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Upcoming Events

-1/29/2015-12-1PM: St. Mark Lunch and 
Learn at St. Mark Youth Enrichment

-2/3/2015- 5:30 PM: Family Math/Literacy 
Night at St. Mark Youth Enrichment

--2/6/2015-4-7PM: Community Block Party 
at Roshek Building

-2/7/2015 -10:00 AM: Ice Golf Classic at 
Midtown Marina, East Dubuque, IL

-2/26/2015-12-1PM: St. Mark Lunch and 
Learn at St. Mark Youth Enrichment

-3/4/2015-5:30 PM: Family Night at St. 
Mark Youth Enrichment

 
You can find more details at  

www.stmarkyouthenrichment.org.  
 

With each published newsletter, we have the opportunity to spotlight 
a group or organization that has made an impact at St. Mark Youth 
Enrichment. This quarter we are spotlighting the Dubuque Jaycees. Not 
only have the Jaycees financially supported St. Mark through events 
such as Jingle Bell Hop, they have also shown support in volunteer 
numbers!

Our students look up to people in the community who are stepping out 
and above to work with them in a fun way, and we could not do it without 
you!

Thank you for your support and friendship!
 
 
                                      
 

We Appreciate You! 

Winter 2015 Newsletter

While December, January and February are typically perceived to be the cold and ominous 
months of the year, at St. Mark Youth Enrichment, we are able to see and feel a completely 
different experience.

Thanks to your support and contributions, our students were able to see one of the best 
holiday seasons yet! Beth McGorry, Development and Event Coordinator, was able to see the 
reaction of many of the deserving families first-hand when she arranged for them to pick up 
their Sponsor Angel packages. As the car was packed to the seams with items for one mom 
and her four children she shared, “I’m going to go home, unpack all of this, and then just sit 
and cry--tears of happiness. I don’t know what I would do without you.”

Families in the St. Mark programs come from all walks of life and all have their own stories 
to tell. We are fortunate enough to be able to weave your giving into their stories of hope, 
joy, and relief. Currently in program, 76% of the students receive free/reduced lunches and 
programs such as Sponsor Angels help alleviate some of the financial stress that comes 
during the holiday season. This year, 145 children were provided warm winter clothing by 
community members and businesses that rose to meet the need as one of the 85 Sponsors.

Tears of joy and gratitude filled the center as families shared their stories and their successes 
of the year-- Making healthy decisions for themselves and their children, securing a new job, 
or even moving up on the housing list, closer to having a permanent place to call their own.  
While the gifts will fill the void around their trees on Christmas morning, the support that 
you give to St. Mark each and every day fills their needs more than we will ever truly know. 
Thank you so much for your donations and support in the past year and we look forward to 
impacting even more lives with you in 2015.

 
The Warmth of the Season

 
The 2014 Jingle Bell Hop provided excitement,      This event is open to the entire community. 
chaos, and an afternoon of memories for nearly      St. Mark families were invited to attend for  
600 people on December 14th!        free and any additional proceeds benefit 
           St. Mark Youth Enrichment programs.

               Thanks to all of our sponsors for this event: 
               Prudential, Dubuque Jaycees, Queen B 
               Radio, Walgreens, 365ink and Toys for Tots! 
               We truly could not have done it without you.
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“When you learn, TEACH. When you get, GIVE.”― Maya Angelou

 



Learning in Action! 

Ice Golf Classic

What’s an off-season? There is no off-season when it 
comes to ice golf! Dust off those clubs and practice that 
winning swing. Join St. Mark Youth Enrichment for fun in the annual Ice Golf Classic 
on Feb. 7at Mid-Town Marina in East Dubuque, IL. There will be a shotgun start at 10 
a.m. with registration beginning at 8 a.m. Sign up your foursome for a fun and  
competitive 18 holes of ice golf on our website (www.stmarkyouthenrichment.org).  
Not the best ice golfer? Don’t worry, there will be awards for best sled and best 
dressed team. There will also be a silent auction and food for purchase inside for 
when you need to warm up.

The event is adding a must-see feature in 2015. St. Mark Youth Enrichment is 
hosting a Polar Plunge Drive. The goal of this drive is to raise more than $5,000 
before the event even starts. Once the goal is met, three volunteer plungers will be 
hitting the water the afternoon of the 7th. An award will also be given out for the 
team that raises the most money to go towards the Polar Plunge. The brave  
volunteers to take the dip for St. Mark are Mark Ehlers, Jeremy McDowell, and Beth 
McGorry. Polar Plunge donations can be sent with the registration form, mailed, or 
made though a donation online on our website. Please let St. Mark Youth Enrichment 
know that the donation is going towards the plunge.

