
Welcome to Tafraout – a magical climbing oasis on the doorstep 
of Europe; a place where  you can enjoy winter sun, good quality rock, 
and adventurous traditional climbs amidst the stunning sub-Saharan 
scenery. This is place with a little bit of everything, from roadside cragging, 
bouldering, and even the odd sport route, to epic mountain adventures. 

It’s a paradise of enchanting pink granite and endless orange quartzite; a 
place immersed in an exotic culture and a relaxed attitude to life, where 
only the most adventurous tourists have ventured. For climbers who live and 
breathe traditional, ground-up climbing it’s hard to imagine a more suitable 
and convenient winter destination. 

Featuring almost 2000 rock climbs between Easy and E7, this two-volume 
guidebook is the only guide you need for a memorable climbing adventure, 
whether you’re looking for 800m mountain routes, or roadside cragging in 
the sunshine.

All the trad routes... all together...
Including the classic Ameln valley from Claude Davies’ original Cicerone 
guidebook; the brilliant roadside cragging at Robin Hood Rocks, along 
with all the other crags included in Moroccan Anti-Atlas North; as well the 
tremendous big cliffs throughout Afantinzar, Samazar, and Jebel Taskra 
described in the Morocco Rock guidebook.

Granite sport, trad and bouldering...
Presented for the first time are a selection of Tafraout’s alluring granite 
routes from the likes of Dani Andrada and Johnny Dawes, along with 
selected bouldering right on the doorstep of Tafraout.

The ultimate sun-rock holiday...
Whether you’re climbing E3 or V.Diff, Tafraout’s world-class trad is a 
climbing experience not to be missed. 

Read more at www.climb-tafraout.com
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“Steve Broadbent has been climbing for almost 20 years, mostly on 
adventurous traditional routes in remote or mountainous places. As well as 
climbing throughout Europe and North America, he’s made first ascents of 
summer and winter climbs in Scotland, Norway, Morocco, and the Himalaya. In 
2007, he put up the first recorded rock climb in Morocco’s Afantinzar valley, and 
went on to establish the first routes on more than 25 new crags and summits 
throughout the range. In 2010 he wrote the first guidebook to the north side of 
Jebel el Kest – a previously unmapped area – and by 2013 he had made in excess 
of 500 first ascents in the Anti-Atlas region.”
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“Like Todra, our arrival at the top of the Ameln Valley above Tafraout was 

a jaw-dropping moment. After a good three hours of switch-backing south 

east from Agadir we turned a � nal endless rise and came face to face with a 

sea of rock. What a mouth-watering sight! In an instant we started to piece 

together lines, the steepest blank walls captivating our imagination – this was what we had really come for.” 
- Guy Robertson

VolumeVolume

The de� nitive Tafraout guide, featuring:
• Almost 2000 rock climbs, including trad routes from Easy 

to E7, and sport climbs from F4 to F8b.• Selected granite bouldering.

• Everything from  8m roadside routes to 800m alpine epics, 

across the Ameln Valley, Sidi M’Zal, Idaougnidif,  Afantinzar, 
Samazar, Jebel Taskra, Tagzene, and Tagmout.

• Detailed maps and the most accurate photo-topos ever produced for the Anti-Atlas.

VOLUME II - The North Side of Jebel el Kest and Jebel Taskra

TAFRAOUTRock Climbing in Morocco's Anti-Atlas

by Steve Broadbent
by Steve Broadbent
by Steve Broadbent
by Steve Broadbent
by Steve Broadbent

Oxford Alpine Club

Selected BoulderingRoadside Sport ClimbingWorld-class Winter Sun Trad

Introducing the definitive guide to Tafraout climbing

TAFRAOUT
Rock Climbing in Morocco’s Anti-Atlas 

“Somewhere cheap and hot, yet brimming with culture;
Somewhere easy to get to, yet exotic and mysterious;

Somewhere with clean, solid rock, yet full of adventure.”

