
For great information about dog breeders, dog breeds, dog books, dogs
for sale, stud dogs, dog names, dog rescue, dogs wanted and missing

dogs just visit us  HERE :

The Dog Lover's Mega Collection give you the secret -- and the solution -- to
your communication problems with your dog...

www.e-bestsellers.com

www.UniversalPublishingLTD.com

http://www.e-bestsellers.com/page18.html
http://www.e-bestsellers.com
http://www.UniversalPublishingLTD.com


www.e-Bestsellers.com

Congratulations – You Get FREE Giveaway
Rights To This Entire Ebook

You have full giveaway rights to this ebook. You may give away or include this
as a bonus in any product and membership site.

For Master Resell Rights you can contact us:   
amr.expert@gmail.com       !!!

   Download Free Ebooks, Software, Scripts, Audio/Video
Tutorials with Master Resell HERE

Completely FREE!

http://www.e-bestsellers.com/page17.html
http://www.e-bestsellers.com/page17.html
http://www.e-bestsellers.com/page17.html


www.e-Bestsellers.com

LEGAL NOTICE:
The Publisher has strived to be as accurate and complete as possible in the creation of this
report, notwithstanding the fact that he does not warrant or represent at any time that the
contents within are accurate due to the rapidly changing nature of the Internet.

While all attempts have been made to verify information provided in this publication, the
Publisher assumes no responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary interpretation of the
subject matter herein. Any perceived slights of specific persons, peoples, or organizations are
unintentional.

In practical advice books, like anything else in life, there are no guarantees of income made.
Readers are cautioned to reply on their own judgment about their individual circumstances to
act accordingly.

This book is not intended for use as a source of legal, business, accounting or financial advice.
All readers are advised to seek services of competent professionals in legal, business,
accounting, and finance field.

You are encouraged to print this book for easy reading.

The Dog Lover's Mega Collection give you the secret -- and the
solution -- to your communication problems with your dog...

   Download Free Ebooks, Software, Scripts, Audio/Video
Tutorials with Master Resell HERE

http://www.e-bestsellers.com/page17.html
http://www.e-bestsellers.com/page17.html


www.e-Bestsellers.com

About The Author
Anne-Marie Ronsen’s name is legendary in the field of
high-level achievement and has become synonymous with
excellence in business, sport, and personal life. You will learn
about the best tips and recommendations to improve your
health, weight and wealth.
Anne-Marie Ronsen is the author of many wealth and self
development books. She offers personal strategies for
self-leadership critical to getting ahead and staying ahead in a
world accelerating in fast forward, where

knowledge is the ultimate power, where human resources are more valuable than
natural resources, and where the rule is MONEY.

© Copyright 2003 Anne-Marie Ronsen
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

DISCLAIMER AND/OR LEGAL NOTICES:
The information presented herein represents the view of the author as of the date of publication. Because of the rate
with which conditions change, the author reserves the right to alter and update his opinion based on the new
conditions. The report is for informational purposes only. While every attempt has been made to verify the
information provided in this report, neither the author nor his affiliates/partners assume any responsibility for errors,
inaccuracies or omissions. Any slights of people or organizations are unintentional. If advice concerning legal or
related matters is needed, the services of a fully qualified professional should be sought. This report is not intended
for use as a source of legal or accounting advice. You should be aware of any laws which govern business
transactions or other business practices in your country and state. Any reference to any person or business whether
living or dead is purely coincidental.

-----------------------------------------------------------------
------

DISCLAIMER: This information is not presented by a medical practitioner and is
for educational and informational purposes only.  The content is not intended
to be a substitute for professional medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. 
Always seek the advice of your physician or other qualified health provider

with any questions you may have regarding a medical condition.  Never
disregard professional medical advice or delay in seeking it because of

something you have read.

Since natural and/or dietary supplements are not FDA approved they must be
accompanied by a two-part disclaimer on the product label: that the statement

has not been evaluated by FDA and that the product is not intended to
"diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease."

-----------------------------------------------------------------------



www.e-Bestsellers.com

German Shepherd Dog Breed Information

Introducing Your German Shepherd Puppy To Your Home And Family

Important Things You Need To Know About German Shepherd Puppies

How Is Your German Shepherd’s Diet? -  Dog Nutrition Tips

Home made diets

The Basic Commands Of German Shepherd Dog Training

The Importance of Early German Shepherd Puppy Training

House Training A German Shepherd Dog – The Simple Way

How To Effectively Crate Train Your German Shepherd Dog

Teaching Your German Shepherd Puppy To Accept The Collar And Lead

German Shepherd Obedience Training: Clicker Training

German Shepherd Crate Training

Potty Train Your German Shepherd Puppy



www.e-Bestsellers.com

How  To Choose A Good Training School For Your German Shepherd Dog

Your German Shepherd dog’s health is a Major Concern

How to know when your German Shepherd Dog is sick

Heartworms And Your German Shepherd: Dog Health Advice

First steps in grooming

German Shepherd Dog Dental Care?

Questions about heart worm

Questions about vaccinations

Surgical neutering of the male German Shepherd dog

Vitamin and mineral supplements

Get Rid Of Those Fleas

Keeping your German Shepherd Clean and Groomed

Caring for Your Senior German Shepherd Dog

Your German Shepherd dog is lost! What Should You Do Now

Moving With German Shepherd Dog



www.e-Bestsellers.com

German Shepherd Dog Breed Information

Also known as the Alsatian, the German Shepherd is a 'young' breed,
having only been recognized as a distinct breed in the last 90 years. The
German Shepard can trace its roots back to a range of shepherding dogs in
Germany, and some groups tried to informally breed this dog. This effort
failed but in 1899, a new group formed. Der Verein fur Deutsche
Schaeferhunde was founded by Max von Stephanitz, who wanted to breed
an all purpose working dog. 

The German Shepherd came to the United Sates in 1908 with soldiers
impressed by the courage and abilities of this dog. German Shepherds will
reach an average height of 22 to 26 inches, weight of 77 to 85 pounds and
live an average of 13 years. There are a wide variety of coats in this breed.
Some German Shepherds are longhaired and some are shorthaired. The
color is most often black and tan, but can also be sable, all black, blue and
liver and white. 

The one thing all German Shepard coats have in common is that they shed
profusely, and shed worse during their shedding season. Daily brushing
usually helps combat the shedding, and German Shepherds should only be
bathed occasionally. Almost all German Shepherds are described as
self-confident and loyal.

German Shepherds are highly intelligent and often times used as police
dogs, rescue dogs and guide dogs. German Shepherds make excellent
guard dogs and are very loyal to their family. They make excellent
protectors, barking when someone unfamiliar is approaching. German
Shepherds do make good family pets and will guard the children of 'their'
family. They will tolerate the poking and prodding children are prone to
do. However, they are sometimes unaware of their size and power relative
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to a small child and may indiscriminately knock them over. 

A German Shepherd and child should always be watched to avoid this.
German Shepherds can survive apartment living if given enough exercise
regularly and given enough activities. If left alone too long or not
stimulated enough, German Shepherds will become bored and destructive.
They enjoy being in the company of their human family but not other pets.
As a working dog that likes to please, a German Shepherd will do very
well with obedience training. German Shepherds are prone to some genetic
disorders including hip and elbow dysplasia, blood disorders, digestive
problems, epilepsy, chronic eczema, keratitis (inflammation of the cornea),
dwarfism and flea allergies.

Dogs called German Shepherds were first exhibited at shows in Germany
towards the end of the nineteenth century but they were hardly Shepherds
as we know them today being rough coated, short tailed and rather
resembling mongrels. The German Shepherd Dog as we now know it
didn't really appear until after the Second World War.

The breed has grown enormously in popularity and is now one of the most
popular pedigree breeds in the UK as a pet, it is still the favourite working
breed for many forces especially the police and they are widely used for
security purposes. 

It is a fine sight to see a well-trained GSD with his handler, working well to
serve and protect. Unfortunately one of the saddest sites is the poor GSD
used to guard premises often chained up alone in some dismal filthy yard
with a lifetime of incarceration and little stimulation to look forward to.

The German Shepherd is a highly intelligent beast who will show undying
devotion to his master but he is a dog that needs company and stimulation
to be at his best.

If you are thinking of buying a German Shepherd as a pet and you have
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not previously owned one, it is important to research the breed and talk to
experienced owners so that you fully understand what you are taking on. 
GSD's do indeed make wonderful family pets but it is important to
remember that this is a working breed and that they do have certain
characteristics that can make them more difficult than your average
Retriever, Labrador or Collie.

The characteristics of a good working GSD should be firmness of nerve,
attentiveness, unshockability, tractability, watchfulness, reliability, and
incorruptibility together with courage tenacity and hardness.
A German Shepherd is naturally protective and territorial which is
something to bear in mind if you have lots of visitors to your house when
careful introduction may be required to assure your pet that the visitor is
not a threat to his family.

This is also a breed that requires a lot of time, stimulation, training and
exercise - you will never wear them out, they will always be ready for
more. A bored, lonely GSD can be very destructive and can cause an awful
lot of damage to property in a short space of time.

Perhaps some of the less endearing traits of this breed are the tendency to
be very vocal which can be a big nuisance and may be a problem with
neighbours. They also shed hair in copious amounts all year round so your
vacuum cleaner will work overtime and it's unlikely that your clothes and
furnishings will ever be free of dogs hairs again as well as what you are
eating invariably being contaminated with that stray hairs.

The biggest problem with the German Shepherd Dog is the fact that to a
large extent the breed is being spoilt by irresponsible breeding by
inexperienced back street breeders who care nothing about preserving the
breed but only about making money from the selling of puppies, Health
and temperament problems are all too common, so it is important to take
expert advice and try and find a reputable source if you are contemplating
buying a puppy.
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Consider first taking on a rescue German Shepherd Dog from a reputable
rescue that should be able to give you a good assessment of a particular
dog. Remember too that an older GSD will be a very rewarding addition to
the family and will be housetrained, won't chew, well behaved, probably
require less exercise than a young dog and will be very loyal and grateful.

If you are considering German Shepherd puppies for sale, you should
know the benefits of having your dog professionally trained. 

Max von Stephanitz stabilized the German Shepherd dog breed, a breed
that would become one of the most valued dogs in history. 

The German shepherd dog is very intelligent, easy to train, powerful and
elegant. 

The German shepherd dog is medium to large size with erect pointed ears,
a long body, and a weather resistant coat. A thick stiff outer coat covered
by a softer inner one makes the German shepherd readily able to withstand
extreme climates. German Shepherd's range in color from black and tan to
black and red, while the white German Shepherd is being seen more often
these days. White German Shepherds are known as loyal family dogs and
fearless guardians of the home that excel in obedience work. 

Originally trained as a herder, the breed is still used in this capacity in
some areas. The German Shepherd also excels in many other dog activities
including tracking, obedience, agility, fly ball, and ring sport. Through it
all, the German Shepherd is also a wonderful family member and a dog of
distinction. 

To this day, the German Shepherd Dog is considered one of the most, if not
the most, intelligent and versatile breeds in existence. The German
Shepherd is exceptionally trainable and works well as a police, guide,
search, rescue dog. Though relatively calm and quiet indoors, the German
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Shepherd needs lots of outdoor exercise to maintain condition. German
Shepherds require some active exercise each day and should not really be
confined to a small yard. German shepherds do not require any special
care.