The Annual Ice Golf Classic is a great experience for all involved; however, it is much 
more than just a great memory.  All the proceeds generated from the event help 

support before/after school and summer 
learning programming at St. Mark Youth 
Enrichment.  Your participation will help 
provide innovative programs and services 
that cultivate the educational and social-
emotional growth of youth and families.  
Please contact Beth McGorry or Jessica 
Pape for more information at 563-582-
6211.

  This beautiful leather Flexsteel recliner    
                        will be on the silent auction!

 
 

Make Your Gift of Hope Last All Year
As Maya Angelou shared, we are called to share our skills and gifts with others so they can some day pass on the gift as well! As we enter 
2015, we look forward to the many accomplishments that we will be able to achieve together as a community to help families who truly 
deserve and need it the most. You can make a gift once during the year or spread it out across the 12 months. Please let us know what 
works best for you. We appreciate your support!!

        
                          I would like to provide hope to a child through summer learning. ($200.00) 
 
                          I would like to provide hope to a child through school year programming. ($450.00)

              I would like to provide hope to a child through school year programming and summer learning. ($600.00) 
             (Pleaes do not recognize me as a Literacy Luminary ____) 
                           
                          I would like to provide hope through a general donation for the before/after school and summer learning programs.  
 
             I would like to pledge $_________ every ________ months. 

 
Name:                                                                              E-mail:      

Welcome!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gifts Through Grants

“Dawn, Stacy, Dawn, Stacy, Wake up, Wake UP! HE CAME…HE DID!  Let’s gooooo!!!”  Nothing jolts you out of a 
slumber quite like those words on Christmas morning.  I jumped out of bed, grabbed my baby sister and followed 
quickly behind David and Donnie.  The tree, in all its lit up brilliance, surrounded by beautiful, meticulously wrapped 
gifts, made my heart about jump out of my chest.  As I did every Christmas morning since I can remember, I stood 
back and soaked in this moment of complete joy, evident on the faces of us four kids and my mom and dad.  As 
a child so in love with and connected to God, I thanked Him for giving us this one day, every year, when my house 
would be filled with peace, calm, love, togetherness, and hope.  Every year HE delivered my one wish!  Today there 
would be no drinking and no drinking meant no fighting, yelling, put-downs, separations, or fear.  

This year, St. Mark students wrote letters to Santa to tell him what they wanted.  Many of their wishes, like mine, 
have nothing to do with toys and everything to do with family, love, and hope; “I want to get to stay in my house so 
I can go to this school all year.” “I want my dad to come home.”  I care so much for and believe so deeply in the po-

tential of the kiddos we get to serve every day, because I am one of them.  I know, that because of you, many of them opened gifts of warm 
winter clothing on Christmas morning and even more importantly, they open the gift of family, love, and hope every day they get to spend in 
our before and after school programs.  Thank you for making a profound difference in the life of a child; for helping us to enrich the life of 
every child.  Take a moment to soak in the joy you bring to our community!

In October, St. Mark Youth 
Enrichment 
welcomed Tammy Clauer 
to the team as  
Program Coordinator. 
Tammy has experience 
working in schools and 
with students and has 
a background in music 
education. She lives 
in Lancaster with her 
husband and daughters and is already well known 
by the students on site at St. Mark! We are so happy 
to have Tammy on the program team and as a key 
player in making St. Mark successful!

Students at Marshall 
Elementary worked 
together to celebrate 
the holidays and create 
homemade ice cream 
using a Play and Freeze 
Ice Cream maker ball!

The Society of 
Women Engineers 
have been 
amazing partners 
in enrichment by 
working with the 
students through 
hands on science 
experiements. Here 
the students are 
working with water 
and weights to learn  
how items float.

History was made at 
program! Students had 
an opportunity to dress 
up and learn about 
history with the Civil 
War from the National 
Mississippi River 
Museum and Aquarium.

In November, a 
family field trip to 
Mindframe Theater. in-
cluded a tour,  chance 
to learn how the the-
ater works, and “Big 
Hero 6” on opening 
weekend! Thank you 
to Mindframe for  
making this possible!

- Dawn Cogan, Executive Director

Rotary Club of Dubuque, Mediacom,  and the US 
Bank Foundation have shared their support of 
St. Mark programming through grants this past 
quarter. Through a partnership with First Book, the 
Rotary Club awarded St. Mark $2,000 to pur-
chase brand new books for the students to use 
as well as volunteers to read with the students. 
The Mediacom Arts and Culture Grant awarded 
$2,500 towards a spring enrichment program fo-
cused on theater and the performing arts. The US 
Bank Foundation also granted St. Mark $2,000 
to be used to support general operating funds 
during the 2014-2015 school year. Thank you so 
much for your support!

Role Play Sweet Success

Scientific Discoveries Family Time


