
Immigration and dealing with 
the UK Borders Agency are 
subjects that often arise with 
constituents. In this last month 
there have been Government 
announcements on these.

Immigration
The immigration figures show that 
over 90% of the population in this 
constituency were born in the UK.  
However I also know that illegal 
immigration and the UK being 
seen as a soft touch is a source 
of discontent. The good news is 
that immigration figures show that 
immigration is coming under control.

The Office of National Statistics has 
recently published data which shows 
that net migration is already down 
by almost a third since 2010 and 
visa applications show that the trend 
is set to continue. The Government 
has now announced plans to ensure 
that neither our benefits system nor 
public services are abused and to 
clamp down on illegal working. 

UK Borders Agency
My office deals with a number of 
concerns from constituents on 
processing of various types of visa 
applications and we have shared the 
frustrations of many constituents 
over delays in processing. While the 
Government has been making some 
progress in tackling backlogs and 
improving performance and systems 
it is acknowledged that many more 
urgent improvements are required. 

The Home Secretary has announced 
the intention to bring the functions 
of the UK Border Agency into the 
Home Office. The Agency was set up 
in 2008 and despite the best efforts 
of staff is not structured to enable it 
to deal with the level of immigration 
that has been seen. 

Update from Westminster
Media Regulation
The media treatment of innocent 
people has been another issue of 
concern among constituents and 
thus I am pleased the new system of 
press regulation has been agreed. 
The Prime Minister, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, and the Leader of 
the Opposition have reached cross-
party agreement on a Royal Charter 
which will help to deliver a new 
system of independent and robust 
press regulation in this country. 
This will put in place a system for 
up-front apologies, million-pound 
fines, a self-regulatory body with 
independence of appointments and 
funding, a robust standards code, 
an arbitration service free for victims 
and a speedy complaint-handling 
mechanism. It has been suggested 
that there is need for this to be 
enshrined in legislation however the 
‘No Change’ clause specifically states 
that government Ministers cannot 
interfere with this new system without 
explicit and extensive support from 
both Houses of Parliament.  
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With central government and three 
tiers of local government (County, 
District and Town or Parish) it is 
often confusing to know who is 
responsible for what and frustrating 
to find the best person to help with a 
particular issue. 

I am always interested to know the 
issues and concerns of our 
communities but, in truth, I am 
not always best placed to help. 
Strictly speaking, MPs are there 
to help with matters for which 
Parliament or central government 
is responsible. So, I may be able to 
help with concerns relating to the 
NHS, HM Revenue and Customs, the 
Department of Work and Pensions 
and other government departments. 

For other matters, such as local 
planning, highways, the day-to-day 
running of schools, refuse collection, 
and housing the appropriate first 
step is likely to be to contact your 
parish, district or county councillor. 

When concerns are raised with my 
office we will always try to put you in 
touch with the best person to help 
via the quickest route.  Sometimes 
this will mean my office raising an 
issue on your behalf and at other 
times it will mean directing you to 
the appropriate local councillor.   

LOCAL ISSUES
Who does what?

The state of our roads
A local issue that I am often 
approached about is the state of 
our roads. This is an issue that 
comes under the remit of the County 
Council and as such I do not have 
any control over this. (See next 
column)  However I am in regular 
contact with the Highways team at 
the county council to raise matters 
on behalf of residents and to 
support local representatives. 

Recent weather conditions have 
not been on the side of those 
maintaining the roads.  Whilst 
the county council battle against 
these conditions in trying to repair 
potholes I was interested to learn 
that they have filled some 36,000 
potholes in the last year alone. 
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Meeting Independent Midwives 
representatives at Westminster rally
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  Constituency Office, PO Box 84
  Watlington, Oxfordshire, OX49 5XD

  01491 613072 
  john.howell.MP@parliament.uk

If you would like to get in touch to raise a local or national issue, 
or to let me know about your organisation or a special event my 
contact details are below. If you would like help with a specific 
issue please contact my constituency office.

Working in Westminster 
and the Constituency
I am often asked how MPs spend 
their time and particularly about the 
balance between working in 
Westminster and the constituency. 

The work of an MP takes place 
in both Westminster and their 
constituency and time has to 
be split between the two. When 
Parliament is sitting MPs are 
expected to be in Westminster from 
Monday to Thursday to take part 
in debates, sit on Committees and 
attend a range of meetings. Fridays, 
weekends and periods when 
Parliament is in recess are when 
MPs can spend more time in their 
constituencies to attend events and 
meet with constituents. 

Sometimes it is possible to meet 
constituents in Westminster too 
if they come for specific events. 
This month a group representing  
Independenet Midwives held a rally 
in Westminser to draw attention 
to some of their concerns with 
regulation for their work. I was able 
to meet with constituents for them 
to tell me about the issues first 
hand. 

In the week that this news 
letter was being compiled the 
sad news of the death of Lady 
Thatcher broke. Tributes have 
come from across the political 
divide for a lady whose strength 
and determination is admired. 
Widespread respect for her 
political achievements has been 
expressed by those who agreed 
and those who disagreed with 
her policies and much has been 
written about the contribution 
she made to this country and 
in particular the optimism she 
created. 

On a personal note she was an 
inspiration to me. I remember 
her time as Prime Minister very 
clearly; it was when my own 
political ambitions were born.  
One of her enduring legacies 
is in the way in which market 
economies and democracy 
became so firmly embedded in 
central and eastern Europe and 
I proudly assisted in one of her 
projects – the Know How Fund. 

Her creation of the Know How 
Fund as the principal means of 
distributing assistance to the 
region as it struggled out of 
communism was far-sighted.  
With relatively little money it 
made a massive contribution to 
the transformation of the area 
and I happily joined Margaret 
Thatcher as a post-Cold War 
warrior seeking to instill the 
notions of democracy and 
of a market economy. These 
objectives were central to her 
philosophy and which saw 
the end of communism as a 
dominant player on the greater 
European stage.

Although many tributes have 
been paid I think they are 
summed up in the words of 
David Cameron. He said “The 
best tribute we can pay is to 
keep her values and vision alive 
in Government: to keep backing 
Britain’s hardworkers; to keep 
believing in Britain – and to keep 
making it as great as can be.”  

This is a lady whose influence will 
be sorely missed.

A Tribute to 
Lady Thatcher 

Supporting community action at Thame 
Local shopping day

In discussion with politics students at  
the Henley College

A lively debate can be guaranteed 
when in discussion with the students 
at Henley College. On a recent visit 
I debated European issues with 
the politics class. With challenging 
questions such as ‘Is the UK still 
the EUs awkward partner’ and 
‘Explain the key issues facing the EU 
in relation to future enlargement’ 
there were inevitably opposing views 
and it was good to be able to spend 
some time debating them.  

Keeping our communities alive is 
important to us all and sometimes 
a special promotion event helps 
this along. Thame chose one of the 
coldest Saturday’s of the year to 
promote local shopping. It was an 
enjoyable but very chilly day. 


