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Mercyhurst College

Department of Intelligence Studies


Mercyhurst College, a nationally recognized, fully accredited four-year institution of higher learning in Erie, Pennsylvania, is the only college in the country to offer undergraduate and graduate degrees in Intelligence Studies. The Department of Intelligence Studies is conducting a market survey of potential Intelligence Studies students—undergraduate and graduate— in the Albuquerque Metropolitan and Santa Fe areas. 

We are looking for people with:

· An inquisitive, inquiring mind, and interest in world events;

· The ability to read, think, and, write;

· A desire to serve in a very special profession – Intelligence.

Intelligence Studies consists of a pre-professional undergraduate degree and professional graduate certificate and degree that are designed to prepare students for entry and managerial positions in the Intelligence and National Security communities.

Intelligence Studies is anchored on the foundation that the study of Intelligence is an academically important, distinctive, body of knowledge worthy of inquiry.

The Intelligence Studies curriculum is designed to impart critical thinking and analytical skills through the teaching of selected topics, quantitative and qualitative research techniques, analytical techniques, critical writing, computer proficiency; and Intelligence tradecraft issues

The essence of Intelligence Studies is critical and analytical thinking which are defined as:

1.   The wisdom to recognize an issue and define its essence: the ability to frame the right question;

2.   The depth and range of vision to learn where information on the issue is to be found;

3.   The mental acuity to determine the value of that information; 

4. The skill to analyze and synthesize the information and turn it into new knowledge;

and, 

5. The courage and ability to present and sell the new knowledge— the Intelligence Product  

      while answering the ultimate question:  “So What?” 

With positive potential student survey response, it is our intent to begin the Certificate in Intelligence Studies [CIS], on site, in both Albuquerque and Santa Fe during Winter Semester, starting in December 2005. 

For those students wishing to pursue the Master of Science in Applied Intelligence [MSAI] we anticipate a smooth transition—entrance requirements are the same for the CIS and MSAI— into the MSAI during Spring Semsester 2006, with the CIS courses transferring directly into the graduate degree thus leaving 27 credit hours for degree completion.

We would also like to learn if there is a potential undergraduate market for an Undergraduate Certificate in Intelligence Studies or a Minor in Intelligence Studies.  

We plan to operate—on site— four semesters per year: three 10-week semesters, Fall, Winter, Spring, and a 6-week Summer Semester. Classes will be built around cadres of 20 students each. Classes will meet once per week in the Albuquerque and Santa Fe areas. We also have video-conferencing capabilities for class delivery.

Proposed courses of study:

I. Graduate Certificate in Intelligence Studies [9 cr hrs ]**

AI 510 Intelligence: Theory, Application & Practice

AI 580 Intelligence Communications: The Policymaker and the Analyst

AI 520 Advanced  Analytical Techniques I

II. Master of Science in Applied Intelligence [36  cr hrs]**

AI 510 Intelligence: Theory, Application & Practice

AI 520 Advanced  Analytical Techniques I/II

AI 550 Intelligence, Strategy & National Security

AI 570 History of US Intelligence 

AI 580 Intelligence Communications: The Policy Maker and the Analyst.

AI 606 Technical Intelligence Analysis 

AI 626 Financial & Business Intelligence

AI 633, Studies in Terrorism

AI 650 Topics in Intelligence

AI 680 Thesis in Applied Intelligence  

AOJ 501 Intelligence and Homeland Security 

AOJ 627 Graduate Seminar: Strategic Threat Analysis: Indicators and Warning

OL 502, Management, Leadership and Organization in the Intelligence Community

**** There is a required foreign language reading requirement. 

III. Undergraduate Certificate in Intelligence Studies [9 cr hrs]:** 

History of US Intelligence

Terrorism/Counterterrorism

Open Source Intelligence 

IV. Minor in Intelligence Studies [18 cr hrs ] **

History of US Intelligence

Terrorism/Counterterrorism

Open Source Intelligence

Intelligence, Strategy and National Security

Literature of Intelligence

Advanced Intelligence Analysis I

Internship/Directed Study

*Students considering application to the GCIS or MSAI should hold an undergraduate degree [any discipline] and should have a minimum 3.0 GPA. There is also a foreign language-reading requirement that is to be completed during the masters degree matriculation.

**Students considering any of the Intelligence Studies options should be aware that they are reading, thinking, and writing intensive. Class study assignments are heavy. Class attendance and class participation are mandatory. Students are expected to be able “carry their weight” in small research teams. In light of the foregoing, potential students should seriously consider their ability to function in such an environment.

What is Intelligence?

Intelligence is the collection, compilation, analysis and synthesis of data and information, drawn from all sources, to produce a product that has foresight and renders an insightful picture of intentions, capabilities, and activities; and, provides estimates as to possible implications and consequences.

Intelligence Studies Goals and Student Expectations

 (A broad understanding of International Relations, Politics, and World History;

( Working knowledge of comparative governments, governmental administration, economic systems;   

   and political philosophies;

(Competency in a geographical area [Latin America, Far East, Africa, Middle East, and, Europe];  

(An understanding of U.S. Intelligence History and a working knowledge of the Intelligence Production Cycle and the Intelligence Community;

(The ability to produce written, oral reports, and assessments, based on advanced analytical techniques; 

(A  proficiency with computer operations to include qualitative and quantitative research methodologies;   

  and,

(An internship or directed study as a Research or Intelligence Analyst 
Professional Employment:

The Intelligence Studies Program cannot guarantee that its' students will find professional employment in government service, private industry.  However, the nature of the Intelligence Studies Program and the cumulative experience of the Mercyhurst College Research/ Intelligence Analyst Program [R/IAP]—98% student professional position placement— and the Master of Science in Applied Intelligence is such that there is a high degree of certainty that Mercyhurst Intelligence Studies students will be strong candidates for professional positions.

If you are interested in our programs, please fill out and return the survey form on page #4, via email [jholdenrhodes@mercyhurst.edu] or fax [505.867.5543]. For further information, please call 505.610.0302.

	Name:
	

	

	Job Title:
	

	

	Agency:
	

	

	Mailing Address:
	

	

	Telephone:
	

	
	Cell:
	

	
	Fax:
	

	

	Education:

	High School :

	College credits:
	

	

	Associate Degree [year of award/school]:
	

	
	hrs:
	

	
	major:
	

	
	minor:
	

	

	BS/BA [year of award/college/university]:
	

	
	hrs:
	

	
	major:
	

	
	minor:
	

	

	MA/MS [year of award/college/university]:
	

	
	hrs:
	

	
	major:
	

	
	minor:
	

	

	Please select the program(s) you are interested in:

	(
	Undergraduate Certificate in Intelligence Studies
	[9 credit hours]

	(
	Minor in Intelligence Studies
	[18 credit hours]

	(
	Graduate Certificate in Intelligence Studies
	[9 credit hours]

	(
	Master of Science in Applied Intelligence
	[36 credit hours]

	

	(
	Are there special areas of study that you are interested in? 

[e.g., Intelligence, Terrorism/Counterterrorism, Homeland Security, Border Issues, Drug Trafficking, SIGINT, COMINT, ELINT, IMINT, MASINT]
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