saw the line – 

with name and date – drawn on the door frame. 

Growing up, we had marked our height on the wall 

in the garage. Yet this act of marking her height was 

perfectly natural and right. This act illustrated what 

my parents were and what they had become.  

Since that date, many family members and friends 

have marked their own heights on the dinning room 

door frame. Some kids write their own names. A few 

family members measure well over six feet. My 

mother now realizes that, indeed, she has begun 

shrinking. Now both her daughters are taller than 

her… by less than one inch, but taller. 

I have always known I am beyond lucky to have the 

parents I do. They worry, they pry, but they love and 

care like no one else. To write on the walls, well 

that’s their way of leaving a physical mark. Because 

the mark they have left on my heart, and I know my 

daughter’s heart and so many others, is a mark that 

will not be erased or painted over. 

Julie Stepp 

I believe that grandparents should write on their 

walls. When my daughter was about 2 years old, she 

wanted Nana to measure how “big” she was. I don’t 

know what brought on the idea, maybe she had been 

measured at daycare recently. Nevertheless, my 

mother proceeded to take a ruler and pencil and 

marked her granddaughter’s height on the door frame 

in the dining room.  

My parents’ dining room and kitchen form one 

continuous room. These rooms also form the place 

where everyone congregates. When my sister and I 

were growing up, our family always ate dinner in the 

dining room, except on popcorn nights. Its where, 

for over 40 years, my parents have entertained 

company, discussed finances, helped us girls with our 

homework, cried, laughed, discovered, tutored, and, 

of course, ate. There are many other comfortable 

places in their house – a breezy screened-in porch, a 

large family room with a fireplace, even a cozy living 

room turned library. All the rooms of the house 

center around the dining room. 

When I returned to pick up my daughter, my 

W r i t i n g  o n  T h e  W a l l s  

Become a Member Today! 

Check Out Our Website: 

http://

tncouncilofteachersofeng

lish.webs.com/  

2013 TCTE Conference 

The Graffiti of My Life: 

Exploring the  

Interconnectedness of the  

English Language Arts 

Please come to Boston this November  

for the 103rd NCTE Annual Convention.   

Register today at http://www.ncte.org/annual/registration.   

————————————————————————————————————— 

Don’t forget to check out these other exciting events as well: 

 “Moving Forward: Possibilities in English Teacher Education," CEE Summer 

Conference, July 11-14, 2013, Fort Collins, CO  

  "Authentic Literacy Events and Social Actions: Celebrating Relationships and 

Partnerships," Whole Language Umbrella Summer Institute, July 18-20, 
2013, Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY  

 

 National Day on Writing, October 20, 2013  

  "(Re)Inventing the Future of English" NCTE Annual Convention, November 20-

24, 2013, Boston, Massachusetts  
 

 "Open | Source(s), Access, Futures," CCCC Annual Convention, March 19–22, 

2014, Indianapolis, Indiana 

We Hope to See You   

Friday, September 27 and 

Saturday, September 28  

at The Wilderness of the  

Smokies Resort! 

http://tncouncilofteachersofenglish.webs.com/
http://tncouncilofteachersofenglish.webs.com/
http://tncouncilofteachersofenglish.webs.com/
http://www.ncte.org/cee/2013conf
http://www.ncte.org/cee/2013conf
http://www.ncte.org/wlu/institute
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.ncte.org/cccc/conv

