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Chapter One 

Native American Women And Their Friends 

 

"Oneida Sally" - Trader, Land Owner, Diplomat 

Sally Hance Montour Maxwell Ainse, an Oneida Indian woman from Pennsylvania, 

became a famous fur trader, store keeper, land owner and diplomat before the United 

States turned 50 years old. She was born on the Susquehanna River in 1728 before 

America was a country. She died in 1823 when she was 95 years old, well before the 

Constitution Act of 1867 transformed Canada into a Dominion 

Oneida Tribe Was a Member of the Iroquois Confederacy 

Although she once claimed to be Shawnee, Sally is believed to be Oneida and the 

Oneidas regarded her as one of their own people. Sally’s Oneida tribe was one of the 

original members of the Iroquois Confederacy. Like the other Confederacy tribes, the 

Oneidas had a political and social structure that Sally would use to her advantage and to 

the advantage of her people. Some sources claim that her surname was Hance, because 

this was a common name in the tribes in the Iroquois Confederacy. 

The Oneida people lived in villages composed of longhouses. Eventually, Sally lived in a 

house or ―mansion", as she put it, on land that she had purchased herself. Oneida men 

dominated hunting, trading, and war and Oneida women were in charge of farming, 

property, and family. 

Sally hunted, traded and negotiated between parties in war. Sally developed her 

leadership skills from within because women always ruled Oneida clans and they made 

all the land and resource decisions. Men negotiated the trade agreements and chiefs made 

the military decisions. Sally developed skills in trading and negotiating with military 

powers as well. 

Sally Returns to Her Oneida People 

In 1745, when she was just 17, Sally married Andrew Montour, an Indian trader and 

interpreter for the British and they lived in what is now Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New 

York. Andrew was the son of Roland Montour and an Iroquois woman born in a Seneca 

village in New York and he came from a family of interpreters 

There is a conflict of sources about her personal life that unfortunately, only Sally can 

settle. Some sources say that she and Andrew Montour had several children. Others say 

that they had just one, a son named Nicholas, who was baptized in Albany, New York, on 

October 31, 1756. The same conflicting stories swirl around the breakup of their marriage, 

with some sources contending that she left him and others stating that he returned her and 

their son Nicholas to her Oneida people. 

Whatever the circumstances of their breakup, Andrew Montour became mired in debt and 

nearly went to prison in the early 1750s. The family split up in 1755 or 1756, and most of 

the children went to live in Philadelphia. Nicholas must have been a baby when this 

happened, if he was born in 1756. 

http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01-e.php?&id_nbr=2729&&PHPSESSID=vzofxpjx
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Sally and her son Nicholas went to live on the Mohawk River in New York State and by 

1759, she was an active trader. Her contemporaries still called her Sally or Sarah 

Montour and her Oneida people gave her a deed to lands in the Fort Stanwix area, now 

known as Rome, New York. 

A Consummate Trader 

Between 1759 and 1766, Sally expanded her activities westward to the north shore of 

Lake Erie. John Porteous records in his journal which is in manuscript form in the Burton 

Historical Collections in Detroit, that he met Sally Montour on Lake Erie. He noted that 

she was going ―with one boat and some goods to winter at Grand Point.‖ 

By 1767, Sally was trading at Michilimackinac, Mackinaw City, Michigan. Another 

confusing and conflicting part of her story happens here. At this point people began to 

refer to her as Sally Ainse. Some sources say that she was married to or at least lived with 

Joseph Louis Ainsse, a Michilimackinac interpreter. 

There is also evidence that she lived with a trader by the name of William Maxwell. In 

the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, the biography of Joseph Louis Ainsse mentions a 

mixed breed son, "Ance," who was known as a Chief at the Straits of Mackinac. It is 

possible that she was the ―Mrs.Ainse‖ of John Askin’s diary at Mackinaw in 1774-1775. 

A Woman of Property 

The William Macomb ledger for 1775 records that Sally was also called Montour. In 

1788, a group of Indian chiefs granted land to Jonathan Schieffelin and in the transaction 

she is referred to as ―Sarah Ainse alias Wilson." 

Between 1775 and 1785, Sally Ainse traded actively and extensively in the Western 

District. In 1780, according to a list made by Commandant Arent Schuyler DePeyster, 

two bateau loads of the merchandise ordered by the merchants of Detroit belonged to her. 

Sally accumulated large debts with merchants William Macomb, John Askin, and 

Montague Tremblay. In 1781, her account with Tremblay was over 4,000 dollars. In 1783, 

she did business with Askin to the extent of almost 4,000 dollars, and in 1787, her 

account with Angus Mackintosh was for over 1,000 dollars. She had become a person of 

property, owning two houses at Detroit, and the 1779 census records that she owned flour, 

cattle, horses, and four slaves. 

Trading Relationships 

Evidence indicates that in 1785, Sally Ainse had a trading relationship with David 

Zeisberger, a Moravian minister and missionary to the Native Americans. He recorded in 

his diary that in May 1787, Sally Ainse was trading with the Moravian Indians on the 

Huron River and offered to give them a ―good strip of her land on the east side of St. 

Clair.‖ He established communities in Munsee, in the valley of the Muskingum River in 

Ohio, and a short lived one near modern day Amherstburg, Ontario. Sally moved to 

Amherstburg in the later years of her life. 
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Sally Ainse Fights for Her Rights 

Sir John Johnson and Chief Joseph Brant Support Her Case 

As an Oneida Indian woman, Sally Ainse had developed skills in fur and goods trading 

and diplomacy, but she couldn’t change the Canadian government’s unjust decision. 

After trading in Mackinaw and Detroit for ten years and accumulating assets in Detroit 

for several years, Sally Ainse decided to move to Chatham, Ontario. She was well 

respected by both whites and Native Americans and accumulated many friends and at 

least four husbands. She successfully negotiated with Chief Jospeh Brant and Moravian 

Missionary David Zeisberger, and unsuccessfully with the Canadian government for land 

that was rightfully hers. 

Sally Ainse Acquires More Land 

In the 1780s, Sally married John Wilson, a Detroit trader, and in 1783 he assumed 

responsibility for her account with John Askin. In May 1787, she bought some property 

and moved to the Thames River in Ontario. She built a house on part of her property in 

what later became Dover Township. 

In 1788 the Ojibwa granted Sally a tract of land at the mouth of the Thames River in 

modern Kent County, Ontario. She continued to acquire land and received a deed from 

the Ojibwa for an area along the north shore of the Thames River in present day Chatham, 

Ontario. 

After a few years she sold her home and land in Detroit and settled in her new home. She 

bought more land, three improved farms, an orchard, and a house that she called ―the 

mansion.‖ 

Alexander McKee Disputes Sally's Claim 

In 1789, Sally had petitioned Governor Guy Carleton for title to a portion of the land she 

had bought from the Indians. She claimed a 300 acre parcel that lay within the area that 

deputy Indian agent Alexander McKee had bought from the Indians for the British 

government. Sally’s land claims and purchases conflicted with the claims of Alexander 

McKee and the argument boiled over in 1790. 

Sally resolutely contended that her lands were exempt from this treaty, and a number of 

Indian chiefs and Jean Baptiste Pierre Testard, a member of the district land board 

present at the treaty negotiations, supported her claim. Alexander McKee, himself a 

major land owner in the area, denied that he ever intended to exempt Sally’s land and 

several members of the land board supported him. 

In June 1794, Sir John Johnson, the superintendent general of Indian affairs, exerted his 

influence and pressure on Sally’s behalf and so did Mohawk chief Joseph Brant. 

Lieutenant Governor John Graves Simcoe, outraged at what he felt was the injustice to 

Sally, ordered that she receive 1,673 acres of prime Thames River land. Sally had clear 

title to only about 1.7 percent of the land that she had originally petitioned for, but she 

accepted the offer. Then in 1798, the Executive Council denied her claim and she didn’t 

receive the land or the compensation. Sally fought the decision for the next 23 years. 
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Chief Joseph Brant and Chief Agushawa 

Even though she was single minded and resolute in pursuing her land claim, Sally Ainse 

still carried on her trading. She successfully sued several people for small debts in 1792, 

and when Richard England, the commanding officer at Detroit, tried to prevent the sale of 

liquor to an Indian gathering at Defiance Ohio,he complained that ―Sally Ainse . . . 

availed herself of the general prohibition, and privately disposed of a sufficient quantity 

to keep an entire band drunk.‖ 

Sally left no doubt about where her sympathies lay in the struggle between the British 

and the Americans during and after the Revolution. After the Battle of Fallen Timbers in 

1794, she acted as a messenger between Chief Brant and Chief Agushawa and delivered 

Brant’s pro-British speeches to Chief Agushawa on January 26, 1795. 

