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As we approach the Season of Lent, one of the questions we asked in our Worship Ministry Team meeting was, 
òHow can we think of Lent in a fresh way?  How can we make Lent more than just giving up chocolate, pop, or 
some other habit we may have?ó   

One of the ideas we came across spoke about the gap between the cross on which Jesus hung at Golgotha 
and the empty cross that hangs in our sanctuary and in sanctuaries in most protestant churches. The gap might be 
called Holy Saturday, the gap between the death of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus. 
Some theologians describe this time as a time of living in the between times of Jesusõ resurrection and Jesusõ 

return as promised to his disciples. It is a time when Jesus has finished his work, but we do not see the fulfillment 
yet. It has a fancy name-òrealized eschatologyó. It is much like the end of World War II. The war was declared 
over, the documents signed; yet there were soldiers in isolated places who did not know and so the war continued 
for them until someone came and told them they could stop fighting. We live in a time waiting for Jesus to come 
and rule over the kingdom. In the gap, we continue to live and wait. 
So maybe one question we might think about during Lent is, òHow do we live in this gap?ó How do we live in a 

world filled with gaps caused by our own human brokenness and frailty? What are the gaps in our lives that stop 
us from experiencing life in a more full and complete way? How do we find life in the gaps of our lives? 

So we have come up with a Lenten sermon series using the lectionary and looking at the scriptures through the 
lens of our Lenten theme, òFinding Life in the Gapsó. During the course of Lent, we will be looking at the following 
scriptures and different areas of life where there may be gaps that, if filled, will lead to a deeper relationship 
with God and a stronger community of faith. 
 

March 1, 2017:  Sermon- òTime for Repentanceó   Scripture: Joel 2:1-2, 12-27  
We will look at Joel 2:1-2, 12-27 as the prophet warns of the coming of òthe day of the LORDó or the day of 
judgment. But through Joel, God invites a time of repentance to fill the ògapó until the day arrives. How will we 
respond to this time and this invitation? 
 

March 5, 2017:  Sermon- òFilling in the Shortfalló   Scripture: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7: Romans 5:12-17.  We will 
compare the fall of Adam and Eve in Genesis and the work of Jesus. Paul compares the òfirst Adamó and òthe sec-
ond Adamó and how Jesus fills in the gap between them. 
 

March 12, 2017: Sermon- òGrowing Hopeó  Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4a;  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17.   
We will look with Paul at the promise (or covenant) given to Abram by God. There is a gap between the promise 
offered and accepted and the actual fulfillment of the promise. How to live in that gap is a product of faith and a 
right relationship with God. What can it mean to live by faith in the promises of God? 
 
 



March 19, 2017  Sermon- òBeing Reformedó  Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-11.   
On this Sunday we will be hearing of the struggle Israel faced in the wilderness. Paul offers a glimpse of 
what transformation Israel went through in their forty year journey. It was a time of growth and change 
for the people. How can struggle make us better people and a stronger church? 
 

March 26, 2017: Sermon- òFinding a New Communityó  Scripture: John 9:41  
This is a well known healing story of a blind man. You would think it would be a feel good story, but there 
are struggles for the man that includes loss. It is a lonely time as he loses his community. But he finds new 
community in Jesus. How can we be the community of Jesus and welcome as Jesus received this man? 
 

April 2, 2017:  Sermon- òGrowing in Trustó  Scripture: John 11:1-45.   
Lazarus dies. The problem is Jesus seems to delay his arrival and faces Martha and Mary who state, òIf 
you had been here, our brother would not have died.ó Why is there a gap between Jesusõ hearing of 
Lazarus being sick and his departure to go and see him? Are we sometimes disappointed in God in our 
perception of God not showing up in time to help us? Jesus asks Martha and Mary to believe that Lazarus 
will live even if they do not understand. Is that how we are to fill the gap? 
 

We hope you will join us for this sermon series as we spend our time during Lent òFinding Life in the 
Gap.ó Worship is a spiritual discipline. We hope you will strengthen this most important part in our rela-
tionship with God this Lent. See you Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

Ash Wednesday 
March 1 

Plan to join us for a special Ash Wednesday worship service and com-
munion on Wednesday, March 1 at 6:30 p.m. as we begin the season 
of Lent.  



 

Stated Session Minutes of February 15, 2017 from Regular Meeting 
 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on Wednesday, 
February 15, 2017 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Galen Dayton, Kathi Florea, Tom Heater, Loel  
Larson, LeAnn Monaghan, Matt Pittman, Cheryl Nailor, Shirley Stapleton and Larry Thomsen. Absent was 
Cara Reedy. A quorum was present. Also present was Brent Gerzema. 
 

7:00 ð7:25 p.m. Opening Worship and Elements 
 

7:30 p.m. Consent Agenda and Discussions 
 

A motion was approved to receive Brent and Abby Gerzema and their two sons, Gabriel and Aiden, by 
Certificates of Transfer.  
 

