
THE CHIMES 
 

The Time Between  
A Monthly Column by Pastor Bob Stout, 

Interim Minister 
GREETINGS TO YOU ALL!  I am truly humbled and 
genuinely honored to have been called to walk with you during 
this continuing, sensitive, and critical time between settled 
pastors. The third chapter of The Book of Ecclesiastes has a 
wonderfully rhythmic poem about time that begins: “For 
everything there is a season and a time for every matter 
under heaven…” and then it goes on to recite the many 
seasons and times we experience in the course of a lifetime, 
many of which may well come into play during this time 

between that we are entering together.   

I’ve come to appreciate the term, the time between, as an appropriate description of every 
congregation involved in a leadership transition.  This is the time between settled pastors, so why not 
just call it the time between. “Interim Period” seems clinical and clumsy and it sounds too much like 
“intern period” which it isn’t, so I’m going to continue to refer to this as the time between and adopt it 

as the heading for a monthly column here in The Chimes. 

It has been my experience that this time between works best for me if I dedicate myself to two basic 
principles, COLLABORATION and TRANSPARENCY.   This column will provide me with a regular 
opportunity to present and elaborate on these two principles. I’m hoping that we’ll all seek to find 

appropriate ways to dedicate ourselves to these two basic principles throughout this time between.   

When I went through the Interim Ministry Network Training sessions ten years ago I was expecting to 
walk away with a REALLY BIG BAG OF TRICKS that I could walk into any congregation in transition, 
dump out on the table and say… 

“Here I am!  I’m the Interim Minister Magician!  Which one of my amazing tricks in  this 

REALLY BIG BAG OF TRICKS do you want to see first?” 

Much to my chagrin that’s not what happened.  Instead they gave us a REALLY BIG 

QUESTION to ask as we entered the life of a congregation during this time between:  

”What does this congregation need to do to be ready to call and  
welcome its next settled pastor?” 
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 I wanted to look the training faculty straight in the eye and 
protest! 

“Say what?  I was expecting to receive a REALLY BIG BAG 
OF TRICKS and instead you give me this REALLY BIG 

QUESTION!” 

All joking aside, their recommended approach makes sense.  
No one knows a congregation better than its own members.  
There are no tricks required to navigate the time between.  
What is required is COLLABORATION between the Interim 
Minister and the congregation-at-large and full 
TRANSPARENCY on the part of everyone involved to find 
the process that will lead us to the answers to that REALLY 
BIG QUESTION.  We’ll start working on discerning that 
process as soon as possible.  But make no mistake about it, 
that work will take time and commitment not only from the lay 
leadership and the Interim Minister, but a broad spectrum of the 
congregation-at-large.   

Much time has already passed without any productive work on 
that REALLY BIG QUESTION.  Unfortunate as that is, we can’t 
hold out for a better past, we can only dedicate ourselves to a 
more productive future as we step into the next phase of the 

time between.   

This congregation has been around since 1834…179 years!  
That is a remarkable history and heritage! I don’t think God is 
done with you yet.  You are in the middle of a growing 
community and the world is whizzing by you on Rt. 59 every 
day. Let’s get busy and start walking together through this Time 
Between toward the next chapter in the long history of 
Plainfield Congregational United Church of Christ.   

BLESSINGS AND PEACE,  Pastor Bob 

 

2nd:  David Sarrazin 

4th:  Stephanie Haub & 

  Janet Richard 

5th:  Kimberly Perona & 

  Christina Kreftmeyer 

9th:   Valerie Sarrazin 

10th:  Zuri Slocumb 

16th:  Amy Lee 

17th:  Heidi Rayas 

18th:  Dani Shannon 

19th:  Karen Breese & 

  Bill Miller 

21st:  Linda Gallo & 

    Tertius Coetzee 

31st:   Eileen Diercks 



 

Calendar 

Calling 

New Members Class! 

If you are interested in 

joining our church, we are 

scheduling a new 

members class.  Please 

contact the church office 

for more details. 