She remarked that she ―was the first that ever settled on the aforesaid lands [Thames 

River at Chatham] before any white people ever thought to settle there, thinking to have it 

for herself and friends who were Loyalists, and has served his Majesty since and before 

the late unhappy rebellion.‖ 

Fallen Timbers and the Treaty of Greenville 

Chief Joseph Brant wanted to maintain Indian unity against the Americans and 

commissioned Sally to carry messages to Egushwa and other leaders of the western tribes. 

―I am much afraid that your wampum and Speeches will be to little effect with the 

Indians, as they are sneaking off to General Wayne every day," she advised Chief Brant 

in February 1795. as quoted in Michigan Pioneer Collections. Her judgment proved to be 

arrow point accurate. That month the western tribes signed a preliminary agreement with 

the Americans. 

A coalition of Native Americans called the Western Confederacy and the United States 

signed the Treaty of Greenville after the Indians lost the Battle of Fallen Timbers. In 

exchange for goods valued at about $20,000 the Native Americans ceded large portions 

of modern Ohio, the region of present day Chicago, and the Fort Detroit area. 

Mohawk chieftain Joseph Brant did not blame Sally for correctly predicting the outcome 

of the negotiations.. He stated on June 28, 1795, that ―she is one of ourselves and has 

been of service to us in Indian affairs at this place {Detroit}‖. 

Sally Loses the Battle, but Continues to Fight 

Sally left her land in Chatham in the early 1800s, and moved to Amherstburg, Ontario. In 

September 1806, the record shows that when she bought a quart of whiskey from John 

Askin she still lived on her Thames River farm. Askin noted on her account that he didn’t 

intend to ask for payment. 

Still persisting in her claim against the government, in January 1809, Sally petitioned 

Lieutenant Governor Francis Gore for compensation for her land claim and again the 

government denied it. In 1813, she finally relinquished her Chatham holdings and 

continued to live in Amherstburg until she died in 1823. 
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On May 10, 1824, George Jacob and James Gordon as executors of the estate of Richard 

Pattinson were granted letters of administration for Sally’s estate, since she owed 

Pattinson money and had left no heirs or relatives in Ontario. 

Sources 

Deeds of Nations, Directory of First Nations, Individuals in South-Western Ontario, 

1759-1850. Greg Curnoe. 

Michigan Pioneer Collections, XIX, 589. 

Michigan Pioneer Collectons, XII, 173. 

Louis Goulet's "Phases of the Sally Ainse Dispute," in Kent Hist. Soc, Papers and 

Addresses, Vol. V. (Chatham, 1921 

John Askin Papers, Section III, Letters and Papers, 1780-1785 

David Zeisberger, Diary .Cincinnati,1885 

Native American Women: A Biographical Dictionary, Gretchen M. Bataille, Laurie Lisa. 

Burton Historical Collections, Detroit Public Library 
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Frances Slocum, White Woman, Indian Woman 

In 1845, John Quincy Adams made a passionate speech in Congress, arguing in favor of a 

bill that B.A. Bidlack of Pennsylvania introduced. The bill provided that one mile square 

of the land in Indiana, then occupied by the Miami Indians and including the house and 

improvements of Frances Slocum, should be granted in fee to her and her heirs forever. 

The bill became a law and she occupied this special reserve until she died in the spring of 

1847. 

Delaware Indians Kidnap Frances 

Frances Slocum created a remarkable history that validated this Congressional action. 

She was the daughter of a Quaker who lived in the Wyoming Valley during the American 

Revolution. Several months after the Wyoming Valley massacre of 1778 where the 

Iroquois and Loyalists defeated more than 300 American Patriots, a party of marauding 

Delaware Indians kidnapped five-year-old Frances from her home near Wilkes Barre, 

Pennsylvania. They escaped before anybody could rescue her. 

About a month later, Indians shot her father while he worked in a field near his house. In 

time, Mrs. Slocum accepted the death of her husband, but she could never forget her child. 

She had last seen Frances struggling in the arms of a brawny Indian and calling piteously 

for her parents to help her. 

Somehow Mrs. Slocum went on with her life and raised the remainder of her children. 

Her sons became prosperous businessmen. After the Revolutionary War ended, they tried 

to recover their lost sister. In 1784, two of them visited Niagara, where many Indians 

camped. They made diligent inquires and offered liberal rewards for any information 

about Frances. After searching for several weeks, they returned home convinced that she 

was dead. 

Colonel George Ewing Visits Deaf Man's Village 

Mrs. Slocum never lost faith that her daughter lived. She believed that Frances waited 

somewhere to be clasped in her arms, and she searched continuously until she died in 

1807. On her deathbed, her sons promised her to use every effort to find out what had 

become of their little sister abducted nearly 30 years before. 

The Slocum brothers kept their promise to their mother. In 1826, they made a long and 

expensive journey to upper Sandusky to see a woman who might be Frances. 

Disappointed again, they finally came to the conclusion that Frances was dead. This time, 

they called off the search for their sister Frances. 

Eight years later, in January 1835, Colonel George W. Ewing, a gentleman connected 

with the public service among the Indians, visited an Indian Village on a branch of the 

Wabash River in Indiana. The Indian town was called the Deaf Man's Village. Colonel 

Ewing spoke several Indian languages and when he asked for lodging in the Deaf Man's 

Village, the Indians received him hospitably at a respectable dwelling. Tired and unwell, 

Colonel Ewing ate and lay down on some skins in the corner. 

Frances Tells the Colonel Her Story and Her Secret 

The household consisted of a venerable woman and many children who treated her with 

the greatest deference. Finally, they departed to their own houses, and Colonel Ewing and 

http://books.google.com/books?id=ayETAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=frances+slocum&source=bl&ots=BJceu_EjNk&sig=_ToqzYywTdpjwnJ2GEbX2FxbUXY&hl=en&ei=hSOiS-TNIpX8M96puP4I&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=16&ved=0CDMQ6AEwDw
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the woman were alone. As Colonel Ewing rested on his pallet, he watched the old lady 

moving around. Her noticed particularly the color of her skin and hair. After examining 

her for a time, he determined that she was a white woman. He talked to her for a long 

time. 

The old woman said that the Indians had stolen her when she was a very small child and 

that she had been adopted into Tuck Horse’s family. She had easily adapted to Indian 

customs and enjoyed the Indian way of life much more than she had white ways. By the 

time she grew to adulthood, Tuck Horse’s family lived near Kekionga, the site of modern 

Fort Wayne, Indiana. She wasn’t happy in her first marriage to a Delaware Indian, so she 

returned to live with her adopted family. Eventually she married a Miami chief, 

Shepoconah, whom her family had rescued after he was wounded in the Battle of Fallen 

Timbers in 1794. Shepoconah called Frances Maconaquah, which means Little Bear 

Woman and he took her to live with his people along the banks of the Mississinewa River 

near Peru, Indiana. 

When Shepoconah became hard of hearing he turned over his duties as Chief to his 

successor and established a settlement known as Deaf Man’s village further up the 

Mississinewa River which consisted of himself, Frances, and their four children. By 1835 

Shepoconah had died and the Miami and Potawatomi Indians of the area had sold most of 

their property to the Americans. Frances was afraid that she might have to resettle with 

the rest of the Indians on reservations in Kansas. She appealed to the Great Spirit to allow 

her to stay in her home and she told George Ewing the great secret she had been hiding 

from everyone for most of her life. She had been born a white woman.  

Frances Slocum was not an Indian, but one of the hated white people. She said that she 

was now so old that she felt she could not live much longer, and if any of her friends 

were living, she would be glad to see them. She remembered distinctly that her father's 

name was Slocum, but she did not remember her own name. 

Colonel Ewing Writes a Letter to Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

Colonel Ewing was so impressed with Frances' story that he wrote a long letter detailing 

everything she had told him and sent it to the postmaster at Lancaster, Pa. He had never 

heard of the Slocums, but he judged from certain answers of the old lady that her home 

had been somewhere in Pennsylvania. The letter reached Lancaster, but when the 

postmaster read it, he thought the letter was a hoax. He flung it aside among some waste 

papers, where it lay for two years. 

After two years, the postmaster died, and his widow found Colonel Ewing's letter. She 

had never heard the name of Slocum, but thinking the letter might be real, she sent it to 

the Lancaster Intelligencer. The editor printed the letter and a copy of the Intelligencer 

fell into the hands of Reverend Samuel Bowman who knew the Slocum family well. He 

mailed the paper to a brother of Frances who lived in Wilkes Barre. The entire 

community of Wilkes Barre got excited about the letter. No one doubted that the Indian 

woman was Frances, but two years had passed since the letter had been written and it said 

that the old lady at the time felt that her death was near. Had she died in the meantime? 
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Frances Sends Directions to Her Home in Indiana 

John J. Slocum, a nephew of Frances, sent a letter to Colonel Ewing. A prompt reply, 

dated at Logansport, Indiana, came back saying that the old lady was still alive and would 

be glad to see them. The letter contained minute directions to her house. 

