
Work From Home in Your Own Pet Business CLICK HERE for details 

I'm bringing home a new puppy soon. Is there anything I need to do to get ready? 

 

Once you bring your new puppy  home, handle the feet, ears, 

face, and belly while talking in a calm soothing voice. Open the puppy's mouth and 

observe for pink gums around the contrast of white teeth. If the gums are pigmented 

as in chows or other breeds, you may have to look at the tongue, lips, or foot pads. A 

vibrant pink color is normal. Pale or white gums can indicate anemia which is most 

often due to severe parasitism (worms) If the gums are pale or white, the puppy 

should be examined by a veterinarian immediately. The puppy should also look well 

kept. Observe the hair for fleas or ticks. The hair coat should look healthy and the 

skin on the belly should be free of sores or bumps. Dried waste under the tail may 

indicate that the puppy has been having diarrhea. The ear canal should be clean and 

free of any wax. Puppies commonly have ear mites which causes a brown to black 

discharge in the ears. 

A puppy means a big change in your life and it helps, as the Boy Scouts say, to be 

prepared. Taking time now to plan and get things in order will make a big difference 

in the long run. 

Your veterinarian can be a tremendous resource for starting a loving relationship with 

your puppy that will bond over the years into a joyous and rewarding experience. 

Contacting him/ her for advice on your new puppy concerning vaccinations and 

overall health will help you with any questions or concerns.  

Examinations within 48 hours after taking home your puppy are very important. Some 

medical conditions may not show themselves for several weeks, so repeat visits as 

outlined in the wellness portion on this page are very important. 

http://www.petprotector.org/PetProtectorLP.aspx?ID=10382


 

 
 

Start out with the right atitude 

Start out with the right attitude. The first weeks of your new puppy's life with you will 

be busy and demanding. There may be times when you wonder if getting a puppy 

was such a good idea. Things will go better if you have patience and keep your 

sense of humor. Remember that puppyhood only happens once. The extra effort you 

put into it now will pay off in the future. 

 

What you'll need 

Get the supplies and equipment you'll need. Here's a list: 

 Wire or plastic dog crate  

 Easily washable, hard-to-destroy bedding material, imitation sheepskin works well§ 

tip-proof, stainless steel or hard plastic food & water dishes.  

 Buckle puppy collar & lead; I like the soft braided nylon types.  

 ID Tag with your phone number to wear on the collar  

 a collection of high quality, safe chew toys: Puppy Nylabones, Cressite rubber balls or 

bones and sturdy stuffed squeak toys.  

 grooming supplies: ask your breeder for recommendations  

 a quality brand of dry puppy food.  

 "Bitter Apple", a safe spray-on product to discourage chewing on inappropriate 

objects.  

 a wire, wooden or plastic “baby gate” for blocking doorways.  

 a good book on puppy care & training . Read through them before bringing your 

puppy home.  

 

Puppy-proof your home.  

Raising a puppy is a lot like raising small children -- they get into everything! Some of 

what they get into can be hazardous to their health or to your possessions. You can 

make life safer for the puppy and your furniture by getting rid of hazards and 

temptations ahead of time. 

To a puppy, the world is brand new and fascinating! He's seeing it all for the very first 

time and absolutely everything must be thoroughly investigated. Puppies do most of 



their investigating with their mouths -- "Look at this! What is it? Something to eat? 

Something to play with?" Murphy's Law says that a puppy will be most attracted to 

the things he should least have -- electrical cords, the fringe on your expensive 

oriental rug, your brand new running shoes, etc. 

Preventing destructive and dangerous chewing is easier than trying to correct the 

puppy every second. Look around your home. What objects could be put up out of 

the way of a curious puppy? Bitter Apple spray can be applied to furniture legs, 

woodwork and other immovable items. Are there rooms your puppy should be 

restricted from entering until he's better trained and more reliable? Install a baby gate 

or keep the doors to those rooms closed. 

Take a walk around your yard looking for potential hazards. If your yard is fenced, 

check the boundaries and gates for openings that could be potential escape routes. 

Puppies can get through smaller places than an adult dog. If your yard's not fenced, 

make a resolution right now that your puppy will never be allowed to run off lead 

without close supervision. He won't ever know enough to look both ways before 

crossing the street to chase a squirrel. Keep him safe by keeping him on leash! 

 

Use a schedule 

Work out a schedule for you and the puppy. Housetraining is much easier when the 

puppy's meals, exercise and playtimes are on a regular schedule throughout the day. 

