
Dear Parents & Students, 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
each student and parent to the 2012-13 school 
year. Greenville Middle Academy plans for this 
to be the best school year ever. There are 
many things going on at GMA this year to in-
volve students and  parents in the school. Our 
school boasts an  active PTA, National Junior 
Honor Society,   National Junior Beta Club, 

Robotics Team, Math Counts Team, Mock Trial Team, Boys’ and Girls’ sports 
teams, intramural teams, many academic competitions, Quiz Bowl, Book Bowl, 
and opportunities to learn in a focused academic setting.  For our returning   
students, I say thank you for making GMA a great place. For students new to 
Greenville Middle, I say welcome and enjoy a positive and productive school 
year. We always need student and parent support each year to be successful. I 
know that leadership from both groups will again make this a successful school 
year and demonstrate again what a fantastic place Greenville Middle is. 

 

The school website will be a valuable resource for parents and students. The   
website will list current activities and monthly calendars so parents can be more 
informed about the activities that take place at GMA. Each teacher’s website will 
include a class syllabus, current homework assignments, school and grade level 
information, and a means of contacting the teacher. All parents are encouraged 
to access the District Parent Portal where student grades and attendance are 
available for viewing at all times. Instructions and passwords for accessing the 
Parent Portal are available in our school office. Greenville Middle’s PTA will 
publish newsletters on the school web site on a regular basis. Take advantage 
of the program at GMA by joining the PTA and getting involved in all aspects of 
school. 

 

As principal, my greatest responsibility is for the safety and education of each 
student. The facility here allows us to teach and learn in an environment that is 
conducive to a good education.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is 
a question or concern that you or your child has about Greenville Middle. In this 
newsletter there will be tentative dates for the year’s PTA events.  I encourage 
you to mark your calendars and join us when possible. As always thank you for 
your support and encouragement. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert L. Palmer 
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Greenville Middle will partici-
pate in all middle school 
sports this year. All students 
promoted to the 7th and 8th 
grades are eligible to try out 
for any sport. We will field the 
following teams: 
 
Girls’ Volleyball 
Boys’ & Girls’ Basketball 
Boys’ & Girls’ Soccer 
Boys’ Baseball 
Girls’ Softball 
 
In order to try out for one of 
the teams, all students need 
the following: 
 
1. Approved State Birth      

Certificate 

2. SC High School League 
Physical Form completed 
by a licensed Doctor 

3. Signed Parent Permission 
Form 

4. Promotion to the 7th or 8th 
grade 

 
Physicals are good for one 
year of competition.  If your 
child is planning to try out for 
any sport, please get his/her 
physical form completed as 
soon as possible. Physical 
forms are available on the 
school and district web-site    
(a link is provided on page 4 of 
this newsletter) and most doc-
tors’ offices. If your family doc-
tor is not available to schedule 

the physical, any of the Doctor’s 
Care, Urgent Care offices, or 
CVS stores will be happy to 
schedule the physical for your 
child. The school is required to 
keep the physical form on file 
and we can provide you with a 
copy when needed.  
 
All girls interested in trying out 
for the volleyball team must 
have their physicals completed 
prior to school starting. Volley-
ball tryouts will begin the first 
week of school in August. It is 
recommended that all students 
get their physicals prior to school 
starting due to the time is takes 
to schedule doctor visits for 
physicals. 

Traffic Notes 

Students should not be 
dropped off or picked up      
except in designated area in 
front of the school. Please stay 
in line to the far right and drop 
off and load at the front of the 
building. Students at drop off 
will walk down the front walk-
way and enter the building at 
the front office. Please have 
your child exit the car as soon 
as you stop anywhere in front 
of the building.  
 
At pickup, students will wait on 
the front porch area and watch 
for their car. When the student 
is loaded there will be room to 
pull out to the left and exit. 
(Watch for traffic as you merge 
left.) Please do not pass cars 
lined up in our driveway to park 
in the parking lot if you just 
plan to drop off or pick up your 
child.  Never drop off children 
in the parking lot.   
 
All afternoon pick ups should 
be from the pick up line. In the 
afternoons all cars will line up 
single file in the front lane at 
the school’s entrance.  When 
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It ‘s time to get your child’s 
physical for GMA sports! 

the lane fills, traffic will line up 
single file on the side of Perrin 
Road. Please pull close to the 
curb on Lowndes and Perrin as 
buses will pass on your left. 
Parents arriving early are 
asked to stay with their car 
lined up to the far right of our 
entrance loop. This will allow 
traffic needing to park to be 
able to enter the front parking 
lot.  
 
Again, do not pick up or drop 
off students in the parking lot 
as this can create a danger to 
your child.  Please do not block 
any roads or private driveways 
in the neighborhood. 
 
If you need to pick up your 
child for an early dismissal, 
please send a note to school 
with your child and make    
arrangements to pick up no 
later than to 2:30 to avoid dis-
rupting afternoon dismissal. 
 
On another note, many of you 
have noted that the crossing 
guards do not always direct 
traffic for us. The Sheriff’s  

Office supervises all crossing 
guards and has directed the 
guards to only stop traffic to 
cross children.  
 
It almost impossible to turn 
left on Perrin in the mornings 
and afternoons.  We suggest 
that if you are heading back 
toward downtown, please turn 
right out of the school and 
circle around Lownes Avenue 
and Lowndes Hill Road. All 
drivers are asked to be cour-
teous and to take turns at 
each of the busy intersec-
tions. Please address con-
cerns over the crossing 
guards to the County Sher-
riff’s Office. 
 
