
"What was the name of the knowledgeable man Prophet Musa (Moses) AS accompanied as 

counted in Surah Al-Kahf?" 

 

Answer: Al-Khidr 

Story: 

 

The story of Musa and Al-khidr is narrated in twenty-two verses.  Prophet Musa (AS) was really avid 

for learning. He was an embodiment of the Qur’anic supplication addressed to Prophet Muhammad 

(SAWS)“and say “Lord! Increase me in knowledge.” (Quran, 20:114) Interestingly, this verse was 

revealed to Prophet Muhammad (SAWS) when he was fifty years old -we must never have enough of 

knowledge. 

 

Musa’s Search for al-Khidr 

Prophet Musa (AS) set out along with his servant boy. When they reached the rock at the junction 

they forgot their fish which became alive and took for itself its way out of the basket and into the 

sea. Allah says what can be translated as “Then, as soon as they passed over, he said to his page, 

“Bring us our dinner; (Or: early meal, breakfast) indeed we have already encountered fatigue from 

this, our journey.” (Quran, 18:62) The reply was “Have you seen (that) as we sought our abode on 

the rock, then surely I forgot the whale (Or: large fish) and in no way did anything make me forget 

it except ash-Shaytan (Satan) so that I should not remember it, and it took its way into the sea in a 

wondrous (manner).” (Quran, 18:63) Satan did not want this journey to materialize because it was 

the meeting of a scholar and a prophet and that would bring forth a lot of knowledge and value to 

us. 

Musa Meets al-Khidr 

Prophet Musa (AS) greeted al-Khidr and asked him, “May I follow you so that you teach me of that 

knowledge you have been taught.” Al-Khidr replied, “Verily! You will not be able to remain patient 

with me.” It is a dialogue between two great personalities; it is a dialogue about acquiring 

knowledge. Prophet Musa (AS) used the word “follow” not “accompany.” The prophet who had 

been always the leader of his people has become a knowledge-seeker, and he was not ashamed to 

behave like a modest learner in front of his page. 

Although al-Khidr implicitly refused at the beginning, Prophet Musa (AS) was insistent. He said “You 

will find me, in case Allah (so) decides, patient; and I will not disobey you in any command (of 

yours).” (Quran, 18:69) Now Musa (AS) and al-Khidr had an agreement: Musa (AS) was to follow 

him provided that he does not ask about anything until he explains it to him… 

The First Journey 

Prophet Musa (AS) and al-Khidr encounter a coast-to-coast ship whose passengers are poor but 

chivalrous as they offer to transport Prophet Musa and al-Khidr for no fee out of respect for al-Khidr. 

When they both embark, a bird comes down to the sea to take a sip of water and al-Khidr asks 



Prophet Musa (AS) how much water he thinks the bird has sipped. Prophet Musa (AS) answers that it 

is likely to be a drop or two. In response al-Khidr says that his knowledge and al-Khidr’s knowledge 

combined are about the same amount as these drops in relevance to 

Allah’s knowledge!  

Al-Khidr punctures a hole in the bottom of the ship after making sure 

that none of the crew or passengers has seen him and without 

explaining himself to Prophet Musa (AS) which is very much like fate 

and destiny. Allah says what can be translated as,“So they (both) went 

off until, when they embarked in the ship, he pierced it. He said, 

“Have you pierced it so as to drown its population (i.e., a passengers). 

Indeed you have already come with a grave thing.” Said he, “Did I not 

say that surely you would never be able to (endure) with me 

patiently?” He said, “Do not take me to task that I forgot, nor oppress 

me with a command (too) difficult (for me)” (Quran, 18:71-73).  

The Second Journey 

They disembark and Prophet Musa (AS) believes that what al-Khidr has just done is evil. Then they 

arrive at a village and run into some young boys playing. Al-Khidr stops and gazes at one boy in 

particular and kills him. Allah says what can be translated as,“So they (both) went off until, when 

they (both) met a youth, then he killed him. He said, “Have you killed a most cleansed self without 

(his having killed another) self? Indeed you have already come with a (highly) maleficent thing.” 

Said he, “Did I not say to you that surely you would never be able to (endure) with me patiently?” 

He said, “In case I ask you about anything after (this), then keep me in (your) company (no more); 

you have already had (Literally: reached) excuse (sufficient) on my part.” (Quran 18: 74-76). 

The Third Journey 

Now, they are in the village and they are both hungry, yet the villagers are miserly and none of them 

agrees to provide them with food. Al-Khidr keeps walking as if in quest for something. Then he starts 

restoring a wall in the village that was about to collapse. At this moment, Prophet Musa (AS) grows 

impatient with al-Khidr and remonstrates with him, as he cannot comprehend al-Khidr’s 

contradicting behavior such as sabotaging the ship of the poor kind people and being kind to the 

undeserving miserly villagers! 

