
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Come experience the magic of 
childhood and Santa Claus again!” 

 

 

 

 

Santa from Santa’s Village 

Phillip L. Wenz 
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“Come experience the magic of childhood and Santa Claus again!” 
 

"His eyes - how they twinkled!  His dimples, how merry!  His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!   
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, and the beard on his chin was as white as the snow!" 

 

Now Clement Clark Moore wrote these words long ago... 
but even today they are really so… 

for Christmas is fantasy when children dream... 
of Santa Claus, reindeer, and presents that gleam! 

 

Develop the Holiday Spirit for your family, employees or patrons who have been good girls and boys by inviting Santa 
to your Christmas Celebration or Special Event. Our Company provides the real-life St. Nick, plus all the magic and 

excitement his visit generates.  Make this year’s Christmas the merriest ever at a reasonable cost. 
 

Santa Claus Visits for... 
 

Corporate Parties   Schools 
Company Gatherings   Parades 
Business Promotions    Organizations 
Home Visits    Hospitals 
Residence Homes   Community Events 
Churches    All Occasions 

 

Available also for... 
 

Breakfast/Lunch with Santa 
Santa’s Children’s Church 

How St. Nicholas became Santa Program 
The History of Santa’s Village Program 

 

“Santa Claus is a World of Merry Memories in the Making!” 

 
 

Santa from Santa’s Village 

Phillip L. Wenz 
www.SantafromSantasVillage.com 

 

  

http://www.santafromsantasvillage.com/
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If ever there was a man born to be Santa Claus it is Phillip L. Wenz.  
As a four-year-old child, he donned his first Santa outfit. By the 
time he was fourteen he was in his first parade and at the ripe old  
age of twenty-three, he became the year-round Santa Claus for the  
iconic Santa’s Village theme park in Dundee, Illinois. It is an  
association he has now had for more than 25 years. He is the 
longest tenured Santa in the park’s 50 year history and as one of  
the very few full time professional Santa Clauses, he appears in  
costume at the park and at special events over 200 days a year.  
 

Wenz has appeared in over 35 Christmas Parades including the  
nationally televised parades in Chicago, Illinois and Houston,  
Texas. He has been Santa on numerous TV shows, billboards,  
commercials, and magazine covers, along with appearing at some  
of the nation’s largest corporate and civic holiday events, including 
emceeing the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremonies in both  
Chicago and Houston. As Santa he has been given the title of 
"Chicago's Very Own" by WGN-TV, awarded the 1994 Brass Ring Award for Best Theme Park Commercial by the 
International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions (IAAPA), and received the "Hats Off 2 Houston"  
award from KPRC-TV in Houston. In 2012 he was presented the “Spirit of St. Nicholas” award in Detroit, Michigan. 
 

His resume also includes work in Santa Claus, Indiana at the historic Candy Castle, consulting on Christmas 
programs, and being a published author. He is considered a leading authority and historian on the Santa Claus 
legend, history, and folklore. Wenz is, bar none, one of the most experienced Santas in the world and is the creator  
of the Santa Claus Oath, which is widely accepted by nearly every Santa portrayer across the globe. 
 

The Santa Claus Oath outlines eight principles that any portrayer of Santa Claus should follow. Wenz created the  
Oath in April 2008. The framework of the Oath was inspired by two legendary Santa Clauses, Jim Yellig of Santa 
Claus, Indiana, and Charles W. Howard of Albion, New York. The Santa Claus Oath is dedicated to both of these men. 
In March of 2009, at the worldwide Santa Claus Convention in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, Wenz gave the keynote  
speech and presented the Santa Claus Oath for the first time in public to the Santa Claus community. At the 
convention, over 650 Santas, Mrs. Clauses, and helpers recited in unison the Oath’s eight principles.  
 

As the author of the Oath and a premiere collector of Santa Claus artifacts and memorabilia, Wenz has been asked  
to confer on numerous projects in the television, film, literature, and media industries. In 2009, he developed the 
Santa Claus Oath Foundation to make his research materials and collections available to more people, companies, 
and civic organizations, including the Santa Claus community itself. The Foundation is an establishment  
specializing in the preservation and perpetuation of the Santa Claus Oath, the Santas of the past, Santa history, and 
Santa artifacts as a chronological part of the Legend of Santa Claus to educate the current and future generations of 
those who are or will be a Santa Claus in the tradition of St. Nicholas the gift giver of Myra.  
 

Wenz is also the owner of Santa Claus Productions. Established in 1989, Santa Claus Productions is the parent 
company to many of Wenz’s business to business relationships. Clients include the City of Chicago, Santa’s Village, 
Houston Downtown District, Brach’s Candy, St. Nicholas Development, Santa & Co., LLC, The Weber Group, “Nicholas 
of Myra”–Movie, “They Wore The Red Suit”–TV Documentary, ClausNet, Santa America, numerous chambers of 
commerce and business associations. Part of the company’s broad base is in the tourism and special events field  
with its public relations skills and working knowledge of the unique Santa Claus and Christmas industries. 
 