“A trad-climbing Mecca”
– Guy Robertson, MCofS

“We arrived at a pass with a breathtaking view down into 
the Ameln Valley. The south flanks of the Jebel were adorned 

with skirts of ochre-coloured rock which dropped down into 
oases. Green pillows of palmeries surrounded scattered, 

colourful villages and minarets.” 
 – Les Brown, Rucsack Club Journal

The Bunny Ears

Dominating the other buttress at Robin Hood, 
the distinctive ‘Bunny Ears’ present a very 
attractive ridge-line running from the curiously 
shaped summit down to Centenary Buttress. 
Attempts to gain the summit from the top of 
Centenary Buttress have all been thwarted by 
steep rock or unappealing vegetation, but the 
upper section above Skyline Buttress provides  
an excellent climb and the only long route of 
the crag.

The upper ridge starts from a prominent 
notch immediately opposite Skyline Buttress, 
reached in approximately twenty minutes from 
the road. Walk up the broad couloir between 
Centenary Buttress and Olympia until a steep 
gully cuts into the right wall directly opposite 
the top of Olympia. Scramble up this gully to 
gain the notch (this is the approach to Skyline 
Buttress).

The summit of the Bunny Ears cannot be 
reached without climbing, and the descent 
along the northeast ridge is still very much part 
of the next route. From the end of the ridge it 
is a straightforward walk down the left (north) 
side back to Olympia and Goat Buttress.

5. Sun Ribbon Arête  Severe             
340m. The southwest ridge up to the Bunny 
Ears is the only long route at the crag and 
is an excellent climb with a distinctly alpine 
character. An initial steep pitch from the notch 
leads to extensive easy ridge climbing, then a 
fine finish up unlikely looking slabs. Stay on 
the crest for the best climbing. 260m to the 
summit, then 80m along the northeast ridge 
to gain the hillside.
Photo this page

Sarah Pemberton enjoying superb alpine terrain 
on the summit ridge of the Bunny Ears, after the 
first ascent of Sun Ribbon Arête (Severe). 
This page
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Skyline Buttress

Tucked away at the top of the crag, above and 
behind the Tower of Terror, lies one of Robin 
Hood's unexpected gems. There's not much 
here, but what there is is of superb quality in a 
delightful setting, and an ascent of Skyline at 
sunset is a genuine treat.

The approach is certainly the longest at the 
crag, but is not unpleasant and only takes 
about thirty minutes. Follow the broad gully 
up towards Centenary Buttress and Olympia. 
Opposite Olympia there is a prominent 
vegetated gully leading up to the ridge that 
runs up to the Bunny Ears. Scramble up this 
gully to cross through a notch in the ridge, 
from where Skyline Buttress is clearly visible.

From the left side of the buttress it is an easy 
scramble down leftwards into the vegetated 
gully. For routes up the right-hand buttress 
the easiest descent is a 20m abseil from a block 
on the summit.

1. Champagne HVS 5c   
25m. A superb climb, with two contrasting 
pitches.

1) 15m (5c) Climb the wide corner crack with 
difficulty, pulling past the overlap and into the 
chimney above. Belay on a large chockstone.
2) 10m (4c) A magnificent, airy pitch up the arete 
to the left, with good but spaced protection.

2. Borax HVS 5c
25m. This route shares the first pitch with the 
previous route, but continues more easily up 
the obvious corner above.
Photo page 58

3. Skyline Corner MVS 4a   
20m. The obvious wide corner crack gives 
a very pleasant climb that eases with height. 
Beware of a dangerously loose flake at the 
euphorbia low down on the route.

4. Skyline HVS 5b             
20m. A sustained and highly photogenic 
climb in a fine setting. Start up a difficult 
layback in the corner (crux), then swing right 
onto the front face. Shake out, then launch 
up the superb pumpy face above, with good 
protection in the right-slanting cracks.
Photo page11
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Although it is dwarfed by the enormous 
Lower and Upper crags which it faces, Black 
Crag would be a major and popular climbing 
ground in most other locations. This tower-like 
crag of solid quartzite holds a good selection 
of climbs that tend to be steep, bold, and 
uncompromising; typically 2 or 3 pitches and 
in excess of 300ft in height. The crag has a 
hidden and overhanging west face, a very steep 
south face, split by a prominent chimney, and a 
slabby east face, on which most of the climbing 
has been recorded.

The crag is directly opposite the main crag at 
Anergui, and is accessed via a short approach 
across terraces. From the parking at the end of 
the road, take the good path northwards until 
the way across to the crag is clearly visible.

Descent from the top of the wall is 
straightforward – turn right and head north 
to descend the obvious broad gully to the right 
(north) of the crag.