Isaac Slocum and Mrs. Mary Town, brother and sister of Frances, lived in Ohio. They 

made preparations to go to Indiana. Joseph Slocum of Wilkesbarre, another brother, 

started in his carriage, taking his sisters. Isaac went in advance, after arranging to meet 

his brothers and sisters at Deaf Man's Village. Isaac reached the village ahead of the 

others and accompanied by an interpreter, called upon the lady. She received them 

pleasantly, but with reserve. 

To Isaac's way of thinking, the old woman looked like a perfect Indian, but he had a 

foolproof test of her identity. Before Frances had been carried away 59 years before her 

brother Ebenezer had crushed the fore finger of her left hand with a hammer. Taking hold 

of the old woman’s hand and raising it, Isaac saw a star. "What caused that?" he asked 

her. 

"My brother struck it with a hammer a long time ago," she told him. 

Frances Remembers Her Name 

Isaac talked to her for a long time, but the woman did not seem at ease. He returned to the 

village of Pern to await the arrival of his brother and sister. When they arrived, the three 

visited Frances again. She treated them with the same kindness as before, but was stoical 

and unmoved. When she saw tears in their eyes, she looked displeased. The only time she 

showed any signs of emotion was when they asked her name. She replied that she had 

forgotten it. 

"Is it Frances?" her brothers asked her. 

Her dusky features suddenly lit up and she nodded her head. "Yes, yes, Franca, Franca." 

Frances Becomes the Bridge Between Her Indian and White Families  

Her brothers and sisters stayed for several days. Some months later they visited her again, 

bringing some of their children to meet Frances and her descendants. During the next ten 

years, Frances became reacquainted with her white family and grew attached to them. 

She offered her brothers half of her land if they would live near her. Her white family 

petitioned and won immunity for France's entire family to remain in Indiana. They helped 

her teach her adult grandchildren to adjust to living in the white man's world. Frances 

Slocum - Maconaquah - died in 1847, happy in the love and friendships of her white and 

Indian families. 

Sources 

Maconaquah’s Story: The Saga of Frances Slocum, Kity Dye, Leclerc Publishing 

Company, 2000  

Biography of Frances Slocum, John Franklin Meginness, General Books, 2000 

 

 

http://incass-inmiami.org/miami/fslocum.html
http://incass-inmiami.org/miami/fslocum.html
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Chapter Two 

Women To The Rescue 

 

Kate Shelley Crawls The Bridge And Saves the Midnight Express 

The storm that Kate Shelley fought on the night that she saved the Midnight Express is 

legend in central Iowa. Heavy rains had driven the Des Moines River out of its banks and 

during the entire period of high water 11 of the 21 trestle bridges in the Des Moines 

Valley between Boone and Moingona were washed out. 

Kate Shelley and Her Family Seek Shelter from the Storm 

Thunder rumbled and heavy black clouds covered the sky over the Des Moines Valley in 

the late afternoon of Wednesday, July 6, 1881. Farmers hurried to finish their evening 

chores and anxious farmer’s wives hustled their chickens into shelter. 

Kate Shelley, her brothers and her sisters, and her mother huddled in their cottage up the 

valley of Honey Creek beside the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, about half a mile 

from the Des Moines River. The wind and waters whipped Honey Creek into a raging 

torrent and the water rose until it lapped at the Shelley’s stable about halfway down the 

slope where their stock had taken shelter. 

Kate is Responsible 

Since Kate at 15 was the oldest, she felt responsible, especially in these three years since 

her father, Michael, had been killed on his job as a section foreman at the Chicago and 

Northwestern Railroad yards. She waded through the water, let the cows and horses out 

of the stable, and rescued some pigs trapped on top of the haystack. 

Kate and her mother put the younger children to bed and watched the storm through the 

windows. Kate feared that the railroad bridge across the creek a quarter of a mile up the 

track might collapse. 

The Honey Creek Bridge Collapses 

Shortly after 11:00 o’clock, Kate and her mother heard a train rumbling over the Des 

Moines River Bridge. The train was a ―pusher,‖ an engine stationed at Moingona to serve 

as an extra engine to scout out track conditions. The crew made up of Ed Wood, George 

Olmstead, Adam Agar and Patrick Donahue had been sent to determine the damage to 

railroad property. 

The train went past the Shelly house and out onto the swaying Honey Creek Bridge. Kate 

heard the engine bell toll twice and then a horrible crash and the fierce hissing of steam 

as the engine plunged down with her crew into 25 feet of rapid, swirling water. 

Kate Finds the Survivors 

Kate pulled on a skirt and jacket, and grabbed a straw hat. She fashioned a lantern by 

hanging a miner’s lamp in an old lantern frame. She opened the door and flung herself 

out in the storm. Through the rain in her eyes Kate saw that their yard was flooded all of 

the way to the railroad track. She couldn’t go up the track to the wreck at the bridge, so 

http://www.irishmidlandsancestry.com/content/offaly/people/shelley_kate.htm


 

         14  

she climbed the bluff at the back of the house and detoured until she could cross the 

railroad. 

Once on the track, she ran to the broken bridge. She reached the scene of the wreck and 

saw by the lightning flashes that Ed Wood and Adam Agar had managed to climb into 

some trees and they were temporarily safe. She didn’t see George Olmstead or Patrick 

Donahue. 

Kate Must Summon Help for the Wreck Survivors and Save the Midnight Express 

Kate realized that she had to accomplish two daunting tasks. She had to get help for the 

men and she had to stop the midnight train. She turned west and ran as fast as she could 

toward Moingona which was only a mile and a quarter away. The Des Moines River with 

its long wooden bridge trembling from the relentless pressure of the high water lay 

between her and the village. 

The storm had rested for a few minutes, but then it returned with renewed energy. The 

thunder and lightning ripped and roared and the rain fell in torrents. Kate struggled along 

the track, fighting the wind and rain. Could she reach Moingona in time to warn them that 

the bridge was out? What if the passenger train should catch her on the bridge? What if it 

thundered by in the darkness? She imagined the engine plunging into Honey Creek, the 

coaches piling up in the water, the people screaming. The wind nearly blew her off her 

feet, but she had to hurry! 

Kate Begins to Cross the Bridge 

She reached the Des Moines River, drenched to the skin, shaking, and out of breath. The 

roaring water was almost level with the track. Across the seething water filled with trees 

and other debris, stretched the long, about 500 feet long, bridge. Some of the planking 

had been removed to discourage people from walking on the bridge. The ties were a full 

step apart and thickly studded with twisted rusty spikes. The bridge was dangerous 

enough to cross during good weather in daylight. Crossing the bridge in inky blackness 

with a gale blowing, rain pouring on the slippery ties, and a raging torrent below would 

challenge the courage of Neptune. 

Kate hesitated at the edge of the bridge to catch her breath and consider the situation. A 

violent gust of wind blew out her lantern’s dim light and left her in inky blackness 

punctuated only by lightning flashes. She almost froze with terror, but then she thought of 

the men in the trees back at the broken bridge and the oncoming Midnight Express. She 

fell to her knees and began to crawl and claw her way across the long, wind ravaged 

trestle. She felt the rails and felt her way from tie to tie. Over and over her skirt caught on 

the nails as she crawled by and she almost lost her balance. Kate wasn’t sure that she 

would make it safely across the trestle. 

 Kate Shelley had to alert the station master at Moingona that a train had fallen through 

the Honey Creek Bridge and the Midnight Express was headed that way. Often Kate felt 

a sharp pain in her hands and knees as a spike or splinter dug into her flesh. Every flash 

of lightning illuminated swirling water only a few feet below her and as she stared at it, 

she almost fell from dizziness. 
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Kate Crawls Across the Bridge over the Des Moines River 

It seemed to Kate that she had been on the bridge for hours and the end of the bridge 

seemed to constantly retreat into the distance. Finally, after forever, she felt solid ground 

beneath her feet. She stood up, got her breath and bearings, and began running to the 

station a quarter of a mile away. It was almost time for the midnight express and her 

strength was failing fast. 

Kate never could remember how she finally arrived at the Moingona station and gave the 

alarm. Later the stationmaster told her that she had gasped, ―The river bridge is out,‖ and 

then she fainted. Then one of the railroad men recognized her and everyone took her 

warning seriously. The whistle of an engine in the yard awakened the town and a red 

lamp stopped the Midnight Express with 200 people aboard in Ogden, Iowa. 

Ed Wood and Adam Agar are Rescued 

In a few minutes, men with ropes and other equipment set off to rescue Wood and Agar 

at the Honey Creek Bridge. Kate went with the rescue party across the river and guided 

them back to the scene of the disaster on the east bank of the creek. 

