
THE CHIMES 

When I stand before 

God at the end of my 

life, I would hope that 

I would not have a  

single bit of talent 

left, and could say, 'I 

used everything you  

gave me' 

 

- Erma Bombeck  

 

Email us!  Or call us at 815-436-9441 

 Emmy Odean, Youth Minister 

Emmy.Odean@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone:  Press *8 then 16#  

 Janet Jones, Minister of Music 

Janet.Jones@PlainfieldUCC.org 

 Sharon Kuzel, Interim Secretary 

Secretary@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone Option 1 

 Jan King, Preschool Director 

Apple.Tree@PlainfieldUCC.org, Option 3 

 Financial Team 

Financial.Team@PlainfieldUCC.org 

We are BUSY! 
There is so much going on at church!  And you get to read about it 

here!  In this month’s issue, we have information on: 

Back Bay Mission Trip   Prayer Shawls 

Blessing Bucket     VBS 

Communion Sacrament  Website updates 

FRB         And more! 

And more!  We are also highlighting a new member or friend each 

month starting with our newest member.  Curious?  You can read 

about her on page 3.  We all have an interesting story to tell, and 

now you can read hers and then congratulate her next time you see 

her at church. 
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Communion 
The church observes Sacred 

Communion the first Sunday of each 

month.  Any elderly, home-bound or 

convalescent members, associates, or 

friends of the church who would like the 

Sacrament of Communion shared with 

them at their home or the hospital are 

invited to call Rev. Bob Cetina at 815-

744-2121, Rev. Dick Hoblin at 815-439-

1298 or the church secretary at 815-436-9441 to request this Sacrament.  You 

may also contact the office via email, regular mail or stop by during office hours. 

We all need to care for one another.  It is good if the church’s caring ministry and 

the congregation’s presence reach out in this wider inclusive circle.  Or, if you are 

an individual, a family, or a household that would like a pastoral visit without 

communion, please contact us as well.  Rev. Cetina and Rev. Hoblin are retired, 

ordained UCC ministers who are both members of the church.  They are handling 

pastoral matters along with Emmy Odean, our Youth Minister/Summer Interim 

Minister until we have an Interim Minister in place. 

Crayon Project 
Lori Okon was inspired by the crayons that continue to show up in the basket at 

the base of the cross in the back of the sanctuary, and has decided to continue 

her candle making project.  All colors of crayons are welcome!  If you have any 

questions, contact Lori via email at:  sociologyteach@aol.com 

College Light Team 
If your son or daughter is headed to college in the fall, the College Light Team 

would like to know!  They send goodie packages to our college kids.  See Sally 

Noble, Sue Davis or Pat Herman to be a part of this loving ministry. 

Financial Update from Pat 
The reason these numbers for May look better than April’s numbers is because 

we transferred over the $10,000 from the Land Reserve Fund.  Summer is a lean 

time for all churches, but we appreciate your dedication to our church.  

 

 

4th: Bonnie McBeth 

5th:  Ranae Loghry 

7th: Clint Hancock 

12th: Max Holzapfel 

15th:  Dean Herman 

16th:  Dorothy Peel 

19th:  Annette Simonich 

20th:  Ken Simonich 

      & Vanessa Holloway 

21st:  Daniel Cook & 

   Maddy Holloway 

22nd:  Scott Dickrell 

25th:  Lori Okon 

26th:  Darrell Herman 

27th:  James Andry 

Financial Report for May 2013 

          

  May 2013 Year to Date 
Monthly 
Budget 

Budget Year 
To Date 

Total Income $23,035 $73,807 $14,998  $74,194 

Total Expenses $ 9,518 $73,343  $ 9,518 $75,730 

Income/ (LOSS) $13,517 $      464 $ 5,480 ($1,536) 



 

Take Note: 

Blessing Bucket: 

June’s donations were 

sent to Strengthen the 

Church.  July’s will be 

going to Back Bay 

Mission. Donations still 

welcome!  See Dick 

Hoblin or Emmy Odean. 

Book Club:  Tuesdays 

from 3:30 to 4:30 in the 

Lounge.  Join us for fun 

and thought-provoking 

conversation. -  Emmy 

Monthly Calendar—go 

to go plainfielducc.org 

and you can print and 

download a copy! 

