
 Scriptural References for the Doctrine of Baptism 
 

Is There Forgiveness of Sin In Baptism?  
Eph.  

5:25-26 

25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 
26to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 

Our Lord gave his life for the church and now conveys his love and forgiveness in 

baptism.*1 

Mark  

16:16 

16Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned. 

The passage does not say that one must first believe and be saved, and then be baptized.  

No, it is by belief and baptism that one is saved.  Baptism without belief does not save. * 
 

Acts  

2:38 

 

38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

It was baptism that took the convicted crowd into the forgiveness of sin that they sought. *  

The word “for” in the text is a Greek preposition that indicates purpose…  they are to be 

baptized “for” the purpose of forgiveness of sin. 

1 Peter 

3:20b-21 

In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21and this water symbolizes 

baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge 

of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

Water delivered Noah from the old world into the new one.  So water baptism also delivers 

us from the world of sin into the new world in Christ.  In water baptism, we are spared from 

the judgment that the flood prefigures. * 

Galatians  

3:27 

 

27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. To put on Christ is to be covered as clothing covers our bodies.  In baptism our sinful flesh 

is covered. * 

Titus  

3:5 

5he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He 

saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 

 

He saved us “through” (the washing of rebirth (baptism.) 

Acts  

22:16 

16And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, 

calling on his name.‟ 

The cleansing from sin takes place through outward baptismal washing and with faith in the 

promises that come with water baptism. * 

 

Who Can Be Baptized?  
 

Matt.  

28:18-20 

19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Both baptizing and teaching are adverbial participles that participate in 

accomplishing the main verb of making disciples.  Note also that we are to make 

disciples of all nations. 

Acts  

2:39 

39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord 

our God will call.” 

This is the 1st fulfillment recorded in the Bible of the Great Commission in 

Matthew 28.  Take special note that this promise is to adults and children! 

Acts 16:31b …then immediately he and all his family were baptized. Take special note that whole households were baptized into the forgiveness of 

Christ!  Though the Bible does not specifically state the ages of the individuals 

within the family, there is a good chance that some of the family members 

could’ve been infants. 

1 Corinth.  

1:16 

16Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don‟t remember if I baptized 

anyone else. 

Acts 16:15 15When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home… 

 

Colossians 

 2:11-12 

11In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision 

done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12having been buried with him 

in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the 

dead. 

Infants were circumcised by God‟s decree before they were old enough to be 

accountable for their Jewish faith.  Thus they became partakers of the promise 

God gave to Abraham.  If baptism is the circumcision of Christ, infants must  

(can) also be baptized, even as they were circumcised. *  See Genesis 17:12-ff 

 

Baptism Without Belief Does Not Save… So Can Children~Infants Believe?  
 

Luke  

18:15 

15People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the disciples 

saw this, they rebuked them. 16But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the 

little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 

such as these. 17I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like 

a little child will never enter it.” 

Within all the writings of Luke… Luke uses the word „babies‟ (s) in the narrow sense 

meaning only infants.  In verse 16, Luke uses the word „children‟ to refer to infants and older 

children.  (Note: the word „children‟ (is not restricted to just older children.)  So… 

the kingdom of God belongs to infants and little children.  We are to receive the Kingdom 

of God like a little child/infant.  

 

Matt. 

18:3-6 

3And he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you 

will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this 

child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5“And whoever welcomes a little child like 

this in my name welcomes me. 6But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe 

in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and 

to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 

Jesus, using the same concepts as in Luke 18:15, takes a trusting and unpretentious little child 

( into his arms (Mark 9:36) and declares that an adult‟s faith must be like a child‟s 

faith… that being: receptive, open and trusting.  Following this, Jesus goes on to declare that 

these little ( ones believe in Him.  (Note:  (mikron) in the Greek usually 

refers to the class of children under four years old and according to both Hebrew and New 

Testament usage has special reference to the “littlest,” namely the infants. *) 
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