Chapter Questions for Lord of the Flies  

Chapter 1: “The Sound of the Shell” - Answer all questions if you earned below 50%
1.  Where were the boys going in the plane?  Describe what happened to it.

2.  Describe the island where the boys landed.  What created the “Scar” on the island?

3.  What does Piggy find?  How is it used?

4.  Who is chosen to be the chief?  Why?

5.  How does Jack wish to contribute to the survival of the boys?

Chapter 2:  “Fire on the Mountain”

1.  What are the rules that the boys make up?

2.  What did the littl’un with the birthmark claim to see?  What was the reaction of the group?

3.  What idea did Ralph come up with?  How was the idea carried out?

4.  What was the result of the boys’ carelessness?  Who suffered the most?

Chapter 3:  “Huts on the Beach”

1.  What have Ralph and Simon been doing at the beginning of Chapter 3?  What are the rest of 
     the boys doing?

2.  What does Ralph think is the most important thing that needs to be addressed on the island?  
     What is his complaint?

3.  What does Jack think is the most important?

4.  What does Simon do while the other boys are fighting?  How is he different from the majority 
     of the other characters?

5.  Describe the spot Simon finds in the jungle.  Why is this place significant to his character?


Chapter 4: “Painted Faces and Long Hair” Answer chapter 4-12 questions if you earned an E
1.  Describe Roger’s actions.  What do they say about his character?

2.  What is spotted while the boys are swimming?  Why doesn’t it respond?

3.  Why is Jack so excited when he first re-joins the boys in this chapter?  How do you think this 
     will lead to the division of the boys?
4.  What happens when Jack punches Piggy?  Why is this significant?

5.  Describe the wild dance that is performed around the fire.  

Chapter 5:  “Beast From Water”

1.  What are the littl’uns preoccupied with in t his chapter?  How do the older boys respond to 
     their concerns?  What is the thing in reality?

2.  How does Simon attempt to settle the matter of the littl’uns’ concerns?  What deeper meaning 
     is implied when Simon says that there may be a beast, but “it’s only us”?

3.  What point does Jack bring up during the assembly?  What are his reasons for thinking this way?

4.  What do the hunters do after breaking up the assembly?

Chapter 6:  “Beast From Air”

1.  Describe what came down from the sky.  What had happened?

2.  Who sees the “Beast From the Air” first?  Why do they think it is a beast?  What is it in reality?

3.  What is the assembly’s reaction to the news brought to them?  What does Jack suggest?

4.  What do the hunters discover while they are out looking for the beast?  What does Jack think 
     of this?

Chapter 7:  “Shadows and Tall Trees” – Answer all questions on this page if you earned a D
1.  What is on Ralph’s mind at the beginning of this chapter?  Who attempts to reassure him?

2.  How is the dance in Chapter 7 different from previous dances?  Who joins in?  How is this 
     evidence that the hunters are becoming more brutal and dangerous?

3.  Jack scales the mountain in order to get a better view.  What does he think he sees?  What is it 
     in actuality?

Chapter 8:  “Gift For the Darkness”

1.  Most of the boys decided to leave with Jack.  Who are the boys that have stayed with Ralph?

2.  What do the hunters discover while out in the forest?  What do they do with their discovery?  

3.  What does Simon encounter while out walking in the forest?   What name does he give it and why?

4.  Describe the “conversation” Simon has in the forest.

Chapter 9:  “A View to a Death”

1.  How does the thunderstorm play an important factor in the events of this chapter?

2.  Why do the boys insist on following Jack?  

3.  Describe the ritual around the fire.  How has this event been escalating throughout the novel?  
     How is the dehumanization of the boys coming to a climax?

4.  How was the “prophecy” of the Lord of the Flies fulfilled?


Chapter 10:  “The Shell and the Glasses” – Answer these three if you earned a C
1.  Give specific examples of how savage Jack has become by Chapter 10.  

2.  What are Jack and the hunters looking for when they invade the shelter of Ralph, Piggy and 
     Samneric? How does this symbolize a disappearance of order and clear-sightedness? 

Chapter 11:  “Castle Rock”

1.  What does Jack do in response to Ralph’s attempting to call an assembly?

2.  Summarize Piggy’s speech to the boys.  How do the boys react to him?

3.  What is Roger’s response to Piggy’s speech?  How does the event symbolize the 
     disappearance of some of the last remnants of democracy?

Chapter 12:  “Cry of the Hunters”

1.  What is now the target of the boys’ hunting?  Who acts as a betrayer?  Why?

2.  What do the hunters do out of desperation?  What is the eventual outcome of this?

3.  How does the world of the island mirror the “real” world once the boys are rescued by the 
     Naval officer?

