
THE CHIMES 
 

Message from Emmy: 
 Some months ago, I wrote a note to my brother about a tree that was alive with noisy leaves; they 

were black, I told him, and angry. And they’d been babbling outside my kitchen all day. By the end of 

the note, I disclosed that the squawking leaves were actually birds that had been perched on the 

tree’s branches all day. By the end of the evening, my brother gave me a call. 

 “You can’t just sit down and make things up,” he’s always telling me.  

 And my usual response is, “But that’s exactly what I can do.” 

 Maybe it’s because I can hide behind being a ‘writer.’ Maybe it’s because I spend so much of my 

time with kids and teens. But I often find myself wondering rather desperately, generally aloud, but to 

no one in particular: what’s the harm in imagining different things for our world? 

  At an informal congregational meeting a few weeks ago, one of our own stood up and said 

something very important: This church has to start dreaming again. 

 Well, let me go on record here. I wholeheartedly agree.  

 This time of transition we’re wading through is full of questions and fears and real-life issues, yes. 

But it’s also an unprecedented opportunity for us to dream, to explore, and to grow.  

 In the next few days and weeks here, let’s all take a few moments to step back and imagine. What 

is God’s vision for PCUCC? Not the vision that will patch us through this next year, but the vision that 

will pull us forward into eternity. You can do it. Make some things up. Start dreaming. Aim high. In 

your wildest visions—and in your wackiest 

storytelling—what could our church 

become?  

 When you’ve dreamt it, stop by and tell 

me. Together, we’ll pray and work to make 

our made-up worlds something a little 

more real. 
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“Coming Home 
Bazaar”  

is October 12th! 

...and we need YOU!  This is our 

church’s annual fund-raising sale.   We 

are celebrating the holidays of Halloween, 

Thanksgiving and Christmas and need 

items to sell that will fall into those 

categories.  Please help us.  In addition to 

any seasonal crafts you can make and donate (Christmas or autumnal wreaths, 

Santas, scarecrows, turkeys, pumpkins, etc) we desperately need volunteers for 

marketing, pricing, donation coordination, set-up…...the list goes on and on.  

There are jobs for all ages and skill levels and if everyone would commit to one 

thing, our bazaar will be a smashing success and our church would benefit 

greatly.  If you need more info, call Moireen at 815-730-0832. 

College Light Team 
If you have a child in college this coming year, remember to 

get their address to Pat Herman or Sally Noble so that the 

college support team can communicate with them each 

month. 

Check out our Remodeled Web Site! 
We have been busy updating our church’s web site in anticipation of the 

increased traffic once we have officially advertised for our new Interim and/or 

Permanent Pastor.  You really have to check it out!  www.plainfielducc.org is the 

place! 

If you see anything that needs updating or would like to suggest additional 

content, please let Janet Jones (Janet.Jones@PlainfieldUCC.org), Bob Taylor 

(citadel1336@aol.com), Emmy Odean (Emmy.Odean@PlainfieldUCC.org) or 

Sharon Kuzel (Secretary@PlainfieldUCC.org) know.   

Financial Team Update 
We continue to benefit from the $10,000 transfer from the Land Fund. 

Temporarily not having a Pastor’s salary is also helping.  Summer is a lean time 

for all churches, but we appreciate your dedication to our church.  

 

3rd:  Ryan Lee 

7th:   Wanda Slocumb 

8th:  Craig Theimer 

9th:   Abbey Jones 

15th:  Thomas Girard 

17th:  Art Stratemeyer & 

    Kay Kreftmeyer 

19th:   Erin Buckles 

20th:    Linda Brauer 

21st:    Tammy Miller 

22nd:   Sue Girard 

25th:    Amanda Dickrell 

27th:  Marlan Pennington 

29th:  Janet McGrath 

31st:  Peggy Cross 

Financial Report for June 2013 

          

  June 2013 Year to Date 
Monthly 
Budget 

Budget Year 
To Date 

Total Income $11,361 $85,157 $12,501 $86,692 

Total Expenses $11,149 $84,492 $16,094 $96,562 

Income/ (LOSS) $     212 $      665 ($3,593) ($9,870) 



 

Take Note: 

Blessing Bucket:  

July’s donations went to 

Back Bay Mission. 

Donations still welcome!  

See Dick Hoblin or Emmy 

Odean. 

August’s donations will go 

to Mission Sunday. 

Book Club:  Tuesdays 

from 3:30 to 4:30 in the 

Lounge.  Join us for fun 

and thought-provoking 

conversation. -  Emmy 

Monthly Calendar:  Go 

to go plainfielducc.org 

and you can print and 

download a copy! 

Old Candles Needed  

Lori Okon is working on a 

craft product for our fall 

Coming Home Bazaar 

and is in need of any old 

candles.  Please leave 

them in the basket at the 

base of the cross in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

FRB :  We still have 

many acres available for 

sponsorship in our 2013 

FRB Growing Project.  

Sign-up to sponsor some 

acreage. Thank you. Your 

support helps in so many 

ways. 

