
A Biblical Survey of the “Tithe” 
Part 2: New Testament Use 

 

Attitude of Giving 
 Luke 21:1-4 & Mark 12:41:  During the time of Jesus, the temple had an area where 13 boxes were positioned 

to receive donations from the worshipers.  One day Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury.1  
He also saw a poor widow put two very small and inexpensive copper coins into the boxes.  To this Jesus 
commented that the widow had put more than all the others into the boxes.  Thus Jesus was shifting the focus 
from the amount of money given to the intent and generosity of the heart.  In other words, true giving to God 
cannot be measured by monetary means, but rather by the individuals attitude towards God, for the woman (who 
was in poverty) gave all that she had to live on… an amount substantially less than the amounts given by the rich. 

 2 Corinthians 9:7:  Within this simply, yet profound verse, Paul states to the Corinthian Church that giving should 
not be given reluctantly, nor under compulsion but rather with a cheerful heart.  Ultimately, ‘giving’ is do be an act 
of worship and thankfulness towards God…  ‘giving’ with a cheerful and thankful heart to God in response to what 
he has blessed us with (I.e. salvation, material wealth, health, etc…).  [Note: Paul’s exhortation to give with a 
cheerful heart reflects Deuteronomy’s instruction about tithing, which emphasizes the importance of rejoicing (See: 
Deut. 12:7 & 11 & 17, 14:26).] 

 
Reasons for Giving (Tithe) 

1. Pay for Christian Workers: (1 Corinthians 9:3-18) - Within this section of scripture tithing is never directly 
referred to, however, the practice is certainly alluded to.2  It is stated in this section of scripture that, “the Lord has 
commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel…”  The Christian worker, 
like Paul and Barnabas, have a right to have their food and other physical needs (I.e. shelter, pay, etc…) supplied 
at the church’s expense, ultimately accomplished through the tithing of the body (church members).  Thus, we see 
that tithing and offerings in the church were used to help foster and promote the education, preaching, and 
teaching of the Gospel (through the Elders/Pastors) in the local church.  (See also: 1 Timothy 5:17) 

2. Missions: (Romans 15:24, Titus 3:13) - Within these two verses, as well as several others, a technical Greek verb 
is used to communicate the church’s moral and financial support of missionary endeavors.3  Thus, we see that 
tithing and offerings in the church were used to help foster and promote the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-
20 (I.e. bringing the Gospel to all nations). 

3. Humanitarian: (1 Corinthians 16:1-2) - From these verses we see that the Galatian and Macedonian churches 
are involved, along with the Corinthians, in a widespread collection/offering for the poverty stricken (most likely 
because of the famine recorded in Acts 11:28 - A.D. 44 or 46 or because of Jerusalem Persecution recorded in 
Acts 8:14) Jerusalem saints.  This offering could be classified as a humanitarian tithe.  (See also: Acts 11:29-30, 
Romans 15:25-ff)  

 
Further New Testament Details 

 1 Corinthians 16:1-2:  Every Sunday each person was to bring what he had set aside for the Lord’s work-an 
amount proportionate to his income.  Since it was to be brought on Sunday, the new day of worship, it probably 
was collected at the worship service not at the homes.5 

 Justin Martyr, indicates that in his time (150 A.D.) offerings were brought to the church on Sundays.6 
 
In conclusion, the practice of Tithing is a Biblical concept that members of the church get to participate in.  Tithing is 
giving back to God, with a cheerful heart, so that:  1) the Gospel may constantly give assurance to those in the 
church, 2) the Gospel reach those outside the church, 3)the Gospel be shown ‘holistically’ to those struggling with 
physical and poverty stricken situations. 
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