
THE CHIMES 
 

Message FOR Emmy and Robin, and maybe the rest of us too…. 

The message FROM Emmy last month was about 

dreaming...dreaming BIG.  As a country, we collectively 

reflected this past month on Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a 

Dream” speech from 50 years past.  I heard recently on the 

radio how when MLK was in need of inspiration and 

rejuvenation of spirit he would call Mahalia Jackson and have 

her sing to him over the phone.  Because of their deep 

mutual respect for one another, she was with him in 

Washington to witness his now infamous speech on the steps 

of the Lincoln Memorial.  He was reading from his prepared 

speech on the podium when Mahalia shouted across the 

stage “Tell ‘em about the dream, Martin!  Tell ‘em about the 

dream!”  He paused, then MLK subtly moved his papers off to 

the side, grabbed the podium with both hands, leaned in and 

let his spirit sing out the words of one of the most iconic 

speeches of the last hundred years.  She inspired him in that 

moment,  he inspired the rest of us for a lifetime. 

This month we are witness to not one, but two incredible 

women from our small but mighty congregation who are each taking action to realize their dreams.  

They are busy women: one a bride to be, working woman and mentor to our youth; one a wife and 

mother of five kids in five different schools.  No telling how many “to-do’s” are written on their 

respective calendars!  But here they are on their first day at Chicago Theological Seminary, following 

where God’s still-speaking voice is leading them.  Trusting.  Being OK with not knowing how it will all 

get done, but acting on their dreams anyway.  They inspire us.  We pray for them: 

Dear God of all possibility, thank you for the dreams of people who are brave enough to share their 

words; and who set an example through positive, life-affirming actions.  Bless Emmy and Robin in 

each of their journeys.  And help us all to be “act-ors” for our own dreams.  Amen. 

Dream BIG.  Share your vision.  Become an “act-or.”  Then enjoy  great  results. Blessings, Sharon 
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All Congregation 

Meeting on 9/22/13 

Please join us for an all congregation 
meeting immediately after worship on 
9/22/13.  Agenda items are: 

 Financial Reports 

 Flags in Sanctuary 

 Governing Board Executive Sessions 

Crafts & People Needed: 
Calling all Craft Enthusiasts!  Can you make:  oven 

mitts, hot pads, advent calendars, walker bags, 

seasonal table runners, ornaments, etc.?  Can you 

help by donating items or coordinate donations for 

raffle baskets?  Perhaps your talent lies in 

assembling and wrapping raffle baskets?  

Everyone’s help is needed to make our  annual 

fund raising event a success!  Please sign up in 

Fellowship Hall TODAY or contact Moireen Taylor. 

Speaking of Crafts: 
Lori Okon is still looking for old candles and pinecones so that she 
can make her craft contributions for the Coming Home craft fair.  If 
you have any you can contribute, please bring them to church.  
There is a plastic tub for the pinecones and the candles can be 
placed in the bowl at the back of the sanctuary. 

Financial Team Update 
Use of 10K from Land Reserve changes the YTD loss from $14,720 to $4,720.  

September begins $2,500 income from Apple Tree which adversely affected our 

income.  Hopefully Fall will bring our numbers into a positive frame.  Budget YTD 

does include salary of interim Pastor since it was approved in January 2013. 

 

1st:  Tina Andry & 

      Paul Jones 

2nd:  Andrew Parpart 

5th:  Gail Belletire 

6th:  Marisa Brauer 

7th:   Mitchell Chapman 

8th:  Scott Parisi & 

  Madison Andry 

9th:   Pat Herman & 

  John Perona 

11th:  Guy Pennington 

12th:  Katie Rossmiller 

13th:  David McBeth 

15th:  Otto Bosman 

16th:  Adam Cook 

17th:  Kennedy Dickrell 

18th:  Mary Domanus 

19th:   Dominick Perona 

20th:    Darrell Stalnaker 

22nd:   Juilee Parpart,  

   Alexis Perona &  

   Genesis Slocumb 

25th:    Skylar Newman 

26th:  Dustyn Perona 

Financial Report for July 2013 

          

  July 2013 Year to Date 
Monthly 
Budget 

Budget Year 
To Date 

Income (less 
10K from Land 
Reserve) 

$6,881 $ 92,040  
-$10,000 

  

Total Income $6,881 $82,040 $12,501 $99,189 

Total Expenses $12,098 $96,760 $16,639 $115,979 

Income/ (LOSS) ($5,217) ($14,720) ($4,142) ($16,790) 

HAPPY SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS! 