The following Consent Agenda was reviewed. 
 

Approval of Stated Minutes from January 18, 2017 and Special Session Minutes from January 29, 2017. 
Note: Motion was made to change wording under Property and Finance. Now reads: Motion to approve 
zeroing out negative balance in General Operating Fund by transferring that amount from monies in the 
Capital Improvement Fund.  
 

Old Business 
 

Average attendance January 2017 ð 75 and January 2016 ð 80 
83 were served communion at the February 15 regular worship service 
Matt Pittman was ordained and installed as a Ruling Elder for the Class of 2019 and Shirley Danielson 

was installed as Deacon for the Class of 2019 on January 29, 2017. 
Annual Congregational Meeting and Breakfast were held on January 22, 2017 
Sign-offs regarding the Sexual Misconduct Policy were distributed and signed  
 

Pastorõs Report 
Activity Report  
Scheduled Dates 

February 16-17, 2017 Macedonia Retreat-Cedar Falls 
March 7, 2017 Presbytery Meeting-Burt 
April 22-27, 2017 Pine Ridge Reservation Visit (will need pulpit supply for April 23) 
   This was approved as continuing education expense 
April 28-May 3, 2017 Vacation approved (will need pulpit supply for April 30) 

 

Motions offered by Teams 
Property and Finance-Motion to approve the treasurerõs report and pay current bills for January 
 

Approval of Ministry Team Reports 
 

Worship Ministry Team Cheryl & Galen 
-Lenten season plans were discussed - theme will be òFinding Life in the Gapsó 
-Possibility of looking at the meaning of the various crosses through the ages-Greek, St. Andrew's , etc. 

 

TEAM Mission Ministry Team Loel 
-Souper Bowl luncheon on February 5 was discussed-variety of soups will be prepared and served 
 

Stewardship Ministry Team Kathi 
No report 
 

(Session Minutes continued on page 4) 
 



 
 

 
 

Property & Finance Ministry Team Tom & Larry 
-The treasurerõs report shows a total asset balance of $121,716.69 on January 31, 2017. 
-It was approved to accept the treasurerõs report and to pay the current bills.  

 

Spiritual Growth Ministry Team Cara & Matt 
-No report 
 

Congregational Life  Ministry Team Shirley & LeAnn 

-Quilt and Craft Day on Saturday, March 4 

-Plans for the 150th Year Celebration of First Presbyterian Church 
 

Personnel-No report 
 

Governance-None 
 

The Consent Agenda items were approved as presented 
 

Other Motions Requiring Session Discussion & Approval-See below 
 

New Business 
 

Communion servers (forward) for March 1, Ash Wednesday ðMatt and Larry and two to be asked 
Communion servers (seated) for March 5ñLeAnn, Shirley, Galen, Larry and Loel 
The transfer of membership request from Dick and Karen Pound to the First United Methodist Church of 

Jefferson was approved with our blessings. 
Larry was approved as elder delegate for the March 7 Presbytery meeting at the Burt Presbyterian 

Church 
2017 Lay Lenten Worship/Luncheon Schedules 

Meal from 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.; Worship from 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.; Cost-$5.00 
March 1 St. Josephõs Catholic Church (Parish Center) 
March 8 Central Christian Church 
March 15 Trinity Lutheran Church 
March 22 Christ Lutheran Church 
March 29 First Presbyterian Church 
April 5 First United Methodist Church 

Update on continuing dialogue with Grand Junction and Paton Presbyterian Churches and possibility 
of combining pastoral services. 

Pastor shared information he received from the Macedonia discussions concerning reasons why some 
people do not attend church. 

 
 
 
 
 

AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  
*WE INVITE PEOPLE TO FAITH  
*TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST  
*AND SEND US TO LOVE, SERVE,  
AND FOLLOW CHRIST  
TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

First Presbyterian Church  

Jefferson, Iowa 

 

Celebrates 150 years!  

 

1867-2017 



Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website 
 

http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarof events.htm 



2017 Souper Bowl of  Caring  
     The 2017 Souper Bowl of Caring Challenge was once again a success! Thanks so much to 
the T.E.A.M. Ministry Team and all who participated in this annual project and to Doug  
Monaghan for delivering soup orders to the church. This year we challenged other churches in 
Greene County to also participate and compete against the three Presbyterian churches of 
Greene County. Here are the statistics! 

 

First Presbyterian Church, Jefferson 4,384 cans 

Grand Junction Presbyterian Church 308 cans 

Paton Presbyterian Church 469 cans 

 

All other participating Greene County churches 1,574 cans 

 

Total for Greene County 6,735 cans 

 

Thank you to Loel Larson and the Mission Ministry Team (Cheryl Christensen, Marilyn Parker, Sandy 

Larson and Kathy Hardaway) for providing and serving the delicious soup luncheon in celebration following 

church worship. Thanks to Marg Mumma for providing cookies. 