Introducing Your German Shepherd Puppy To Your
Home And Family

Introducing your puppy to new experiences and new locations is also an
important part of German Shepherd puppy training.  Teaching your dog to
be obedient and responsive, even in the face of many distractions, is very
important when training dogs and puppies.  

Puppy training is very important, whether you are training your first
puppy or your 20th.  Properly training and socializing a puppy is vital to
making it a valued member of your family and your community.

In some ways training a puppy is easier than training an adult or
adolescent dog.  One reason is that the puppy is essentially a “blank slate”,
untroubled by past training techniques and other issues.  In other ways,
however, the puppy can be more difficult to train than an older dog.

One challenge to training a new puppy is that puppies are more easily
distractible than adolescent and adult dogs.  Everything is new to a puppy,
and every new experience provides a new chance for distraction.  For this
reason, it is best to keep training sessions short when working with a
puppy, and to end each training sessions on a positive note.

It is also important to allow the puppy plenty of time to play, and to
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interact with other puppies and dogs.  Socialization training is vital to
making your new puppy a good canine citizen, as dog aggression is a
growing problem in many areas.  A properly socialized dog learns how to
play properly with other dogs, and overly aggressive play is punished by
the other dogs in the play group.

This type of play learning is something that happens among siblings in
litters of puppies.  As the puppies play with each other, they learn what is
appropriate and what is not.  Inappropriate behavior, such as hard biting
or scratching, is punished by the other puppies, by the mother dog, or both.

Unfortunately, many puppies are removed from their mothers and sold or
adopted before this socialization has fully occurred.  Therefore, puppy play
sessions are a very important part of any puppy training session.  Most
good puppy preschool training programs provide time in each session for
this type of dog interaction.                                

It is important for puppy owners to structure their pet’s environment so
that the puppy is rewarded for good behaviors and not rewarded for
others.  One good example of this is jumping on people.  Many people
inadvertently reward this behavior because it can be cute.  While it is true
that jumping can be cute for a 10 pound puppy, it will not be so cute when
that puppy has grown into a 100 pound dog.

Instead of rewarding the puppy for jumping, try rewarding it for sitting
instead.  This type of positive reinforcement will result in a well behaved
adult dog that is a valued member of both the family and the community at
large.

This type of reinforcement can also be used in potty training the new
puppy.  For instance, teaching a puppy to use a unique surface such as
gravel or asphalt is a good technique.  The theory is that the puppy will
associate this surface with going potty, and therefore be reluctant to use
other surfaces (like your kitchen carpet for instance) as a potty.
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Important Things You Need To Know About
German Shepherd Puppies

The excitement of choosing your dog is over.  You are arriving home and
the family is rushing out of the car and into the house with the new puppy.
 As you look at the cute little face you ask yourself one question.  Am I
ready for this?

What to Feed This New German Shepherd Puppy.

First things first.  You will have to decide on what this little puppy is going
to eat.  You need to choose a high quality diet.  You need to do a little
reasearch and make some decisions.  Your first decision is what type of dog
food you will choose.  

1. Canned Dog Food
2. Dried Dog Food

Some people choose canned dog food because they feel it is more like real
food.  It retains about 70-80% of the water that is naturally in the vegetables
and meat.  This usually means that the puppy will drink less water.  Be
sure to supplement with some hard dog biscuits that are suitable for
puppies which will help to keep their teeth clean.

Currently the most popular choice seems to be the dried dog food.  Always
choose the best quality food you can afford.  You have to remember that if
you were only going to eat one thing all your life it had better be good for
you.  Dried dog food is now a scientific blend of all the nutrients your dog
will need but the better ones have less filler and the puppies need a lot of
protein to grow.
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For the first few days you might want to give the new puppy that same
food that they were receiving at the kennel you bought them from.  After
that you can slowly start mixing in your new choice, using more each time
until you have 100% of the new food.  You may as well start with some dog
training basics now by not leaving the food on the floor all day.  Only put
the food out when you decide and take it away after they have eaten.  Do it
often as they have to learn that food is only available when you decide.  

What is the best dog food?

Veterinarians are often hit by that question from scads of anxious dog
owners. Every dog owner wants to feed their dog with the best that is
available. However, the sheer variety of dog foods and the conflicting
views on the best dog diet can leave you quite perplexed. While some
experts assert that home made food is best for dogs, others argue that
commercial dog food is better. Anyway, we have witnessed a shift towards
commercial dog food, owing much to the fast paced life that we all lead.

Even if you don’t find time out of your hectic work schedule to prepare a
home made dog meal, you can still provide your pet with the best dog
food. The markets are buzzing with prepackaged real dog foods that are
much like the home made dog meals. Either you can purchase a
prepackaged meal to provide balanced nutrition, or you may buy a specific
diet according to your dog’s individual needs. Prepackaged meals are
formulated from natural or organic ingredients and are usually available in
a dry form. Though this variety of dog food is rather expensive, feeding the
best dog food entails significantly lower veterinary bills.

For some dog owners prepackaged real food is simply unaffordable. In
such a scenario, the most viable option is to either prepare a dog meal at
home, or go in for canned dog foods. The most affordable and easily
accessible variety of dog foods is the canned variety. 
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Canned dog foods come in handy during travel and in emergency. The best
dog foods consist of real, whole and known ingredients. Canned foods
typically contain preservatives, since there might be a significant time gap
between manufacturing and consumption. In general, canned food
manufacturers cannot dispense with the preservatives. Hence, you must
ensure that the preservatives used are natural, such as vitamin E and C.

The best dog foods are not only available at your neighborhood grocery
store, you can avail them at vet offices & feed stores and natural food stores
too. However, it is imperative that you conduct a preliminary research so
as to gauge the efficacy of the brand of your choice. Manufacturers that
offer the best dog foods are always willing to heed to the customer’s
concern and inquiries. They would keep dog owners updated on their
latest products and would be glad to offer advice on canine nutrition.

Some dog owners, which feed their dog with the best dog foods around,
are often flabbergasted to see their pet’s health deteriorate over time. What
they miss out on is the fact that appropriate fluid intake is equally
important as a good diet. An adult dog’s body comprises of 60% water,
while a puppy has an overwhelming 84% water content. It’s surprising to
know that even a mere 10% water loss can be detrimental to a dog’s health. 

Feed and water your dog with the best dog foods and ensure appropriate
fluid intake, and you would never have to be anxious about your dog’s
wellbeing.

Sleep Time Comes Fast.

Hopefully you have thought ahead enough to buy a crate.  Get your puppy
started sleeping in the crate from the first night and it will eventually treat
it as a safe place to stay.  Make sure that the bottom has a soft blanket for
the puppy to curl up in.  Unfortunately if you think that's the end of it for
the night, you are wrong.  As you try to sleep you will be constantly woken
by the sad little cries of a puppy missing its mother and siblings.  They are
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used to lots of warmth and noise so it might be a good idea to add a hot
water bottle under the blanket and to leave a radio or TV on for a while. 
Some people even leave a loud ticking clock near the cage to simulate the
heart beat of the mother.

Who Is Entertaining Whom?

You will soon realize that your puppy is not just entertaining but also
needs to be entertained.  You should have a selection of safe toys for them
to play with such as:-

- Chew Ropes,
- Balls and Bones of Nylon
- Soft Toys

Make sure to be careful of the squeaky toys as the puppy could chew the
toy and swallow the squeaker.  This has often ended in surgery and even if
it doesn't the squeaking will drive you insane as they catch on pretty
quickly on how to bite in exactly the right spot.  Only let them play with
rubber balls if you are supervising as swallowed rubber can upset their
stomachs.  

Looking after your German Shepherd’s Health

Animal lovers have been saying it for years, but animals, especially pets,
are people too! While this is usually meant as a joke, there are elements of
truth in it. Many people consider their pet to be a member of the family,
and especially for children, the companionship of a loved pet can be
something they’ll remember and cherish for their whole life. 

That is why there are some things that you should think about for your pet.
Obviously you will want it to be happy, and you should therefore make
sure that you are feeding it well, with nutritious and healthy food. This
doesn’t mean going overboard and giving your dog steak every day, but
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there are plenty of good quality pet food brands on the market and if you
choose one of these it should keep your pet happy and healthy. 

Another thing you may wish to give consideration to is housing and space.
Make sure you have enough space for the pet you choose. While this is a
matter of personal choice, it is generally not such a great idea to have a
large dog in a small apartment. If you don’t have a garden then make sure
you take your dog out for a walk every day and let it get the exercise it
needs. Physical exercise is very important to an animal’s well being, both
mental and physical. 

As far as health goes, you may wish to have you pet visit the vet for health
check-ups. At least have necessary injections provided and other
treatments that are recommended for the animal you have. This not only
benefits the pet’s health but yours and your families also if they are in close
contact with the animal. While vet costs can be very expensive, it is now
possible to get pet insurance that will cover all the costs that may be
incurred by vets. This is very important for your pet as many trips to the
vet may not seem vital, but in fact are very important to an animal’s health
and if you have insurance to cover the costs, you are far less likely to put
the visit off and instead you will go and give your pet the treatment it
needs. 

Pet insurance is growing rapidly in popularity as people who genuinely
care about their animal, but are not in a position to meet the potentially
very high costs of treatment realise that they can provide everything their
pet needs at an affordable monthly price.

Start With German Shepherd Dog Training Basics

A crate is useful training tool both for house training and puppy behavior
in general. Treat it as you would a childs bedroom.  It is a safe comfortable
place to sleep but occasionally they will be sent there when naughty.
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You should begin your dog training basics by putting your puppy in its
crate any time you need to leave them unsupervised in the house, or at
night. This gets them used to it and they will often go there on their own
when they want to get away from people. They will cry at first but do not
let them out right away.  If you do they will quickly learn that all they have
to do is whine and you will let them out. 

There will come a time when you need to discipline your puppy.  You
should never hit your puppy or raise your voice.  You can use the crate as a
time-out  place.  This is useful if your puppy is play biting too much or if
you have caught them chewing the furniture. Make sure that the
punishment instantly follows the bad behavior or they will not know what
they are in there for.  Put them in quickly with a firm, No, and leave them
in there for a few minutes.  If you have to repeat it then increase the
minutes until you get the action to stop.  This one tool will give you some
control and get you started on the dog training basics you will need.

How Is Your German Shepherd’s Diet?   
Dog Nutrition Tips

Part of being a loving, responsible German Shepherd owner is providing
him with the proper diet to ensure he stays healthy. Many owners believe
just because they purchase the most expensive brands of dog food for their
Pit Bull that he is getting all of the vitamins and nutrients he needs, but
often times, that is not the case. Humans can’t meet all of their nutritional
requirements by eating one particular food, and neither can your German
Shepherd. You are the one who is in control of this day to day aspect of
your German Shepherd’s life, so essentially his health is up to you.



www.e-Bestsellers.com

It is important to try to make sure your German Shepherd’s diet consists of
all the vitamins and nutrients he needs to be healthy. A lack of vital
vitamins and nutrients can cause your German Shepherd to have stomach
problems, bones that break easily, and have weight problems. You can take
the best care of your German Shepherd, but if he doesn’t have a proper
diet, it isn’t going to make any difference. Diet also plays a role in your
dog’s ability to fight off disease and infection, much the same as it does
with humans. Your veterinarian can help made recommendations to help
you provide the best diet possible for your German Shepherd.

