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As planned, O miles in Memphis today, nice break….�

A day at Mud Island Marina under the boat shelter, living the ‘marina’ life.  Folks have been especially nice,

seems there was a storm that passed this way recently and knocked out some of their basic services (no spigot



water) – they’ve done plenty to assist in any manner possible – fresh water and resupply for the next 200 mile

(to Greenville, Ms) leg was on the top of my list.�

Carl went and got a hotel room�and asked if I wanted to come on over – I remained aboard in luxury

accommodations (the shelter, a roof) to enjoy the ‘Marina life.’  I slept great - talked to Don Cook (the boat-

rower) until midnight I think, and funny too because Carl said that he tossed and turned all night in that big

fancy bed – in the 17 days he had been aboard he never had an ounce of trouble sleeping - finally gets a big

fancy bed and rolls up in the sheets like his tent in the wind at Cape Girardeau.….�

We took a walk to Beale St around lunch time,

ate and listened to some ‘Blues,’ then walked

to a few other establishments and generally just

walked around downtown Memphis at 95

degrees!, Hot – fun and neat, but with clean

laundry I’m ready to get back on the river

where its a bit cooler than cement – but the

electric trolley’s are really neat too.�

Carls been a big help in the acclimation

process of the river, he’s met his goals and is

eager to get home and still have time

to manage his construction project – his

assistance will be missed, its hard to find a

conscientious shipmate that will run out on the front of the boat and give me a depth ‘mark’ (where the ‘Mark

Twain’ name came from) when approaching landfall - he fit in well and enjoyed it all to the max, as I knew he

would.  Thanks Carl0�So I’m solo, 200 miles to the next expected fuel depot (Greenville, Ms) communications

may be sparse, if any, so like that guy in the rowboat ahead of me - we’re still just goin down the river…. I

will be back when the electronics and river allows.�
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Departed Memphis at 6am with a fresh cup of coffee and at least 700 more miles to go -  I say ‘at least’

because being ahead of schedule as I am, it could be possible to go further (eastward, if Mother Nature and the

little motor holds out) but all still yet to be determined; play-it-by-ear ‘to speak.�

From Memphis there seems to be more

debris and trash in the water, logs, trees,

TV’s (yes some float!), and the water just

seemed muddier all-together (if that was

possible).

As the mighty tows steadily work their load

upriver their massive propellers churn and

force the muddy water into a large rolling

series of tall wakes following a hundred

yards behind.  The tow 'wash' this

‘whitewater’ area’s danger lies not so much in a ‘ride’ on the whitewater – but more about the logs and debris

being kicked solidly about in the mix – these ‘whoop-de-doos’ are not an area to cross……

Carl and I had been doing little experiments along the way where we would scoop a clear container with river

water and let it settle for a while, at least thirty minutes later (depending on happy-hour) one of us would

check for sediment on the bottom.  There was always dirt on the bottom, except the Ohio River at Cairo where

it was clear.

Now alone on the Mississippi I find an orphan “Wilson” (crew) floating in the water, help for today’s

experiment; on this date we again checked the water – the river held no immediate surprises – as muddy as

ever. Above Tunica, Miss there was alot of shoaling (sand moved by the current into the channel) leaving the

channel hard to distinguish. Soon I came across this Mississippi River Dredging operation, leaving me

wondering if the lower Mississippi was going to be much more of a challenge for staying within a defined

channel……. For me a less defined channel would certainly be cause to pay even closer attention to the river. 



Below Memphis is Tunica, MS. this area has

grown mainly because of the tremendous Casino

business.  They also have a River Park

Museum and boat dock (one of the few on the

Lower Mississippi), so it was a good place to stop

and take advantage of the great buffet’s that

Casino’s offer.�The ‘land food’ was real good and

held me for the rest of the day.  As I returned to

the boat a couple of guys from the nearby

excursion riverboat (The ‘Tunica Queen’) stood

by and chatted for a good while, it was a great

break.  Funny thing about this trip – for doing

pretty much nothing, it seems I have a purpose – a

purpose too that most everyone along the river likes to talk about doing, “going down the river“……

Carl’s company and conversation is easy to miss, but I know he was aching to get home, cut the grass, and go

back to work – as for me this all continues to be ‘awesome,’ there is no boredom at all- everything is of

interest, plenty of stuff to see and little things to do as I continue to idle down the river – at 5 miles an hour…..

This evening’s ‘tie-off’ came a little later than desired, I did miss Carl’s ‘marks’ – but I soon found the ‘inside’

of an island across from numerous organized mounds of rock along the shore – the Old-Town Dikes, where I

settled in for the night.�My first day solo (well besides Wilson and Patrick) turns out to be a 90 mile

day………….Memphis to Miller Point (645.7).�
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Spending time upon this river,

I sit and gaze with wonder,

+The tow’s steadily pass,

- their mighty engines rumble.

With a constant churning motion,

They continuously operate,

Powering against her current,

- creating waves that oscillate.