 

Thank you to Eldon Cunningham, Gary Danielson, Ron DeBok and Terry Miller for delivering and dis-

tributing our soup. 

Greene County ARC Food Pantry 2,584 cans 

Beacon of Hope Menõs Shelter in Fort Dodge 1,008 cans 

Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota 792 cans (to be delivered at a later date) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quilt and Craft Retreat-Saturday, March 4 
Do you quilt, scrapbook, knit, crochet or enjoy other 

crafts? Come join in the fun as we have a day of creativ-
ity and conversation during our Quilt and Craft Retreat 
on Saturday, March 4 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall. Stay for the whole day or drop in as your 
time allows. Bring a friend and your supplies to have a 
day dedicated to getting some projects done. This is a 
no-cooking day so we will go out for lunch or order in. 
 

 
 
 

The Church of the Damascus Road 
Prison Ministry in Fort Dodge 

Worship-March 29 
 

On the fifth Wednesday of every month, our church 
has the opportunity to worship with The Church of the 
Damascus Road at the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility. 
òYour presence at worship is a witness to the inmates that 
there are people on the ôoutsideõ who care about the 
people on the ôinsideõó. 

To be able to attend, you must be 18 years or older; 
you will need a photo ID such as a driverõs license, docu-
mentation of your Social Security number, abide by the 
dress code (no sandals, denim, skirts, etc.), and carry no 
money in. 

A list of those attending must be provided at least 
one week prior to the visit. It must include first and last 
names, phone number, Social Security numbers, and 
dates of birth. 

The next worship opportunity is March 29. If you 
would like to go or have questions, please let Wendy 
know by Tuesday, March 21. We will leave from the 
church at 5:00 p.m.  Please contact Wendy Pittman if 
you are interested.  If you have questions, contact 
Wayne Lautner. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ecumenical Lenten Services 

and Luncheons 2017 
Throughout the Lenten season, the Greene 

County Clergy Association will sponsor ecumenical 
luncheons and worship services each Wednesday.  
The schedule continues as follows: 

 

Lenten Luncheon ($5.00) - 11:45 A.M. 
Worship 12:15 P.M. 

 

March 1 St. Josephõs Catholic Parish Center 

March 8 Central Christian Church 

March 15 Trinity Lutheran Church 

March 22 Christ Lutheran Church 

March 29 First Presbyterian Church 

April 5 First United Methodist Church 

 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Offering 
Serve one another with whatever 

gift each of you has received - 
1 Peter 4:10 

 

     Presbyterians have joined with millions of 
other Christians through One Great Hour of Shar-
ing to share God's love with people experiencing 
need. Our gifts support ministries of disaster re-
sponse, refugee assistance and resettlement, and 
community development that help people find safe 
refuge, start new lives and work together to 
strengthen their families and communities. 

Through your gift, you can serve people in your 
community and around the world by providing 
food and fresh water, assistance in rebuilding after 
crisis or catastrophe, and resources to communities 
working to overcome oppression. 

The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 
percent of undesignated gifts, while Self-
Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance each receives 32 percent. 

Prayerfully consider your gift. This special 
PCUSA offering will be received on Palm Sun-
day, April 9. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 4th Annual Bowling Day will be Sunday, 
March 12 at Spare Time Lanes in Jefferson following 
church service. Breadeaux Pizza will deliver pizza 
for lunch-a free will offering for the meal. Beverages 
will be available for purchase at the bowling alley. 
Come and join in for a fun afternoon of fellowship!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We express our  
Christian Love and Sympathy to: 

-Bill and Martha Monroe on the death of Marthaõs 
father, William (Bill) Ray of Creston, Iowa. 
 

-Russell Scott on the death of his friend, Timothy 
Good. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Family, 
Thank you so much for all of the kindness given to 

our family at the time of Duaneõs passing. The ladies 
who organized and served the luncheon did such an 
amazing job. We are so very blessed to be part of 
this wonderful church family. 

Thank you again, 
Loel, Sandy, Levi and Lakota Larson 

 
First Presbyterian Church Ladies in the Kitchen, 

You made our lunch so special for our family and 
friends. You made our day so much easier not having 
to worry about food, place setting, etc. We appreci-
ate everything you did. Thanks to each of you. 

 

During a time like this we realize how much our 
friends and relatives really mean to us. . . Your ex-
pression of sympathy will always be remembered. 

The Family of Duane Larson 
Mrs. Betty Larson 
Linda and family 

Lindsey and family 
Laine and family 
Loel and family 

 

 

 

We Welcome New Members! 

We welcomed Brent and Abbey Gerzema 
and their sons, Gabriel and Aiden to our congre-
gation on Sunday, February 26. 