Housebreaking is a whole subject in itself, one there isn't time for in today's short 

column. Your book on puppy care and training should have a section on 

housebreaking with suggestions and a recommended schedule. Read through it and 

create a game plan before the puppy arrives. Many people like to bring their puppies 

home on a weekend in order to devote extra time to settling in and housebreaking 

those first few days. 

 

Everybody needs their own place 

Decide where to put the dog crate, and have it set up and ready for his arrival. Where 

to keep the crate will depend on what's most convenient for you as well as the 

puppy's response. Many puppies don't like to be isolated in one part of the house 



while their family is in another but some puppies won't settled down in their crates if 

there's too much activity going on around them. You might have to experiment with 

different locations until you learn what works best for both you and the puppy. 

 

Visit your vet 

Make an appointment with your veterinarian to give the puppy a complete checkup 

within 72 hours of your purchase. If you don't have a vet yet, ask the breeder or local 

kennel club for a recommendation. Although the puppy has most likely been health-

checked by the breeder (or should've been!), an exam is additional security against 

health defects, problems that weren't apparent the first time. If your vet offers 

microchip ID implants, this an excellent time to get one! 

 

Home care to have ready the first day: 

Food & water dishes: Separate dishes that are difficult to tip over are recommended. Wash 

separately from household dishes to help prevent disease transmitted 

to humans. Even though these conditions are rare, it is best to 

practice good hygiene from the first day. 

 

Brushes:   A soft hair brush or slicker brush would be best. The slicker brush is a wire type 

brush is very effective in combing the hair yet as the name implies is not harsh to 

the skin. 

 

Beds: Dog beds are available, but it may be best to wait until the puppy is larger to 

accommodate the size bed . A soft blanket or towel will suffice for the beginning. 

 

Collar & Leash: It is never too early to train your puppy to accept a collar. Many collars 

are available today that are adjustable to allow for growth. Consult your 

veterinarian about the safest collar to use. Collars also provide a place to 

put forms of identification such as a tag with your name and phone 

number. 

 

Shampoo: Consult your veterinarian about the safest shampoo for your puppy. Puppies can 

be bathed every two weeks for cleanliness and fleas. Your veterinarian can 

provide handouts on proper bathing for puppies. 

 

Puppy food: We suggest a premium type puppy food such as Healthy pet net or Nutro 

puppy food.. 

 



Crates: In the wild, dogs and wolves live in dens or caves. Puppies come to view the crate 

as their "den" or "hideaway" for rest and seclusion. Think of the crate much as a 

crib for a baby to keep your pet out of harms way. The crate is also helpful in 

housebreaking the puppy. 

 

Wellness Exams: Puppies should be examined by a veterinarian within 48 hours after 

arriving in their new home. 

 

 
 

  When taking your puppy home the first day, it should be agreed ahead of time that 

the puppy belongs to the entire family- not just to one person. For the "get 

acquainted" period, it is often best to divide responsibilities for feeding, watering, and 

taking out your puppy. This interaction helps your puppy quickly feel like a member of 

the household. This also prevents unnecessary anxiety for your puppy when it comes 

to who will walk him in bad weather or clean up the inevitable messes before he is 

housebroken. 

  Even though we do not recommend your puppy sleeping with you, some people 

cannot resist the temptation. It is best to purchase a crate or carrier that will 

approximate the puppy's size when full grown.  

Puppy proofing your home should be done just as you child proof the area. Puppies 

are prone to chew on electric cords, pick up objects like toys, needles, coins, hose, 

and crayons. Remember that your puppy sees the room from a different vantage 

point than adults. You may want to lay on the floor and look around the room to make 

sure there are no obvious "temptations" that will be visible to your puppy's eyesight. 

   To help eliminate your puppy getting into things that could be harmful it is best to 

not leave your pet unattended. Allowing the puppy to roam through the house may 

also sabotage your housebreaking efforts. Puppies have very small bladders and 

sometimes will go on the floor. If this happens, say no in a firm voice, but do not hit 

the puppy or push its nose in the evidence since puppies cannot understand our 

actions in this manner. Be sure to clean the mess thoroughly and deodorize the area. 

Puppies can smell the spot at a later time and will continue to use the same spot for 

other accidents if the area is not properly cleaned. 



  Collars and leashes are an important part of keeping your puppy out of danger. 

Collars can be put on the puppy at a very young age, but make sure it is an 

adjustable collar. It is best to check the collar for tightness by slipping two fingers 

between the collar and the puppy's neck. You should not have to force your fingers 

under the collar. Remember that puppies grow fast and the collar can become too 

tight if it is not checked every week. When you take your puppy outside for a walk, be 

sure to use a leash. Puppies natural curiosity can get them into trouble and they have 

no fear of roads or automobiles. 