In December 2010, Wenz was bestowed with the highest honor a Santa Claus can receive; enshrinement as a  
charter member into the Santa Claus Hall of Fame in Santa Claus, Indiana. Of the original 14 honorees, including the 
first department store Santa and several men born in the 19th century, Wenz is the first living Santa to be inducted.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing Up Santa 
 

It all started in December of 1966 in Havana, Illinois, when 
a four-year-old Phillip Wenz asked his mother to help him 
make a Santa Claus outfit. Together they formed the suit by 
taking an old red flannel shirt of his father’s as a coat, a pair 
of red pajamas for the pants, and some black goulashes for 
the boots. A white handkerchief, safety pinned to a Santa 
hat, would serve as whiskers.  A “Ho, Ho, Ho” and Phillip 
was off to play. 
 

Later that day, Phillip used a pillow case as a toy sack and 
filled it with candy canes from the family Christmas 
Tree.  Sneaking out of the house and crossing the street, he 
approached the home of a family friend. To their surprise 
he entered the house unannounced and started passing out 
the candy canes. Even though they were happy to have a 
visit from Santa, they immediately phoned his mother. 
 

The four-year-old made numerous visits that Christmas to 
family and friends. His father, the administrator of a local 
hospital, allowed him to visit and pass out greetings to 
patients. A tradition that continued for 22 years until his 
father retired in 1988. 
 

In 1968 his father took over a new hospital in Watseka, 
Illinois. Phillip entered school that year and started a string 
of classroom parties that stretched to his high school 
graduation in 1981. Even by the fifth grade he was asked to 
do preschools and area nursing homes. 
 

His reputation as Santa grew by the time he entered high 
school in 1977. The local chamber of commerce asked if he 
would be interested in doing their Santa House promotion 
in downtown Watseka. Phillip said yes. At the age of 
fourteen he was in his first parade and worked in Santa’s 
House after school. Phillip worked for the Watseka Area 
Chamber of Commerce from 1977 through 1984. For eight 
years he appeared in the annual parade and visited with 
children in Santa’s House. 
   

Shortly after leaving college in 1985, Phillip was hired by 
Instant Photo Corporation of America in Deerfield, Illinois. 
His job was to train Santas and set up holiday promotions 
in the Chicago area. One of Instant Photo’s accounts in 1986 
was Santa’s Village theme park in Dundee, Illinois. This was 
the start of his year-round Santa career. In addition to the 
park, he began working major department stores, 
corporate events, and shopping malls. This added valuable 
experience to his character development. By 1989 he was 
well-known in the Chicago market and took the contract, 
with his own company, for Santa's Village as their resident 
year-round Santa.  
 

Phillip went on to a career that includes nationally 
recognized Christmas events, parades, and appearances in 
some of the nation's largest cities.  
 

 

Santa from Santa’s Village 

Phillip L. Wenz 
www.SantafromSantasVillage.com 

 

 

 

Related Websites 
 

www.SantafromSantasVillage.com 
 

www.SantaClausOath.com 
 

www.SantaClausHallofFame.com 
 

Photograph Usage, Video Usage, and Information… 
Send questions, requests, and inquires by e-mail to: 

SantafromSantasVillage@msn.com 

 

http://www.santafromsantasvillage.com/
http://www.santaclausoath.com/
http://www.santaclaushalloffame.com/
mailto:SantafromSantasVillage@msn.com


 
 

 

 

To downstater inducted into Santa Claus Hall of Fame, portraying St. Nick no laughing matter 

By Lisa Black, Tribune reporter 

6:18 PM CST, December 21, 2010 

At age 4, Phil Wenz was no bigger than an elf when he slipped on his dad's red flannel shirt and pajama pants 

and used safety pins to hold up a white kerchief beard. It was the beginning of what would become a full-time 

career as Santa Claus. 

 

The payoff came this week when Wenz, 48, learned he has been selected as a charter member of the Santa 

Claus Hall of Fame (santaclaushall.com). His portrait, along with those of 13 other famous jolly old men, will 

be displayed in an exhibit at the Santa's Candy Castle tourist attraction in — you guessed it — Santa Claus, Ind. 

Of the inaugural group, Wenz is the only living member. 

 

The downstate native has marched in parades, toured hospitals and held court for more than 20 years at Santa's 

Village in Dundee. 

 

"I probably have had a couple million people crawl across me," said Wenz, of Crescent City, about 25 miles 

south of Kankakee. 

 

With a daughter named Holly — she once joked that she could find him in any mall — Wenz takes this Santa 

stuff seriously. It takes two hours for him to make up his face and glue on a $1,500 beard and wig. 