Chancel Choir is Back!    

All are welcome to join us 

from 9 to 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday mornings for a 

one hour practice prior to 

service .  Contact Janet 

for details. 

Book Club:  Mondays 

from 3:30 to 4:30 in the 

Lounge.  Join us for fun 

and thought-provoking 

conversation. -  Contact 

Emmy for details. 

Coming Home Bazaar:   

October 12th from 9 am 

to 3 pm.  Set up is Friday, 

October 11th starting at 9 

am. 

Pluck Dynasty:  

October 27th, 5—7 pm.   

Our celebration of who 

we are, where we’ve 

been, and where we are 

going, by sharing a 

simple meal together with 

love and laughter. 

Complete Monthly 

Calendar:   

For a copy of the 

complete monthly 

calendar, go to 

plainfielducc.org and you 

can print and download a 

copy! 

Don’t let them  
go to waste: 

Use Your Talents! 
Less than two weeks to our annual fall fund 

raising festival—the “Coming Home 

Bazaar.”  Your help is needed to make this 

church event a success!  Wherever your 

talents lie—set-up, clean-up, serving, 

selling, publicity, or craft/basket making—please sign up in Fellowship Hall 

TODAY or contact Moireen Taylor. 

Prayer Shawls 
In July, four prayer shawls were shared in the community.  One went to a nursing 

home resident, two went to persons recovering from surgery and one went to a 

newborn baby.  In three months a total of 21 prayers shawls have been wrapping 

others in love and comfort. 

We want to thank the congregation for the blessing bucket funds collected in 

August.  Yarn for several shawls will be purchased with the funds. 

Our group meets every Tuesday morning from 9:30-11:00 am in the Kids Quest 

room.  Come whenever you can for fellowship and stitching. 

 

To request a prayer shawl, contact the church office or Marty Cetina at 815-744-

2121 or by e-mail at MartyGBC@aol.com. 

 

Financial Team Update 
A warm welcome to our new Interim Minister, Pastor 

Bob! 

Please continue to support our church.  We will work 

our way our of financial difficulties! 

Financial Report for August 2013 

          

  August 2013 Year to Date 
Monthly 
Budget 

Budget Year 
To Date 

Income (less 
10K from Land 
Reserve) 

 $102,058 
-$ 10,000 

  

Total Income $9,507 $92,058 $12,498 $111,687 

Total Expenses $9,533 $106,600 $16,206 $129,147 

Income/ (LOSS) ($   26) ($14,542) ($3,708) ($17,460) 



 

Blessing Bucket 
 
September’s donations were 
given  to the UCC 
sponsored Neighbors in 
Need. 
 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED  is a 
special mission offering of 
the national UCC that 
supports ministries of 
justice and compassion 
throughout the United 
States.  One-third of NIN 
funds is administered by 
the Council for American 
Indian Ministries, 
strengthening the twenty 
UCC Native American 
congregations in the upper 
mid-west.  The remaining 
two-thirds funds a variety 
of justice initiatives and 
direct service projects.  In 
this way, we extend 
practical Christian love to 

thousands.   

 

 

October’s donations will be 
given  to  FRB. (see info at 

top left) 

Foods Resource Bank Mission 

October  2013 

Forrest / Plainfield / River Forest / Wheaton  

2013 Growing Project 

As of this writing we are only a few days away 

from our 2013 FRB Fall Celebration.  The theme is 

a County Fair with exhibits, food, home baked 

goods auction and other activities.  We are 

hoping for a good attendance from all four 

churches and of course, good weather for 

outdoor activities. 

If you haven’t signed up to sponsor some acreage, please do so the 

next time you are at the church.  We still have about thirty acres 

available for sponsorship.  Forrest has donated 50 acres again this 

year.  It is also time to pay for your sponsorship if you haven’t yet.  

Again make your check payable to the church and put FRB in the memo 

line. 

The Forrest corn crop is pretty good this year even though there was a 

shortage in rain fall.  Jerry Austman has not given me any predictions 

as to the expected yield.  The rain fall was spotty in that part of 

Livingston County as will be the yield. 