Then as easily as they come, – they go,

a long moment of silence occurs,

waves slash against the bank,

- and the breeze softly stirs.

This momentary pause,

always seems to be near ’round,

+peace’ – awaiting its moment,

- slipping in without a sound.



This is a mighty river,

in the simplest kind of ways,

for I have ridden upon her current,

- and felt the pulse within her waves.

t.g. haynie

1974/2009
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Well I might be kaput in Natchez – still floating that way – about eight river miles from there now.

After 1400 miles and 24 days the little motor may have swallowed a catfish, its barely puttering – not good. 

Just running it to stay out of tows way and to get to the ramp in Natchez to evaluate, just hope it keeps

cranking – but for this Sunday morning, I am in deed ‘Rafting the Mississippi.’
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David Campbell (local) I will check a couple marine places in the morning for an engine – several local folks

have been kind enough to provide some leads…… we’ll go from there.

Right now I’m in a hotel room with a view of the river, A/C , big pizza, wash-machine, and a shower…. the

trolls pitched in to get me out from under their bridge.
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Day 27 lmr 336-247 – Onward to Baton Rouge

More hot, flat, wide, and slow.
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After thirty days of living on and along the Mississippi River, ‘Free-bird’ made it to the Canal St waterfront in

New Orleans….�It was an interesting waterfront, old and deteriorated commercial wharves mixed among the

well traversed and public Canal Street walk, which was busy with pedestrians catching a glimpse of the

historic Mississippi0



I soon met up with Patrick’s (crew) daughter, and she escorted her father’s remains from the raft.  After a few

words she congratulated him for completing his dream and allowed him to continue unencumbered towards

the Gulf.  I feel great about his families efforts, all so nice.�With a passing thunderstorm lingering, and instead

of heading for Bourbon Street (“doggone people”) – ‘Wilson’ and I made a decision to continue on – so with

the wind and sun at my back, we putted on – Why Not?  Thats what the whole trip has been about , so we did.�

So far it has been a great decision – waited alongside the   Altro Donna  for passage

through the industrial canal.  My intent was of heading to the Yacht Club for the

night – but instead stopped at a marina (Seabrook Harbor) just before Lake

Pontchartrain.�After a little discussion with the dock-master I determined that the

Inter-Coastal Waterway (ICW)  was more for me of what this trip has been about –

time on the water, another good decision.  The weather was perfect for a cruise on

these ‘new waters.’�

It was a great change of pace from the Mississippi, again a breeze at my back and I knew that somewhere I

would stop for the evening, but this time would be ‘different’ water and a new setting0�*ve found a good place

to anchor (in the mud), the horizon is dark blue on the bottom, green in the middle, and light blue with clouds

on the top… all is very fine. It was a complete day and a very interesting perspective of the activities along the

local waterway. 
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What a neat change to the past 30 days on the Mississippi River – yesterday I entered the Industrial Canal

from the Mississippi and after fueling at the Seabrook Marina near Lake Pontchartrain, began my journey

eastward towards Biloxi along the Inter Coastal Waterway (ICW) 

I knew that it was kinda ‘chancy’ to skirt the Gulf with this particular vessel, but others had done it and so

would I, plus – by this time me and the ‘bird’ had a lot of faith and comfort with each other. This part of the

ICW is really straight in comparison to what its been like on the Mississippi, you could actually see distant



horizon.  The marshes to my right on the Gulf side had the low level sawgrass feel – no waves to speak

of, mostly ripple. 

Then early last evening I found a place where the breeze was pushing its way inland and tossed the anchor

into the shallows.  The little motor was off as I walked to the bow and allowed the momentum of the boat to

‘stick’ the anchor - then I stood soaking-in the scenery as the ‘bird’ drifted back and the line became taunt.  It

only took a simple tug or two on the rope to know that it was sound, for me there was a noticeable lack of

concern, unlike tying down in the current of the Mississippi where two ‘points-of-contact’ (ropes) had been

my ‘rule,’ here this single anchor ‘held-fast.’

I checked out a nearby crab trap which the boat had drifted into, and it held a several crabs – sure, I

considered steaming those ‘suckers’ – (they would have been delicious) but no, its kinda the unwritten code

not to mess with anyone’s traps – so just having my curiosity settled was enough (they were darker than ‘blue-

crabs,’ but the same size) – I gently lowered the trap back into the water.

Somewhere in this place I found its perfection,

made a simple meal – then found solace, lots of it. 

Awesome coastal setting.  As evening closed-in and

with new ice in the cooler, I concocted a ‘boat-

beverage’ and then spent the next few hours of the

evening sitting on the roof watching what I think

was an otter or beaver family nearby (it didn’t

really matter).

The comfort of the evening made me feel all the

better about foregoing Bourbon Street and all those

“doggone-people,’ sure there was something to be

missed there – but this seemed so much less encumbering right here on top of ‘the bird.’  The coastal

setting was flat, calm, and with the steady breeze keeping any bugs at-bay, it was complete comfort – this was

as close to a celebration of the whole trip as I would get……….