The South Face

1. Hair of the Dog HVS 4c    
140m. Climbs the left side of the face, though 
the exact line is uncertain.
1) 45m (4c) Climb the first pitch of April Fool 
then traverse the rock ledge leftwards for 10m 
to a belay.
2) 50m (-) Climb up to a patch of vegetation 
then follow a shattered ramp up right to a 
small ledge.
3) 30m (4c) Climb to the top of the shattered 
ramp then move out left and up steep rock to 
gain easier ground.
4) 15m (-) Finish straight up.

2. April Fool HVS 4c    
145m. Well to the left of the prominent 
chimney there is a scrub-filled recess. This 
route starts a couple of metres to the right of 
that recess.
1) 35m (4c) Climb the wall, trending slightly 
left, then continue straight up to reach the left 

MULTI

PITCH

  Black Crag (Crag AX)
Approach: 20m
Aspect: South and east facing.
Sunshine most of the day.

Speciality: Perfect quartzite and great 
views across to one of Tafraout’s 
biggest crags.
Area Map:  Page 96
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Black Crag
South Face

30m
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Photo by Graham Little

The inimitable Chris Bonington on the then 
un-climbed south face of Black Crag at Anergui, 
enjoying an April Fool (HVS 4c) with Graham Little 
and Richard Haszko, and proving that there’s 
still plenty of good lines to be had out there... 
Opposite page. Photo by Graham Little

THE ANERGUI ROAD
“From Ameln to the Angels”

The village of Anergui is constructed on the flanks 

of Jebel el Kest massif at 1470m above sea level. 

Before the construction of the infamous road, the 

village was only accessible via a mule track, the 

ascent from the main road to the village usually 

taking in excess of 4 hours.

In 1974 the local people decided to construct a 

road that would link up the village with the main 

road. The people appealed to the government, and 

several government engineers visited to investigate 

the possibility of construction. To them, however, it 

seemed technically impossible. 

A local craftsman by the name of Ali Ouanou, 

skilled in the construction of wells and agricultural 

terraces, claimed that it could be done, contrary 

to the professional opinions of the government 

engineering departments. He went on to supervise 

the work, whilst The Governor of Tiznit, M. Moulay 

Mehdi Alaoui, gave the initial financial support for 

the project. 

The first 3km were constructed using nothing 

but hand tools and manual labour, before the 

succeeding Governor, M. Ahmed Laalaje, assured 

continuing support for the project. Three stretches 

of the road were initially completed, the steepest 

section costing 14,000 Euros for 600m of un-

surfaced track. In total, it is estimated that the 

initial (un-surfaced, but drive-able) road cost in 

excess of 50,000 Euros.

The non-sealed road, however, was sensitive to 

erosion and the cost for maintenance reached 

1000 Euros each year. As a result, the locals opted 

to reinforce the most sensitive parts with concrete, 

at a cost of 90 Euros per metre – a project 

which has been ongoing since the 1990s and has 

frequently prevented climbers from reaching the 

village for several weeks each year. Today, the 8km 

road, from the Ameln Valley near Igordan to the 

village of Anergui, is almost completely surfaced 

and offers one of the most impressive drives in the 

Anti-Atlas.
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1

a gully. Go up this to a cairned weakness 
in the left wall.
B) Climb the wall, trending up left into a 
groove system. Follow this to easier ground 
and walk to another gully on the right. The 
way ahead looks uninviting.
C) A narrow ledge traverses the left wall of 
the gully, disappearing at a tricky exposed 
step up to easier ground (hard to spot in 
descent).
D) Easy ground moving back right and 
following the ridge to the summit shelters.

To descend, reverse the route (tricky) or 
descend the north ridge, cutting back south 
to regain the south col when possible (longer).

 

JEBEL EL KEST

At 2375m above sea level, the summit of 
Jebel el Kest is the highest point on the 
escarpment,  and a very special place indeed. 
The mountain  dominates the Anti-Atlas, 
defining its geography, shaping its landscape, 
and influencing its people. It is the provider of 
water to hundreds of settlements that outline 
its periphery and, not surprisingly, is one of 
Tafraout's most important tourist attractions.

Adventure companies guide clients to this 
magnificent summit throughout the year, 
often ascending from the Ameln valley with 
an overnight stop in Tagdicht, from where the 
mountain presents its easiest line of ascent. The 
walk from the village involves approximately 
1000m of height gain in just over 4km, making 
for a steep and challenging hike that is popular 
with tourists from within Morocco as well as 
overseas. 