When purchasing food for your German Shepherd, you should get a
variety. Mixing up dry food and canned food will help give you a good
mixture of ingredients and nutritional value that should help you to cover
all the bases. Your dog will also enjoy the different textures of the food.
They also enjoy bones and meant flavored treats.

German Shepherds prefer dog foods made of meat, as they are primarily
carnivores. Meat is a good source of energy and helps your German
Shepherd grow, but he also needs fiber and carbohydrates to help with
food absorption.

Many German Shepherds also love to eat vegetables, hard to believe, huh?
Check with your veterinarian first to make sure it is okay, then try it out. If
your German Shepherd likes them, he will be getting plenty of additional
vitamins and nutrients that dog food alone may not offer. It will also help
to add some variety into his diet.

Making certain your German Shepherd’s diet is up to par is one of your
responsibilities as a loving owner. It is important to talk to your
veterinarian to see what his thoughts are and what he recommends, but
whatever you decide, your German Shepherd’s health depends on you
making smart choices on his behalf.
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Home Made Diets

 Home made diets are important in the dog feeding. Many a times,
the commercial diets consist of food items that have artificial coloring
agents and flavoring agents that are harmful to the dog's body. Home
made food items have the guarantee of freshness in the preparation unlike
the ready-made commercial items.

 The preservatives added in the commercial food items may not be
the suitable ones to the dogs from the health point of view.  Even in case of
renal diseases in dogs, the home made diets may be made with ground
beef, slices of bread, calcium carbonate, boiled eggs etc. 

 The purpose is to have the restricted protein supply in the feed
items prepared.  This should be carried out with home made diets
prepared exclusively for the dogs suffering from renal diseases. Water is
added in sufficient quantities to help the proper metabolism in the
digestion-impaired renal cases. 

 The dog may have allergic symptoms like severe itching, which
may not get corrected by different kinds of medications employed over a
period of time.  Such cases may get easily treated once the dog food is
changed from the commercial type of food to the home made food items.

 Often, the home made food items are prepared using the freezing
procedures to kill the germs or by adding grape seed extracts to provide
sufficient antioxidants to the home made food items.  Food grade vinegar is
also added in many times to the meat pieces prepared in a fresh manner. 
All these can be enriched with vitamin supplements that are available in
fruit essences, fish oil etc. 

 Cranberry juice, bananas, fish and meat are prepared in a quality
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manner and no preservatives are added during the preparation of these
kinds of food items and the dog becomes more active after the
consumption of such food items.

The Basic Commands Of
German Shepherd Dog Training

The German Shepherd Dog truly is a wonderful animal and not only do
they make good working dogs, they also make superb family pets. They
are however very different from other pet breeds and need to be handled
and trained with a different approach to say your average labrador or
poodle for instance.

The GSD is a large, strong athletic dog, which needs a lot of mental
stimulation and exercise but a well trained shepherd can learn to do almost
anything. These dogs positively thrive on challenging activities and they
are so willing to serve their master and please. As a working dog used by
most police forces, the very look of a GSD is usually enough to act as a
deterrent but when called into action there are few dogs that can match the
German Shepherd as an all rounder.

If you are considering becoming an owner of a GSD then you need to
consider the commitment to training in order that you have happy, well
behaved German Shepherd dog that you can take out safely in public.

If you haven't previously owned one of these dogs then please do not take
on a youngster lightly. Being involved in GSD rescue I have lost count of
the number of young dogs I have had to re-home because owners bought
them without doing a bit of research first.
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As youngsters they can be very boisterous and can easily knock over
children or elderly relatives, especially if you do not discourage the dog
from jumping up when excited. A bored GSD can be very destructive and
if left alone will trash your house and contents with ease using their big
teeth and claws. Unfortunately these dogs don't really mature until they
are about 3 years old so you are in for the long haul to get through the
puppy and adolescent stage

The German Shepherd needs to be well socialised from an early age and
needs plenty of exposure to people and other dogs so that they do not
develop aggressive tendencies as they mature.

Joining a dog training class from an early age is a good idea and most clubs
will accept dogs into the puppy classes from about 4 months onwards. This
should be good fun for your puppy and allows him to play and to socialise
but it also serves the purpose of teaching him or her what is acceptable and
what is not. This will prove invaluable grounding for your German
Shepherd training.  

When choosing a dog training class do check out a few first as not all
classes make German Shepherds welcome and if any club asks that you
muzzle your dog, please give it a miss and move on and find another club.
No reputable dog training class would require a dog to be muzzled. If your
dog is aggressive towards other dogs there are better ways of controlling
the dog safely such as by using a Canny Collar which is a simple effective
head collar similar to those used on horses.  

The earlier you start training and socialisation the better as GSD's often
develop a tendency to be aggressive towards other dogs and also towards
strangers and they can become very protective towards their owners and
property.  

Another important part of training your german shepherd is to get him



www.e-Bestsellers.com

used to being groomed because they shed copious amounts of hair and
although they only moult once a year, it lasts for 365 days. So be prepared
for dog hair all over your house, your clothes, in your food and buy
yourself a very good vacuum cleaner.

Wanting a calm and obedient dog is important for a dog owner for a
number of reasons.  Well-trained and obedient dogs are often happier and
less aggressive with other dogs and people.  The law is another reason for a
well-trained dog; many cities have ordinances requiring properly behaved
dogs.  This is true for certain breeds that are reputed to have aggression
and other behavior issues, such as Pit Bulls and Rottweilers.

Training your dog well will make him a much better family companion,
especially if you have children.  Studies show that basic dog training can
help to down the number of dog bites and other bad behaviors.

If you are thinking about training your dog or enlisting the help of a
professional, there are certain basic commands that you and the dog should
learn well in order for the dog to be considered trained.  These basic
commands are:

• Heel – it is important a dog learn to walk next to his owner on a
loose leash, without pulling or being pulled
• Respond to “No” – This can save you and your dog a lot of
trouble.
• Sit – This command is very basic and one of the most important.
• Stay – A well-trained dog should learn to stay where you tell him.
• Down – More than just a cute trick, down is a key element of a
basic dog training program.  

There is more to dog training than teaching obedience.  Training your dog
can help to create and strengthen your bond.  Because dogs are pack
animals by nature, they look to a leader for guidance.  The key to successful
dog training is to make sure you are the leader.  
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Establishing yourself as pack leader to your dog is very important.  Each
dog pack only has one leader, and in your case, it must be you, the human. 
Without this, there will be many behavior issues to deal with.

A well-trained dog will respond to all of your commands, and will not be
anxious, confused, or belligerent.  Any good dog training program focuses
on teaching the dog what is expected of him, and will utilize positive
reinforcement to reward desired behaviors.

Obedience training is not only great for you, but it helps your dog as well. 
It fulfills his need for physical activity, security, and trust between you and
him.  Dog training provides your dog with an important task, and a goal to
reach.

Giving the dog a job can be crucial to his well-being.  Dogs were originally
bred by humans complete important tasks with them and for them.  Most
dogs today are merely pets, and have no important job to do.   This can
lead to boredom and bad behavior.  

Basic obedience training, along with constant reinforcement of the
commands can provide the dog with a task.  This is particularly crucial for
high-energy breeds such as German Shepherds and Border Collies. 
Conducting training sessions with breeds such as these is ideal for letting
these high-energy dogs expend their energy and have fun with you at the
same time.

Making your training sessions fun is a great way to prevent boredom for
both you and the dog.  Playing with your dog while training him
strengthen the bond of love and trust between you – the pack leader – and
your dog.
Training your German Shepherd should be very much part of everyday life
and is should be fun so stick with it because it really will be worth it in the
end.
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The Importance of Early
German Shepherd Puppy Training

That sweet little bundle of fur you brought home for the kids is getting
bigger now, and needs to learn some manners. At what point does its
nibbling on your fingers stop being cute? When do its “accidents” start
being on purpose? How do you know when it’s a good time to start
training your puppy?

Some experts have recently begun to suggest that the training process
starts before the puppy is born. In the past, the prenatal period wasn’t
considered in the social development of dogs because the unborn puppies
couldn’t be observed. The availability of the ultrasound machine shed new
light on what happens in the womb as early as the fourth week of
gestation. 

Scientist theorize that since puppies’ are responsive to touch at birth, their
conditioning to touch begins before they’re born, possibly by nudges from
the pregnant mother. Studies show that the offspring of pregnant animals
are calmer and easier socialized when the mother is regularly petted.

In roughly the first 14 days of a puppy’s life it may be able to learn some
associations, such as recognizing a human caregiver, but it is still so
mentally undeveloped that anything he learns isn’t likely to carry over to
progressive stages of development.

During the three to 12-week period the puppy begins to pick up on social
behaviors. Playful wrestling, curiosity and even mimicking sexual behavior
is an important part of teaching the puppy its place in the family. It’s also
important that the puppy has plenty of time with its mother and
littermates, where the mother will teach it to play well with others. Puppies
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can learn tricks and basic commands, such as sit and stay as early as eight
weeks of age. At this point, it’s only limited by its still-developing
coordination, concentration and physical stamina.

Obedience classes are a good place for pet owners to learn how to
communicate with their animals. Some trainers offer socialization classes as
soon as the puppy is established in its permanent home, but obedience
classes typically want the animal to have at least started getting its initial
vaccinations first, usually around three to six months of age. The longer
training is put off, the more difficult it will be for both dog and handler,
especially if the dog has already begun to pick up bad habits. It’s easier to
instill good behavior than to try to deprogram bad behavior.

The emotional maturity and stability of the dog is equally important as the
age factor in deciding when to start the training process. Often the handler
focuses too heavily on making sure the dog understands the commands
being issued and doesn’t pay enough attention to the information the dog
is sending. This is counterproductive, because an animal that is stress,
scared, confused or distracted will not learn efficiently.

House Training A German Shepherd Dog – 
The Simple Way

The German Shepherd puppy is new and oh so cute.  You cuddle with it
every day and love to chase it around the yard or play tug of war with the
stuffed animal that, in a year will probably be missing most of its limbs. 
However, all is not fun and games in the house with the new puppy.  Now
comes the hard part, house training the dog.

As the new puppy does one of two things to relieve him/herself in the
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middle of your new white carpet you find yourself wondering why it is so
difficult for the dog to understand that you do not go in the house.  You
think to yourself why would anyone, animals included, go to the bathroom
where they live? Would they not want it as far away as possible?  You
think your puppy must just be thickheaded, anyone with a dog has looked
at their animal at this stage and said “you stupid dog”.  However, then you
remember that for a couple years after you were born you not only went to
the bathroom where you live but actually in your pants and you feel
slightly bad for being so frustrated with your dog’s seeming lack of
intelligence.

The most important issue in house training dogs should be teaching him to
control his bowel. When he is still a puppy, he has not yet developed
bladder control.