The men threw a rope to Ed Wood and after many tries he caught it, made it fast to his 

tree, and then came ashore hand over hand. The rescuers had to wait until the water 

started to recede to rescue Adam Agar. Finally, they rescued him from his tree, 

completely exhausted from his long ordeal. 

Kate got no rest after her eventful sixth of July. On Thursday, curious crowds visited the 

scene of the tragedy and the Shelley house. Newspaper reporters arrived, explored the 

neighborhood, and asked probing questions. On Sunday, Patrick Donahue’s body was 

found in a corn field, and that proved to be the final straw for Kate. She collapsed and for 

the next three months she was confined to her bed. Eventually, her good health returned. 

Kate Recovers and becomes Famous 

Restored to health, Kate returned to a brighter world. News of her heroism had traveled 

around the world. Newspapers wrote stories about her, and poets wrote songs about her. 

She received torrents of letters to match the torrents of rain she had struggled against. The 

Chicago Tribune raised a fund to help the Shelley family out of debt. 

The Nineteenth General Assembly of Iowa passed an act in 1882 authorizing the Senate 

and Representatives of Boone County and the Governor of the State, to present her with a 

gold medal with an appropriate inscription. The legislature also appropriated $200 in cash 

and presented it to her. The employees of the Chicago &North Western Railroad gave her 

a gold watch and chain and the company issued her a life pass over the railroad. 

Kate is Offered School and Marriage 

A story in The Burlington Hawkeye of Des Moines, Iowa, dated April 6, 1882, reported 

that a fund had been established for Kate’s benefit so that she could go to school. The 

postmaster at Boone had been selected as the custodian of all funds. 

A story in the Burlington Hawkeye dated May 4, 1882, reported coyly that Kate Shelley, 

the heroine, was not engaged to be married, but it hinted that when the time came for 
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Kate to marry, ―there was a switchman in the yards at Moingona who was with her in the 

sickness following her terrible adventure.‖ 

Kate Goes to College and Works as Station Master 

Kate attended Simpson College in 1883 and 1884 and taught school for a few years. Then 

in 1903, she accepted a job as a station agent at Moingona. The Chicago & Northwestern 

Railroad Company had offered Kate Shelley several high salaried positions, but she 

would not leave her aged mother who lived in Moingona. She served as station agent 

until shortly before her death on January 22, 1912. Twice each day, she traveled from her 

home to the little depot, crossing the new iron bridge that had replaced the one over 

which she crawled on that July night. 

The Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Honors Kate with a Funeral Train  

The Iowa Recorder of Greene, Iowa, reported on January 24, 1912, that the funeral of 

Miss Kate Shelley, the Iowa heroine, will be held at Boone today. The Northwestern 

railroad company will furnish a special train to her home to bring her family and her 

hundreds of friends to Boone. 

The Kate Shelley Bridge 

In 1900, the  Chicago & Northwestern Railroad built a new bridge spanning the Des 

Moines River on the main line between Boone and Odgen and about four miles north of 

the village of Moingona. One of the longest and highest of its kind, it was widely known 

as the Kate Shelley bridge –a fitting monument to perpetuate the memory of the famous 

Iowa heroine. 

In 2007, the Union Pacific Railroad built another new bridge over the Des Moines River 

and it opened in December 2008. The Union Pacific Railroad Bridge is known officially 

as being adjacent to the Kate Shelley Boone High Bridge. The Kate Shelley Boone High 

Bridge was left in place in honor of the girl who ―saved the train.‖ 
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Martha and Waitstill Sharp , “Righteous Gentiles” 

Martha Sharp- "We realized that we were living at the front lines against Nazism. We had 

never felt such an urge to act before it was too late — to serve these brave people, to help 

them save their world and our own." 

Martha Dickie came from a family of Baptists rooted in Providence, Rhode Island, with 

values that included the Roger Williams style of religious free thinking, diversity, and 

world service. These values ruled her soul and intellect and shaped an idealism that 

would take her to Nazi occupied Europe and New York City at the end of World War II. 

Martha Dickie Trains at Hull House and Becomes a Social Worker 

Martha graduated from Pembroke College in Brown University and then enrolled in 

Northwestern University’s Recreation Training School located in Hull House, the 

Chicago Settlement House that social worker Jane Addams founded. After Martha 

completed her social work program, she became the Director of Girls’ Work for the 

Chicago Commons Settlement House. 

Martha Marries Waitstill Sharp and Becomes a Minister’s Wife 

When Martha married Waitstill Hastings Sharp in 1927, she planned to continue her 

career, but as with many women of her generation, she followed her husband’s career 

footsteps instead of her own. After he graduated from Harvard Law School, Waitstill 

Sharp studied for the ministry and was ordained a Unitarian minister. In 1933, Waitstill 

accepted the pulpit of a small church in Meadville, Pennsylvania, and Martha and her two 

children settled into small town life. 

Waitstill was the minister, but as many minister’s wives, Martha functioned as an 

unofficial assistant minister. She orchestrated the youth work, religious education, and 

women’s meetings as well as countless church suppers and practiced behind the scenes 

diplomacy and sympathetic listening. 

Martha Sharp Works with International Peace Groups 

While the Sharps lived in Meadville, Martha worked with international peace groups, 

because both Sharps were becoming increasingly worried about world politics. Hitler had 

come into power in 1933, and he and his Nazi party worked to transform Germany into a 

military and cultural empire. Franklin Delano Roosevelt had become president of the 

United States in 1933, and he and his New Deal reformers worked to pull America from 

the depths of Depression by its bootstraps and or shoelaces. 

The domestic and world situations hadn’t improved much when the Sharps left Meadville 

in April 1936, to take a pastorate at the Unitarian Church of Wellesley Hills in Wellesley, 

Massachusetts. Hitler had won complete control of Germany and looked to Italy and 

Mussolini for allies and toward Czechoslovakia and Poland for conquest. Franklin 

Roosevelt and the New Deal still worked to set America firmly back on its economic feet. 

Many Americans were too busy with domestic problems to care about world events. 

The Sharps Work with Refugees in Prague 

The Sharps cared enough about world events to leave their small children in the care of 

close friends and on February 4, 1939, they left New York for London, carrying both 
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Unitarian and Czech relief funds to the tune of $41,000. After meeting with contacts in 

London, the Martha, 33, and Waitstill, 37, arrived in Prague on February 23, 1939. They 

immediately began working with the U.S. consulate, Czech government officials, and 

leaders of Czech churches. 

According to the Sharp’s calculations, they worked with about 3,500 people wanting to 

leave the country, including professional people, political leaders, and students. Many of 

them were Jewish, putting them in double jeopardy. The German Army marched into 

Prague on March 15, 1939, and the Sharps continued to work until August, protected by 

Waitstill’s role as a visiting minister. 

The Gestapo Keeps the Sharps Under Surveillance 

Since they had come to Czechoslovakia before March 15, 1939, the Sharps could take 

short trips abroad and reenter the county. Between March 15 and early August, they 

traveled six different times to various European contacts in various European countries. 

On one of these trips Martha led 35 refugees including two children, to safety in England. 

The Sharp’s work with the Unitarian congregation in Prague took up much of their time 

and energy as well. They brought supplies of food and medicine that they hid under the 

church floor tiles, and held Unitarian Church suppers for German and Austrian refugees. 

They cared for children, and gave time and money to children’s homes and summer 

camps, and children’s relief projects. 

Waitstill and Martha Sharp Escape the Nazis and Leave Prague 

During all of their activities, the Gestapo suspected the Sharps and kept them under 

surveillance. Martha and Waitstill burned all of their notes and records and stopped 

keeping written records. On April 13, 1939, the Gestapo rifled the Sharp’s offices and 

while Waitstill was away outside the country, Martha came to their offices and found the 

furniture had been thrown out into the street. The Gestapo closed their operation down 

permanently on July 25, 1939. Waitstill left for a meeting in Switzerland on August 9, 

1939. He had planned to return, but the Nazis wouldn’t allow him back into 

Czechoslovakia. 

Martha left Prague on August 15, 1939, three weeks after the Nazis had closed all of the 

foreign refugee offices. After the war she would discover that she had left a day before 

the Gestapo had planned to arrest her. The Sharps left Cherbourg, France, for New York 

on August 30, 1939. Before they reached New York, the German army had marched into 

Poland, beginning World War II. 