I had nothing else to do and was in the perfect place to do exactly that. again on this night I pulled the cot out

and slept on the front of the boat with the stars as my ceiling…………… it was all very good. I thought about

my options for the next day; with only a small chart for the ICW and a promotional poster for the shoreline –

the questions that I had asked back at the marina were going to be my guide -  the plan was to follow the

occasional tow out and go East – well, that was my only option.



Sleeping on the boat is pretty much like camping – its seems natural to get up as daylight strikes.  For the

entire trip six am has pretty much been the ‘norm’ for being up, moving by seven-thirty. This morning I fixed

a simple breakfast, brushed my teeth,  put a new set of spark plugs in the motor (in preparation for the Gulf)

and then repeated my ’bird-bath’ routine. I looked forward to jumping into the water of the Gulf, but not here

– maybe gators (signs indicate that this is a federally protected wildlife area).

And yes they even have tows that pass through the

ICW, just fewer barges attached – I was a little

surprised – but as effective as they can be in volume it

seems a good idea – they must move loads from New

Orleans to Mobile, Al. I guessed. The tows do not go

fast at all – not ‘on a mission’ like some seem to be on

the Mississippi against the current, no noticeable

current here.  My speed is just a little slower than

theirs – so I waited for one to come along and then fell

distantly behind. 

It turned out to be a peaceful pace, there were

‘crabbers’ and fishermen jockeying for position along the marshes and out towards the shoreline, at this gentle

pace I could easily ‘walk’ casually about the boat, so I did.. Soon I left the protection of the marshes and went

into the Gulf, the waves picked up a some, but not bad – seems like the wind has been in my favor this whole

trip and it was today also – maybe thats why we are three weeks ahead of schedule!  I kept the tow and the

distant ICW markers in sight and held my course  – without all the things along the river I suppose I began

watching my compass more – pretty handy in maintaining a course (especially when I realized that I could

barely see the shoreline)… 

Keeping the tow in sight I also spotted another far behind (I’ve been watching more behind since the big ships

of Baton Rouge), and I noticed the Gulf waves with a little more rhythm – the wind and Gulf swells rolled to

the North with my coarse to the northeast – nice flow, all still very interesting.  I had plenty of fuel and the

markers in sight…. I wasn’t concerned.

A little later I began seeing shrimpers, lots of them. All still

very interesting, but the tow that was once behind me was

slowly creeping its way up.  I had some concern about

having to change my fuel to another tank if he happened to

be alongside me (I have to jump outside to do that) – so I

pulled kinda outside of the ‘channel’ and quickly switched it

over….  I think somewhere in here I began wondering what

the Tow-pilot was thinking when he saw me – then thinking

probably that I was the only pontoon ‘out here’ on the Gulf! 

– that’s when I also didn’t notice land.  I could barely make out the square condo’s in the distant haze.



With no other pontoons or pleasure craft in sight – I began thinking resetting a new course and angle towards

land.

So after the tow made it passed and my fuel tank was set – I set my compass and course more to the shoreline

in the distance – no big deal, plenty of fuel and time.  Generally I was fine and all was well, so I continued on

a more gradual inland course away from the markers while keeping an eye out for changing color and waves

to indicate a sandbar – on this date all worked out well. 

That gradual course took me several hours to get 2 miles off-shore (a much safer place), which enabled me to

see further down the coast line.  To reach Biloxi, MS it took 7 hours!  It all remained very neat as the

porpoises continually led the charge – seemed like fifty of them out there – just difficult to photograph – they

were much closer that this shows. 

During the morning I had considered numerous

times about continuing the journey further down the

coast, maybe even to Florida, but after being

hammered swell after swell along the shoreline

(where the shallowness increased wave-action), I

decided that the little pontoon was not the right

vessel for these conditions (and these conditions

were not terrible). If an ‘anti-Gulf’ were to arise

from the swells (and I know there is one), it would

not be good for the ‘bird -’ besides I had water

coming onboard in places that it shouldn’t – it was a

good choice to head in and call it an adventure. 

I made it to The Hard-Rock at Biloxi with the feeling of completion, 1800 miles on an improvised ‘craft’

riding the Mississippi River from Minnesota to New Orleans and then the ICW on to Biloxi.  A complete

month 24/7  living upon a natural wonder capped off with two days amidst the natural beauty of the Gulf

Coast – scenic entertainment that I shall never forget…. the word fit’s – the ride was indeed ‘awesome.’

Adam Flinchum met me at Biloxi with my truck and trailer, we ate lots of ‘land-food’ at Hard-Rock, and then

I drove all night to make it the 600 miles home - once home, I stood in the shower until the hot water ran

out……..it felt great! 

For more photos and information about this trip, visit http://bacshortly.wordpress.com/ 