House training dogs is hard when you are not home. Your puppy needs a
lot of attention. You should first confine your puppy in a puppy-proof
room with paper spread all over the floor. Put his water bowls and food
right next to it. The papers you have set on the floor may be dragged and
chewed around his little den, but its important and helpful in teaching
your puppy where to eliminate his waste properly. There will be no reason
for him to defecate elsewhere. Your puppy will ‘go’ on the paper, and you
need to clean it up when you arrive home. This may be an additional job
for you, but patience is all it takes. Don’t worry because later on, he will
move past this stage. 

Paper training is very useful and a proven technique in training dogs. In
this way, no matter where the dog relieves himself, he will still eliminate
on the paper because he has no choice. Little by little, you will see some
changes. Gradually reduce the amount paper you have set on the ground.
Start to move the paper outside the house. Of course, as your puppy has
become used to using the paper he will look for it. Once the paper has been
moved to outside the house, your training is near its end. Move the paper
about an inch per day. 
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Occasionally, you may discover that he has had ‘accidents’ inside the house
again. Don’t be discouraged. This happens. What you need to do is repeat
the training. But understand that it will not be as hard as the first time.
House training your dog is key for both your dog and your sanity and
sanitation.

Puppies under six months old should not be expected to be “good” all day
while you’re at work, the kids are at school and no one’s there. If someone
can’t get home at mid-day to take the puppy out, exercise it and give it
some lunch, it may not be the right time for a dog.

Years ago, before crate training became the norm in housebreaking, most
dogs were “paper-trained” as puppies. I don’t really advise it unless you
intend to make it the last stop in dog training. It’s hard to transition a dog
from the paper to outside. 

Small dog owners may like the option of a permanent, indoor toilet area for
their dogs, a “litter box” for dogs. It solves the issues of walking the dog in
inclement weather, keeping the dog warm in winter and works well for
many apartment dwellers without immediate access to the outdoors.  Since
small dogs seem to need to eliminate more often, continuous access to a
litter box may be ideal for some small dog owners. 

Wherever you decide you want your dog to “do its business,” take it there
at regular intervals, give it whatever command you choose to use for the
behavior and be patient. I even recommend carrying the dog to the toilet
area first thing in the morning, or any time you know it really has to go. 

When your dog produces the behavior you want - don’t forget the praise.
Let your dog know you’re happy with her. And when your dog does “mess
up,” remember it’s your fault. It’s always your fault. You weren’t paying
attention, you didn’t see the signs, you didn’t get the dog outside in time. 
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If you catch Fido in the act, make a loud noise to distract it (I tend to scream
“No,” or drop a heavy book on the floor) and hustle the dog outside. If the
dog finishes its business outside, praise him to the skies; “What a
wonderful, clever puppy you are!” Ideally, someone else will have cleaned
up while you’re outside. If not, don’t let the pup watch you do it. 

There is no punishment for messing in the house. If you don’t catch the dog
in the act, it’s your fault. Just clean up and forget about it. If you take a
page from prehistory and “rub his nose in it,” your dog will learn that it’s
bad for him if you find messes. So he’ll hide them. Dogs don’t have a
“cause and effect” memory.  

House training a dog is without a doubt a frustrating process.  You wish
you could just throw them outside and they would figure it out
themselves.  Unfortunately it is not this easy; it requires a bit more patience
and perseverance.  So you do a couple things as you look at the seemingly
hopeless situation that has the potential to turn very expensive if you are
again forced to replace your carpet.  First of all you remember that you
knew house training a dog was not easy or fun, second you remember that
you are the idiot that bought new carpet two months before you decided to
get a dog.  Now you suck it up and you go to the book store to get the
newest book on house training a dog and hope that it has some
enlightening information that will save you both time and
money-discounting the $30 you just spent on the book of course.

The Dog Lover's Mega Collection give you the secret -- and the solution -- to
your communication problems with your dog...
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How To Effectively Crate Train Your
German Shepherd Dog

Using a crate to train your dog is one of the best methods available. Crate
training works well because it ties in with the natural instincts of your dog.
By using this method of training you will have a clean home and a dog
which behaves properly. The most important thing to understand about
crate training is that a dog will want to avoid urinating in the place where
it sleeps. It will see the crate as being its home.

The first thing you want to do when crate training your dog is to use a
consistent schedule. This will allow the dog to relieve itself  in the righ
place instead of a place where you don't want them to. It is also important
to reward the dog when they behave properly, but not get angry when they
don't do what you want. It takes time for a dog to learn, and you will need
to have patience when trying to train them.  When you are not at home,
you will want to keep your dog in a closed off space.

The space should have a bed, clean water, and toys so that the dog doesn't
become lonely or aggravated. Crate training works differently than just
confining a dog to a certain room. When you use crate training you will
want to place the dog within the crate when you are not watching him.
While this may sound abusive at first, it is important to remember that
dogs naturally like being in confined spaces. They are den animals. The
dog will begin to think of the crate as being his home, and will not relieve
himself there.

After the dog has been in the crate for a while, you will want to take them
to the location where it is allowed to relieve itself. Once it does, reward him
with a treat or praises. You want the dog to associate relieving itself in the
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right place with rewards. This will give it an incentive to continue
behaving properly. Don't allow the dog to stay in the crate for a long time,
as it will be forced to relieve itself in the crate and this is something that
neither of you want. It could will reverse all the training you've given the
dog.

The dog should only be put in the crate while you're present. The dog
should be allowed to go to the rest room every 40 minutes, accept at night.
The dog should be placed on a leash when you take him out. Give him
about three to five minutes to finish. If the dog doesn't relieve itself, you
should quickly take him back to the crate. If the dog does relieve itself,
rewared him with treats or a walk.

Teaching Your German Shepherd Puppy To Accept The
Collar And Lead

Walking on a collar and lead is an important skill that every dog must
learn.  Even the best trained dog should never be taken outside the home or
yard without a sturdy collar and leash.  Even if your dog is trained
perfectly to go off lead, accidents and distractions do happen, and a collar,
with proper identification attached, is the best way to be sure you will get
your beloved companion back.                                           

Of course before you can teach your new puppy to accept a leash, he or she
must first learn to accept wearing a collar.  The first step is to choose a
collar that fits the dog properly.  It is important to measure the puppy’s
neck, and to choose a collar size accordingly.  

After the collar has been put on the puppy, simply let him or her get used
to it.  It is not unusual for a puppy to try to pull on the collar, whine, roll or
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squirm when first introduced to a collar.  

The best strategy is to simply ignore the puppy and let him or her get used
to the collar.  It is a mistake to either punish the dog for playing with the
collar or to encourage the behavior.  Distracting the puppy often helps, and
playing with a favorite toy, or eating some favorite treats, can help the
puppy quickly forget that he or she is wearing this strange piece of
equipment.

After the dog has learned to accept the collar, try adding the leash.  Hook
the leash to the collar and simply sit and watch the puppy.  Obviously, this
should only be done either in the house or in a confined outdoor area.  The
puppy should be allowed to drag the leash around on its own, but of
course the owner should keep a close eye on the puppy to ensure that the
leash does not become snagged or hung up on anything.

At first, the leash should only be left on for a few minutes at a time.  It is a
good idea to attach the leash at mealtimes, playtime and other positive
times in the life of the German Shepherd puppy.  

That way the puppy will begin to associate the leash with good things and
look forward to it.  If the puppy shows a high degree of fear of the leash, it
is a good idea to place it next to the food bowl for awhile to let him get
used to it slowly.  Eventually, he will come to understand that the leash is
nothing to be afraid of.

After the puppy is comfortable with walking around the house wearing the
leash, it is time for you to pick up the end of the leash for a few minutes. 
You should not try to walk the puppy on the leash; simply hold the end of
the leash and follow the puppy around as he or she walks around.  You
should try to avoid situations where the leash becomes taut, and any
pulling or straining on the leash should be avoided.  It is fine for the puppy
to sit down.  Try a few games with the collar and lead.  
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For instance, back up and encourage the puppy to walk toward you.  Don’t
drag the puppy forward, simply encourage him to come to you.  If he does,
praise him profusely and reward him with a food treat or toy.  You should
always strive to make all the time spent on the leash as pleasant as
possible.

It is important to give the puppy plenty of practice in getting used to
walking on the leash in the home.  It is best to do plenty of work in the
home, since it is a safe environment with few distractions.  After the puppy
is comfortable walking indoors on a leash, it is time to start going outside,
beginning of course in a small, enclosed area like a fenced yard.  

After the puppy has mastered walking calmly outdoors on a leash, it is
time to visit some places where there are more distractions.  You may want
to start with a place like a neighbor’s yard.  Walking your new puppy
around the neighborhood is a good way to introduce your neighbors to the
new puppy, while giving the puppy valuable experience in avoiding
distractions and focusing on his leash training.

German Shepherd Puppies sometimes develop bad habits with their
leashes, such as biting or chewing on the leash.  To discourage this type of
behavior, try applying a little bit of bitter apple, Tabasco sauce or similar
substance (just make sure the substance you use is not toxic to dogs).  This
strategy usually convinces puppies that chewing the leash is a bad idea.

The Dog Lover's Mega Collection give you the secret -- and the solution -- to
your communication problems with your dog...
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German Shepherd Obedience Training
Clicker Training

A very popular technique that is being used for German Shepherd terrier
training is with the help of a "clicker". Clicker dog obedience training
makes use of a small plastic box that has a metal button on top of it which
makes a clicking sound once it is pressed. Clicker training is hit or miss,
your German Shepherd may react well and learn from it or he may decide
otherwise. There have been a lot of success stories with clicker training.

Canine training research has shown in many dog studies that the clicker
promotes obedience training without the use of harsh discipline or
negative reinforcement. The idea behind clicker training is that whenever
your Pit does something positive, he'll get rewarded and continue to
behave in that manner. Dogs are extremely intelligent and if they do
something that earns them praise or a tasty treat, they'll quickly learn to
repeat the action. 

Training your German Shepherd Dog with a clicker is a good way to
reinforce positive behaviors. If your German Shepherd obeys you by
following your "sit" command, simply give the clicker a "click" and
immediately reward him with a treat. The next time your German
Shepherd obeys, do the same but don’t say anything verbally. Your dog
will soon realize that whenever he sits, he hears a "click" and gets a treat.
This is powerful because he will associate the clicking sound with positive
reinforcement and will soon obey even without the treat. 

Clicker dog training is never used in conjunction with negative
reinforcement because researchers believe that although punishment does
stop some bad behaviour, it could also potentially create other unwanted
behaviors. Punishment, or negative reinforcement, is almost always
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practiced after a dog has done something wrong. Therefore, dogs see
punishment as a random consequence which makes in ineffective as a
training technique.

German Shepherd Crate Training

Many people believe that crate training a dog is cruel and unusual
punishment. Nothing could be further from the truth however. Most dogs
find that having their own "space" is comforting and gives them a feeling of
security.

Before we talk more about crate training, I need to point out that it should
never be used as a form of punishment. Also, a crate is not a substitute for
spending time with your dog and don't ever fall into the trap of leaving
your German Shepherd in his crate for more than 4 hours at a time. Many
dog owners use crates improperly and end up with more problems than
they initially started with.

First, it is important to identify the problem that you are trying to solve by
crate training your German Shepherd. Is it potty training? Chewing and
destroying things while left unattended?