Remember that parents and 
students new to our school 
this year will need help in 
mastering the traffic flow so 
please be understanding and 
helpful as we adjust to traffic 
problems the first couple of 
weeks of school. Thank you 
for your help in making the   
commute to school a safe 
one. 

Please obey the GMA  
traffic rules to ensure the 
safety of all students. 

Middle School Athletics 
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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to Greenville Middle Academy of Traditional and Global Studies for the 2012-2013 school 
year! Whether you are new to the school or are returning, we hope you and your child know that 
you are valuable members of the GMA community! 
 

Join us for Meet the Teacher 
Monday, August 20 

4:00 pm for 6th Grade  
5:00 pm for 7th and 8th Grade students 

 

Most of you already know that GMA is one of the strongest middle schools in the state and our  
students’ families are an integral part of that success. We encourage everyone to get involved and 
that begins by joining the PTA and signing up to receive eBlasts throughout the year. You can sign 
up for the eBlast by visiting the Greenville Middle website, www.greenville.k12.sc.us/gvillem/index.asp 
or by filling out the information you will receive in the Meet the Teacher packet. EBlast communica-
tion will include information regarding upcoming events, PTA newsletters, and ways to get involved. 

 

This year GMA is scheduled to have their technology REFRESHED. This means that it is GMA’s 
turn for the school district to  replace and upgrade technology throughout the school.  This is the 
perfect time and opportunity to help out our school increase technology above and beyond what the 
district has planned. To do this, the GMA PTA will be hosting a RAM RUN in the spring! Look for 
more details as the year progresses! This is going to be a fun, healthy way to make money for  
technology! 
 

Another way to support our school is to donate to the Friends of the Ram. All contributions go    
directly into school improvement. This donation is tax deductable and you will receive a    receipt in 
the mail for donations. Look for information regarding this in the Meet the Teacher packet. 
 
Please mark your calendar for the GMA Open House and PTA General Membership Meeting   
Monday, September 17 at 7:00 pm. We are still looking for volunteers to help with Outdoor       
Beautification, Box Tops & Labels, Birthdays, Grants & Awards, Reflections Co-Chair, and     
Magazine Sales. If you are interested, please send us an email. 
 

Thanks to all of you who have and will volunteer; we couldn’t do it without you. Please always feel 
free to contact us with any questions for concerns.  This is going to be a terrific year! 
 
 

Gidge Marchant                                  Lynn Norwood 
themarchants@bellsouth.net thenorwoods@charter.net 
 

2012 – 2013 PTA Co - Presidents  

If you are willing to serve as a parent representative on the School Improvement Council (SIC), 
please contact Dr. Palmer at 355-5610 or e-mail bpalmer@greenville.k12.sc.us. 
 
The SIC meets each month during the school year to  review the total operation of our school    
related to instruction and climate.   
 
Greenville Middle needs at least two or three parents to serve a two year term on the SIC for the 
2012-14 school years. Our new SIC representatives will be elected at the first general PTA meeting 
in September. 
 

Action is the foundational key to success. 

~ Pablo Picasso 

PTA President’s Welcome 

School Improvement Council 

Mark your 
calendars 

 

 
Meet the Teacher 

Monday,          
August 20 

6th grade 4:00pm 
7th & 8th grade 

5:00pm 
 

First Day of School 
Wednesday, 
August 22 

8:20am 
 

Magazine Kickoff 
Tuesday,  
August 28 

 
PTA  Board 

Meeting 
Wednesday, 
August 29 

9:00am 
 

School Pictures 
Friday, 

August 31 
 

GMA Open House 
& PTA Meeting 

Monday,            
September 17 

7:00pm 
 

PTA Board Meeting 
Wednesday, 

September 19 
9:00am 

 
Progress Reports 

Monday, 
September 24 

 
Greenville Middle Academy Page 3 

http://pinkpalmettopublishing.webs.com/
http://www.greenvillek12.sc.us/gvillem/index.asp
mailto:themarchants@bellsouth.net
mailto:thenorwoods@charter.net
mailto:bpalmer@greenville.k12.sc.us


Magazine Sales 

Our annual Magazine Sales fundraiser will kick-off on  August 28th. The students will have 
approximately 3 weeks to sell magazines, renew subscriptions, and/or  encourage         
customers to purchase gifts and wrapping  paper items on-line using a Greenville Middle 
specific code number.  
 
Each purchase or renewal counts towards the students total to earn prizes. The ever   
popular prize ducks are returning with new celebrity faces! Look for more information in   
the First Day packet and on August 28th!  

Please contact Lynn Norwood (thenorwoods@charter.net) or Tammy Menches 
(pack1@bellsouth.net) with questions. 
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Important Website Links 

GMA School Website                                     http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/gvillem/index.asp 

Parent/Student Calendar (English)               http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/Calendar/docs/parentcal_1213.pdf 

Parent/Student Calendar (Spanish)              http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/Calendar/docs/parentcal_1213_sp.pdf 

School Supply List                                          http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/gvillem/parents/school%20supply%20list.asp 

Homework Links                                             http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/gvillem/parents/homework.asp 

Sports Physical Form                                     http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/gcsd/schools/sports/docs/physical.pdf 

Back to School Information                             http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/parents/docs/connected.pdf 

Greenville Middle Academy PTA 

District 1 PTA 

P.O. Box 25397 

Greenville, SC 29616-0397 
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