Recycle!  We just sent a 

full box of used ink jet 

printer cartridges in for 

reimbursement and are 

well on our way to a 2nd 

box.  The box for 

donating your used ink jet 

cartridges is in the office 

on top of the filing 

cabinets.  Bring ‘em in! 

VBS:  Thank you to all 

who made this year’s 

VBS so joyous and 

successful.  We had over 

30 children attend.  A 

special thanks to the 

Coetzee family and 

Darrell and Pat Herman 

who put great effort into 

transforming our church 

into a fun-filled circus 

atmosphere. 

 

Prayer Shawls 
The prayer shawl ministry of our church has begun to disperse the shawls within 
our church community and beyond.  The first four shawls were  gifted to 
individuals the ministry team was aware of needing the comfort of a shawl.   All 
shawls will be blessed by the congregation during worship and you can come up 
to the altar and lay your hands on them and offer your prayers over the shawls 
after worship.  If you are aware of a family member, friend or co-worker who is in 
need of a prayer shawl, please let the church office know or contact Marty Cetina 
(815-744-2121) or MartyGBC@aol.com. 

“Coming Home 
Bazaar” is 

Coming! 
This is the new name of our 

annual fund-raising sale and 

we need YOU!  We will be 

celebrating the holidays of Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas and need 

items to sell that will fall into those categories.  Will you help?  Can you sew, knit, 

crochet, craft in 1 or more media  (woodwork etc.)?  Do you make wreaths, 

autumnal items, scarecrows, pumpkins?  Or table decorations, turkeys, napkins 

etc.?  How about Santas, Advent calendars, games, decorations? The list goes 

on and on.  Would you like to volunteer to contact publications for advertising or 

to solicit gifts for our famous raffle baskets?  There is something for everyone to 

contribute.  If you need more info, call Moireen@ 815-730-0832 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Member Sarah Keib! 
Sarah Keib is our newest member at PCUCC.  Although she has been a regular 

here for the last 6 years, she just became an official member and received the 

Sacrament of Baptism in June 2013. 

Sarah currently lives in Joliet and is studying Finance and Accounting at Lewis 

University.  Her interest in finance gives her the desire to work with the Financial 

Team here at church.  

Sarah has also shared her talent on the violin with us several times as special 

music during our worship service.  She was drawn to our church by the Youth 

Group, and still very much enjoys working with them as well. 

Welcome Sarah.  We are blessed by your presence. 



 

 

Take More Notes: 

Volunteer! - Thank you and 

welcome to Craig Theimer 

who recently joined the 

Counting Team!  Bless you 

Craig. 

Shopping List: Next time 

you are at the store, consider 

buying an extra roll of paper 

towel or package of toilet 

paper to donate to the 

church.  We go through paper 

products at an alarming rate 

here at church, and the 

angels who keep our paper 

products in stock could use a 

little help now and then.   

Thank you. 

Keeping it Clean:  

Remember that we have five 

rental groups that use our 

church weekly from Monday 

nights through Saturday 

mornings.  Please keep 

things tidied up so that when 

they use Fellowship Hall, or 

the Kids Quest room, or the 

kitchen and bathrooms that 

we give them our 

extravagant, “tidy” welcome! 

Check out our Remodeled Web Site! 
We have been busy updating our church’s web site in anticipation of the 

increased traffic once we have officially advertised for our new Interim and/or 

Permanent Pastor.  You really have to check it out!  www.plainfielducc.org is 

the place! 

If you see anything that needs updating or would like to suggest additional 

content, please let Janet Jones (Janet.Jones@plainfielducc.org) or Bob 

Taylor (citadel1336@aol.com) know.  Thank you! 

The Youth Group Summer Retreat  

is Almost Here!  

It's time for swimming, boating, tubing, water skiing, playing pool, going to 

the beach, playing cards, watching movies, having outdoor worship, and 

whatever else we can fit into our annual three-day retreat. This year's retreat 

kicks off with our departure from 

the church parking lot at 1:00pm 

on Saturday, July 27; we'll return 

at 6:00pm on Monday, July 29. 

Cost is $30 (with full and partial 

scholarships available) and 

packing lists are available from 

Emmy Odean. Please have your 

permission slip turned in to the 

church office by Sunday, July 14. 

See you on the water! 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 
To all who were involved in the 

SURPRISE celebration of my 

graduation from the Masters in 

Writing and Publishing program at 

DePaul University on Sunday, June 

23. The flowers, cake, cards, and 

generous collected gift put a smile on 

my face that lingers still. I am blessed 

to work for such a loving 

congregation. I am grateful for the 

support and encouragement I receive 

from PCUCC in all of my endeavors. 