The next thing that you need to do is prepare your dog's crate. Make it
comfortable for him and place some bedding, a few toys, and give them
access to a small amount of water. If you notice that your dog starts to get
uncomfortable in his crate, make sure to take him out outside so he can
relieve himself. Once he does, remember to praise him excitedly. Crate
training your dog will take some time and a little bit of patience, especially
if you have a stubborn German Shepherd.

When first beginning the crate training routine, it is not uncommon for the
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dog to whine or bark. The biggest mistake that many owners make is
feeling sorry for the dog and letting them out of the crate. Whatever you
do, don't do this. Your German Shepherd needs to know that barking is not
the solution and he needs to take some time to get comfortable in his new
environment.

Crate training is a responsible practice that all dog owners should use. It
provides a safe place for the dog to hang out and relax and it maintains
order around the house at the same time. I strongly encourage you to start
a crate training routine with your German Shepherd terrier today!

Potty Train Your German Shepherd Puppy

Potty training your new German Shepherd puppy is a necessary evil. Your
dog needs to learn at an early age where to properly relieve himself. You
can begin working with your pup at 8 weeks of age.

German Shepherd Puppy potty training can sometimes prove to be a
frustrating task. You must do the same routine every single day and it is
important to give your puppy a lot of extra attention as this will make the
house breaking process much easier. The house training process will take
longer if you are gone during the day at a job because your dog won't be
able to hold it for extended periods of time when he is just starting out.

To begin potty training your German Shepherd, give him an area that is all
his own. A tiled laundry room works very well if you have one in your
residence. Cover the area with newspaper and make sure that you give him
access to his bed, toys, and food bowl. When leaving to go out, make sure
that your Pit pup is in his "area" and cannot leave. You can buy a baby gate
which will keep him confined, without feeling shut in.
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After you have gone, he will need to go potty at some point and will relieve
himself. As time goes on, he will begin to go in the same spot and when
this starts to happen, simply begin to remove the newspaper in the rest of
the room which is not being used. Continue doing this until the only patch
of newspaper in the room is the area he has chosen to do his business.

When at home, spend as much time with your German Shepherd puppy as
possible. The potty training process will be much, much easier if take your
dog outside every 45 minutes or so, then praise him excitedly when he
relieves himself in the yard. You can also give him a small treat when he
goes to the bathroom outside to further encourage his good behavior. 

Here are five important tips to remember when you are trying to house
break your puppy… 

1. You should always praise your puppy when she does what she is
supposed to do. 

2. Give your puppy a treat when she goes to the bathroom outside. 

3. You should scold your puppy if she makes a mistake in the house but
you need to do it immediately. It can cause more harm than good if you
scold the puppy later. She won’t understand why she is being scolded. 

4. Take the puppy outside at least every 45 minutes. You should give her a
command to “Go potty!” or something to that effect. She will learn what
she needs to do when you give her that command. 

5. Thoroughly clean any area where the puppy has made a mistake. The
odor will attract her back to the same spot and she will do it again.
Non-ammonia products tend to work best. 

Patience is very important when you are house breaking your puppy.
There will be accidents; they just can’t be avoided. The key is consistency.
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Take the German Shepherd puppy out regularly. Praise her when she is
good. Scold her when she is bad. Some puppies can learn very quickly and
some puppies take a little longer. Either way, you will become best friends
and you will enjoy a long, happy, accident-free time with your potty
trained puppy!

It is a bad idea and completely ineffective to scold your puppy for having
an accident in the house. Positive reinforcement and a lot of extra time and
attention is the best way to handle this task and remember that no dog is
completely potty trained until they have reached the age of 6-8 months.
Patience is a must!

How  To Choose A Good Training School For Your
German Shepherd Dog

There are many things dogs can be trained to do but, of all the tasks a
working dog can perform, search and rescue ranks the highest for needing
qualified, professional trainers. A Search and Rescue (SAR) dog’s
performance, quite literally, can determine life or death to a human in
need. 

As shocking as it may sound, there is no set of standards for rescue dog
training. Subsequently, rescue clubs, teams, and individuals emerge as
trainers, when, in fact, they may know little, or nothing at all, about
training a SAR dog. Attending seminars and reading books on the subject
are worthwhile endeavors, but they do not constitute being a SAR dog
trainer. Sadly, in a large percentage of cases, this is an assumption not only
made, but followed, and replicated. In some cases, those touting
themselves as SAR dog trainers scarcely have enough knowledge to teach a
dog simple parlor tricks, let alone promptly and accurately scenting or
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tracking skills, where a human life hangs in the balance.

Even when the topical qualifications are in place, this is no substitute for
failing to research the validity of those qualifications. You will hear the
term “qualified instructor” often from those with police/military
backgrounds. While this sounds impressive, keep in mind that there is no
“qualification” standard to begin with, so the very title is misleading.
Further, there may be a very good reason that the individual is no longer
training/handling outside of the police/military venues. That reason may
be a desire for work in the private sector, or it could be indicative of poor
performance. 

Now, I’m not trying to paint a bleak picture; there are a number of
incredible SAR dog trainers out there. All of these great instructors hold
one thing in common: they can bear your scrutiny with flying colors. If
you’re making the huge step towards training your dog for SAR, then you
really need to make the right choices. Here are the top things to consider
when choosing a SAR dog trainer:

1. Experience. There is no substitute and there is no better gauge of a
trainer’s value. Look for trainers who have years of experience in a wide
variety of disciplines, not just SAR. Demonstrated ability, in more than a
single focus, means that the trainer will be able to administer a wide
variety of training methods to accomplish the end goal. Other potential
disciplines to look for include: agility, obedience, hunting, or herding. This
experience is easily verified by titles such as: Companion Dog (CD, CDX)
Agility Dog (AD, MACH, NATCH), Schutzhund (I, II, II) to name a few.

2. Actual SAR experience is a must. SAR dogs perform a number of tasks
that your instructor MUST have real-world experience with. They need to
be well-versed, from first-hand experience, on how lost or fleeing people
will act, how a crime scene needs to be preserved in cadaver searches
resulting from criminal acts, etc. 
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3. The trainer should be well-versed on all breeds and capable of assessing
and advising on the limitations and capacity of that breed. 

4. Separate marketing from proven performance. If your trainer is good,
you can bet he or she will have references. Contact those agencies and
inquire about the specific services the trainer was hired for and their
thoughts regarding the trainer’s services. Just because they have a polished
web site, well-designed brochures, etc., does not mean they’re the best pick,
by default. In some cases, a smaller organization may actually yield better
references. 

The decision for you, and your dog, to become involved in SAR is a big
one. Take the time to do your homework. Your success and enjoyment will
not only be richer but it may, in fact, save a life!

Your German Shepherd dog’s health is a Major Concern

Owning a dog is one of the most rewarding experiences a person can have
in their lifetime, but having a dog is much more than the occasional walk
around the block or playing fetch in the yard. There are many other
responsibilities that one must consider in order to be a good dog owner.
Your dog’s health is a major concern to any good pet owner and in this
article we will concentrate on some preventable threats to your pet.

As winter ends and spring starts, so do different types of threats to your
dog. Obviously, as the weather starts getting nicer, your pet spends more
time outdoors and is more susceptible to the these threats. It is important to
be alert for ticks, mosquitoes and micro organisms that spread diseases that
are harmful to your dog’s health. Ticks normally live in wooded areas or in
tall brush and do not transmit bacteria through the air, but by biting the
dog. Some other threats are summarized below:



www.e-Bestsellers.com

Lyme disease- is a tick-borne bacterial disease and it can cause lameness,
kidney damage and death.

Leptospirosis- this is the #1 cause of acute renal failure, “lepto” is a deadly
bacterial disease that is spread by contact with urine from other pets,
wildlife and livestock and can be transmitted from dogs to people.

Rabies- is a fatal viral disease transmitted by saliva most often through bite
wounds and is a threat to both humans and animals.

Heartworm Disease- is a mosquito-borne disease that is preventable and
attacks multiple organs and will cause death if untreated.

As a dog owner, there are many things you can do to minimize the risk to
your pet. Brush your dog often and visually inspect your animal especially
after an outing in the woods. Additionally, use tick and flea treatments and
medications that your veterinarian recommends to kill these harmful pests.
Furthermore, your veterinarian can suggest how to protect your pet from
lyme disease through vaccination.

There is another important factor in taking care of your dog: twice-a-year
wellness exams. You see, dogs age faster than we do and major health
changes can occur in a short amount of time. Moreover, your dog is living
longer, which increases the chance of potentially serious illnesses during
their lifetime.

These wellness exams can help your veterinarian diagnose, treat or prevent
problems before they become life threatening. Additionally, these exams
allow the veterinarian to discuss nutrition, your dog’s behavior or other
concerns you may have.

Pets offer emotional support, help people exercise and assist the disabled. 
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On the other hand, pets (and other animals) can also spread diseases to
people. Called zoonotic diseases or zoonoses, they can be especially
dangerous for young children and people with certain medical conditions.

There are two main types. One, such as leptospirosis (a bacterial infection),
can be transmitted from animals to people. The other type infects both
people and pets. Lyme disease, for example, can cause arthritis and is
spread by ticks.

Fortunately, there are ways to keep your family and pets healthy.
According to veterinarians, you should:

Get a wellness exam for your pet every six months. Remember, pets age
seven times faster, on average, than people and need regular checkups.

Make sure your pet is protected against disease whenever possible.
Many zoonotic diseases, including leptospirosis, Lyme disease, rabies
and giardia (a parasitic infection), can be prevented by vaccination.

Ask your veterinarian about flea and tick control.

Wash your hands often when touching, playing with or caring for pets.

Never handle the stool of any animal without wearing disposable gloves
or using a plastic barrier.

Avoid kissing your pet or letting him lick your face.

Do daily "tick checks" on yourself, your kids and your pet. If you find a
tick, use tweezers to slowly pull it out. After removing the tick, immerse
it in rubbing alcohol. Wash the tick bite wound and your hands with
soap and water.

If you're pregnant, have someone else clean the cat's litter box. If you
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must do it yourself, wear gloves and immediately wash your hands
after changing the litter.

Wash your hands after gardening or working in soil where pets may
have relieved themselves.

If you are scratched or bitten, wash the area with soap and water right
away and administer first aid. If you are concerned, contact your health
care professional.

Not let your pet drink from standing water outdoors.

Remove food, garbage or nesting material that may attract
disease-carrying wildlife.

To help protect pets and the people they come in contact with, thousands
of U.S. veterinary clinics are participating in National Pet Wellness Month,
a veterinary clinic-centered educational campaign sponsored by the
American Veterinary Medical Association and Fort Dodge Animal Health. 

Veterinary clinics offer pet wellness exams and consult with pet owners
about disease prevention and other ways to help their pets live longer,
healthier and happier lives.

Your veterinarian will know the predominant disease threats in your area
and can develop a plan to provide disease protection for you and your pet.

In return for all this attention, your dog will reciprocate with unconditional
love, friendship and affection. Try to educate yourself to protect your dog
from these and other harmful threats. If we were to think in terms of
finances, what a wonderful return on your investment!