From Anergui, Jebel el Kest is hidden, and the 
way is less obvious. But for climbers it presents 
a more interesting solution: a slightly shorter 
walk, less height gain, and the tempting 
possibility of combining an ascent with some 
tremendous mountaineering. 

The view from the summit is nothing short of 
spectacular, and on a clear day it is possible to 
see as far as the Atlas Mountains, the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Sahara Desert all at the same 
time – an unparalleled privilege, and perhaps 
a highlight of an Anti-Atlas climbing trip. 
An ascent, therefore, is not only strongly 
recommended, but perhaps also a rite of 
passage for repeat visitors to Tafraout willing 
to expend a bit of energy!

From Anergui there is a good path heading 
north out of the village towards a steep, narrow 
col, up which the path ascends (see overview 
photo on page 108). It continues around the 
flank of Anergui's upper crag, then swings 
rightwards into high pastures, from where 
the distinctive triangular summit pyramid is 
clearly visible.

1. South Ridge  Easy             
500m. A superb scramble to the roof of the 
massif, featuring typically intricate 'Berber' 
route-finding, perfect rock, and plenty of 
exposure. The way is marked by small cairns, 
but these can be difficult to follow, particularly 
in descent. Big drops and a couple of tricky 
moves put this very much in the category of 
a 'climb' rather than a walk.
A) Start from the col at the foot of the 
south ridge, scrambling up 
and traversing left to 

MOUNTAIN
  Jebel el Kest
Approach: 1hr45
Aspect: South facing.
Sunshine and perfect quartzite.

Speciality: A superb high mountain 
scramble with peerless views.
Area Map: Page 96
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An unexpected gem, tucked away at the west 
end of the Ameln Valley. This fine little crag 
has an easy approach, straightforward descents, 
and is nowhere near as crumbly as its name 
might suggest! In fact, for those operating in 
the lower grades the excellent collection of 
short, friendly routes makes for a very enjoyable 
rest-day from the more adventurous crags 
hereabouts.

Turn right off the main Ameln Valley road 
about 1km before the Tanalt / Anergui 
turning, along a rather poor dirt-track which 
is signposted “Japon”. Follow this, heading 
straight on for the mountains and avoiding any 
temptation to turn-off on better-looking tracks. 
The track eventually ends at a good parking 
area on the right side, from where it continues 
as a footpath. Follow this a short way until it 
joins a dry river bed at some pipelines. Walk 

up the dry river bed for about ten to fifteen 
minutes until below a shady tower on the left 
side – this is The Dark Side (see previous page). 
From here, Cheshire Cheese Crag is visible 
up to the right, reached in some ten minutes 

CRAGGING
  Cheshire Cheese Crag
Approach: 20-25 minutes
Aspect: Various.
Lots of sun, but shade is possible for 
much of the day.

Speciality: Superb, low-grade, sunny 
cragging with easy descents and a 
friendly atmosphere.
Area Map: Page 121

917

Dark Side

East Tower

Sunset 
Rib

Pinnacle 
Buttress

Main Crag

Northern Soul

Cracker Peekamoon

Rachel Mellor following the first pitch of 
Blacksticks Blue (Severe) at Cheshire Cheese Crag. 

Page 131

This shady tower is actually the right-hand 
(eastern) end of a prominent area of dark-
coloured rock to the east of the Igordan slabs. 
It is best approached from parking at the end of 
a poor dirt-track which is signposted “Japon”, 
about 1km before the Anergui turn-off from 
the main Ameln road. The approach is as for 
Cheshire Cheese Crag – see page 129.

1. Crack Attack HVS 5a  
150m. This route climbs the left-hand of two 
cracks in the shady east face.
1) Start 5m left of the crack, avoiding the 
overhang. Move up rightwards then work right 
along a ledge to gain a boulder belay.
2) Move back left and follow the crack to the 
top. Photo page 137

CRAGGING
  Darkside
Approach: 15 minutes
Aspect: Northeast facing.
Shade for most of the day.

