A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen

If you scored a   C on the test,  answer questions 1-15 thoroughly.

If you scored a   D on the test, answer questions 1-20 thoroughly.

If you scored an E on the test,  answer questions 1-25 thoroughly.

  1. Describe Torvald's attitude towards his wife Nora. 

A. How does he view her? 

B. How does he treat her? 

C. Does his attitude change? 

  2. Who has more power in the relationship and why? 

  3. Discuss the sources of Torvald's power. 

  4. Discuss the sources of Nora's power. 
  5. Describe Nora's attitude towards Torvald. 

  6. Trace how it changes and why. 

  7. What finally leads to her decision to leave? 
  8. What is the role of Dr. Rank in the play? 

  9. What would the play lack without him? 
10. Compare the relationship between Mrs. Linde and Nils Krogstad with that between Nora and Torvald. 

11. How does this first relationship help shape what the play is saying about marriage? 
12. Nora, Mrs. Linde and Anna, the nurse, have all been in difficult situations for lack of money. How are their 

      experiences similar?

13. How are they different? 

14. What is the play saying about social class and about money? 

15. In what other ways does the play extend its social criticism beyond criticism of relationship between men 

      and women and of the institution of marriage? 
16. Speculate on what happens to Nora after she slams the door.  Outline the next ten years of her life. 
17. Some critics have complained that Nora's clear and impassioned declarations in the last quarter of Act III as 
      well as her bold decision to leave her husband and children seem improbable coming from the character 
      we've seen up until then.  Explain why you agree or disagree? 
18. "A Doll's House" was extremely controversial, and one famous actress in Germany refused to play Nora 
      unless the ending was changed. Since Ibsen had no control over how the play was performed in Germany, 
      he wrote an alternate ending himself, in which Torvald makes Nora takes a last look at their children before 
      leaving and, seeing them, she loses her will to go. Ibsen called this new ending a "barbaric outrage," but 
      critic Otto Reinert suggests that the German version might be "a stronger indictment of male society" than 
      the original. Discuss what he might have meant by "a stronger indictment of male society" than the original 

      and whether you agree. 
19. A. What is and is not dated about the 1879 play? 
      B. What might need to be different in a similar play written today? 

20. How does the play present the idea that moral corruption may be passed from generation to generation.

      A. Krogstad and his sons 
      B. Nora and her children 
      C. Nora and her father 

      D. Dr. Rank.
21. Some critics have argued that an accurate translation of the title would be "doll house," implying that all of 

      the characters (not just Nora) are dolls.  Argue for or against this translation.  
22. Rank the characters in order of virtue, explaining which moral quality you think each person embodies and 
      why.

23. Who is the play's protagonist? Antagonist? Explain.
24. Is A Dollhouse a comedy, a tragedy, or both? Explain.

25. In seeing the play as tragedy explain how the play portrays the four elements of this genre: 

A.    an act of shame or horror 

C.    an increase in knowledge or awareness
       B.    a consequent intense suffering

D.    a reaffirmation of life's value