The Dog Lover's Mega Collection give you the secret -- and the solution -- to
your communication problems with your dog...
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How to know when your German Shepherd Dog is sick

You are a dog lover and a responsible pet owner.  You know today is the
whelping day of your bitch and you make yourself available for this event. 
You know well that preparation for the whelping day is a very important
task. So, you make the supplies available and ready on hand. So far,
everything went well. 

But delivery problems do arise sometimes.  Your German Shepherd dog
can’t tell you she is in trouble. You got to know what to look for in case
whelping is not going to happen the normal way in the earliest possible
time.  And you got to know when to seek the assistance of your
veterinarian.

Although most dogs deliver without need for assistance, professional
assistance should be sought if any of the following occur:

- A bitch's temperature drops and no signs of labor begin within 24 hours.
Some veterinarians recommend to start taking the temperature of the bitch
two or three times daily about one week prior to anticipated whelping.
This will help to ensure you do not miss the temperature drop that signals
oncoming whelping.

- Two hours from the first strong contraction go by without any puppy
coming out. The most common reason for these the delays to take place is
the uterine inertia or what is the same, the lack of muscular tone in the
uterus, although you must also suspect of the existence of hormonal
anomalies.

- There is strong, persistent labor for 30 minutes without a puppy being
delivered. If it takes more than 30 minutes for the puppy to be born, he can
mean that it is either too big or not well-positioned.
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- There is weak, intermittent labor for 30 minutes without delivery of any
puppies.

- Green, black or red discharge can be seen before delivery, indicating
placental separation.

- It has been more than 4 hours since the last birth and it is probable that
more puppies are still inside.

- There is a greenish-black discharge and no labor or puppies within 3-4
hours. The greenish-black color is normal, but such a discharge should be
followed very soon by the delivery of the pups. 

- The mother experiences sudden depression or marked lethargy.

- The mother's body temperature exceeds 103ºF (39.4ºC) (via a rectal
thermometer).

- Fresh blood discharges from the vagina for more than 10 minutes.

Difficulty delivering may be managed with or without surgery. The
condition of the mother, size of the litter, and size of the puppies are factors
used in making that decision.  The best thing to do then is to be able to
evaluate the kind of problem and act accordingly, most often turning to the
help of the veterinarian.

Understanding your  German Shepherd Dog needs and keeping a watchful
eye for symptoms of sickness and ill health will ensure you can take swift
action and ensure you dog is cared for sooner than later.

The Dog Lover's Mega Collection give you the secret -- and the solution -- to
your communication problems with your dog...
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Heartworms And Your German Shepherd
Dog Health Advice

Heartworms (Latin name Dirofilaria immitis) are parasitic worms that are
common in both dogs and cats. Like their name suggests, they live in the
dog’s heart, normally free-floating in the right ventricle and nearby blood
vessels. The worms are transmitted from dog to dog by mosquitoes which
pass the worm larvae through their saliva. The presence of heartworms can
be very dangerous to the dog’s health. Although the dog will not display
signs of infection until it has progressed considerably, heartworms can be
life threatening and are sometimes difficult to detect and diagnose.

Most dogs which are infected with heartworms will not show any outward
signs of disease for as long as up to two years. Sadly, by the time the
disease starts to show signs in the dog, it is in the advanced stage. These
signs depend on several factors, such as the number of adult worms and
microfilariae present, as well as their location. The length of time the
infection has been present, and the amount of damage already done to the
heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys are all essential factors.

Signs of Heartworm Infection

When a dog is first infected with heartworms, there are literally no signs
and the presence of heartworms can not be detected even with a blood test.
Once the worm larva reaches the heart and matures, however, signs that
are detectible by X-ray start to develop almost immediately. These include
damage to the blood vessels around the heart and lungs. It is rare that a
dog will be infected by only one worm and as the mature worms in the
heart grow in size and number, the conditions worsen, eventually causing
a blockage of blood flow. It is at this point that the dog will start to display
physical signs which can include pain, hypertension, difficulty breathing,
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lethargy or even fainting. In extremely progressed cases the dog can suffer
from heart failure and death although by the time the heartworm disease
has reached this stage the owner has probably realized that something is
going on and sought veterinary care.

Treating Heartworm Infection

Once a dog has been diagnosed as having heartworms, treatment must be
started. What this treatment is and how it is administered is dependant on
the stage of heartworm infection. Generally, there are four stages of
heartworm disease.

• Stage One – Dogs at the lowest risk – heartworms are detected in X-rays
but all other tests appear normal.

• Stage Two – Dogs are moderately infected, may have some difficulty
breathing and be demonstrating coughing

• Stage Three – Dogs are severely affected & may display weight loss, have
difficulty breathing, blood tests likely show kidney and/or liver damage

• Stage Four – Dogs have Vena Cava Syndrome and are in shock,
essentially dying – surgery may be undertaken to remove worms, but there
is no guarantee that it will save the dog.

When it comes to heartworms in dogs, prevention truly is the best
medicine. The best time to begin a preventative treatment is early in
puppy-hood, before the dog is seven months old since dogs older than
seven months are at a great risk for adverse reactions to the preventative
treatments.

Treatment for heartworms is available but it is costly and in some cases
may prove fatal to the dog itself. To prevent this horrible disease in your
dog, be sure to keep your dog’s regular vet appointments. Heartworms can
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be prevented easily by administering heartworm medication to your pet
each month.

As always, talk to your vet if you have any concerns that your dog may
have heartworms, and never try to treat the disease on your own. Always
consult a properly qualified professional before starting any type of
treatments on your dog.

First steps in grooming

 Grooming is one of the important activities to be known well by
the dog owner. If the dog owner is not aware of the grooming, then the dog
may encounter many types of diseases. First steps of grooming consists of
activities like maintenance of coat, nails and ears.  The maintenance of the
coat mainly consists of enrichment measures like proper bathing, combing,
drying of skin by dryers, and more. The animal need not be bathed daily
and this helps to protect the skin’s characteristics like insulation feature. 

 Use conditioners and shampoos that are meant for dogs. 
Combing needs to be carried out with a soft brush meant for use in case of
dogs. There are varieties of brushes available and depending on the type of
breeds, one can use the concerned brush.  This grooming of the coat by a
comb needs to be carried out daily and the fallen hair if any needs to be
placed in dust bin always. 

 Otherwise, when the dog owners switch on the fan, the hair will
fly and may enter the nostrils of persons. Always don’t clip too much
because this may lead to injuries of nail always. Similarly, you need to
carry all the materials required for the clipping with you before the start of
the procedure. 
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 Use a sharp clipper designed for use in case of dogs. It is better to
have the dog on the raised place and hence, the control of the animal is
easier. Ear canals are to be checked up frequently and sterile cotton may be
used for cleaning purposes. Grooming associated guidelines need to be
followed strictly by the dog owners.  

 Nail-maintenance is one of the first steps of grooming activities.
Live nail areas can be easily clipped away and are always light colored
than the reddish area of the nail in the higher position. During the holding
of your dog's feet by you, always have a firm grip. If not, the dog will take
an upper hand during the clipping and some injury may occur. 

German Shepherd Dog Dental Care?

Dental care is an important part of caring for your pet. Just like humans –
dogs have teeth that can cause problems if they are not cared for with a
proper dental routine. You may have already noticed, but dogs can suffer
from bad breath just like humans can.

Your vet is an important part of this dental care. Ask your vet to show you
how to brush your pets’ teeth properly. Your vet knows how to brush their
teeth properly so your beloved pet doesn’t get gum disease or any of the
other conditions associated with poor oral hygiene.

You are going to need to spend some time finding the right toothbrush for
your dog. You can use a child’s toothbrush – but it is recommended that
you rather buy a special toothbrush for your pet. It will make brushing
easier and will be worth the money. 

To buy a toothbrush you can visit your vet or local pet supply store. You
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might be surprised to see how many variations of pet toothbrushes and
toothpaste’s there are. Rather ask for help if you are not sure about what
kind to get. There are some rules for choosing the best brush for your dog.
You need to make sure that the bristles are soft so they don’t damage the
dog’s gums. You also need to make sure you choose the right sized brush
(just make sure its’ not too big or too small for your dogs mouth). Lastly
check that the handle is big enough for you to comfortably get a grip on the
toothbrush.

You cannot use human toothpaste on your dog. Rather use a special high
quality toothpaste with ingredients specially formulated for dogs. You
need to spend some time choosing your toothpaste too. Cheaper brands
might use ingredients that are harmful to your pet, and there are some
common ingredients can make your pet sick. Read the labels carefully and
check that the toothpaste does not contain salt, detergents or enzymes as
these are dangerous for your pet. There is a huge choice at most pet supply
store’s so ask for help and read the labels carefully.

Brushing your dogs’ teeth for the first time can be difficult; especially if
they are not used to it. This can be avoided by starting when they are
puppies – but if it’s too late for that don’t worry. The key is to be gentle,
speak in a soft voice and do not force the dog. He must learn that it is not a
big deal. Start from the back of the mouth and work your way forward in
small circular motions. 

If your dog really does not want to allow you to brush his teeth without a
fight you can use a towel first. Try rubbing his teeth so he gets used to the
sensation as well as your fingers in his mouth. Speak encouragingly and
softly; you can even sing a little tune to calm him down. After a few patient
weeks the dog should allow you to brush his teeth without any hassles. 

You should be brushing your dogs’ teeth daily; but if you can’t manage
that – once every second day should be fine. It’s important that you start
too see your dogs mouth as your own. By doing this you will ensure that
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your dogs’ teeth will last well into old age; and of course his dog breath
will improve.

Questions about heart worm

 The common questions about heart worm are often related to the
species affected by heart worms in addition to the dogs. One
should know that in addition to dogs, the cat, fox, wolf,
horse, sea lion etc. are also affected. Can this be cured
or not? Yes. This can be treated.

 What is the drug used often for the prevention of heart worm in
dogs? Ivermectin is the drug used often to have preventive
actions for these heart worms. Dogs affected reveal constant
coughing, panting and dullness in many occasions.

 What will be the size of the worms? In the case of the females, it is
about twenty-seven centimeters and in the case of males, it is about
seventeen centimeters in length. Is there any vector involve in
the transmission of the disease? Yes. Mosquitoes often get associated as
vectors in which the early development of larvae of heart worms occur in
them.

 Is the prophylaxis meant only for heart worms or others also?
The prophylaxis is meant not only for the heart worms but also
for the hook worms, whip worms, and round worms. What is the
infective type of larvae that is associated with the transmission
of these heart worms? The third stage larva that is transmitted by
the mosquito bites.

 This occurs through out the world. In some areas, the incidences
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are less in colder months in which the mosquito breeding will not
be there and may be dormant during these periods. What is the name of
the drug used for therapy and prevention? Ivermectin and
milbemycin oxime may be used for both purposes. Ivermectin is
available in injection form and oral form.

 Additionally, the forms for external application are also
available. The cost factor needs to be worked out for all these
treatments. What is the frequency of drug used for prophylaxis?
One month before the mosquito season and up to two months after the
mosquito season, ivermectin or milbemycin oxime may be given
once monthly for the prophylaxis. Diethylcarbamazine may be used
for therapy purpose. 

