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Membership Dues are $8.00 
 

Remember:   Tell the entrée guard that 
you are an OLS member to avoid the 
$5 parking fee! 

 
2011 Dates to Remember 

 
- Spring Meeting and Bulb Sale:  

Sunday, April 17, 2011 
 

- OLS Lily Show:   
o Setup – July 1, 2011 
o Show July 2-3, 2011 

 
 
- Fall Meeting and Bulb Sale:  

Sunday, October 16, 2011 
 
 

NALS Meeting & Show:  July 13-17, 2011 
Burlington, Ontario - Canada 
Royal Botanic Gardens 
“From Enchantment to Star Gazing’ 
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Presidents Letter        Fall, 2010 
 
Dear Ohio Lily Friends, 
 

The Fall Bulb Sale and meeting will be Sunday, October 17, 2010. .  Be there early for the best 

selection.  Please pre-order to get the very best selection of bulbs.  Buy lots of bulbs.  Fall is the 

perfect time to plant! 
 

I am saddened to report the death of David Ross, 1939-2010.  Dave was active not only in OLS, but 

also in NALS.  Dave was a member of OLS for more than 30 years.  He served in numerous capacities 

as a judge, member of the bulb committee and as President.  Along with his wife Sandy, David co-

chaired the NALS Seed Exchange sales of 2002 and 2003.  Together, David and Sandy were frequent 

exhibitors at regional and national lily shows.   
 

David married Sandra G. Hemminger and they were married 42 years before Sandy’s death in 2003.  

Their son David R. Ross, Jr. died in 1995.  He is survived by his three daughters, Janet K. Ross 

(husband Jabir Al-Hilali) of Houston, Texas; Genevieve M. “Peaches” (husband Craig Lescalleet) of 

Columbus and Alexandria “Ria” Ross of Durham, North Carolina.  David was very approachable and 

frequently was seen helping less experienced lily growers with lily culture questions.  Dave will be 

warmly remembered by all who knew him. 
 

Our Bulb Committee has ordered some gorgeous lilies for this sale, but in smaller numbers than in 

earlier years, 10 of some, 6 of others, so be sure to get your orders in as quickly as possible.  Orders 

received by phone, email and snail mail will be filled in the order in which they are received.  Several 

members requested specific bulbs to be purchased for this Fall sale.  The committee did a diligent 

search to obtain as many of these special requests as possible and will keep looking for those that 

they could not find in time for this sale.  If you have a special request, inform one of the committee 

members.  A special request might be a particular lily or a color family or a type (i.e. Asiatic, OT, LA, 

Upfacing, etc)  The bulb committee chair is Fred Dalzell and the members are Regina Dalzell, Larry 

Diehl, Kathleen Higgins, and Mark Mazurek. 
 

The Ohio Lily Society and The Mid-Atlantic Lily Society successfully hosted the NALS Lily Show in 

July, in Mars, PA.  All the heavy lifting was done by OLS members Janet and Larry Diehl and Joe 

Nemmer and the Mid-Atlantic folks Marianne Casey and Vijay Chandhok Jocelyn Thayer and Kathy 

Andersen..  Congratulations to all our happy ribbon and award winners.  Congratulations to Larry Diehl, 

Jan Stein, Juanita Wilkins and Mark Mazurek.  Please buy and plant more lilies to show in the July 

2011 OLS show here at Kingwood.  We would enjoy seeing a good, full show from the Ohio Lily 

Society!! 
 

Invite a friend or two (or more) to join you for the bulb sale and potluck lunch at Kingwood.  OLS has 

invited the Ohio Daylily Society to join us for our potluck, and a special program.  Instead of a 

membership meeting, immediately following our potluck lunch will be our bulb auction followed by a 

special presentation by Brian Bergman of Toronto, Ontario.  Brian will show a PowerPoint presentation 

“Keukenhof and Beyond’.  Keukenhof gardens, Holland are open to the public from only mid March to 

Mid May.  Originally a hunting area in the mid 15th century, the current flower park is a section of a 

sizable former estate that is now formal gardens around the castle in the English landscape style.  Dr. 