 

Be sure to introduce yourselves to this family 
and welcome them if you have not already done 
so. 

 

Welcome, Brent, Abbey, Gabriel and Aiden! 

We are glad you a part of our church family! 

     Congratulations to Joe and 
Emily Davis of Omaha on the 
birth of their daughter, Clara 
Rosalie on February 16. She 

weighed 6 lb. 14 oz. Her brother, Jorgen, 
welcomes her home. 

Proud grandparents are Leo and Keri 
Brooker. 



 
I try to be a thoughtful person. I try to send notes 

when I am thinking about folks. I try to call or text to let 
people know I care. I even send some birthday cards 
here and there. I canõt believe that I am about to tell 
you this story, but I didnõt want you to miss out on the 
fun that I call my life. This is just too good to be true!  

Recently I wrote a birthday card to a friend. I have 
no idea when I wrote the card, probably last week 
sometime. The only thing that I am certain of is that I 
wrote out a lovely birthday card and signed it, care-
fully placing the personõs name on the front of the en-
velope. Just today, I looked at upcoming birthdays and 
decided I better catch up on some cards. So I picked 
out just the right card and wrote a lovely card and 
signed it, carefully placing the personõs name on the 
front of the envelope. It wasnõt until I went to put the 
card in our church mailbox that I realized. . . déjà vu, 
this seems really familiar! When I saw my handwriting 
on the front of the other card, I couldnõt believe it. . . I 
wrote a birthday card to the exact same person. . . 
twice in a matter of less than a week and I donõt have 
any recollection of it at all! Zero. Zilch. Absolutely 
NONE! 

First of all, what in the world is wrong with me and 
what else have I done that I canõt remember?! Second, 
of course, I connect this anecdote to faith! I can only 
imagine that the reason I donõt remember writing two 
birthday cards to the exact same person in less than a 
week is because I was in a hurry. My mind was proba-
bly wandering to my to-do list, groceries, laundry, 
dishes, suppers, meetings, and nobody could even 
imagine what else! But this incident stopped me in my 
tracks because it made me consider how I spend time 
with God. Do I remember the scripture I read or the 
thing I prayed about? Do I cherish the time enough to 
remember a detail? Am I easily distracted or can I 
clear my mind and focus? Do I hurry through a devo-
tional or prayer so that I can move on to the next task 
or can I slow down and have a meaningful encounter 
with God? Donõt hear me say that we have to encounter 
God in a certain way. However, I think it is important to 
stop for a moment and consider the quality of the time 
we spend with God.  
Psalm 46:10 says, òBe still, and know that I am 

God.ó I love that verse and I want to get better at it. 
Wonõt you join me? 
 
 

 

 

 
             Youth Force 

 

We had a very unique month participating 
in a variety of activities. We òtraveledó to 

the Holy Land with Pastor Moen as he shared pictures 
and experiences from his time in Israel. Several adults 
òjourneyedó with us! (If you are interested in the pictures 
and what Pastor Moen shared with us, there is a DVD in 
the church library that may be checked out.)  

Youth Force had fun with the Rippey Methodist 
Youth Group, thanks to Donnaõs Adult Sunday School 
class (Bill & Martha Monroe, Donna Carhill, Kathi 
Florea, Kathy Hardaway, Beverly Hoyt, Sandy Lar-
son, Cheryl Nailor, and Alice Shriver) and the Silly 
Supper. We discovered some new ways to eat food, 
had a blast spending time with each other, and shared 
a devotional together.  

 

Around Valentineõs Day, we talked about Godõs 
love for us. God loves us with an unconditional love 
that is virtually unimaginable and that is good news! 
Romans 8:38-39 says that nothing can separate us 
from the love of God and so we studied that passage 
along with looking at a video that illustrated that pas-
sage.  

Lastly, we spent time thinking about how we act in 
our virtual world today through social media and what 
implications that has on our faith journey. In other 
words, how do we òchoose lifeó (according to Deuter-
onomy 30: 15-20) in our social media world of today?! 

At Youth Force, the hope is that we offer lots of 
things to think about and lots of experiences to guide 
our faith in God.    

Upcoming Events: 
March 1: Ash Wednesday service 
March 5 (Sunday): Faith and Family Night in Des 

Moines Iowa Energy Game followed by Zach 
Williams concert 

March 8: Youth Force as scheduled 
March 15: No School/Spring Break = No Youth Force 
March 16: Provide a meal to Beacon of Hope 
March 22: Youth Force as scheduled 
March 25: Reggieõs Sleep Out 
 

A special thank you is given to Kathy Bravard, 
Donnaõs Class, and Marilynn Hoskinson for provid-
ing meals for Youth Force.  

 

 

 

 

 

**A note for the future, if school is cancelled 
due to inclement weather, Youth Force and 
Christõs Kids will be cancelled as well.** 