Questions about vaccinations

 Common questions about vaccinations are to be understood by
the dog owners, as a priority. One of the common questions is whether the
dog needs to be given vaccination on the first week of age or not.  The dogs
need not be vaccinated within five to six weeks of age.  But, if they did not
receive vaccinations, then the vaccination against the parvoviral infections
used to kill viral vaccines and measles disease may be given. 

 Another common question is whether dog is to be given
bordetella disease vaccine and lyme disease vaccine. No, these vaccines are
only optional.  Can the parvoviral vaccine can be used in first week of life?
No. This will interfere with maternal antibody levels. 

 Can a pregnant animal be vaccinated? Yes. Two to three weeks
earlier to pregnancy activity that is expected, the pregnant animal may be
vaccinated against viral diseases. This helps to provide maternal antibodies
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to the young one to be given birth. Is there any need to give rabies vaccine
to dogs? Yes.  It is a must to go for the anti rabies vaccine for dogs. 

 When this anti-rabies vaccine is given to the dogs, what
precaution does one need to undertake in this regard? Rabies vaccine is
given at age of thirteen to fifteen weeks of age and should to be repeated in
fifteen months and then once in three years.  It is important that the dog is
given this vaccine.

 However, this depends on the risk area. Is there any need for
canine distemper vaccination in case of dogs? Yes. There is a specific
requirement in the case of dogs for the vaccination against the canine
distemper.  This disease is more prevalent in most of the countries.  

 Is there any vaccination against leptospirosis and at what age, the
dog is to be vaccinated?   This is to be given at age of at six to eight weeks
of age, again at tenth to twelfth weeks, and again at thirteenth to sixteenth
weeks of age.

Surgical Neutering of the Male German Shepherd Dog

 Surgical neutering of the male dog is important in helping the dog
owners to control the male dog’s aggressive behavior. Yes. By doing the
surgical neutering, it becomes possible to control the dog’s restlessness,
which might have caused so much agony for the owner and hence,
neutering corrects such activity to the benefit of the dog owner.
When the dog is in puppy stage, the dog may be subjected to the surgical
neutering technique. Hence, the hormonal impact is highly minimized in
such male dogs. 

 The surgical neutering of the male dog helps to prevent the
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incidences of prostate gland diseases.  Generally, in case of male dogs, the
prostate enlargement is more common.  In canine patients undergone the
surgical neutering, the incidences of such prostate enlargement are totally
minimized.  

 Sometimes, the adult male dog has more difficulties during
defecation. However, one has to rule out the feed borne constipation like
lack of fibers etc. before resorting to the fixation of prostate enlargement as
a cause for this.  Constipation is mainly due to the increased size of the
prostate gland.  Neutering makes shrinkage of the prostate gland.  In
surgical neutering, the incision is placed in front of the scrotum and the
testicles are removed in a surgical manner using aseptic techniques. 

 The wound need not be closed except the tying up of the cord
after cutting of the testicle.  However, in two to three days time, as a
routine tissue reaction, some swelling may occur in the scrotum.  However,
once you administer the antibiotic that has a broader spectrum of activities,
the condition gets recovered in a satisfactory condition. Septic shock may
occur if the surgical site gets infected with some microbial infections and in
these cases, the wound needs a thorough dressing procedure and the
patient needs to be continuously monitored in a clinical environment. 

 Take note that local animal organizations perform the surgical
neutering when the stray male dogs are captured by them.   

The Dog Lover's Mega Collection give you the secret -- and the solution -- to
your communication problems with your dog...
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Vitamin and mineral supplements

 Vitamin and mineral supplements are the most important
components in any dog’s feeding. If there is a balance in the vitamin and
mineral supplements, then the animal will have a healthy life and hence,
the immunity is not compromised in an unwanted way.  This simply
means that there the dog will be more disease resistance against various
diseases. 

 Pet owners should know that vitamins A, D, E, and K are the
fat-soluble vitamins and others are water-soluble vitamins.  Vitamins like
thiamine, pyridoxine and cyanocobalamin are important for the functions
of nervous system.  Deficiency of vitamin A leads to night blindness and
skin lesions and deficiency of vitamin D leads to the softening and
weakening of the bones. 

 These problems are many a time encountered by the dog owners.
Among these, vitamin A toxicities may occur if you feed them in excessive
amounts, like vitamin D. Hence, give emphasis on this while you are using
these vitamins in the dogs. Cod liver oil from selected fishes has more
vitamin A in them and are universally good feed for dogs.  

 All dogs may not need supplements of minerals or vitamins to
live well for the moment, but it is important for their future.  If they
become sick or aged or very young without proper feeding,
supplementations are required for the upkeep of health status in them. 
However, one has to follow the instructions of veterinarian in this regard.   

 If the dogs are fed with fish in frozen conditions, then they may be
suffering constantly from vitamin B1 deficiency and hence, such dogs need
to be given specifically B1. Careless supplementations of minerals may lead
to diseases and hence, veterinarians always need to be consulted on the
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supplementation of minerals or vitamins.  

 Minerals like calcium, magnesium, zinc, manganese, iron, copper
etc. are given more emphasis in addition to sodium and potassium. Zinc is
related to skin health and potassium is related to the muscle health and
calcium with phosphorus is related to the bone health. 

 However, if you feed the dog with chicken, mutton or beef along
with required vegetables, artificial supplementation of mineral or vitamin
tablets may be highly reduced but supplements need to be thought of
when you are not able to maintain a balanced nutrition as this happens
with most of the dogs, due to multifaceted causes.  

Get Rid Of Those Fleas

All dogs pick up fleas, ticks, and chiggers at one time or another, usually
during the warm weather months. Even a pampered city pet can pick up a
stray flea from a potted plant. Hunting dogs often return home with a
collection of chiggers or ticks. Fleas hop from one dog to another with
amazing speed and agility. Your pet only needs to greet one flea infested
friend in order to acquire the beginning of a flea colony of his own.

External parasites are not a special affliction of dogs. The dog is simply a
convenient host for them. We would probably have them too, if our bodies
were covered with hair and we ran around without shoes and clothing and
sat or slept on the ground. Fleas are the most common, the easiest to detect
and to get rid of. Fleas appear as black specks on a fine tooth comb, and a
single one can drive a dog crazy.

The worst part of fleas is that they act as hosts to tapeworm larvae, and if
your dog swallows one you may end up with a worm problem too. You
can trap fleas in a silky smooth coat with a flea comb, but fleas that nestle
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in the dense undercoat of double coated dogs must be treated with a
product that penetrates the skin, and a regular mild treatment is safer than
an occasional severe one.

In one day a single flea can bite your pet 400 times, while consuming more
than its own bodyweight in blood. Some dogs can contract flea allergy
dermatitis, an allergic reaction to the flea’s saliva. The severity and length
of the flea season varies depending on what part of the country you live in,
but it is best to treat your pet in early spring, (April – May). In northern
climates, flea and tick season usually lasts approximately 4 months, but in
the extreme south, fleas can live all year long.

There are more than 2000 species of fleas in the United States alone, but the
one that attacks most pets is the cat flea, Ctenocephalides Felis. A cat flea
can lay up to one egg per hour, and within two days, a wormlike larvae
will hatch from those eggs. The eggs are oval, smooth, and about 0.5mm in
size. The hatched larvae will range from 1.5 to 5mm in length. The
complete cycle from egg to adult takes approximately 30 to 75 days
depending on temperature and humidity. 

Adult fleas are about 1/16 to 1/8 inch long, are dark reddish brown,
wingless, hard bodied, have three pairs of legs and are flattened from side
to side. Fleas can jump vertically up to seven inches, and horizontally up to
fourteen inches. They have piercing – sucking mouth parts and spines on
their body. Adult fleas cannot survive or lay eggs without a blood meal,
but may live from two months to one year without feeding.

In order to effectively control an infestation, fleas must be removed from
the pet, the home, and the yard. Starting with the pet, there are shampoos,
topical treatments, sprays, collars, and oral medications. The least
recommended is shampoo, due to the grooming the pet does to his own
coat. The pesticides can be toxic if they are consumed in quantity. Topical
treatments are better, along with sprays and collars, but the best and most
recommended is the oral medication Lufenuron called “Program” from
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your veterinarian.

To clean the home, all areas frequented by the dog should be cleaned
thoroughly by vacuuming, washing bedding and rugs and possible
treatment by insecticides. Treating your carpet with a Borate powder such
as “Borax” laundry powder works as a poison upon ingestion by the flea,
simply sprinkle the powder on your carpets and leave it for a few h ours
before vacuuming will rid most homes of their fleas. A second treatment
can follow if necessary. It’s cheap, you can do it yourself and there are no
insecticides used.

To treat the lawn and around the homes exterior, pyrethroids such as
“Archer” or “Nylan”, as well as fenoxy carb such as “Logic” or “Torus” can
be effective. Outdoor treatment is usually only done in extreme or severe
cases of flea infestation and may not be necessary. You should however
keep your lawn trimmed to create a drier, less ideal environment for flea
larvae. If you don’t want to handle the pesticides yourself, any licensed
professional pest control operator can do the treatment for you.

In summary, you should check with your veterinarian before using any
form of flea treatment. Never use products for dogs on a cat, as cats are
more sensitive to the pesticide and they groom themselves more
thoroughly. Never apply pesticides to young, pregnant, or sick animals,
and use alternative methods to control fleas, such as combing frequently
with a flea comb, vacuum your home frequently and dispose of the
vacuum bag, wash all pet bedding regularly, and bathe your pet with a
pesticide free shampoo. Prevention is much easier than dealing with an
infestation.

Fleas are a serious concern and you need to keep them from affecting your
pet.  If your pet has them, also talk to your vet about treatments he can
provide as these are professional strengths that can help.  Before they make
your pet sick, take measures at the first sign of trouble.
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Keeping your German Shepherd
Clean and Groomed

One of the most asked questions that I get before someone buys a German
Shepherd puppy is does the breed require much grooming. Some potential
owners don’t mind and the others do. This article is for the latter and how
you can make pet grooming easier. In order to groom your dog you have to
get you dog use to water. There are several steps that you need to take in
order to accomplish the task. 

Keeping your German Shepherd healthy can be a full-time job. He requires
lots of love and attention, routine well check-ups with the veterinarian,
teeth cleaning, and training. A big part of your time will be spent on
keeping your German Shepherd clean and neatly groomed. Grooming and
cleanliness will not only make your German Shepherd more appealing to
the eye, but can help make him healthier. Grooming is also a good way to
get extra bonding time in with your German Shepherd, making you have a
better dog-owner relationship. Before you begin, you should purchase
some grooming supplies. You will probably need a brush or comb,
shampoo, and towels. Your vet can probably recommend the best
grooming tools for your particular German Shepherd.

Don’t expect your German Shepherd to like his grooming routine at first,
but if you do it often, he will soon become accustomed to it. Using a wide
toothed comb can help make grooming easier. You should start at his head
and work your way to his tail, checking for any signs of parasites, unusual
skin growths or mats of hair along the way. Before you finish, you should
use a wire brush to help get rid of loose hairs.