Speciality: A useful escape from the 
heat on nearby Cheshire Cheese Crag.
Area Map: Page 121

1

1
Darkside

15mSHADE

Joe Brown on the first ascent of B3 (Severe) at Crag B, a fine example of Ameln’s traditional 
alphanumerical naming convention! Page 126 Photo: Claude Davies collection
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2. Route 2 Very Difficult   
15m. Follows the left edge of the pedestal, 
then the continuation corner above.

3. Original Route HVS 5a  
15m. Climbs the crack just to the right of the 
pedestal.

Further right is a large detached pinnacle, 
and right again is a steep wall. The next route 
climbs the arête to the right of the pinnacle.

4. Block Rockin Beat VS 4b  
20m. A nice line up the arête to the right of 
the gully, just right of the pinnacle. Start in the 
gully, quickly moving up right onto the arête 
and face to a steep finish.

5. Ebony and Ivory E2 5c 
20m. Hard climbing, starting 5m to the right 
of the previous route by a white tree. Climb 
small edges to gain the faint crack, which 
provides marginal protection in the form of 
small wires. A few more hard moves remain 
before things ease off.

6. Intergalactic Social Blunder  HVS 5a      
20m. An excellent climb that provides 
challenge and amusement in equal measures. 
Start up the left wall of the overhang-capped 
gully, following a flake system to below the 
overlap. Pull through this with good protection 
to an easier finish.

7. Bohemia HVS 5a             
20m. A very fine and varied climb up the rib 
and slab just right of the overhang-capped 
gully, about 10m left of Sihad. Start just right 
of the arête and make some difficult moves 
on small holds to reach jugs through steeper 
ground. This leads to a sumptuous finale up 
the upper wall. Super stuff. Photo page11164

8. Sihad E1 5b 
15m. A rather bold outing up the obvious 
rising traverse at the right side of the wall. The 
start is poorly protected, and hard, but things 
ease considerably above.

9. Our Cousin The Starfish MVS 4b  
20m. A pleasant climb. Start below a broken 
gully and make bold moves off the ground to 
gain the gully. Move left above, to finish up the 
excellent face and weakness in the capping 
overhangs.

Riverbed Buttress

This is the smaller buttress located down to 
the right of the previous routes, just above a 
dry stream bed.

10. Target Practice VS 4a  
25m. Start up a black groove to a ledge at 2/3 
height. Move left and finish up a taxing crack.

11. Zig Zag Severe 4a  
20m. A technically demanding climb at this 
grade. The route starts up a line of flakes at 
the right side of the crag, breaking right 
at half-height. 

BOLD

BOLD

Black Crag 
Main

30mSHADE

This super little crag lies hidden from view 
behind a subsidiary ridge-line above Tazult 
but can be easily seen when looking down 
from Crag E. It has not been extensively 
developed, although most of the best lines have 
been climbed. There is certainly enough here 
to warrant a visit, but a route on Black Crag 
is also a possibility following a longer climb 
on Crag E, or even Crag F, both of which are 
only a short distance away. The crag remains in 
shade for much of the day, and is therefore an 
excellent choice during spells of hot weather, 
when the thought of spending another long day 
in the sun does not seem appealing. 

The approach is fairly straightforward from a 
parking area at the end of the road in Tazult  
(see map page 159 and description on page 160). 
Follow the path a short way until it passes 
between two houses. Turn left here to follow 
water-pipes up the hill past ancient buildings. 
After about 15m this path reaches The Sentinel 
(see page 171). Continue beyond this a short way 
to small fields on the next flat level, from where 
an easy walk leftwards across the hillside gains 
the crag.

Routes are described from left to right. All 
have short, straightforward descents.

The Main Crag

This is the longer, left-hand of the two crags. 
At its left end is a left-trending ramp line 
underneath a black wall, with a pedestal just 
to the right.

1. Black Velvet HVS 5a  
15m. Starts just to the left of Route 2, moving 
diagonally up left to tiptoe through a scoop.

UNCHECKED

CRAGGING
  Black Crag, Tazult
Approach: 30 minutes
Aspect: North facing.
Lots of shade throughout the day.

Speciality: Good single pitch climbs that 
often remain cool during hot weather.
Area Map: Page 159
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Crag LX

The Great Ridge

Running up the left side of this complex area of 
crags and walls is the magnifi cent Great Ridge, 
which is one of the valley’s most infamous 
climbs. From the entrance to the Asgaour 
Gorge walk leftwards up easy slopes to gain 
an attractive col behind the top of Tasga Crag. 
Th e fi rst two routes are reached from this col.

