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 Part 3: 

Practical Application and exploring the 
ramifications of absorbing new sources of truth. 



A Brief Review of Part 1 
There are 4 basic dimensions to be aware of.  Feelings and Language are at 
the visible level, however, there are always intricate workings occurring at 
the Worldview and the level where one acquires truth (i.e., epistemological 
level).  Thus, sources of knowledge have a drastic impact on the whole 
person.  
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Brief Review of Part 2 
Generally speaking, collisions and conflict in the realm of feelings 
and language are results of conflict in the realms of lenses and 
truth.  Conversely, conflicts in truth and lenses will lead to conflict in 
language and feelings.  Thus, This conflict will be minimized at all 
costs! 
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What is person to do if they find 
themselves in a confrontational 

situation where possible differing 
worldviews and possible differing 

sources of knowledge are the culprit? 

Practical 
Application 



There are Three Questions to Ask: 
 
1) Can you clarify that for me and explain it 
in other words what you mean? 
 
2) How did you come to know that or 
believe that to be true? 
 
3) Are you positive that this is certain; are 
you sure that you are right? 

Simple Tools for Brain Surgery 
By Bill Jack 



When we find ourselves in a confrontational situation 
where possible differing worldviews and possible 
differing sources of knowledge are the culprit, question 

#1 helps clarify linguistics and emotions.  It also reveals a 
glimpse of the person’s worldview.  This question applies 
pressure on the other individual by forcing them to be 
assertive and clear.  By pushing them to be assertive it 
makes sure that they are using the best words that align 
with their worldview, thus their worldview is revealed. This 
question also pushes to see if the individual knows exactly 
what they are concerned with and whether or not they have 
spent sufficient time in thinking it through. 

Question#1: Can you please 
clarify that for me and explain it 
in other words what you mean? 



Question #1 clarifies issues of: 
feelings, language, and worldview 
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(i.e., epistemology) 

Lens 
(i.e., issues of worldview) 

Feelings Language 



The second question does a wonderful job 
of surfacing the other person’s worldview 
and the source of the other’s person’s 
assertion.  Are they basing their assertion 
off of gossip, hear-say, misguided 
information, un-thought-out-personal 
opinions, etc… all of these are revealed 
through simply asking the second question.  
It sheds more light on their worldview and 
reveals the source of knowledge and their 
understanding of truth. 

Question #2: How did you come to 
know that or believe that to be true? 



Question #2 clarifies issues of: 
worldview and truth 
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The third question is similar to the second in 
that its goal is to find out whether or not the 
person’s assertion is rooded in worthy truth.  
It also challenges their worldview, 
linguistics, and emotions.  This third 
question also injects a degree of humility 
into the other person and opens the door for 
you to share your concerns, truth, etc… 

Question #3: Are you positive that this is 
certain, are you sure that you are right? 



Look Smarter than 90% of People? 

In Bill Jack’s presentation he said something 
to the effect, “By knowing and using these 
questions you can look smarter than 90% of 
the people out there”  I originally chuckled 
at this comment and my pride took it to 
heart.  However, that should not be the 
driving force to asking these questions.  
Rather, these questions are submitted so 
that worldviews and sources of knowledge 
can be revealed, thus allowing for the 
Christians confession of Christ Crucified as 
the source of truth.   



The Goal? 

The goal in any conversation of conflict is to avoid 
heated emotions or the famous comment, “We are 
saying the same thing, just in different words.”  
The reason being, nothing is accomplished at the 
level of emotions and futile chatter.  Where real 
and effective dialogue happens is when worldviews 
are revealed and when sources of knowledge are 
revealed.  When worldviews and sources of 
knowledge are laid bare, then the Christian can 
confess what he/she believes, teaches, and 
confesses according to the Holy Scriptures as an 
alternative source of knowledge (‘the’ source of 
truth.) 



The Goal? 

Our goal is never to win an argument just 
for the sake of winning nor to one-up 
another person, but to clearly 
communicate and minister the blessed 
message of Christ Crucified for the 
forgiveness of sins  (i.e., our source of 
truth), for it is through ‘revelation’ that 
the Law kills and the Gospel creates faith 
(i.e., the way of knowing truth).  Like 
apologetics, these 3 questions attempt to 
deconstruct our neighbor’s arguments so 
that the Word might be revealed (i.e., 
confessed) 



More Practical Application… 



Consider the following stacks of 
books: 











What would happen if: 
 

…Purpose Driven Church, Pagan 
Christianity, or Desiring God 

replaced the Lutheran Service 
Book? 

 
…Purpose Driven Life, Generous 

Orthodoxy, or Grudem’s Theology 
replaced the Book of Concord?  







Why it is important to guard our 
liturgy / practices: 

Refer to the Article: 
 

“Liturgy, Neither Alone Nor 
Neutral” 



Why it is important to be upfront 
about our Worldview (i.e., Book of 

Concord): 

Refer to the Article: 
 

“We Need The Lutheran 
Confessions Because a 

Theology of Experience is Not 
Easily Transferable” 



PART 3 
 

Exploring the ramifications of absorbing 
new sources of truth 



What happens after a worldview 
collision and a crises of truth? 

Refer to the Article: 
 

“Care for Those Experiencing  
a Truth Transition” 



Questions or Comments  
on the Article? 



Reflecting on Truth Transitions: 
 

Besides a transition of truth and a 
change in worldview (i.e., lens) 

what are some of other 
ramifications in the area of 
linguistics, emotions, social 

standings, relationships, etc…? 



Reflecting on Truth Transitions: 
 

Besides a transition of truth and a 
change in worldview (i.e., lens) 

what are some of other 
ramifications? 

How will the truth 
transition impact 

how one 
understands and 

acquires 
knowledge?  Will 

they mash 
multiple ways 
together?  Will 

they bounce back 
and forth?  Will 
they be more or 
less critical of 

previous ways of 
acquiring 

knowledge? Thus, 
how will this 
impact their 
linguistics, 

emotions, social 
standings, 

relationships, 
etc... 

 



Reflecting on Truth Transitions: 
 

Besides a transition of truth and a 
change in worldview (i.e., lens) 

what are some of other 
ramifications? 

What happens 
to how a person 
understands all 
their previous 

sources of 
knowledge?  

How will they 
interact with 
their previous 

sources of 
knowledge?  

Thus, how will 
this impact their 

linguistics, 
emotions, social 

standings, 
relationships 

etc... 



In Conclusion… 
 

Sources of knowledge are indeed 
powerful, for sources of truth have 
considerable implications upon the 
dimensions of worldview, language, 
and emotions... especially when we 

consider the Word of God. 
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Thank you for your time and 
attention! 