In May 1940, the president of the American Unitarian Association asked Martha and 

Waitstill Sharp to go to France as its ambassadors, but before they could open their office 

in Paris the Nazis had captured the city. Percival Brundage who was a member of the 

Unitarian Service Committee Board, bought air tickets to Lisbon for the Sharps, since 

Portugal was neutral at the time. He asked Martha to locate French children whose 

parents might want them to immigrate to the United States until the War ended. The 

Sharps reached Lisbon on June 20, 1939, and set up an office. 
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Martha Works to Feed Hungry Children and Find New Homes for Refugees 

The Sharps discovered that a critical food shortage existed in southern France which was 

crowded with thousands of refugees. They worked with their contacts to provide food, 

clothing, and milk to the refugees.. The Sharps reached Marseilles in mid July and 

decided to divide responsibilities. Waitstill returned to Lisbon to set up the Unitarian 

rescue and relief center and Martha stayed in France to work with the refugees. 

In Lisbon, Waitstill tried to arrange for more food to be sent to France, but the British had 

imposed a blockage immediately after Britain had declared war against Germany, and 

relief shipments had to be curtailed. 

The Unitarians and the Emergency Rescue Committee Cooperate to Help Refugees 

Waitstill garnered more support from the Unitarians for his work in setting up an 

immigration service in Lisbon and coordinating it with the efforts of Varian Fry of the 

Emergency Rescue Committee. The ERC was created in 1940, with a mandate for 

rescuing intellectual and political leaders trapped in southern France. The ERC’s waiting 

list included physiologist Otto Meyerhof, writers Lion Feuchtwanger, Franz Werfel, 

Heinrich Mann and his nephew, and Gottfried Mann, son of the writer Thomas Mann. 

Varian Fry consulted Waitstill Sharp and other rescue relief organizations in Lisbon 

about how best to rescue the refugees in France. Waitstill guided him through the 

bureaucracy and gave him other tips and introduced him to other connections. He agreed 

that the Unitarian Service Commission would be the Emergency Rescue Committee’s 

liaison in Lisbon, helping to maintain those who were able to get out of France and 

facilitating their passage to other places. This connection persisted throughout World War 

II. 

Martha, Waitstill, and the Refugee Children Arrive in the United States 

While Waitstill remained in Lisbon, Martha and her colleagues worked with children for 

the immigration program. The children, including nine Jewish children, needed medical 

certificates, vaccinations, photos, affidavits from relatives, and financial backers. The 

governments of four countries required complex documentation. For three months, 

Martha shuffled papers and dueled with bureaucrats, some uncooperative, some cruel. 

In September 1940, Waitstill made another trip into France and returned to Portugal with 

the writer Lion Feuchtwanger. Using Martha’s ticket, Feuchtwanger sailed for New York 

with Waitstill on September 28, 1940. Finally, on November 26, 1940, a convoy of 29 

children and 9 adults left the railroad station in Marseilles for Spain, Lisbon, and the 

United States. In early December, Martha sailed to New York with two children and four 

adult refugees. She waited at the dock to welcome the rest of them when they arrived on 

December 23, 1940. 

Martha Continues Her Humanitarian Work in America 

After she returned to America, Martha joined the Unitarian Service Committee’s Board 

of Directors and worked as a fundraiser. She also continued her role as Waitstill’s right 

hand minister until 1944, when Waitstill left Wellesley Hills Church to take a job with 

the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Agency. 
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In February 1945, Martha returned to Portugal to run the Lisbon office of the USC, after 

its directors abruptly resigned After her term in Lisbon, Martha visited Czechoslovakia to 

see how USC could help the reconstruction of the country. She continued raising funds 

for USC and Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization. By December, 1945, Martha 

had resigned from USC because she had long felt that the directors devalued her work 

because she was a woman. 

Palestine Vision 

After an unsuccessful attempt to win a seat in the United States House of Representatives, 

Martha turned her energies to helping Jewish refugee children. In 1943, she and two 

friends had founded Children to Palestine, an interfaith effort to benefit Hadassah’s 

Youth Elijah, the organization that was bringing European Jewish refugee children to 

new homes in what was then Palestine. In January 1947, Martha accepted Hadassah’s 

invitation to travel to Palestine to tour Youth Elijah settlements. She made four trips to 

Palestine, each one deepening her commitment to the new state, which she envisioned as 

a state where both Arabs and Jews shared a peaceful and fertile land. 

"Righteous Among The Nations" 

In 1948, Martha visited Morocco and reported on living conditions of the Jews there and 

in 1949, she participated in the Israeli government’s efforts to document the condition of 

Iraq’s Jewish population, resulting in the lifting of the Iraq’s ban on Jewish immigration. 

She continued to work in Hadassha and Youth Aliyah and opened a public relations 

business in New York. She and Waitstill grew apart and divorced, but maintained close 

ties. 

In June 2006, the Sharps were posthumously honored in the Garden of the Righteous 

Among Nations and their names were engraved in the Wall of Remembrance at the Yad 

Vashem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem. In September 2006, they were remembered 

with a plague on the Rescuers Wall at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 

Washington D.C. 
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Chapter Three 

Women of the Waves 

 

Maebelle Mason and Mamajuda Lighthouse 

It seemed like an ordinary day at the lighthouse, but the morning of May 11, 1890, 

proved to be one of the most exciting days of fourteen-year-old Maebelle Mason’s life.  

Although it started out like any other Detroit River morning, the morning of May 11, 

1890, proved to be one of the most exciting days of fourteen-year-old Maebelle Mason’s 

life. Maebelle was the daughter of Captain and Mrs. Orlo James Mason, and Captain 

Mason was the keeper of the Mamajuda Island Light in the lower Detroit River across 

from Wyandotte, Michigan. 

Maebelle Learns Lightkeeping on Mamajuda Island 

After spending her early childhood in St. Louis, Missouri, where she was born in 1875, 

Maebelle came with her parents to the maritime world of the Great Lakes and light 

keeping. Men dominated the 19th century lighthouse world as the primary keepers and 

wage earners. 

Sometimes their wives took over as keepers when they became ill or died, but the records 

show a majority of male light house keepers. The records don’t always reveal that women 

and children played equally important roles in light keeping and that tending the light was 

indeed a family affair. 

Occasionally women like Abigail Becker and Katie Walker and their lifesaving deeds 

were documented, but many lighthouse women lived, performed brave deeds, and died 

unrecorded and unrecognized except by their families and friends. Maebelle Mason was 

young, brave, and her father was a lightkeeper so her contributions were recognized. 

Captain Mason Goes Shopping on the Mainland 

In June 1885, Captain Orlo J. Mason was appointed keeper of the Mamajuda lighthouse 

in the Detroit River. Mamajuda Island, named for a Wyandotte Indian woman who 

established her fishing camp there, stood at a junction of channels and long stretches of 

shoals that extended from the Island to the City of Wyandotte. In 1849, the United States 

Government built a lighthouse on Mamajuda Island and the keeper and his family lived 

on a small farm on the island. 

Maebelle Mason had spent her childhood years learning self reliance and reliability from 

her mother and father so she was ready for the task that she faced on the morning of May 

11, 1890. That sunny morning in May, Captain Mason went to mainland Detroit for 

supplies, leaving his wife and daughter Maebelle alone at the lighthouse. He took the 

government boat, leaving a small, flat bottomed skiff lying on the island beach. 
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Maebelle Rows to the Rescue 

Shortly after Captain Mason left, Maebelle and her mother spotted the freighter C.W. 

Elphicke approaching close to the lighthouse. The master of the C.W. Elphicke, Captain 

Montague, leaned over the bridge rail and shouted a message. He said that a man was 

struggling in the water beside an overturned and sinking row boat about a mile upstream. 

The loaded C.W. Elphicke couldn’t stop and rescue the man because of the strong current. 

Would the ladies let Captain Mason know about the man?‖ 

The C.W. Elphicke chugged on and Maebelle and her mother dragged their skiff into the 

water. Reluctantly her mother agreed to let Maebelle rescue the man all by herself. 

Maebelle maneuvered the skiff into the river and floated with the strong current. She saw 

the man still clinging to the rowboat. 

Maebelle rowed hard and a mile later, drew even with the overturned boat. Tugging and 

pulling at the man’s clothing, she dragged him into her skiff and rowed back to the light 

house. Mother and daughter took him inside and made him comfortable. By the time 

Captain Mason returned from the mainland, the man had nearly recovered from his ordeal. 

Maebelle Wins Medals and Remains Modest 

Word of Maebelle’s daring rescue spread. The marine magazines of the day and the 

Detroit and Cleveland newspapers told her story. The Lighthouse Service awarded 

Maebelle the United States Life Saving Medal, which Commander Edwin W. Woodward 

of the United States Navy, presented to her. She received it at the Cadillac Hotel in 

Detroit during the National Convention of the Grand Army of the Republic in 1890. She 

accepted the medal modestly and said that she had just performed an act of humanity. 