 1. The Great Ridge  AD+ VS 5a               
800m. The big one! Some 800m of height 
gain and approximately one kilometre of 
involved ridge climbing make for a long trip. 
Isolated sections of excellent climbing are 
interspersed with extensive broken, vegetated 
ground  which demands a certain ‘sense 
of adventure’ and motivation to succeed. 
Several towers are encountered along the 
way, involving downclimbs or time-consuming 
abseils, and although many teams attempt the 
route in a day, success is extremely rare and 
bivouac equipment should be carried. Escape 
is possible after the � rst summit or from the 
notch after the Great Tower (both routes 
require abseils). 
Two possible starts lead to the � rst summit, 
both giving excellent climbing. 
1a) The more di�  cult Western Ridge is 
gained at a notch and features some � ne ridge 
climbing, staying mostly on the crest. There 
is an excellent 4c crack near the top, before 
an intricate descent to a narrow notch. An 
unpleasant vegetated groove then gains the 
� rst summit.
1b) The Eastern Ridge gives steady climbing 
up a � ne ridge.
2) From the � rst summit there is 
an involved down-climb to a notch 
through which a vague path passes. 
The route above the � rst notch is 

rather unattractive, starting up a steep (4c) 
corner directly above the notch. Continue 
along a � ne ridge to the summit of the Great 
Tower.
3) Traverse the summit ridge of the Great 
Tower then abseil into the second notch (70m 
or 20m, depending on which way you locate!) 
From here, descend rightwards to below an 
easy couloir, and climb this until a traverse 
right gains the � nal ridge. This gives delectable 
climbing to the summit.
Photos page11152, 186 and 218

2. The Armchair Mountaineer HS 4b   
The big left-facing dihedral gives a � ne 3-pitch 
climb on good rock, leading to the � rst summit 
of the Great Ridge. Approach by scrambling up 
the gully right of Great Ridge and start up slabs 
on the right to gain the base of the corner. Go 
up this, � nishing out left on a varnished face.

3. Lowenschwanz HS 4a   
180m. The prominent pinnacle on the west 
ridge was � rst gained by accident via the 
di�  cult gully leading to the Great Tower notch. 

The Lion’s Face

Th e face itself, sometimes referred to as Crag J, 
is approached with considerable diffi  culty from 
the outfl ow of the Asgaour Gorge. Cross onto 
the north side of the gorge and gain a steep 
gully which runs up underneath a subsidiary 
band of rock beneath the prominent corners of 
Crag LX. Th is is exited rightwards towards the 
base of the face. A long and diffi  cult approach 
that has seen its fair share of frustrations...

ADVENTURE
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First Ascents in the Lion’s Face Area

1992
The Traverse. Les Brown & Pete Turnbull.
1993 
 Joe Brown and Claude Davies explored the 
couloirs on the east bank of the gully leading up 
to the Lion’s Face. They set off up an attractive 
line, only to come across an area of very poor and 
dangerous rock after two pitches, at which point 
they prudently retreated by abseil.
Meanwhile, an equally strong team consisting 
of Les Brown, Pete Turnbull and Trevor Jones 
set off up a series of corners at the right side of the 
wall, also hoping to bag the first ascent of Crag 
LX. Close to half-way up the wall their attempt 
was shut down by an overhanging wide crack, 
forcing them into a multi-pitch abseil descent 
down loose ground. On the final pitch, after 
continuous concerns about the quality of the rock, 
a sharp flake cut through Turnbull ’s rope and a 
serious accident was miraculously avoided.
The face then remained untouched for some seven 
years, until Ben and Marion Wintringham 
arrived at an abseil sling, having been intent 
on the first ascent of the alluring corner up the 
centre of the wall, unaware of the previous failed 
attempts. On reaching the aging sling, of course, 
they realised what had happened and retreated 
to the gully below.
1995
David. L & D. Brown.
Lion's Face Original. Paul Ross & Les Brown. 
The first ascent of Tafraout's famous Lion's 

