
‘External Biblical’ Historical records  

of the Person of Jesus Christ 
 

Josephus ~ A.D. 37- 97 
At this time there was a wise man called Jesus, and his conduct was good, and he was known to be a virtuous.  Many people 

among the Jews and the other nations became his disciples.  Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die.  But those who 

had become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship.  They reported that he had appeared to them three days after his 

crucifixion and that he was alive.  Accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah, concerning whom the prophets have reported 

wonders.  And the tribe of the Christians, so named after him, has not disappeared to this day.
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Cornelius Tacitus ~ A.D. 55-120 
Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the 

populace.  Christus, from whom the name had its origin suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of 

one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not 

only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome… Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty: 

then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred 

against mankind.
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Gaius Suetonius Tranquillas A.D. 117-138 
Because the Jews at Rome caused continuous disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus (variant spelling of Christ), he expelled 

them from the city. 
 

After the great fire at Rome… Punishments were also inflicted on the Christians, a sect professing a new and mischievous 

religious belief.
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Julius Africanus ~ A.D. 221 from a reference of Thallus A.D. 52 
On the whole world there pressed a most fearful darkness; and the rocks were rent by an earthquake, and many places in Judea 

and other districts were thrown down.  This darkness Thallus, in the third book of his History, calls, as appears to me without 

reason, an eclipse of the sun.
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The Talmud ~ Compiled A.D. 70 – 200 ~ Sanhedrin 43a 
On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was hanged.  For forty day before the execution took place, a herald went forth and cried, “He 

is going forth to be stoned because he has practiced sorcery and enticed Israel to apostasy.  Any one who can say anything in his 

favour, let him come forward and plead on his behalf.”  But since nothing was brought forward in his favour he was hanged on 

the eve of the Passover.
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Lucian ~ The Works of Lucian of Samosata 
The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day – the distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, and was 

crucified on that account…
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Mara Bar-Serapion ~ Late 1st Century – 3rd century A.D.  Manuscript present at the British Museum 
What advantage did the Athenians gain from putting Socrates to death?  Famine and plague came upon them as a judgment for 

their crime.  What advantage did the men of Samos gain from burning Pythagoras?  In a moment their land was covered with 

sand.  What advantage did the Jews gain from executing their wise King?  It was just after that that their kingdom was 

abolished.  God justly avenged these three wise men: the Athenians died of hunger; the Samians were overwhelmed by the sea; 

the Jews, ruined and driven from their land, live in complete dispersion.  But Socrates did not die for good; he lived on in the 

statue of Hera.  Nor did the wise King die for good; he lived on in the teaching which he had given.
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