When grooming, it is important not to forget about your German
Shepherd’s ears. They should be checked at every grooming session for
dirt, or any signs of infection or parasites. Your veterinarian should be able
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to recommend a good ear wash that is safe for your German Shepherd.
Don’t try to clean inside his ear canal, as you may damage his hearing. If
you see any signs of infection or parasites, or anything that is concerning,
call your veterinarian for an appointment. Ear infections can be very
painful and annoying for your German Shepherd.

Keeping your German Shepherd nails trimmed when help make him more
comfortable when he is walking and exercising. Not trimming his nails can
lead to painful infections and ingrown nails. You should have your
veterinarian teach you how to trim your German Shepherd’s nails so that
you won’t clip him. Your German Shepherd’s nail will probably need to be
trimmed at least once every two weeks.

Dogs do not like to take baths. Lets face it you are going to groom your pet
properly you are going to have to give him the dreaded bath. One of the
ways you can start getting your dogs to like water is to introduce your dog
to it. If you have a swimming pool take your dog out there with you.
Depending on the size of your dog you can sit the dog on your lap as you
float around. You can also have a friend stand at one side of the pool and
you at the other and put your dog in there. Both of you can encourage the
dog to come to the other. Take the dog to the lake for the day and get you
dog in the water. If you do this often you will find it easier to get your dog
in the bathtub. In fact some dogs do like to take baths. One word of caution
is don’t just throw the dog into the water as that may scare him badly and
then you’ll have to start from square one.

In the bathtub your dog should feel relaxed. If he isn’t quite use to the
water yet you can say soothing words to help him. The sound of your voice
can reduce tension in your dog. You dog loves you and loves to hear your
voice of calm gentle words.

Make the bath as comfortable as possible. If you’re scratching, scraping and
pulling his hair out he will be on the edge. When you were a kid did you
like it when your mom washed your own head? Enough said. Keep the
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water out of his eyes if you can and their nose away from the faucet. They
will feel like they are drowning. Another relaxer for your dog is to take
your time. Give your dog a message. Talk to them while you are doing it.
Nothing like have fingers rubbed all over your back and it’s real easy with
the soap on your dog.

Grooming does take patience. You can incorporate the kids help as they
love to do it when they are little. Consistency is the key. It may take up to
six months to get your dog use to the water. It doesn’t have to be a chore
when you get the whole family involved. If after trying these suggestions
and you dog does not respond well, you may need to go to a professional.

Keeping your German Shepherd clean and groomed is important for
aesthetic purposes, as well as ensuring his health. Oftentimes, you will spot
potentially worrisome problems during your routine grooming session that
you might not otherwise know about until they had already became a
major health issue. Spotting problems early can help get them treated
before they affect your German Shepherd’s health.

Caring for Your Senior German Shepherd Dog

Your senior German Shepherd dog has given you many wonderful years of
companionship. Don't you owe it to him to make sure his later years are
easy and comfortable?

How do you know if your dog is approaching his golden years? Different
breeds of dogs mature at different rates, but a good rule of thumb is the
larger the dog, the faster they mature. Based on this if your dog is seven he
is probably experiencing, or at least approaching, his senior years. When
your dog hits this stage in his life it's important that he receive the right
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amount of exercise, nutrition, and veterinary care.

Signs of an Aging Dog

How does your dog show the signs of age? A healthy senior dog will most
likely have a decrease in energy level. He may nap more, or become tired
more easily. Your senior dog may also be stiff after play or upon getting up
after a rest. How do you know the difference between normal wear and
tear and arthritis or an injury? If your dog loosens up after mild activity
he's probably just showing some signs of age. Dogs who seem to feel worse
as the days go on should be seen by a vet to rule out other possibilities.

A senior dog can benefit from comfy sleeping quarters. There are several
companies out there that make bedding for dogs designed to take the
pressure off of aging and aching joints. These are often made of memory
foam or eggshell foam, and have removable covers that can be machine
washed in case your senior dog has an accident. 

Exercise

A good exercise regimen can help your pet avoid problems common in the
senior dog such as weight gain and arthritis. Exercise also improves
digestion and circulation. Just make sure you don't overdo it! A leisurely
walk or two a day plus some low-key playing should do the trick. And
always make sure that your dog stays well-hydrated.

Nutrition

As your dog ages, his dietary needs will change. Be sure to choose a food
that is appropriate for you dog's needs and conditions! As a general rule of
thumb, a good senior dog food will have fewer calories, enough protein,
and vitamins and minerals that help your dog's coat and teeth stay strong
and healthy. 
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Weight gain due to slowing metabolisms is a common problem with senior
dogs. How do you know if your dog is overweight? Try this simple test.
Put your hands on his backbone and feel for his ribcage. If you can't feel it,
chances are your dog needs to shed a few pounds. Since this is a common
problem among older dogs there are a number of foods on the market with
lower fat and calories. 

Veterinary Care

Your dog will be experiencing lots of emotional and  physical changes as
he ages. Because of this, it is important to keep up on his health! In addition
to his regular check-ups and shots, ask your vet about twice-annual
geriatric screenings.

Your German Shepherd dog is lost!
What Should You Do Now

Your dog is lost. You are worried and clueless on how to get started to
bring your lost dog home. Follow these tips here and I’m sure it will
increase your chances of finding your lost dog.

1. Make sure that your dog is actually lost – Search your house and back
yard completely first. Your dog might just be too distracted by his new
found toy in the yard.

2. Search around your neighborhood. Most dogs don’t usually wander off
far from their house.

3. Use your voice – Call out his name when finding your lost dog. It is a
more useful searching tool than your eyes. Dogs can hear a lot better than
we do and the distance from which dogs can hear things is four times
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further than man.

4. Ask around during the search – Talk to people especially people walking
their dog, because they are the group to be most concern and take notice
with a wandering dog.

5. Alert your neighbors and people in your neighborhood that your dog is
missing. You can put up poster at eye level and in areas where people
frequent. You can also E-mail your friends to keep a “lookout” for your
dog.

6. Put up or distribute useful information. A poster with a large “Lost Dog”
and “Reward” heading might be most eyes catching. Also remember to
include your dog’s name, breed, color, distinct features (if any) and ways to
contact you like your phone number.

7. Call local shelters and pet related places within a 100 miles radius of
your house. Leave your contactable number with them so that they can
reach you if your dog turns up. Visit these places if possible to pass them a
poster of your lost dog so that it can reach out to more people.

8. Post lost dog ads on the internet - With the ever increase use of the net. A
lot of people have found their pets through this avenue. You can start off
with FidoFinder.com and TerrificPets.com. Find more lost pet ads posting
site on the search engine - Key in ‘find lost dog’ or ‘lost dog ads’.

9. Beware of money scams. There are people who are out to cheat you out
of your money. Knowing that you are worried, it’s easy for these people to
take advantage of you in many different ways. Think logically and ask for
advice if necessary before you give someone money to return your dog.

10. Don’t give up easily. Dogs have been known to find their way back
home after being lost for several months. Your dog might be just one of
them!
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Before you lost your beloved dog, it’s good to take measures to ensure that
YOU can be located if your lost dog is found - An ID dog tag would usually
be the most efficient and important form of ID for your dog.

Moving With German Shepherd Dog

If you’re a German Shepherd owner and are planning to move to a new
home, remember that moving can be even more stressful for your animals
than it is for you. But there are several things you can do to make it easier
on your dog.

Start your packing well ahead of time; it’s not only easier on you, but on
your pets as well. During the time leading up to your move, try to keep
your pets’ eating and exercise schedules as normal as possible. Give them
the same amount of attention and affection as you always do. 

Things to do before your move: 

• Get copies of certificates, medical, and immunization records from your
veterinarian. 

• Purchase identification tags with your new address. 

• If you’re planning to travel by air, schedule your flights early and try to
book a direct flight – this will be much easier on your pet. You need to find
out what the airline’s regulations are for transporting your pet. You will
also need to find out what kind of crate will be necessary to contain your
dog or cat. 

• If you’re driving and the trip will take more than one day, be sure and
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check ahead and reserve motels that will accept pets. 

• Contact the state to which you’re moving and find out the regulations
regarding animals. Some states require an entry permit for pets. 

• If your new home is nearby it’s a good idea to take your pets for a visit
and let them become familiar with the neighborhood and the new sights
and smells. This is especially true of dogs. Of course, keep the German
Shepherd dog on a leash and the cat in a carrier. 

When Moving Day Finally Arrives . . . 

All the confusion is certain to upset your pet so the best solution is to have
a friend or family member keep Fido or Fluffy while the loading is being
done. If that isn’t an option, keep your pet in a small room, perhaps a
bathroom, along with sufficient food, water (litter box for Fluffy) and some
favorite toys. Attach a “Do Not Enter” sign on the door so the pet is secure
and won’t be accidentally set free. 

You’re on Your Way . . . 

The packing and loading are all done and now it’s time to head for your
new home. There are things you’ll want to make sure are packed for your
pet. These include: 

• The new identification tags. 

• Medications and veterinarian records. 

• Recent pictures of your pet in case it becomes lost. 

• Litter box or scoop and plastic bags. 

• Paper towels in case there are accidents. 
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• Leashes. 

• Toys and treats. 

• Food and water bowls. 

• Can opener and cans that can be resealed. 

• Regular food and water from the old house (enough for several days).
Different water can upset an animal’s digestive tract so it’s a good idea to
provide water from the old house for the first few days after moving. This
would not be a good time to try a new brand of food either!

Your New Home ~ At Last . . . 

When you finally arrive at your new home, let your pet explore with your
supervision. Then place Fido or Fluffy in a small room with a crate or bed
(and, of course a litter box for Fluffy) while the unloading and unpacking
are taking place. Make sure to put some favorite toys in there and perhaps
an old sweatshirt, or something that smells familiar. 

It’s very important that you not let your pet outside alone without a lead or
tie for the first few days. Cats usually require about a week but dogs adapt
quicker. You don’t want your pet to wander away and get lost. 

Your pet may be insecure and more prone to misbehaving during the first
few days in a new environment. Try to be patient and not punish the initial
misbehavior, instead, try to find ways to reduce stress. Extra TLC can go a
long way toward making pets more comfortable. It’s also a good idea to
follow the usual feeding and exercise schedule. 

In closing, there are just a couple of things you should be aware of to keep
the moving experience as trouble-free as possible: 
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• If you intend to fly, be aware that puppies and kittens
less than 8 weeks old will not be transported. 

• And finally, never move a sick animal ~ it could well make his condition
worse and endanger his health. 

Enjoy your new home!

The Dog Lover's Mega Collection give you the secret -- and the solution -- to
your communication problems with your dog...
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Recommended Resources:

http://www.e-bestsellers.com
http://www.UniversalPublishingLTD.com
http://www.WebDirectoryBank.com
http://www.privatelabelrightslibrary.com
http://www.ibestof.com
http://www.PLRlibrary.com
http://www.PLRbestsellers.com  (FREE SILVER MEMBERSHIP)
http://www.PLRbestseller.com
http://www.i-bestseller.com
http://e-bestsellers.blogspot.com
http://FreeNicheArticle.blogspot.com
http://x3mpoker.blogspot.com
http://UniversalPublishingLTD.blogspot.com

http://childrenAutism.blogspot.com

That's just some of them for now :-)

Best Regards and good luck!
Anne-Marie Ronsen
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