 

Calendar Calls 

New Members Class! 

If you are interested in 

joining our church, we are 

scheduling a new 

members class.  Please 

contact the church office 

for more details. 

Families of 

Confirmands: 

For those with children 

entering 7th or 8th grade, 

there is a meeting 

(confirmands and 

families)  on Sunday, 

9/15, immediately 

following worship 

service .  See Emmy for 

details. 

Chancel Choir is Back!    

The Choir 

will sing for 

the first time 

in Church on 

September 

15th during 

the 10:30 

worship service.   All are 

welcome to join us from 9 

to 10:00 a.m. for a one 

hour practice prior to 

service on the 15th. 

Book Club:  Tuesdays 

from 3:30 to 4:30 in the 

Lounge.  Join us for fun 

and thought-provoking 

conversation. -  Emmy 

Complete Monthly 

Calendar:   

For a copy of the 

complete monthly 

calendar, go to 

plainfielducc.org and you 

can print and download a 

copy! 

Prayer Shawls 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry had a very busy July.  We distributed four shawls to 

cancer patients, two to people with chronic health issues, one to a person in grief, 

one to a person recuperating from a recent hospitalization and three to people 

going through difficult life changing circumstances.  Eleven prayer shawls were 

distributed in July.  Since this ministry began, seventeen shawls have been given 

to wrap people in need of healing comfort.  You can request a prayer shawl by 

contacting the church office or Marty Cetina at 815-744-2121 or e-mail her at 

MartyGBC@aol.com.   

 

Also, please take a moment and read some of the love that has come back to us 

in thank you notes from prayer shawl recipients: 

"I absolutely love my prayer shawl.  I  wore my shawl every day.  It was cold in my 

room or I was cold so my shawl was such a blessing!  I was surrounded by love 

and prayer." 

 

"Thank you so much for the prayer shawl.  I 

cannot express my humbleness that your group 

thought of me.  I have a very hard time asking 

for prayers and support.  It has been a hard time 

getting on with my life.  Please tell the group 

thank you for the love and prayers." 

 

"Thank you for such a beautiful prayer shawl to celebrate the birth of our baby. It 

means so much to us that you thought of us and send your love, blessings and 

prayers to our family.  When ever we wrap our baby in this shawl, we will 

remember the love and prayers that surround her." 

 

"I am so appreciative of the wonderful gift and the time and energy that went into 

making it.  Imagining the congregation blessing it is very special to me!  Receiving 

this prayer shawl, beautifully blessed from people who don't know me, has taught 

me some deep lessons about loving and giving unconditionally.  Thank you!" 

The Prayer Shawn Team meets every Tuesday morning from 9:30 to 11:00 am in 

the Kids Quest room.  If you knit or crochet and would like to participate in great 

fellowship, come join us. 

 

College Light Team 
If you have a child in college this coming year, remember 

to get their address to Pat Herman or Sally Noble so that 

the college support team can communicate with them 

each month. 



 

Blessing Bucket 
 
August’s donations went to 
Prayer Shawl Group.  
September’s donations will 
go to the UCC sponsored 
Neighbors in Need. 
 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED  is a 
special mission offering of 
the national UCC that 
supports ministries of 
justice and compassion 
throughout the United 
States.  One-third of NIN 
funds is administered by 
the Council for American 
Indian Ministries, 
strengthening the twenty 
UCC Native American 
congregations in the upper 
mid-west.  The remaining 
two-thirds funds a variety 
of justice initiatives and 
direct service projects.  In 
this way, we extend 
practical Christian love to 
thousands.  Half of the 
Blessing Bucket offering 
in September will go to NIN, 
and you will find special 
offering envelopes in the 
pew racks.  Thank you for 
your consideration of this 

opportunity. 

 

Kids Quest Needs YOU 
The Kids Quest program will be starting the new school year on Sept. 8 and 

we could use your help.  Last year we did not have enough teachers/work 

shop leaders to have more than 1 Kids Quest class per week.  The best way 

to lead the program is to have 2 classes each week; one for the K thru 3rd 

graders and one for the 4th thru 6th graders.  This is easier for the work shop 

leaders and better for the children.   

