Lilies in your garden

My name is Jan Stein and I am the president of the Ohio Lily Society.  We meet 3 times a year at the Kingwood Center in Mansfield.  Our spring meeting is in April and includes a bulb sale and then we have our July meeting with a flower show, and then the fall meeting in October with a bulb sale.  Membership costs $8.00 and you can stop by our booth to sign up.  Members receive a free bulb if you attend the meeting. We have a great potluck lunch with our spring and fall meetings. We are selling some bulbs this weekend at our booth. There is a national organization called the North American Lily Society and has an annual convention and flower show.  Web site:  www.lilies.org.

Lilies will bring beauty, color and fragrance to your garden for many years.  They only require you to plant them in the correct place.  Choose a well-drained location with at least half a day of sunshine.  If it is too shady, the stems will stretch and lean towards the sun.  Lilies love full sun, as long as the bulbs are deep enough to keep cool when temperatures get high.  Lilies also enjoy mulch.  

Look for a spot that is the first to dry out after rain.  Lilies can be bothered by botrytis, a fungus that spots the leaves in prolonged cool, wet weather.  Provide for good air circulation and space so that the leaves can dry out easily after rain.  If you do see brown spots on the leaves, use any fungicide recommended for roses.  

True lilies are members of the genus Lilium and have special characteristics from other ‘lily’ plants.  Other plants called lilies are Hemerocallis (daylilies), Calla lilies (Zantedeschia), magic lilies (Lycoris), blackberry lilies, foxtail lilies, and the list goes on.  This lily bulb is the most distinguishing characteristic.  It is composed of fleshy scales without a protective outer coating.  A true lily is never dormant, it must be considered and treated as a living perennial plant.  Lily bulbs may be kept in cool storage for a few months, but special care must be taken to keep them fresh and moist.

Why grow lilies?  There are many reasons for growing these delightful flowers.  There are many varieties and colors and you can have different blooms from May through August.  You can have the bright sparkling colors of the freckled-faced asiatics, the pure white of regal trumpets, or the beautiful and fragrant orientals.  

You can grow a few lilies to add interest to your garden or you can have a full garden of lilies.  Lilies mix very well with most garden flowers, perennials as well as annuals.  The slender stems do not take up much room, and the blooms are displayed up above the lower companion plants.  Lilies are suitable for use in a shrub border as accent plants, or a formal or naturalized pool planting.  Even some of the small species would fit perfectly in an alpine rock garden.

The different types of lilies are in 8 divisions:

Division 1 – asiatics

These can be upfacing, downfacing or pendant, or outfacing. The asiatic lilies are the easiest to grow.  They come in a wide rage of colors from white to dark red and many combinations of colors.  The are known for the yellow and orange varieties, but there are many beautiful pink varieties now.  My favorite color is the peach color varieties and one of my favorites is called Tiger Babies.  They also are starting to make lilies with combinations of colors and different types of brushmarks.  Some brushmarks are very bold, while others have delicate lines.  Some types are heavily coated with spots and these are sometimes referred to as spreckles.

Division 2 is for the Martagon Hybrids.  These are a little harder to grow and find in catalogs.  They are also called Turk’s cap lilies.  These are more woodland plants and like to be grown in shade.  We have a CD for sell at our booth that displays several varieties of Martagon lilies.

Division 3 is the madonna lily or Candidum hybrids.  These have beautiful white flowers and are planted very shallow, only 1 inch deep.

Division 4 is called American hybrids.  These are hybrids of native North American species lilies.

Division 5 is the Lily Longiflorum.  This is the white Easter lily that is forced to bloom in spring.  It normally would bloom in July.  They are starting to cross this type with asiatics to add more color and size to the blooms.  LA hybrids – catalog name 

Division 6 is the Trumpet lily.  These normally can get from 5 to 8 feet tall, but they now have some that are shorter – 2 to 3 feet.  They can also be very fragrant.  The trumpet lilies come in a wide variety of colors including white, pink, orange, yellow and purple.

Division 7 is the Oriental hybrids.  They are known for their beautiful fragrance and exotic color.  You can have the pure white, the best known is called Casablanca, and pink and deep red (Stargazer) and many combinations.   These are a little more tender than the asiatic lilies and benefit from a protected area.  

Division 8 includes all other hybrids.  They are doing some cross breeding now between orientals and trumpets called Orientpets.  These have proven to be very hardy and beautiful combinations of colors.  There is also work being done in crossing asiatics with trumpet lilies called Asiapets.

Division 9 is the species lilies.  This is the native, wild species that still grow along the roads or in the woods.

Planting requirements:

Usually plant the bulbs in fall, but they can also be planted in spring

Plant bulb  4-6 inches deep, depending on the size of the bulb

A group of 3 bulbs makes a nice group to display the blooms

Plant in well drained location

Fertilize in the spring when the lily starts to grow.

Good luck and have fun growing lilies in your garden!