Illustrating this in the Qur’an, Allah says what can be translated as, “So they (both) went off until, 

when they came up to the population of a city, they asked its population for food, yet they refused 

to receive them hospitably (i.e. as guests). Then they found therein a wall that would have 

collapsed down, so he set it up. He said, “If you so decided, indeed you could have taken to yourself 

a reward for it.” Al-Khidr responds, “Said he, “This is the parting between me and you. I will soon 

(fully) inform you regarding the interpretation of what you were unable to (endure) patiently” 

(Quran 18:77-78).  

 

Interpretation of Story One 

After the three journeys, Al-Khidr clarified matters to Musa (AS) regarding his first journey and the 

ship in which he had made a hole, saying what can be translated as, “As for the ship, then it 

belonged to (certain) indigent persons who did (their business) upon the sea. Then I willingly 

damaged it, (and) beyond them was a king who was taking away every ship by force” (Quran, 

18:79). 



Belonging to a group of needy villagers, the ship was of economic value to their 

village. The entire village depended on the small gains the fishermen made using 

this ship. It was on its way for fishing in a neighbouring village where an evil King 

happened to live. This king seized every good vessel that passed his village in 

order to add to his fleet. With this knowledge al-Khidr had to cause a minor 

damage to the vessel to protect it from a greater harm, for the King would not 

take a damaged ship. If al-Khidr had not intervened in this way, the boat’s crew 

could have been killed or imprisoned. This could have lead to the loss of the 

provision of an entire village that was dependent on the ship. 

Interpretation of Story Two 

Allah says, “And as for the youth, then his parents (Literally: his two fathers) were believers; so we 

were apprehensive he would oppress them with (his) in ordinance and disbelief (Quran, 18:80). So 

we willingly (intended) that their Lord would give them (both) in exchange a more charitable 

(person) in cleansing (i.e., a better, purer son) than he and nearer in tenderness” (Quran, 18: 81). 

Allah knew that the future of this boy was that he would become a tyrant. Therefore, the wisdom 

behind the birth of the boy could be that his father was destined for a higher rank in al-jannah in the 

event of his son’s death. Perhaps Allah was to bless the parents of the boy with another more 

virtuous son. 

The son may have also been killed to provide a lesson to the youth. If this boy had lived he would 

have been destined for hell but his death at a young age meant he was destined to enter al-jannah. 

Thus, his death was beneficial to the society, to his parents and himself. 

Interpretation of Story Three 

“And as for the wall, then it belonged to two orphan youths in the city, and beneath it was a 

hoarding belonging to them; and their father was a righteous (man). So your Lord willed that they 

should reach full age and take out their hoarding as a mercy from your Lord; and in no way did I 

perform it upon my own command. This is the interpretation of what you were unable to (endure) 

patiently” (Quran, 18:82). 

The father of the two orphans knew that the villagers were very miserly so he 

hid the treasure under the wall until they were strong enough to unearth it. 

When al- Khidr passed by the wall he saw that it was about to fall and so he 

fixed the wall to ensure that the treasure would remain safe until the orphans 

reached maturity. 

We learn from this story that if you are an honest and virtuous parent, Allah 

will always protect your children. The orphans had to wait longer for their treasure but this delay 

was beneficial and merciful for them. This story also teaches youth to protect their future by doing 

good deeds and by respecting their parents. 

 

The three journeys that Musa (AS) undertook taught him the virtue of patience and equipped him 

with the necessary knowledge to complete his missionary work with the Israelites. His journey with 



al-Khidr taught him how Allah’s decree solves the problems of individuals, consequently entire 

nations. 

This story provides people with much needed hope, “..and it may be that you hate a thing, while it is most 

charitable for you; and it may be that you love a thing while it is evil for you; and Allah knows and you do not 

know” (Quran, 2:216). 

 

You never know when problems in your life could actually be a source of good for you! If you think 

back of times when you made big achievements in your life, you will find that these achievements 

had been preceded by some form of suffering. The beginning of the story of the slaughter of Isma’il 

(AS) (Ishmael) appears to be a plight, yet to this day the poor around the world are fed on Eid al-

Adha. If Hajar and her son Isma’il (AS) had not gone through their personal trauma, the spring 

Zamzam would not have gushed out. If Yusuf (AS) had not been thrown in the well, Egypt would 

have suffered starvation. 

Allah’s decree for whatever befalls mankind stems from a supreme and absolute wisdom and 

goodness that most of us cannot recognize and this is what our story focuses on. 
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