The Ship Masters Association also presented her with a gold life saving medal with a 

Maltese Cross and a gold chain attached. Her medal was inscribed ―Presented to Miss 

Maebelle L. Mason for heroism in saving life, May 11, 1890, by the E.M.B.A. of 

Cleveland.‖ 

For years after, all of the steamers flying the Ship aster’s Association pennant saluted 

Maebelle with their horns and whistles while passing the Mamajuda lighthouse. 

Maebelle's Memory Lingers  

Captain Mason tended the Mamajuda Island Light for nine years and did his job so well 

that there was not one complaint against him. He ended his light keeping career tending 

the Ashtabula Harbor Light in Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Maebelle Mason lived a traditional woman's life after her Detroit River rescue. On June 

21, 1892, she married James L. Connell, a stationary engineer. In 1896 they had a son 

named Orlo James, in honor of her father and a daughter Corrine in 1901. 

The C.W. Elphicke sank in Lake Erie off of Long Point Light on Tuesday, October 21, 

1919. By 1960, high water had entirely swept away Mamajuda Island , including the light 

house. Only a few boulders mark the place it once stood. 

But the memory of Maebelle Mason, the teenage heroine, perseveres. 
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Elizabeth Turner McCormick - Woman Voyager 

 

Elizabeth Turner McCormick began her life in Maryland and spent her last years on Pt. 

au Pelee Island. Her spunk caused her Wyandotte captors to call her ―chestnut burr.‖  

Elizabeth Turner McCormick began her life in Maryland and spent her last years living 

with her son William on Pt. Au Pelee Island in Lake Erie, near Sandusky, Ohio. In 

between she enjoyed enough watery adventures to rival Samuel de Champlain. 

Elizabeth Visits the Sugar Camp 

Elizabeth’s family, the Turners, left their native Maryland and settled in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, about 1780. Their nearest neighbors were the McKevars and together the 

two families toiled to survive in the wilderness. The Natives in western Pennsylvania 

objected to the white settlers invading their territory and tried to frighten them away by 

killing their stock and murdering families or taking them captive. Fort Pitt offered a few 

block houses and stockades for protection, but the settlers in the outlaying areas had to 

provide their own defense or fight their way to the fort. 

Besides defending themselves, the settlers spent much of their time gathering and 

preparing food. Many of them made maple sugar in the spring to add to their meager 

stores. They made sap by building a camp in the sugar bush and using open kettles to boil 

the sap down. 

In March of 1780, the Turners and McKevars joined forces and established a sugar camp 

on the slope of a hill not far from their houses. A Turner boy and a McKevar boy tended 

the camp and their parents sent their two daughters and a smaller boy to the sugar bush to 

take the older boys some food and help them in their work. 

The Wyandotte Capture Elizabeth 

Winter was breaking up. The sun shone, robins grubbed for worms, and the blue birds 

whistled. The girls lingered on at the camp, helping their brothers, drinking warm maple 

syrup and enjoying the camp fire. Finally, they noticed the setting sun and prepared to 

start for home. Their dog barked, indicating that strangers were approaching. The next 

sound Elizabeth Turner heard was the crack of rifles. The two older boys fell to the 

ground, and painted Native Americans surrounded the two girls and the younger boy. The 

Indians carried their captives into the thick dark woods. This began Elizabeth’s journey 

into places that she had never imagined existed beyond Pittsburgh. 

Elizabeth had fallen into the hands of a band of Wyandotte warriors and soon was 

separated from the McKevar girl. They boy who had been captured with them became ill 

and unable to travel, and the Indians killed him. Taking Elizabeth with them, the 

Wyandotte’s immediately left Pittsburgh and slowly traveled to the Native villages on the 

lower and upper Sandusky Rivers and to the shores of Lake Erie. 

Soon Elizabeth became famous among her Wyandotte captors for her bravery. One time 

she fought with a squaw, tore the clothes off her, and forced her to run away. Another 

time while Elizabeth was working a corn patch, her squaw companions quit working and 
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sat in the shade. Elizabeth also went and sat in the shade. The squaws threatened her, but 

she stood up to them so forcefully that they ran to the camp and reported her to the Chief. 

The Chief and his friends were amused and praised Elizabeth for her bravery. Later she 

said, ―It was not bravery, it was simply desperation.‖ 

The Wyandotte Adopt Elizabeth and She Meets Alexander McCormick 

The Wyandotte admired Elizabeth’s spunk so much that they adopted her into their tribe 

as a sister and treated her as well as they did any other Indian squaw. Elizabeth kept her 

spirits high and continued to stand up for herself so well that the Natives gave her an 

Indian name that meant a chestnut burr. They said that she would sting like a burr 

whenever someone bothered her too much. 

Elizabeth had a more difficult time keeping up her spirits on the inside. Months had 

passed and she hadn’t heard from her family. More months passed and her chances of 

escaping and getting back home were slim. She now lived in the Native towns in upper 

Sandusky in northern Ohio, hundreds of miles through the thick woods from Pittsburgh. 

Once in awhile she talked to a white trader or prisoner, but they didn’t know anything 

about her family. 

In the late fall of 1782, the Wyandotte who held Elizabeth captive left the Sandusky 

villages and traveled north to the Maumee country in the vicinity of where Toledo, Ohio, 

now stands. There they met a Shawnee tribe. Elizabeth noticed that one of the Natives 

was really a white man, although he dressed and acted like a Native. She discovered that 

he was a Native trader who had been adopted by the Natives and had been with them for 

eight or nine years. His name was Alexander McCormick. 

Alexander McCormick Convinces Elizabeth to Marry Him 

Alexander McCormick was surprised to see a white woman living with the Wyandotte 

and he and Elizabeth soon became friends. Elizabeth was thrilled to have a white friend 

who could possibly help her escape and go home. 

After a few months, Alexander asked Elizabeth to marry him, but she couldn’t accept his 

offer. She had a fiancé back in Pittsburgh and she felt that even though three years had 

passed she had to be true to him. Alexander begged her to reconsider her engagement. He 

told her that she probably would never see her fiancé again. He said that her fiancé 

probably had married someone else or perhaps the Indians had killed him too. 

Finally Elizabeth agreed to marry Alexander, but he had others to persuade as well. The 

Wyandotte wouldn’t let Elizabeth leave their tribe and they refused to give her to 

Alexander. Alexander paid a generous ransom to the Natives for Elizabeth, but when he 

came to take her away the Natives regretted their bargain and refused to let her go. 

Alexander didn’t give up. He decided to steal Elizabeth and run away with her to Detroit 
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Elizabeth McCormick -Captive, American, Canadian 

She Travels to Detroit, Pittsburgh, and Pelee Island 

While Elizabeth lived in the Sandusky villages, she met Alexander McCormick and 

agreed to marry him. The Wyandotte refused to release her, so Alexander kidnapped her. 

Wyandotte Natives had taken Elizabeth Turner captive near Pittsburgh and adopted her 

into their tribe. She met Alexander McCormick there and agreed to marry him, but the 

Wyandotte wouldn't release her. Alexander came up with a plan. 

Alexander McCormick Kidnaps Elizabeth Turner and Marries Her  

When the spring of 1784 arrived, Alexander collected furs and skins to be loaded in row 

boats at Maumee City. From there he would take them to Detroit as he had in the past. He 

got everything ready and arranged to meet Elizabeth. He hid her in the bottom of one of 

the canoes and covered her completely with skins. 

Eventually, the Wyandotte missed her and they suspected that Alexander had something 

to do with her disappearance. They searched his canoes for Elizabeth and came to the one 

where she was hidden. The Indians unloaded the skins and piled them inside the canoe. 

There were only a few skins left in the bottom of the canoe when the Wyandotte gave up 

the search for Elizabeth. 

Alexander got the canoes underway as soon as the Wyandotte left. The canoes slowly 

floated down the Maumee River into Lake Erie. Alexander and his party followed the 

lake shore and camped on land at night. They struggled up the Detroit River against the 

current, and finally reached Detroit safely. Alexander took Elizabeth to the house of one 

of his Detroit friends, Colonel Allen. He outfitted her with new dresses, including the 

best wedding dress and outfit in town. They were married at Colonel Allen’s house in 

May 1783, by an Anglican Church minister. Alexander was at least forty years old, and 

Elizabeth twenty-one when they were married. 

Elizabeth Decides to Visit Her Family in Pittsburgh 

After Alexander and Elizabeth were married, they prepared to return to the Native 

settlements on the Maumee since Alexander preferred to live with the Native and keep up 

his fur trade. He made money as a trader and planned to buy land and make a permanent 

home. Elizabeth, too, knew Native life and liked it well enough. They toiled back up the 

lake shore in their canoes. 

Arriving safely at Maumee City, the McCormicks settled into frontier life. On May 30, 

1784, they had a son named William, the first of a family of four sons and four daughters 

born to the McCormicks. William would later become a member of the Canadian 

Parliament and the first white owner of Point au Pelee Island. 