 

"To me, it's just normal," he said. "It's the only job I have ever had." 

 

Asked what he would put on his holiday wish list, Wenz grew thoughtful. 

 

He savors the history of St. Nicholas and Christmas past. Today he receives fewer "Dear Santa" letters and 

more electronic Tweets, which are difficult for his stubby fingers to master. 

 

"There's too much commercialism," he said. "We need to slow down and look in our rearview mirror and see 

where we are going." 

Copyright © 2010, Chicago Tribune 

http://santaclaushall.com/


  

Article updated: 12/20/2010 11:43 PM | published: 12/20/2010 05:56 PM | UPI Newswire: 12/20/2010 05:05 PM  
 

 

Beloved Santa headed to the hall of fame 

By JAMEEL NAQVI  

Phil Wenz first donned the white beard and plush red hat when he was 4 years old. 

Forty-four years later, Wenz's affection for the character variously known as Kriss Kringle, Papa Noel and Father Christmas has earned him a 

trip to the Santa Claus Hall of Fame in Santa Claus, Ind. 

Wenz, who played Santa Claus at East Dundee's Santa's Village for more than 20 years, got the call Monday morning informing h im he was 

one of 14 legendary Santas who will make up the hall of fame's charter class. 

Of the 14 charter members, including the first department store Santa and several men born in the 19th century, Wenz is the only one still 

living. 

“The 13 other gentlemen have already passed on, so it's an honor,” Wenz said. “It still hasn't sunk in yet.”  

He added: “I'm 48 years old, and I've been playing Santa for 44 years. That's kind of bizarre.” 

Wenz's portrayal of Santa began in earnest in the late '70s, when he was a teenager in downstate Watseka. The local chamber of commerce 

asked him to play Santa for its annual Christmas parade and Santa House promotion. 

Wenz accepted and played Santa for the next eight years while he earned his high school diploma and college degree.  

Shortly after graduating, Wenz was hired by the Instant Photo Corp., which led in 1986 to Wenz becoming full-time Santa at Santa's Village. 

The gig at Santa's Village led to numerous appearances in parades, corporate events and television specials. Although Santa's  Village closed 

in 2006, Wenz has continued to play Santa full time, including around 60 appearances each year during the holiday season. 

In his 40 years in character, Wenz has watched the growing commercialization of Christmas and Santa Claus.  

“I think Santa can get overexposed,” Wenz mused. “Anything in excess is not a good thing. Sometimes the magic is taken away.” 

But Wenz has also seen Santa weather the advances of the electronic age, with kids now texting their wish lists and asking for expensive 

gadgets like iPods. 

“He'll adjust to the times,” Wenz said. “Everybody does.” 

Copyright © 2010 Paddock Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.  
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SANTA’S VILLAGE 
PHILLIP L. WENZ 

 

Since 1959, Santa’s Village in Dundee, has entertained 

millions. The park was born of a man who as a child had no 

real Christmas. Glenn Holland grew up in California during 

the Great Depression. His parents died by the time he was 

18 years old, leaving him to care for his younger sister. As 

a father, he tried to give his own children the type of 

Christmas that he only knew in his dreams. In the early 

1950s, struck with inspiration, Holland sat at his kitchen 

table one day and started to sketch his idea for a Christmas 

fairyland where all the magic of the holiday would come to 

life: Santa’s Village. Holland and general contractor 

Putnam Henck built three Santa’s Villages, two in 

California and one in Dundee. 

  

Phillip L. Wenz is the Dundee Park’s resident Santa Claus 

and official historian. Besides his duties at Santa’s Village, 

Wenz has been seen in numerous televised parades and 

national holiday events. Utilizing his personal collection of 

pictures, memorabilia, and rare park photographs, readers 

can once again reminisce about the fun of Santa’s Village 

throughout the years. It is all here, the Christmas Tree Ride, 

the twirling Snowballs, Santa’s House, and the Frozen 

North Pole. www.arcadiapublishing.com 

 

 

SANTA’S VILLAGE-GONE WILD! 
CHRISTOPHER DEARMAN 

Forward by Phillip L. Wenz 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SANTA'S VILLAGE - GONE WILD! Is a revealing look 

at some of the fun, hilarious and outrageous stories that 

took place during the nearly fifty years Santa's Village in 

Dundee, Illinois was open. Summers spent working at 

Santa's Village was a rite of passage for thousands of high 

school kids growing up in the Chicago suburbs. It was to 

teach responsibility and life lessons, while bridging the gap 

from adolescence to adulthood in a safe environment. The 

book is a window into the past to see some of the coming 

of age stories that could only happened if you were one of 

the lucky ones to work at Santa's summertime home. 

 

A must read for anyone that ever visited the amusement 

park, or for those just curious to know what goes on 

behind-the-scenes of one. www.santasvillagegonewild.com 

  



 



 