There will be more to report next month in the Chimes. 

Foods Resource Bank is a Christian response to world hunger.  Land 

financed by the Urban Church is planted, fertilized, farmed and 

harvested by the Rural Church.  The crop is converted into cash.  The 

cash is used to purchase seeds, fertilizer, and tools, dig wells, etc. in 

emerging countries to help people there grow their own food and allow 

them to know the pride and dignity of feeding themselves through 

programs of sustainable, small-scale, agricultural production. 

 

Joliet Hope Center, Inc. NOW OPEN!  
The Joliet Hope Center is a non-profit community assistance program 

providing food and household items to qualifying members.  They offer 

a long term self-sufficiency solution to families and individuals 

struggling to fulfill their basic needs.  ALL ARE WELCOME, no matter 

where you live. 

They are accepting membership applications with a photo ID and a 

$5.00 cash annual fee at 511 Oakleaf Ct, Unit A, Joliet, IL (the 

warehouse behind the post office off of McDonough Rd, east of 

Hammes).  For more information, visit their website at 

www.handsofhope4u.org.   



Kids Quest STILL Needs YOU 
The Kids Quest program started the 

new year on September 8th, but we 

could still use your help.  Last year we 

did not have enough teachers/work 

shop leaders to have more than 1 Kids 

Quest class per week.  The best way to 

lead the program is to have 2 classes 

each week; one for the K thru 3rd 

graders and one for the 4th thru 6th 

graders.  This is easier for the work 

shop leaders and better for the 

children.   

Here is where YOU come in! Leading a workshop can be a lot of fun; each 

month we have workshop curriculum for arts, cooking, games, music, story 

telling, drama and movies. The program we use, Power Xpress gives you 4 to 

6 activity suggestions for each type of workshop. The prep. time to lead a class 

is usually about an hour, and you lead the class for about 45 minutes during 

Sunday worship.  That's all there is to it!   You choose which work shop you 

would like to lead and which age group children you enjoy working with most 

and I will provide the curriculum and any supplies you need.  You do not need 

a back ground in education to lead a work shop, the only thing I believe you 

need is to enjoy being with children.  Please consider sharing your time and 

talent with our children this year. 

To volunteer please contact Linda Brauer at 815 260-4116 or via email at 

LindaBrauer@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

 

 

You are confined 

only by the  

walls you build 

yourself. 

 

- Unknown 

Email us!  Or call us at 815-436-9441 

 Pastor Bob Stout, Interim Minister 

Interim.Pastor@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone Option 2 

 Emmy Odean, Youth Minister 

Emmy.Odean@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone:  Press *8 then 16#  

 Janet Jones, Minister of Music 

Janet.Jones@PlainfieldUCC.org 

 Sharon Kuzel, Interim Secretary 

Secretary@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone Option 1 

 Jan King, Preschool Director 

Apple.Tree@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone Option 3 

 Financial Team 

Financial.Team@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone Option 6 



 

Remember the old fashioned church bazaars where everyone from town looked 

forward to see what the women had made plus enjoy lunch with their friends?  This is 

the opportunity to revisit that fun and happy time. 

Saturday, Oct. 12
th

, 9a.m. to 3p.m. needs to go on your calendar.  New and 

unusual arts and crafts, homemade cookies and bakeries, and a scrumptious soup 

lunch will all be ready for you to enjoy and purchase. Come home to the small town 

closeness you long to embrace.  And bring your friends! 

Join us at Plainfield Congregational United Church of Christ at the corner of Rt. 59 

and Fraser Rd., (one mile south of Renwick Rd.) 

Plainfield Congregational United Church of Christ 

24020 W Fraser Rd 

Plainfield, IL 60586 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

No matter who you are or where you are on your  journey, you are welcome here. 

You won’t 

want to 

miss it! 

Shop, eat 

some 

homemade 

soup, then 

shop some 

more! 


