THE SHAPE OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING

The Heart:
The body of doctrine dies
without the heart of our

understanding of how we
become right with God

through Jesus Christ
(Justification).

The Head:

The body of doctrine cannot
exist if Christ, the head, is
decapitated.

The Heart:

The heart, the
doctrine of
justification, may
be partially
diseased and still
pump just as this
happened in the
medieval church,
where preachers
put a high but
false premium on
good works and
still pointed
people to Christ's
saving blood.

The Arm:

If an arm
representing the
doctrine of
¥—__|| Baptism is cut off,
the body may be
able to survive.
However, the
body may bleed
profusely and die.

The Leq:
If the leg of the

doctrine of the church,
for example, becomes
paralyzed, the body
may survive, but it will
be crippled at best,
and it may fall down in
a heap and crack the
head, too.

[llustration Summary
Sinful doctrinal error
does not always break

our relationship with the

Lord, even though it
makes a relationship
with God more fragile.
Thus, we strive for
accuracy, not for the
sake of accuracy, but
for the sake of
proclaiming, forming
and living in a healthy
relationship with the
Lord God.
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