
Greater Kansas City AAZK 
 

11/14/16 
Lakeside Nature Center Classroom 

 
Attendance:   Jacque Blessington, Pamela Trueblood, Shirley Williams, Steven Beal, Erin Black, Jessica 
Murphy 
 
Treasurer Report: Total account balance is $4,294.05.  Conservation account balance is $1,812.25.  
Professional development is $244.68.  Current operating budget is $588.95.  Current BFR budget is $0. 
 
A check for $4,904.99 was sent as GKC AAZK’s contribution to Bowling for Rhinos at AAZK National. 
 
The treasurer is waiting on some more financial information from the Uncorked and One More Cup 
fundraisers to complete those fundraiser budget balances. 
 
Membership Report:  GKC AAZK has received official notice from AAZK National that the Kansas City Zoo 
has received authorization to form an AAZK chapter within the zoo.  GKC AAZK has not received any 
word about the matter from the Kansas City Zoo, however as a gesture of good will our chapter has 
moved forward in removing our supplies and materials from the storage spaces at the Zoo’s Ops 
building.  Jacque and Jessica met on Monday to sort through and organize the chapter’s items.  The 
items are being stored at Jacque’s house until storage space can be made available at the Lakeside 
Nature Center. 
 
Jacque has approached the Lakeside Nature Center with a request to be a host site for the GKC AAZK 
chapter.  As a city-operated facility, the Center is awaiting an answer from the Parks and Recreation 
department regarding the request.  If approved, the chapter’s mailing address would be changed to LNC.  
Pending the city’s approval, the LNC would provide GKC AAZK with some storage space for the chapter’s 
materials.   
 
The chapter’s by-laws were reviewed by members present at the meeting.  Erin Black made a motion to 
initiate a change to the by-laws to include a membership category of “reciprocal member”, that 
“supporting” members are clarified in the description as not being members of AAZK National, and that 
the chapter address be updated to that of Lakeside Nature Center.  Shirley Williams seconded the 
motion.  A reciprocal member would be a member in good standing with the new Kansas City Zoo AAZK 
chapter who is also wishes to be a member of the GCK AAZK chapter.  Reciprocal members would not be 
required to pay chapter dues unless they wished to be on the GKC AAZK chapter board. 
 
We are in the process of developing a chapter brochure for marketing purposes.  Members are asked to 
review the brochure draft and respond with feedback regarding content and information that should be 
highlighted in this material. 
 
Chapter members are also asked to consider how the chapter should be structured as it moves forward 
and develops its partnership with Lakeside Nature Center.  This includes a proposal to add the word 
“Greater” to the GKC AAZK’s logo in an effort to clarify the difference between the GKC AAZK chapter 
and the newly forming Kansas City Zoo AAZK chapter. 
 



It was suggested that chapter board members attend volunteer meetings at potential partner 
organizations in an effort to promote our chapter and recruit membership on both a partner and 
member basis. 
 
Affiliate Organization Events: None 
 
 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES: 
 
Bowling for Rhinos:  The 2016 BFR Donation thank you letters are completed and ready for mailing.  The 
2017 BFR event will be at Premier Bowling in Raytown on Sunday March 5th.  This BFR will be GKC’s 30th 
Anniversary, so the chapter will be doing extra things to commemorate the anniversary.  Jacque has 
proposed submitting photographs of t-shirt designs from the past years of BFR to a graphic 
designer/artist to have a logo created using the previous BFR logo designs.  Jessica has photographed 
the designs of all the shirts that Jacque has—Shirley will check to see if she has any missing shirt years.  
Once shirt designs for all possible shirts have been photographed, Jacque with Erin and Shirley will work 
on assigning years to each design. 
 
The registration form for BFR 2017 needs to be reformatted to reflect updated prizes, etc.  It was 
proposed that—in an effort to simplify the registration process and in celebration of the 30th 
anniversary—bowlers do not have to gather sponsorships but instead will receive a free t-shirt if they 
register and pay their dues within 2-weeks prior to the event. 
 
Jacque will approach Rhino Liners about underwriting the cost of this year’s event t-shirts. 
 
Conservation:  The committee needs to decide on designs that will be used for reproduction items that 
will be available for sale at the Great Pet Expo.  Erin, Jacque and Jessica will approve a selection of 
designs by Monday Dec 21st. 
 
Feather Project:  Committee members will sort through the current feather collection and mail out as 
many feathers as possible to current collection organizations.  Moving forward, the chapter will collect 
feathers from Education birds at the Lakeside Nature Center to distribute to feather collection sites. 
 
Fundraising:  The chapter has a small collection of zoo animal painted artwork that is available for 
fundraising efforts.  Artwork is being scanned so that reproductive work may be produced as additional 
fundraising opportunities.  Reproductions can be printed or used on merchandise such as mugs, bags, 
etc. 
 
The Pasta-bilities fundraiser through Fun Pasta Fundraising is currently taking place!  Please share this 
fundraiser with family, friends, coworkers and acquaintances.  Our chapter’s goal is $400.  We will 
receive 40% of proceeds (excluding shipping).  Orders can be placed online, or see Pam for a brochure 
packet for mailed orders.  Free shipping on orders over $50.  The top selling chapter member will 
receive a $50 Visa gift card—have buyers note your name when they place the order so you receive 
credit for your sales. 
 
The Great KC Pet Expo is quickly approaching.  The event is on Saturday Dec 3rd and Sunday Dec 4th at 
the KCI Expo Center by the Kansas City International Airport.  Set-up is on Friday night, and the event is 



Saturday 10-6pm and Sunday 10-4pm.  Help is needed, especially for both Saturday and Sunday.  If you 
are available to assist, please notify Jacque. 
 
Historian:  No report.  Jessica requested that the chapter make a point of taking marketing photos at 
future and upcoming chapter events.  Marketing photos can include members participating in 
fundraisers and special events, as well as event attendees and booths. 
 
MOU:  The Memorandum of Understanding between GKC AAZK and the Kansas City Zoo is no longer 
being pursued now that the zoo is no longer the host site for the GKC AAZK.  If the Lakeside Nature 
Center agrees to be the hose site for the GKC AAZK, it is not believed that a MOU will be required for the 
initial relationship with the chapter however the chapter will be open to this option in the future if 
either party decides one would be beneficial. 
 
Liaison:  No report 
 
Professional Development:  Members discussed the focus of professional development within the 
chapter.  Jacque proposed extending the number of speaker series opportunities at chapter meetings 
and events and funding for members to attend conferences and formal training opportunities.  This 
change would reduce financial pressure on the chapter for raising adequate funds to assist with 
conference fees, and would allow the professional development speakers to impact a larger amount of 
members in the chapter. 
 
Social Media:  The committee will update the chapter website to reflect any necessary changes in 
partnerships, mailing location, etc.  They will also add upcoming events—Pasta-bilities and the Great KC 
Pet Expo—to the social media accounts.   
 
Vending:  The GKC AAZK vending machine is still currently located in the Ops Building at the Kansas City 
Zoo.  The Kansas City Zoo has not requested its removal from the premises, however Jacque is looking 
into the opportunity of relocating it to Lakeside Nature Center to provide easier access for maintenance 
and restocking.   
 
Next Meeting: December (Date TBD), 5:15pm, location to be announced  

 The December meeting is historically a Chapter holiday party hosted by a chapter member.  If 
you are available to host or would like more information about what is involved in hosting the 
party, please contact Jacque. 


