
The Chapel of 
Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal

Eugene Borg

Before leaving this sacred space, the pilgrim is 
invited to stop for a moment before the bronze 
bas-relief of the Servant of God Eugene Borg, 
an exemplary dockyard worker and the first 
Superior General of the Society of Christian 
Doctrine (1907-1965). He was a faithful and 
zealous follower of St George Preca from the 
very beginning of the spiritual adventure 
which led them both to holiness.

The Chapel is situated next to the Central 
House of the Society of Christian Doctrine, 

M.U.S.E.U.M. It was redecorated in 2001 to 
house the sacred remains of St George Preca 
(1880-1962), beatified by Pope John Paul II 
in Malta on 9th May 2001 and canonised by 
Pope Benedict XVI in Rome on 3rd June 2007.

The redecoration was designed by Prof. 
Richard England, a world-renowned Maltese 
architect, and the work was carried out by  
members of the Society. Very often architecture 
serves as a vivid expression of faith. Prof. 
England had precisely this objective in mind 
when embellishing the Chapel. 

The wax effigy  on the tomb of St. GEORGE PRECA, Founder 
of the Society of Christian Doctrine, M.U.S.E.U.M., made by 
Michael Wade of Madame Tussauds, London.

The statue of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal, beautifully 
carved in wood, stands on the 
left of the main altar, beckoning 
the pilgrim to kneel and pray.
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The Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament

On entering the building, you are 
immediately struck by the solidity and 
tranquility of the entire space around you. 
You are likewise moved to reverence and 
recollection by the simplicity, colour and 
decorum of this sacred place. An entrance 
on your left leads to the chapel of the 
Blessed Sacrament where you can be alone 
with the Alone. The Chapel environment 
helps you achieve this goal. On the left is 
an empty path running the whole length 
of the small chapel, signifying our life on 
earth. The arrangement is highly symbolic: 
small marble pebbles cover the path, while 
a number of wooden blocks can be seen 
resting on the pebbles. Both symbolise the 
instability we often experience in life. 

On the contrary the tabernacle stands on 
a solid concrete pillar. If you look carefully 
enough, just above the tabernacle door you 
see inscribed the Latin words: Magister adest 
et vocat te (“The Lord is here, and is calling 
you”). Here you meet the One you came 
looking for. At the far end a glass window 
brightly illuminates the tabernacle by the 
natural light it receives from behind.

The Way of the Cross

Back in the main chapel, a second important 
and meaningful feature is the Way of the 
Cross which adorns the walls at the back. 
In the first station, an opaque glass covers 
the cross completely. The glass represents 
sin, self-centredness and death. The forces 
of evil try to eradicate God from people’s 
hearts and to impede them from coming to 
know Him. Yet God, the lmman-u-el (God-
with-us), through his incarnation, life, death 
and resurrection brings the final victory 
and redemption to all humanity. Station by 
station, the cross is gradually unveiled, until 
in the last station it is completely uncovered, 
thus symbolising the victory foretold by God 
in Genesis: “I shall put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; he will crush your head and you 
will strike his heel.“ (Gen 3:15)

Saint George Preca

The well-preserved body of St George Preca 
lies in a glass urn beneath the wax effigy. 
Praying in front of the saint’s figure, one 
notices that the hands are crossed on the chest 
with the fingers expressing the Mystery of the 
Holy Trinity, on which Fr Preca meditated 
profoundly and preached so ardently. 