As the months passed and her son walked and talked and grew bigger, Elizabeth wanted 

to take him to visit her old home in Pittsburgh. She wanted to let her old friends and 

family know that she was still alive. The journey would be a hard one over two hundred 

miles of woods filled with roving bands of Natives. Alexander couldn’t leave his business 
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to go with her, but Elizabeth decided to go anyway, choosing an old Native woman friend 

to go with her. 

Her Former Fiance Releases Her 

Alexander gave them two horses and carrying William in her arms, Elizabeth and her 

Indian woman friend set out. There were no welcoming houses along the route for shelter, 

not even Native houses. 

After a long and tedious journey, Elizabeth, William, and her Native friend arrived in 

Pittsburgh. Elizabeth had come home after four years of silence. Elizabeth’s father and 

mother felt that they were seeing a daughter risen from the dead. They had not known 

what had become of her and now she brought them a grandchild! Elizabeth found her 

fiancé alive and unmarried, but she assured her that he didn’t blame her for marrying 

Alexander McCormick under the circumstances. 

Elizabeth visited with friends and family for a few weeks, and then she and William and 

her Native friend returned to Alexander and Maumee City the same way they had come – 

on horseback. 

The McCormicks Move to Canada 

When he American Revolutionary War ended, Alexander McCormick made a decision. 

His sympathies were with the British and many of the Americans considered him an 

enemy. Since he was more of a Loyalist than an American, somewhere between 1788 and 

1793, Alexander gathered up his family and they traveled to Detroit. They crossed the 

Detroit River into Canada where the English government had granted Alexander 200 

acres of land in Colchester Township, near the shores of Lake Erie. The country was 

unsettled and Indians still plentiful. Alexander traded and farmed enthusiastically. 

Alexander and Elizabeth enjoyed a long and happy married life together. 

Elizabeth Moves to Pelee Island 

After Alexander died, Elizabeth came to Point au Pelee Island to live with her son 

William who had moved to Pelee in 1834 with his wife and eleven children. William 

farmed and raised stock. Horses, hogs, and cattle multiplied and ran wild in the dense 

woods and marshes. The McCormicks built a sawmill in 1836 and their men sawed red 

cedar timber into railroad ties that were shipped throughout the Midwest. 

Elizabeth lived on Pelee Island for several years. In 1839 she was visiting friends and 

family in Colchester Township when she died at age 77, traveling and courageous to the 

end. 
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Chapter Four 

Women Nurses 

 

Mary Breckinridge, Circuit Riding Nurse 

Mary Breckinridge was born into a privileged family in Memphis, Tennessee in 1881, but 

she lived and died in modest circumstances in rural Kentucky. In 1891, Mary's father, 

Clifton Breckinridge, a former Confederate midshipman, was appointed American 

Minister to St. Petersburg. He took his family to Russia with him and Mary and her sister 

Lee had a German and French governess and mastered both languages. 

Mary Visits a Russian Foundling Asylum 

The Breckinridge family attended the coronation of Czar Nicholas II in Moscow in 1896, 

but Mary was more impressed by a visit to the foundling asylum with her mother than the 

coronation ceremonies. There were about 300 babies at the asylum that had either been 

picked up from the street or left at the asylum door. For the first time in her life, Mary 

realized that all children were not as lucky as she and her sister. 

When she was 15, Mary went to school in the Swiss Alps. After her family returned to 

America, she attended a young ladies finishing school in Stamford, Connecticut until she 

turned eighteen. Her parents didn't approve of college for girls, so she didn't go to college. 

She married a brilliant young lawyer who died shortly after their marriage. 

Tragedy and Nurses Training 

Trying to piece her life back together after her husband's death, Mary went to North 

Carolina to stay with friends. One night they asked her to stay with a child that had 

typhoid fever and she realized that she couldn't relieve the child's suffering. She decided 

that if she studied nursing she could help others and perhaps ease her own grief. 

From 1907 to 1910, Mary took a three year course at St. Luke's Hospital School of 

Nursing in New York. The southern belle who had spent her days horseback riding and 

her nights dancing now worked in the wards ten to eleven hours a day, assisted in the 

operating room, and attended classes and studied. In her last year of nursing school, she 

asked to be assigned to the infant's ward, because she wanted to learn more about the care 

of sick babies. 

After she had passed the New York state nursing examinations, Mary remarried, and had 

a son and a daughter who both died. The marriage ended unhappily in divorce and these 

blows made Mary determined to devote the rest of her life to child care and helping 

people. 

More Training and Riding Through the Kentucky Mountains 

When the Armistice ended World War I, Europe teemed with hungry, ill, and displaced 

people. Mary volunteered to serve with the American Committee for Devastated France. 

In France, Mary nursed people and distributed food and clothing. While she served in 

France, Mary had time to think about her future. As soon as she returned to New York in 

the fall of 1922, she enrolled in Teachers College at Columbia University. She took 

http://www.nursingadvocacy.org/press/pioneers/breckinridge.html
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courses in public health nursing, social sciences, nursing education, child psychology, 

and mental hygiene- now psychiatry. 

Mary spent the summer of 1923 riding over the Kentucky mountains in the beautiful 

region of Leslie County, which included about 700 square miles of territory with three 

towns of two or three hundred population each. Altogether the region had only about 

10,000 people. People in the Kentucky mountains had a hard time making a living. The 

men cultivated corn for their large families on strips of rocky soil and raised livestock. In 

the winter they cut timber to be floated down the rivers on the tides of the spring rains. 

The money they received for the logs was usually the only cash they saw the year around. 

Children went barefoot all summer and frequently clumped around in their father's old 

shoes when the weather turned cold. 

Every day Mary Breckinridge rode to visit the mountain people. Since blacksmiths were 

scarce, she carried extra horseshoes in her saddlebag. At night she slept in the crowded 

cabins of the hospitable mountaineers, sometimes sharing a bed with the entire family. 

She ate pork and cornbread with them at night, and pork and cornbread for breakfast. In 

the entire vast region, there were no hospitals, no licensed physicians, and no nurses.  

Children were delivered by local midwives. Mary interviewed 53 of the midwives. The 

majority had started "cotching babies" as the Kentucky expression put it, after they had 

raised families of their own. They were well meaning but untrained. When they 

encountered hemorrhages or other complications, they resorted to magic or spells -such 

as saying holy words over the mother, or putting an ax, edge up, under the bed to cut pain 

and complications. 

Midwife Training in England and Scotland 

At the end of that summer of 1923, Mary said good-bye to the mountain families. By fall, 

she was in London where she had enrolled in the British Hospital for Mothers and Babies, 

as a pupil-midwife. She was already a trained nurse, so her course lasted only four 

months, during which she delivered 20 normal cases under hospital supervision and 

attended abnormal deliveries performed by a physician. She spent two years in England 

and Scotland and obtained a certificate in postgraduate midwifery as well.  

Mary Breckinridge, Frontier Nurse 

She Founds the Frontier Nursing Service and Acquires Henrietta 

Mary Breckinridge installed two of the five bathtubs in Leslie County in her home at 

Wendover, and she nursed the people of the Kentucky mountains for over forty y ears. 

Mary Breckinridge had spent years training as a nurse and midwife so that she could train 

and supply nurse midwives for the Kentucky mountain people that she loved so well. By 

February 1925, Mary Breckinridge was once more in Leslie County, Kentucky, ready to 

launch her plan of supplying nurse midwives for the Kentucky mountain people. She 

persuaded prominent Kentucky citizens to lend her moral support and on May 28, 1925, 

the Kentucky Committee for Mothers and Babies held its first meeting at Frankfort, 

Kentucky. By 1928, the name had been changed to the Frontier Nursing Service. A 
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branch committee was set up in a rickety two story building in the town of Hyden and the 

building also served temporarily as a clinic. 

Mary Rides the Mountain Circuit Again 

Again Mary Breckinridge rode through the mountains in the summer of 1928, visiting 

lonely cabins and riding up steep mountain canyons. She gave nursing care to men, 

women, and especially children. Word spread that she was a nurse and mothers flocked to 

her with their sick babies. 

For the next 40 years, Mary Breckinridge served the Kentucky mountain people as a 

nurse, midwife and friend. She had seen and fallen in love with a stretch of land facing 

the great North Mountain, on the Middle Fork of the Kentucky River a few miles from 

Hyden. She bought the land and had a log cabin built there which she named Wendover. 

For many years, Wendover had two of the only five bathtubs in the county. She recruited 

nurse-midwives from England to come over and work with her. 