Thank you, one and all, for the 

congratulations and for being such a 

positive presence in my life!  -Emmy 



Foods Resource Bank Mission   
July 2013 

 

Forrest / Plainfield / River Forest / Wheaton 

2013 Growing Project                    

  

 

         The Forrest crop is doing well considering all the rain and weather we had this spring.  They did have to replant 
several acres due to the flooding, but they are growing good now.  I have talked with Jerry Austman and the corn 
should make the proverbial “knee high by the 4th of July”.  They are at the point now where they are starting to need 
some rain.  We are praying for good weather for the remainder of the growing season.  

The All Church FRB Sponsorship from the weekly Blessing Bucket in May sponsored 3/8ths of an acre.  The Bless-
ing Bucket contributions were shared equally with the General Fund for May. 

Our Goal: sponsor all of the 50 acres donated by the Forrest Farmers.  Sponsorship for one acre is $220 and 
can be paid anytime before November 3, 2013.  Can’t swing a whole acre?  Yes, you can sponsor ½ or even ¼ of an 
acre.   For your convenience, there are sponsorship forms on the back table in the sanctuary.  You may also sign up 
directly on the signup sheet found on the FRB Bulletin Board.  THERE ARE STILL ACRES AVAILABLE TO SPON-
SOR. 

Please see our 2013 Foods Resource Bank Growing Project bulletin board in the Narthex.   Watch the ears of corn 
increase on "Our 50 Acre Corn Field" acreage matrix as the sponsorships increase.  Please sponsor with an amount 
you are most comfortable.  We will even accept sponsorships from people outside our church if your family, friends 
and neighbors would be interested.  Merely write your check to our church and indicate "FRB Growing Project" in the 
memo line.  Sign up for your acres soon.   

Thank you for your sponsorships.  

======================================================== 

2013  FRB Growing Project 

I would like to sponsor __________ acre(s) in the amount of $ _____________ in our 2013 Foods Re-
source Bank Growing Project. 

 

3 Acres   =      $660.00        1 Acre   =       $220.00           1 /2 A    =      $110.00  

2 1/2  A   =      $550.00        7/8 A    =       $192.50         3/8 A     =      $  82.50  

2 Acres    =      $440.00        3/4 A    =       $165.00         1/4 A     =      $  55.00   

1 1/2  A   =      $330.00        5/8 A    =        $137.50         1/8 A     =      $  27.50 

 

Signed    ________________________________________       Date  ___________ 

Foods Resource Bank is a Christian response to world hunger.  Land financed by the Urban Church is planted, ferti-
lized, farmed and harvested by the Rural Church.  The crop is converted into cash.  The cash is used to purchase 
seeds, fertilizer, tools, dig wells, etc. in emerging countries to help people there grow their own food and allow them 
to know the pride and dignity of feeding themselves. 



Coming soon to The 

Chimes: 

Minister Messages 

Governing “Boardcast” 

News Updates 

Attendance Records in 

“News from the Pews” 

Member Bios 

Your ideas?? 

 

 

On July 6th, twelve members 

and friends of our church, both 

young people and adults,  will 

leave for Biloxi MS for a week's 

work at our denomination's Back 

Bay Mission.  

Dane Chapman  Pat Herman  Rachael Rayas  Wanda Slocumb 

Dayan Hancock  Skylar Newman  Annalyce Perona  Zuri Slocumb 

Joshua Hancock  Emmy Odean  Genesis Slocumb  Karin Williams 

   

The mission is located in the poorest part of Biloxi, a  hurricane target of the 

poorest state in the union. For over 80 years the Mission has reached out as did 

Christ's good Samaritan, offering material assistance, encouragement and hope to 

successive generations of those deprived, ignored or rejected.   Work campers 

from northern churches have repaired homes, built houses for the homeless, and 

reached out to others in Christian love.  Each of our group has borne part of the 

trip's expense, the rest of which has come from others in our congregation and 

also from our Memorial Fund.  On June 23rd, the group was formally 

commissioned, receiving our blessing, prayer and appreciation.  

Plainfield Congregational United Church of Christ 

24020 W Fraser Rd 

Plainfield, IL 60586 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

No matter who you are or where you are on your  journey, you are welcome here. 