  When feeding your pet it is important that the puppy receive the proper nutrition to 

meet energy, growth, and developmental needs. Most puppies do best by feeding 

them three times per day. Put the food in a clean bowl and leave the food in the bowl 

for thirty minutes. At the end of that time take the food up until the next feeding 

period. Water should be available at all times during the day.  Feeding times should 

coincide with your meal times to discourage begging. Do not offer people food to your 

puppy. Not only does the puppy not need the table scraps, but bad habits are formed 

and proper nutrition cannot be achieved on people food.  

  Many dogs wind up in the animal shelter before the age of two years for behavior 

problems. It is important that your puppy learn early on what is considered 

acceptable behavior. Failure to teach your pet the difference between right and 

wrong can result in a grown dog so out of control that it is no longer a pleasure to 

have in your home. Consult your veterinarian or obedience trainer concerning when 

to get started with basic commands and obedience training. 

Puppy Development Cycle Period Behavior     

 

1st - 3rd week Puppies are born blind and deaf, totally dependent on their mother for 

warmth and nourishment. Between 10 and 14 days after birth, the eyes and ear 

canals open, and the puppies begin to move actively around their nest. As they grow, 

they become more curious and start to investigate their surroundings independently. 

The mother will begin to leave them alone briefly. This stage of development lasts 

about 20 days and is the first of four critical periods.  



 

4th -6th week Beginning at three weeks of age, the most adventurous puppies will 

seek ways to get out of the whelping box and will start to investigate the larger world. 

At this age puppies are receptive to human contact, which is essential if they are to 

bond with people when they become adults. Dogs left alone from four weeks on will 

never reach their full potential as pets and will often become independent and more 

difficult to train than those accustomed to close human contact from an early age. At 

about four weeks of age, puppies can be offered solid food in the form of a soft gruel. 

Individual socialization of each puppy in a litter can begin at six weeks of age. This is 

when puppies begin to be more receptive to handling and attention.  

 

7th -12th week The third critical period in a puppy's development is from 7 to 12 

weeks. It has been shown in studies undertaken at various breeding kennels that this 

is the best age to form human-dog relationships. Attachments formed during this 

period will affect the attitude of the dog toward humans and toward its acceptance of 

direction and learning. During this period the pack instinct, which has played such an 

important role in the puppy's early development, can be transferred to humans. This 

is when a human can most easily establish dominance over the dog, becoming the 

"leader of the pack." At this age a dog will accept a submissive role more readily than 

at any other time in its life. Learning comes most readily at this age. Puppies taught 

basic commands, even if they are not reinforced for several months, will remember 

them and respond if they are taught during this critical age.  

 

12th -16th week The fourth critical stage in a puppy's development is between 12 and 

16 weeks. At this age the puppy will declare its independence from its mother and will 

become increasingly daring in its forays from the familiar. Puppy training can begin 

during this period, and it is a time of rapid physical and mental growth. The 

permanent teeth begin to emerge at this time, which is often a painful and distractive 

process. Puppies need to chew during this period, and, if they are not provided with 

appropriate teething toys, they will use any available hard object, such as furniture. 

Puppies at this age may be less willing to cooperate or respond to new commands.  

 

A dog's personality continues to develop during its entire maturing process and will 



undergo radical changes while the dog matures sexually and physically. Dogs mature 

sexually earlier than they do emotionally. Their personalities develop more slowly 

than their bodies, much like humans but unlike wolves, whose personalities and 

sexuality develop more harmoniously.  

 

Source: Behavioral Development  

Dogs Age in Human Years 

Age of your pet Small dogs Medium dogs Large dogs  

  
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

0-40 lb. 
 

15 

24 

29 

34 

39 

44 

49 

54 

59 

64 

69 

74 

79 

84 

89 

94 

99 

104 

109              

41-80 lb. 
 

15 

24 

30 

36 

42 

48 

54 

60 

66 

72 

78 

84 

90 

96 

102 

108 

114 

Over 80 lb. 
 

15              

24 

31 

38 

45 

52 

59 

66 

73 

80 

87 

94 

103 

110 

117 

124 

 

                                               

Ask questions! 

Use your puppy's breeder as a valuable resource for advice and information. Don't 

be afraid to ask questions. The breeder wants your relationship with your puppy to be 

successful and can offer many tips based on years of experience. 

 

Work From Home in Your Own Pet Business CLICK HERE for details 
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