Face was a major undertaking and the greatest 
adventure-route yet attempted on the massif. 
It was the first of the three enormous classic 
Lion's Face climbs to be completed by Brown, 
who dedicated himself to this summit in the 
late nineties. His original description in the 
Tafraout New-Route Book reads as follows:
"Climb the grey buttress leading to the chin of the 
lion. Go up the wall to the west of the mouth 
until it is possible to traverse right and ascend 
directly to its nose on the west side. Climb to 
the eye and cross onto the bridge of the nose, then 
take the vertical furrow in its brow. 9 pitches, 
300m+, grade 5+.
Kern Knotts Chimney. Paul Ross & Trevor Jones.
Ahmed. Les Brown & Pete Turnbull & R.Warner.
Right Arête. Les Brown & Trevor Jones.
Right Edge. Claude Davies & Pete Turnbull.
Left Edge. Paul Ross & Trevor Jones.
Father and Son. L & D.Brown
Pete's Dilemma. Les Brown, D.Brown & Pete Turnbull.
1996
Trevor's Farewell. Joe Brown & Trevor Jones.
Corner & Slab. Paul Ross & Joe Brown.
Alternative (M). Les Brown & Pete Turnbull.
Rambler. Claude Davies & Pete Turnbull.
1997
Lion's Face Ridge. Les Brown, Claude Davies, Derek Walker 
& Pete Turnbull.
The second of the ' big-three' Lion's Face classics 
built on previous reconnaissances of the 
mountain, and unlocked the key to the descent 
route – a vital piece in solving the Great Ridge 
between 1994 and 1998.
1998
Trident Centre. Les Brown & Pete Turnbull.
The Great Ridge. Les Brown & Pete Turnbull.
The ascent of the epic Great Ridge involved 4 
attempts by the determined Les Brown over 3 

years. The first was with Trevor Jones in 1994 
when they came to a halt fairly low down
on the first pinnacle.
The next attempt involved Pete Turnbull and 
Roy Warner. The group reached the summit of 
the first pinnacle to find that an abseil was then 
required to gain a narrow col. The climbing 
had involved some difficult sections with 
challenging route-finding, and consequently 
they had expended more time than expected. 
It was obvious that to continue would involve 
a bivouac, so they placed a piton and abseiled 
into the unknown gully below. The descent 
involved two further abseils and down-climbing 
in gullies on the back side of the pinnacle to 
eventually access the top of the long ramp that 
provides the way off from routes on Crag H. 
By this time, of course, it was pitch black, but 

the attempt had enabled them to study the 
remaining section that would lead to the summit 
of the Lions Face.
The third visit was with Trevor Jones, when they 
by-passed the pinnacle, scrambling to the col via 
narrow couloirs, where to their great surprise 
they encountered a goat herder and flock of goats. 
The route above continued as a narrow ridge and 
provided rapid progress to the summit. More 
adventure, however, was still to come as the pair 
failed to spot the goat path which leads back down 
to the Asgaour Gorge. Instead, they descended too 
early and were confined to yet another epic in the 
unpleasant gully below Crag M.
All of the challenges of the Great Ridge had now 
been solved, but it still awaited a complete ascent. 
That prize went (thankfully, after all his efforts!) 
to Brown and Turnbull in 1998 who completed 
the ridge in one long day, descending via the goat 
track that they' d missed last time. 
The route remains a formidable challenge as an 
'on-sight' endeavour, even for fast parties.
The Abyss. Joe Brown & Derek Walker.
Balni. Claude Davies & R.Salisbury
1999
Barbi, Great Schism. Joe Brown & Claude Davies.
Small Talk. Claude Davies, R.Warner & Pete Turnbull.
2000 
Lion’s Claw, Black Panther. Ben & Marion Wintringham. 
After an abortive attempt at the great central 
couloir on Crag LX in 1993, the pair turned 
their efforts instead to the equally impressive 
corners higher up the gully. Their subsequent 
ascents of Lion’s Claw and Black Panther were 
completed in typically confident style, creating 
the first routes on the crag and ending a 7-year 
jinx that had plagued the whole team since 
1993.
Left Ramp. Les Brown, Pete Turnbull, R & H. Warner.
Right Ramp. Les Brown, Pete Turnbull & R.Warner.
Terra Nova. Claude Davies, Les Brown & Derek Walker.
Canaan, Outer Space. Joe Brown & Claude Davies.
2001
Stiff Start. Joe Brown & Derek Walker.
Hospitality Attack. N.Dyer & J.Spancken.
Hidden Crack. Joe Brown, Chris Bonington & Derek Walker.
The Pinnacle. Derek Walker, Les Brown & Claude Davies.
Gryps. Joe Brown, Claude Davies, Pete Turnbull & R.Warner. 