Here is where YOU come in! Leading a 

workshop can be a lot of fun; each month 

we have workshop curriculum for arts, 

cooking, games, music, story telling, 

drama and movies. The program we use, 

Power Xpress gives you 4 to 6 activity 

suggestions for each type of workshop. 

The prep. time to lead a class is usually 

about an hour, and you lead the class for 

about 45 minutes during Sunday worship.  

That's all there is to it!   You choose which 

work shop you would like to lead and which age group children you enjoy 

working with most and I will provide the curriculum and any supplies you 

need.  You do not need a back ground in education to lead a work shop, the 

only thing I believe you need is to enjoy being with children.  Please consider 

sharing your time and talent with our children this year. 

To volunteer please contact Linda Brauer at 815 260-4116 or via email at 

LindaBrauer@sbcglobal.net. 

 

FRB Celebration Details 

The Community Connections Light Team is announcing that our annual 

FRB celebration will take place on Saturday September 28, 2013 from 11:00-

3:00 here at our church. We will be having a county fair theme. The 

celebration will include fair type foods, exhibits, a homemade bakery auction 

and children’s activities. To make the celebration a success we need the 

congregation’s help. We need exhibitors, bakery auction donations, set up 

and clean up help, children’s activity supervisors, and donations for some 

food items. Some exhibit items may include collections, quilting, crochet or 

knit items, hand crafted textiles, garden crops, field crops, flowers or any 

other items you would see at a county or state fair. The main food items have 

been provided. We need donations of water, bags of snack size chips, and 

hot dog buns. Please see Ginny Noble, Dayan Hancock, Jennifer Herman, 

Dick Hoblin or Darrell Herman if you have any questions. 



Who is Becky Colwell? 
 

She is our Friend!  Here’s what we asked her: 

 

Occupation?  Becky is a GIS Specialist with Will County. 

Where do you live and where did you grow up?  She currently lives in 

Joliet, but grew up in Monona, WI.  (Editorial comment added with permission:  

She’s a Packers fan!!!  GO PACK!) 

What drew you to our church? Becky grew up attending Lake Edge UCC 

in Madison, WI.  The open and affirming stance of PCUCC was what got Becky 

and her fiancé, Justin, through the door.  That attitude of acceptance is 

important to both of them, and important to impart on any children they may 

have together in the future.  The community of PCUCC is what keeps them 

coming back. 

Interesting facts about you that you would like us to know?  Becky loves to be 

crafty.  She spends a good amount of her free time cross stitching, knitting, and 

crocheting. 

 

We are blessed by your presence Becky.  Thank you for being a part of us. 

 

 

Church Profile Reviewed & Completed 
Thank you to all of those who submitted feedback on the Church Profile 

document that we will eventually be submitting to the Eastern IL Conference in 

the search for our permanent pastor.  All items have been incorporated into the 

document and an electronic PDF file has been sent to the Governing Board.  If 

you would like a copy, please contact Sharon in the office.  If you have any 

questions, contact any member of the Search Committee—Lisa Breese, Nicola 

Coetzee, Dick Hoblin, Louis Kanolis, Sharon Kuzel or Susan Winter.  When we  

collectively decide  as a congregation that we are ready to move to the final 

steps of the process, we are READY! 

 

Take Note: 

Email us!  Or call us at 815-436-9441 

 Emmy Odean, Youth Minister 

Emmy.Odean@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone:  Press *8 then 16#  

 Janet Jones, Minister of Music 

Janet.Jones@PlainfieldUCC.org 

 Sharon Kuzel, Interim Secretary 

Secretary@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone Option 1 

 Jan King, Preschool Director 

Apple.Tree@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone Option 3 

 Financial Team 

Financial.Team@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone Option 6 



 

 

Plainfield Congregational United Church of Christ 

24020 W Fraser Rd 

Plainfield, IL 60586 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

No matter who you are or where you are on your  journey, you are welcome here. 

Who:  YOU should come and celebrate! 

What:  Return to our normal worship schedule and  reconnect 

with church family while enjoying food and fun! 

When:  Worship at 10:30 am, food and fun after church on 9/8/13 

Where:  HERE at church! 

Why?  Because we are FAMILY, and families come together to 

eat and have fun!  Come celebrate with your family. 

Don’t come 

to church to 

worship…. 

..until  

10:30 am on  

9/8/13 

Rally Day! 