Bergman’s visit was at a time when lilies were featured.  Bring your microwave popcorn bag to pop 

before the show and be prepared to be dazzled! 
 

I hope to see you at the Bulb Sale and at the Potluck lunch following the sale.  Bring a friend or 

two, a dish to share and your own table service (and your microwave popcorn bag).  OLS will 

provide ham, turkey, coffee and tea and good fellowship! 

See you on Sunday, October 17, 2010 Bulb sale starts at 12:00 NOON 

Remember, OLS dues are due at the Fall meeting! 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Higgins 
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Remember:Remember:Remember:Remember:  Tell the entrée guard that you are an OLS member to avoid the $5 fee! 

NO SECRETARY, NO SECRETARY MINUTES 

This will be a special meeting with a presentation from Brian Bergman on the 
Keukenhof gardens. 

Keukenhof gardens, Holland are open to the public from only mid March to Mid May.  Originally a 

hunting area in the mid 15th century, the current flower park is a section of a sizable former estate 

that is now formal gardens around the castle in the English landscape style.  Dr. Bergman’s visit was at 

a time when lilies were featured.  Bring your microwave popcorn bag to pop before the show and be 

prepared to be dazzled! 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

OLS TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Balance forward  $2,445.73   
   
postage for newsletter  $     21.00   
meat for October potluck  $     54.54   
bulb committee expenses  $     75.69   
Kingwood Center - hall rental  $   100.00   
Mak Lilies  $   311.00   
Columbia Platte Lilies  $   175.00   
Lily Nook  $   236.17   
Faraway Flowers  $   105.20   

deposit 64.dues + 1,139.50 bulb sales  
 
$1,203.50  

20 postage stamps  $      8.80   
State of Ohio - sales tax  $     76.34   
prizes for NALS convention  $     74.35   
start-up for new bank account  $2,000.00   
deposit 24.dues + 1,000 returned by 
NALS  

 
$1,435.14  

   
Balance 9/16/10  $1,435.14   

_______________________________________________________________ 

  

2010 – NALS SHOW WINNERS from Ohio Lily Society – M ARS, PA. –  
 
CONGRATULATIONS!!  

Larry Diehl  (Two awards)  

The Peters-Mooney Award  - oriental lily- 'Sixth Sense'  

The Leslie Woodriff Award  - 'Leslie Woodriff's Fertile Sister'  

Jan Stein  

The Jan de Graaff Award - 'Gloriana'  

      Juanita Wilkins  – Best of Show, Garden Club of Virginia Award – Artistic – 

                   ‘Mars and its Two Moons’ 
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Ask Harry 
By 

Harry Humus 
 
Dear Harry: I hear there are going to be a number of martagons in the fall bulb 
sale. I’m hoping to be able to purchase some.  Can you give me some cultural 
hints or tips for growing them? Last fall a friend gave me a couple of martagon 
bulbs and they did not come up! What did I do wrong? Thanks! Isabel Plantem 

Dear Isabel, martagons are an interesting and quite striking lily type with 1-2 inch 
flowers with very thick and heavy tepals. A well grown stem of certain varieties 
can have 50-60 flowers!  The flowering stem can be quite tall with the 
inflorescence being tall and narrow. The flowers are generally of a turks-cap 
type.  The leaves on the stem are almost always arranged in whorls. Based on 
my limited travels I believe martagons can be successfully grown in Ohio but the 
most magnificent stems seem to be grown in colder climates such as Canada, 
Minnesota, etc. The further south you live the less robust martagons seem to be. 
The flower buds of martagons are somewhat frost tolerant and can take several 
degrees below freezing without apparent damage. Martagons dislike being 
moved and sometimes take a year to re-form their root structure and establish 
themselves before sending up a stem. This may be the reason your gift 
martagons did not show growth this year. If this happens, wait patiently for their 
appearance the next year! It’s my own feeling (and strangely enough Larry 
seems to agree!) that martagons should be transplanted as soon as they 
senesce which, depending on weather conditions, could be as soon as late 
August here. Waiting until October tends to increase the chance they will not 
have sufficient time to acclimate before cold weather sets in and increases the 
chance they will not emerge the next year. However, your bulb committee has 
little choice about when to hold the fall sale as October is the prime transplanting 
time for most other lily types. 