Les Brown, Pete Turnbull & Trevor Jones on the 
first abortive attempt on the impressive west 
face of Crag LX. This route was subsequently 
climbed with one bivouac by Derek Walker and 
Les Brown several years later to give Deception 
Corners (E1 5b). Page 195 Photo: Claude Davies collection

Comment in the Tafraout Area New Route Book, 
held at the Hotel Les Amandiers in Tafraout. The 
tat left by Brown and Davies marked the first of 
several retreats from the ellusive central couloir 
between 1993 and 2007.
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The East Wall (Crag S)

The steeper, right (true left) wall of the Tizgut 
Gorge is home to some of Tafraout’s most 
infamous test-pieces. Routes are described 
from left to right, working down the gorge 
from the upper left end.

All routes finish on a broad slanting terrace, 
from where it is possible to descend either left 
(down-climb required) or right (walking).

1. Trivial Pursuit Severe   
50m. The slabby ground at the top of the 
main gorge gives one of the crag’s few good 
easy climbs.

The following climb has been affected by recent 
rock fall, but has seen subsequent ascents at the 
same grade, trending left at the top.

2. Salus VS 4c   
80m. This superb ‘little’ corner, tucked away at 
the left side of the main face is a much bigger 

climb than first appearances suggest, and one 
of the best VS climbs in the gorge. 

3. Tizgut Rib VS 4c   
80m. The rib just to the right is one of the 
crag’s classic ‘ticks’ and well worth a visit.

4. Ahmed VS 4c   
100m. A meandering line up the right side 
of the slabby ground.

5. Tizgud Crack E2 5b   
120m. Not to be confused with the rather 
more famous Tizgut Crack, this challenging 
climb starts some 10m left of Tagine, below 
the left hand of two twin cracks.
1) 45m (5b) Climb the crack with considerable 
difficulty up an ‘Amen Corner’ to a groove. 
Follow this before stepping left to a belay on 
Ahmed.
2) 45m (5a) Move back right around the rib 
to the bottom of the upper crack. Climb this, 

CRACK

CRACK

East Wall 
(left end)

40mPM

2

3

4

1

with a short excursion onto the right wall and 
a superbly positioned finish.
3) 30m (4c) The wall above eventually eases.

6. Tizgut Diagonal E2 5c  
120m. A big route up the left side of the 
impressive central buttress, featuring both 
steep and bold climbing with some exposed 
positions.
1) Start up Tagine to gain an obvious left-
trending diagonal crack. This leads to a belay 
below a crack in the upper arête.
2) Climb the crack on the right side of the 
arête, step right and finish up a bold slab.

7. Tagine E2 5c              
125m. A brilliant crack climb, providing a 
fine and uncompromising alternative to Tizgut 
Crack. Start up the finger-hand crack and climb 
for two pitches (5b, 5c) to a belay on top of a 
pillar. Finish up a groove as for Tizgut Buttress.

8. Wagha Wagha Wagha E3 6a            
110m. Another audacious climb up the 
intimidating steep wall left of Tizgut Crack. 
Climb up a thin crack between Tagine and 
Tizgut Crack, to reach good gear in the overlap. 
Move down to traverse a line of footholds into 
the centre of the wall, then climb a hanging 
flake onto the upper wall. The original way 
went left here to join Tizgut Buttress, but a 
better finish goes up right beneath more 
overlaps to a strenuous finale.

9. Tizgut Crack E1/2 5b             
100m. Joe Brown’s unmissable quartzite 
masterpiece is one of Tafraout’s most infamous 
climbs; and rightly so. This epic corner-crack 
is everything you’d expect, and then a little 
bit more, providing a full-on, world-class wide 
crack experience. E1 with plenty of big cams... 
more like E2 without.
1) 35m (5b) Sustained climbing up the 
unrelenting crack, which gets wider, harder, 
and altogether more emotional as height is 
gained. Step right to a sloping stance by a 
huge flake.
2) 40m (5b) A couple of tricky moves on 
suspect rock gain easier ground, from where 
one final well-protected move in a steep 

corner marks the end of the difficulties.
3) 20m (-) Easy climbing to the top.

Photos pages 11, 254 and 266
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