Rally Day: 

Is September 8th!  

Remember that means 

we also revert back to 

10:30 a.m. service times.  

Stay tuned for more 

exciting details. 

 

Prayer Shawls 
The first prayer shawls were shared in the community in June 2013.  The Prayer 

Shawl team (aka Holy Hookers) felt the congregation might like to know of the 

situations we ministered to in June.  Two prayer shawls went to surgery patients, 

two went to cancer patients, one went to someone experiencing a major life 

change and one went to someone in the community that does a prayer ministry in 

her church.  That is a total of six prayer shawls that we have blessed, prayed over 

and given in love to others. 

If you knit or crochet and would like to be part of this ministry, come to the Kids 

Quest room Tuesday morning between 9:30am and 11:00am.  If you cannot 

come then, but would like to contribute a shawl that you make at home, bring it to 

the church office or get it to Marty Cetina, Karen Breese, Nicola Coetzee or Diane 

Peterson. 

If you don't knit or crochet, but would like to support the ministry you can 

purchase skeins of yarn or write a check to the church with Prayer Shawl ministry 

in the memo line.  Maybe you like garage sales and see yarn for sale.  If you are 

so moved, purchase it and get the yarn to any of the people mentioned above. 

I’m Elizabeth Ormes 
My current occupation is Stay At Home Mom 

and part time Independent Beauty Consultant 

with Mary Kay cosmetics. I decided to take a 

leave of absence from paid employment when I 

became pregnant with Kenny to focus my time and attention on my kids while 

they were young. I have a dual Master's degree from Western Michigan 

University in Rehabilitation Teaching and Counseling. My first love is working with 

individuals with visual impairments to achieve independence in their daily lives. 

My last paid employment position was working with veterans with disabilities at 

the VA in Chicago. As a vocational counselor I assist them to develop plans 

to acquire the skills necessary for employment or maximize their independence if 

employment was not possible. Now that Kenny and Fiona will both be in school 

full time this fall I will be looking for paid employment opportunities again.  My 

husband and I chose to move to Plainfield in May 2005 when I was pregnant with 

Kenny. I grew up in Kalamazoo, MI and that is where my parents still live. We 

frequently return to MI to spend time with family. As a Plainfield resident I drive by 

the church frequently and always looked to see what interesting message the 

sign had to say. I felt an increasing calling to come check out the church that 

came to a precipice following the sudden death of my younger brother earlier 

this year. Since then I continue to come back both because I feel God has lead 

me to the church to learn and help my children come to know God. The beliefs of 

the United Church of Christ fit within my own framework of values which was 

important to me. The welcome each week from the members of PCUCC makes 

each time we are able to attend a wonderful experience.  I love to camp and 

spend time outdoors either canoeing or relaxing by a campfire. I am not a good 

athlete. I love to make homemade cards when I have time. Our family has a black 

lab/chow rescue mix named Jet. I have dual citizenship with the United States 

and Great Britain. I love to play cards and games. 



 

Take Note: 

More Volunteerism! - In 

anticipation of Lee Richard’s 

retirement, Sarah Keib has 

begun her training as our 

Accounts Payable person on 

the Finance Team.  Thank 

you and welcome Sarah! 

Shopping List: Next time 

you are at the store, consider 

buying an extra roll of paper 

towel or package of toilet 

paper to donate to the 

church.  We go through paper 

products at an alarming rate 

here at church, and the 

angels who keep our paper 

products in stock could use a 

little help now and then.   

Thank you. 

Keeping it Clean:  

Remember that we have five 

rental groups that use our 

church weekly from Monday 

nights through Saturday 

mornings.  Please keep 

things tidied up so that when 

they use Fellowship Hall, or 

the Kids Quest room, or the 

kitchen and bathrooms that 

we give them our 

extravagant, “tidy” welcome! 

Rally Day is September 8, 2013! 
The Kids Quest program will be starting the new school year on Sept. 8 and 

we could use your help.  Last year we did not have enough teachers/work 

shop leaders to have more than 1 Kids Quest class per week.  The best way 

to lead the program is to have 2 classes each week; one for the K thru 3rd 

graders and one for the 4th thru 6th graders.  This is easier for the work shop 

leaders and better for the children.   

Here is where YOU come in! Leading a workshop can be a lot of fun; each 

month we have workshop curriculum for arts, cooking, games, music, story 

telling, drama and movies. The program we use, Power Xpress gives you 4 

to 6 activity suggestions for each type of workshop. The prep. time to lead a 

class is usually about an hour, 

and you lead the class for about 

45 minutes during Sunday 

worship.  That's all there is to it!   

You choose which work shop you 

would like to lead and which age 

group children you enjoy working 

with most and I will provide the 

curriculum and any supplies you 

need.  You do not need a back 

ground in education to lead a work 

shop, the only thing I believe you 

need is to enjoy being with 

children.  Please consider sharing your time and talent with our children this 

year. 

To volunteer please contact Linda Brauer at 815 260-4116 or via email at 

LindaBrauer@sbcglobal.net. 

