
Greater Kansas City AAZK 
 

1/20/17 
Lakeside Nature Center Classroom 

 
Attendance:   Jacque Blessington, Dawn Falls, Erin Black, John Beachey, Samantha Housten, Mark 
Delves, Veronica Tarnowski, Jessica Murphy 
 
Treasurer Report: Membership dues are due!  Dues are $10 annually for current members of the 
National AAZK organization, and $20 for those who are not members of the National AAZK organization. 
 
Membership Report:  GKC-AAZK will try a new format for meetings in 2017 after BFR.  Business 
meetings occur every-other-month, with the alternating months’ meetings being a speaker/tour/potluck 
or other social event.  This will reduce the amount of meeting time available for chapter business, so 
more will be done via email and Facebook.  Please contact Jacque with suggestions for places to visit, 
speakers to invite, topics to focus on, etc.  Suggestions made at the meeting include:  Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count, Go Ape Course in Swope Park, Operation Wildlife, Ernie Miller and the Mounted 
Police.  Speaker presentations might include: Bill Araujo – wildlife photography and/or raptor workshop 
summary, butterfly conservation by one of the local groups, bee conservation, Missouri Master 
Naturalists, the wonders of bats presented by Josh Tarnowski and staff from LNC.  The chapter is also 
looking for project suggestions for 2017—especially projects that can connect to our native species in 
some way. 
 
Committees for 2017 will need to restart after BFR.  Please look over the list of chapter committees, we 
will review them at the next meeting and are open to formation of new committees. 
 
Affiliate Organization Events: check out Breakfast with the Beasts at Lakeside Nature Center, February 
18 from 10-2. 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES: 
 
Bowling for Rhinos:  BFR is quickly approaching!  Event brochures and bowler registration forms are 
available for distribution.  To encourage pre-registration, all bowlers who complete a registration form 
and pay their registration fees prior to February 18 will receive a free BFR 30th Anniversary t-shirt. 
 
T-shirts:  Three versions of BFR graphics have been produced for this year’s event using the designs from 
previous BFRs to create the lettering/numbering/image in the logo (see attached images).  This year’s 
graphics are full color, which limits options for t-shirt production and increases production costs.  
Members present at the meeting decided to do a full-color version of the graphics on the event t-shirts, 
and to keep costs from getting too steep this year’s shirt might not include an organic option but are still 
looking into ‘Made in USA’ options.  Members present at the meeting decided that the “30 Years 
Strong” logo would be used on the back of the shirts with the BFR and rhino on the front. 
 
Dawn and Erin are contacting printing companies to get estimates on pricing and production turnaround 
time.  The deadline for shirt production that will be given to the selected printing company will be 1 
week prior to the event, to allow a cushion for members to prepare pre-registration packets and get the 
shirts ready for sale at the event. 



 
Raffle:  Items are needed for the raffle.  Because the GKC-AAZK is no longer partnered with the Kansas 
City Zoo, we are not restricted to a specific list of businesses that may be approached for donations.  
However, please contact Jacque to sign up for businesses that you would like to approach with donation 
requests so we can avoid duplicate requests to the same business.  Donations are due by the GKC-AAZK 
meeting on February 27th.  Donations may be items or money.  If a corporation chooses to donate 
money, they may partake in the event as a Corporate Sponsor and receive free event t-shirts (see the 
Bowler Registration form for more details). 
 
One option that may be pursued (if members choose) is to solicit for organizational baskets that would 
be donated by organizations represented in the GKC-AAZK membership (Sea Life Aquarium, Lakeside 
Nature Center, Kansas City Zoo, etc). 
 
Jacque proposed doing a 50/50 raffle.  Sheets would be sold containing the graphics from all the 
previous BFR event shirts, and participants would have to assign the correct years to each logo.  
Participants who correctly assigned all the years would then be entered into the raffle and if drawn 
would win 50% of the proceeds from the sheet sales.  Still working out details. 
 
Event layout:  To reduce congestion during the registration process, a section of Premier Bowling’s front 
counter will be used for attendees to complete bowler registration paperwork.  Pre-registered bowlers 
will be able to bypass the registration table and go to a pre-registration table to pick up their packets.  
Jacque will contact Premier Bowling to see if a display may be set up in their glass viewing case 
highlighting BFR, and will inquire about having the event listed on the Premier Bowling’s marquee sign 
at the road. 
 
Media:  Jacque and Samantha will write a short press release to be distributed to local media outlets.  
Dawn will offer payment with Square on Facebook for bowlers who want to pre-register online.  Jessica 
will update the BFR information on the GKC-AAZK’s website. 
 
Conservation:  The chapter would like to tag local conservation events on Facebook.  If you are aware of 
any events (ex: Eagle Days, Squaw Creek, etc) please contact Dawn. 
 
Feather Project:  No report. 
 
Fundraising:  A paint and wine business in Independence that does fundraising events for organizations.  
Erin proposed doing a fundraiser there.  They can accommodate up to 42 attendees at a time, and do 
classes on Sundays through Wednesdays.  More details to follow. 
 
Samantha will contact Hamburger Mary’s for available Bingo dates in August, and will also get 
information on their Trivia Nights. 
 
Jacque will contact One More Cup to see if they would be willing to do a Tree Kangaroo Coffee 
promotion in May as a fundraiser for tree kangaroo conservation.  This would be a nice tie-in to Tree 
Kangaroo Awareness Day which occurs on the 4th Saturday of May. 
 
Historian:  No report.   
 
Liaison:  No report 



 
Professional Development:  (See Membership Report) 
 
Social Media:  The committee members will work to get BFR advertised on the chapter’s social outlets 
and the chapter website.  Jessica will post upcoming meeting dates and locations on the website as well. 
 
Vending:  The GKC-AAZK’s vending machine has been emptied and removed from the Operations 
building on Zoo grounds.  It is in temporary storage at the Lake Lodge at Camp Lake of the Woods which 
is through the Lakeside Nature Center.  Any members who have suggestions on businesses that may be 
willing to house the vending machine, please notify Jacque.   
 
Next Meeting: Monday January 30th, 5:15pm, in the back room of the Los Compas Mexican Restaurant 
at 9055 E State Rte 350, Raytown, MO 64133 

*This meeting will focus primarily on BFR preparation, but will also look ahead to resuming 
normal business after BFR is over. 