Since martagons resent moving your should take extra measures in selecting the 
site where you plant them so as to avoid having to move them frequently. 
Prepare the soil thoroughly to a depth of a foot or more. Adding humus (well what 
would you expect me to say?) and a bit of fertilizer will help. As with most lily 
types you should avoid having your martagons experience “wet feet”. Martagons 
can tolerate light shade but will grow in full sun as well. They do seem to be a bit 
more tolerant of clay soils than some other lily types.  

Martagons seem to be more disease resistant than other lily types and some 
authorities claim they are very resistant to virus. They are also a bit slower to 
reproduce and grow than other types…a reason they tend to be more expensive.   

For all of the above reasons it is possible to treat martagons as a more 
“permanent” lily.  A few authorities even espouse that martagons thrive on 
neglect! With all these desirable characteristics you certainly should have 
martagons as part of your lily garden.  
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NALS Membership  
 
Contact is: Stephanie Sims, P.O. Box W, Bonners Ferry, ID 83805, 208-267-7257, 
Stephanie@lilies.org. New/renewal memberships at $20 for one year or $55 for three years can 
be mailed directly to her. Or, the NALS web site: www.lilies.org can be utilized to pay membership 
dues directly by PayPal or to download a membership application blank. 
 
NALS members enjoy: 

• Four color Quarterly Bulletins and an annual hardbound Yearbook, covering culture, 
lilium species, growing from seed, propagation, and hybridization.  

• A seed exchange, offering seed from lilium species and hybrids from around the world.  
• An annual meeting and lily show, where you can see fabulous lilies, attend educational 

seminars, and meet like-minded lily enthusiasts.  
• NALS also maintains a lending library for member use, funds Lilium research through its 

Research Trust, and conducts an annual lily popularity poll to identify varieties that 
perform well for members.  

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
David R. Ross (1939 – 2010) 
 
AMHERST — David R. Ross, age 71 years, of Amherst, died Sunday, August 1, 2010. 
 
Dave was born in Lorain, June 27, 1939, to the late Dr. Hudson F. Ross and Mary V. 
(nee Mackin) Ross. He was raised in Lorain, and was a 1958 graduate of Lorain High 
School. During the late 1950s, Ford Motor Company built the Lorain Plant, and Dave 
started working there following graduation. He began in the paint department, and 
eventually became a supervisor, retiring after 34 years of service. While working, Dave 
earned a bachelor degree from Dyke College, Cleveland. After retiring, he was asked to 
return to Ford and assist in the plant’s closing. He did this for an additional two years, 
and, retired after 36 years of service to the company. 
His other memberships include; the North American Lily Society, which he joined along 
with his wife Sandy in 1978 and served as a judge and a seed chairperson, the 
American Hemerocallis (Day Lily) Society, and the Ohio Day Lily Society. Dave held 
offices in both groups at various times. 
Survivors include three daughters; Janet K. Ross (husband Jabir Al-Hilali) of Houston, 
Texas, Genevieve M. “Peaches” (husband Craig) Lescalleet of Columbus, Alexandria 
“Ria” Ross of Durham, North Carolina, four grandchildren, his brother R. Tim (wife Alice) 
of Wakeman, his sister Barbara West of Williamsfield, and neices and nephews. 
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his loving wife of 42 years, 
Sandra G. (nee Hemminger), their son David R. Ross Jr. (1995), and two sisters, Janet 
Emerick and Sally Keenan. 
 