Back Bay Mission Report from Emmy 
You’ve been hearing about the trip for months now, and this July it finally 

happened: nine members and friends of Plainfield Congregational United 

Church of Christ hopped in our cars and made the trek down to Biloxi, MS for 

a week of volunteer service with Back Bay Mission. So… what did we do with 

our week? 

 

Our big assignment in Biloxi was lending a hand to "Miss Grace" (the 

sweetest Mississippi woman you could ever hope to meet) by painting the 

exterior of her home.   By the time we arrived, Miss Grace had been living in 

Biloxi—and in the very house we painted—for 58 years. After surviving 

Hurricane Katrina with only $8,000 damage, she and her husband felt what 

can probably best be defined as "survivors' guilt" and became a beacon in 

their community, doing what they could to help neighbors and friends in the 

aftermath. Three years ago, when her husband died, Miss Grace found 

herself somewhat less fortunate and unable to afford many things—including 

upkeep on her home. Our group spent four days with her, painting the 

exterior of her house, a back-yard deck, and (thanks to our own Dane 

Chapman's scaffolding-climbing skills!) an old flagpole that sits in her front 

lawn. As of our final day in Biloxi, all work on Miss Grace’s house was 

complete, and all involved were beside themselves with gratitude. 



Back Bay Mission Report (continued) 
After our work with Miss Grace began to wrap up, some of us moved on mid-week to begin 

painting another house for a man whose home was smack in the middle of old swamp-lands. 

Others of us, eager to take advantage of opportunities to do mission work in other ways, 

ventured elsewhere.  

 

After Hurricane Katrina, Back Bay built a facility called the Micah Day Center: a place where 

homeless guests are invited most weekday mornings for showers, laundry, barber services, 

housing association visits, and use of telephones and computers. Those of us who volunteered 

at the Micah Center kept busy by doing laundry, cleaning showers, and chatting with guests 

during their visits. 

 

Others of us found opportunities to serve at the Food Pantry where Back Bay stocks food items 

for those in need of emergency assistance. On our third day in Biloxi, our own Rachael Rayas 

was made the unofficial "foreman" of the pantry when the usual man in charge was unable to be 

present. She had served with the pantry team on our very first day and must have done one 

heck of a job–they remembered her well and asked for her by name. 

 

Finally, many of us were able to visit Loaves and Fishes--a soup kitchen that once belonged to 

Back Bay but has since become its own entity--helping with meal preparation, serving, and clean

-up for lunches throughout the week. It was at this facility especially where many connections 

were made between our volunteers and the community we had gone to serve. 

 

UCCers have a long and extraordinary record of working for economic justice and relief around 

the world. And as followers of Christ, each of us is individually linked to Jesus’ compassion for 

people who are poor, called to work tirelessly on their behalf, as Jesus did. Thanks to a week’s 

worth of hard work from our nine volunteers—and thanks to the generous financial, moral, and 

spiritual support of our entire congregation—PCUCC can proudly lay claim to having answered 

such a call. Thank you to all who encouraged and supported our pursuit of this trip. Your 

thoughts, prayers, donations, and love were and continue to be so appreciated. Our time in 

Biloxi was a learning experience and a joy for all. We are blessed to have taken this trip. 

 

 



Back Bay 

Attendees: 

 

Dane Chapman 

Dayan Hancock 

Josh Hancock 

Pat Herman 

Skylar Newman 

Emmy Odean 

Annalyce Perona 

Rachael Rayas 

Karin Williams 

Back Bay Mission Testimonies: 
Dane Chapman: I feel fortunate for the opportunity to go on the Back Bay 

Mission trip.  It was my first mission trip.  I really enjoyed helping people and 

seeing how thankful they were for the things we did to help them.  It was also 

great to see how everyone came together to help each other.  I am very thankful 

for this experience and hope to do it again. 

Dayan Hancock:  I always wanted to do a mission trip.  I thought it would be a 

nice experience for my son and me. I was very excited when the time 

came.  When we arrived I did not know that to expect.  So Monday came; we got 

our assignments, and were ready to go. I never worked outside for more than than 

3 hrs. The week we were there, it was in the 90's. I was thinking to myself, “What 

did I signed up for?  This is harder than I thought!”  But at the end the whole 

experience was so worth it.  Doing something nice for someone always makes me 

feel great.!!! So what I learned from this experience is that I have a better 

understanding for workers outside.  I always share this thought with my associates 

at work, when you step in someone else's shoes you understand where they are 

coming from. The other thing I learned, is when people share genuinely their 

feeling and emotions with you, you can really feel it. Sometimes no words are 

necessary to understand what they are trying to tell you; this is also an amazing 

feeling.  A huge thank you  to Ms.Pat for making great meals for us. I will do this 

type of mission trip at any time.  I believe it makes me a better human being!!! 

Plainfield Congregational United Church of Christ 

24020 W Fraser Rd 

Plainfield, IL 60586 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

No matter who you are or where you are on your  journey, you are welcome here. 