Hyden Hospital and Outpost Nursing Centers 

In June of 1928, she opened Hyden Hospital and Health Center. From 1927 to 1930, 

Mary and her staff opened six outpost nursing centers, nine to twelve miles apart - Beech 

Fork, Possum Bend, Red Bird, Flat Creek, Brutus, and Bowlington. They had a clinic and 

waiting room for patients and two nurse midwives were assigned to each outpost. With 

Hyden Hospital and Wendover, they meant nursing care within reasonable distance for 

all the 700 square miles of the Frontier Nursing Service territory. 

Through the Depression of the 1930s and WWII, the Frontier Nursing Service changed 

with the Kentucky mountain people. In the late 1930s, highway Route 80 was completed 

through the Kentucky wilderness. Edsel Ford, of the Detroit Committee, presented the 

service with a reconditioned Model A Ford, which Mary and her workers named 

Henrietta. Seven years later, Ford replaced Henrietta with Henrietta II, a jeep. 

During the war years, the nursing service suffered a severe shortage of two items -

horseshoes and diapers. Representative Frances Bolton of Ohio managed to convince 

Congress that diapers were essential items and that in the Kentucky mountains 

horseshoes played a vital role in the delivery of babies. 

Wendover Grows into a Community 

Life was not always a log cabin for Mary Breckinridge. Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt., was the chief Washington sponsor of the Frontier 

Nursing Service. Several times Mary was invited to lunch at the White House, and once 

she attended an intimate family dinner with the president. As a young man, FDR had 

ridden through parts of the Kentucky mountains and took a sympathetic interest in her 

work. 

Over the years, the Frontier Nursing Service became so much a part of the life of the 

region that people couldn't remember what life had been like without it. Wendover, 

which started with a log cabin and the Big House, grew to a sizable community with 

many buildings, a clinic and waiting room for the Wendover nurse midwives and 
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administrative offices. Hyden Hospital, enlarged and expanded, still remained the only 

hospital in Frontier Nursing Service territory. 

Mary's Memories and Memories of Mary 

For Mary Breckinridge, her forty years in the service were a kaleidoscope of memories: 

The boy with a fishhook caught in his foot, lying stoically by the creek as she probed 

deep to extract it. Women with sick babies in their arms waiting patiently at the door of 

her clinic. A thousand rides along mountain trails in the cold winter moonlight. Flower 

blooming meadows in early spring. The brisk coolness of an autumn day carpeted by 

golden leaves. Fording streams at dawn and searching for a pinpoint of cabin light in the 

swirling whiteness of a blizzard. The stark tragedy of a life that couldn't be saved and the 

joy of bringing a new life into the world. 

In 1963, Mary Breckinridge became ill. Her surgeon sent her to the University of 

Kentucky Medical Center Hospital for cobalt radiation treatments after an operation. 

There was no pain, nausea, or irritation of the skin. "It was all quite wonderful to an old 

nurse like me," she said. 

Mary returned to work as soon as she could. -a gallant white-haired woman with an 

indomitable spirit. For two more years she continued her full time duties as Director of 

the Frontier Nursing Service. On the morning of May 15, 1965, she died quietly in her 

sleep. Her friends covered her casket with a blanket of ivy and mountain laurel, inter-

woven with tiny yellow rosebuds gathered from the garden of Wendover. An endless 

stream of mountain people filed past to pay tribute to Mary Breckinridge, the woman 

who had given them the gift of herself. 
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Sister Elizabeth Kenney Fights Polio With Physical Therapy 

A young nurse, Sister Elizabeth Kenny, working in the Outback of Australia in 1909, 

found that several children suffered from a disease that she couldn’t diagnose. She wired 

a description of the symptoms to the hospital at Queensland and asked what kind of 

treatment she should give to the children. When the answer came, it wasn’t too 

encouraging. The disease was infantile paralysis or polio, and there was no known 

treatment. ―Do the best you can,‖ said the head doctor at Queensland in his wire. 

Sister Elizabeth Kenney Works in the Outback 

Sister Elizabeth Kenney did the best she could and that best was eventually studied by the 

finest medical brains in the world. Her methods of dealing with infantile paralysis laid the 

foundations for the theories and practices of physical therapy. 

Sister Elizabeth Kenny 

Elizabeth was born in Warialda, New South Wales in 1886, and graduated from St. 

Ursela’s College in 1902. She became a nurse in the Australian bush country when she 

was still a young girl and was loved for her dedication to her patients. The reason she 

didn’t know about polio was that the disease occurred much less frequently in Australia 

than in the United States. 

Sister Kenny Deals with Infantile Paralysis 

Aeneas McDonnell, the head doctor at Queensland told Elizabeth to do her best so the 

sturdy Scotch-Irish Sister, as the English call a chief nurse, proceeded to relieve the 

children’s pain in her matter of fact way. She noticed that in the early stages of polio, the 

victims suffered from muscular spasms and she determined to relieve them. She tore 

blankets into strips, soaked them in hot water, wrung them out and packed them around 

tortured legs and arms. She kept up these hot packs or foment treatments until the spasms 

had disappeared and the child’s flesh had a rosy, healthy glow. 

In 1910, a year after the polio epidemic, Sister Kenny was granted a leave of absence for 

some rest. Instead of vacationing, she traveled to the Queensland hospital and met the 

head doctor who had telegraphed her to ―do her best‖ for the polio victims. When he 

discovered that all of them had recovered, he begged Sister Kenny to show him what she 

had done. 

Sister Kenny Practices Her Techniques at Queensland Hospital 

Dr. McDonnell hurried her to a ward where doctors and nurses were working on several 

new polio cases. To the astonishment of the attendants, the Dr. McDonnell ordered the 

young nurse from the bush country to get busy. Sister Kenny quickly went to work. She 

stripped off the splints and bandages that kept the victims rigid. The doctors had been 

using splints on the theory that they kept sick, contracting muscles from distorting 

healthy muscles. The use of this splint method was widespread. For Sister Kenny to 

remove these splints was revolutionary. Only Dr. McDonnell's presence kept the 

attendants from stopping her by force. 

Calmly she tore blankets into strips, converting them into warm, wet packs called 

foments, for the children’s arms and legs. In three or four days the patients were free 

from pain while with splints or casts, the pain lasted for weeks and months. Then while 
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the polio was still in its acute stages, Sister Kenny began the massage and exercise she 

had used the bush country. As the children improved, she persuaded them to move their 

own muscles. Once again, her methods worked. With this second success, Sister Kenny 

was prepared to pit her unconventional treatment against the more conventional, widely 

accepted use of splints. 

Some Doctors Disagree with Sister Kenny's Methods 

Sister Kenny did have a battle on her hands. Some earnest Australian doctors opposed her. 

They felt that the risk of removing the splints from the limbs of the children was too great. 

Where one child might be helped, another might be injured for life, they agreed. Neither 

were they convinced of the importance of treating the muscle spasms which had gotten 

very little attention as part of the polio progression. 

On the other hand, Sister Kenny did have allies in her fight. Dr. McDonnell was one of 

the first to officially acknowledge that Sister Kenny could teach the medical progression 

something about treating polio. He admitted that her methods were radical, but they 

worked. They didn’t cure the disease, but they did offer relief from pain and in most 

cases, freedom from crippling. 

Sister Kenny Desires to Work Within the Medical Profession 

The opposition she got from some of the doctors didn’t shake Sister Kenny’s faith in her 

methods or her conviction that she had to work through the medical profession. Her 

friends urged her to operate independently of the medical profession, but she couldn’t 

agree to that. Her training as a nurse had taught her a respect for the profession, and she 

also knew that her treatment worked only when applied in the first stages of polio. In 

order to help the children she had to reach them through the doctors that their parents 

consulted. All that Sister Kenny asked was that the doctors observe her methods and 

judge for themselves. 

Until the outbreak of the First World War ,Sister Elizabeth Kenny demonstrated her 

innovative methods of treating polio anywhere, anytime. When war broke out over the 

world, she became a nurse on a troop transport ship and turned her innovative talents to 

inventing a transport stretcher for moving wounded men without jolting. Another much 

appreciated invention of Sister Kenny’s was a camp –like device to keep the bunks of the 

injured men aboard a rolling transport ship steady. Later, the royalties from these 

inventions helped her to live while she went on with her crusade on behalf of polio 

stricken children. 

Sister Kenny Expands Her Crusade to the United States 

After World War I, Sister Kenny returned to Queensland and set up a clinic. Her repeated 

success in her battle against polio won her recognition throughout Australia and the 

government supported Kenny clinics in eight large hospitals. In Queensland, where the 

first Kenny clinic was founded, the citizens dedicated an Elizabeth Kenny Park. There, in 

a grove of trees, the townspeople built a home for the sister when she came home to rest. 

To the Australian children, the Sister was hero and a friend and in Queensland schools, 

the day was always begun with a prayer for Sister Kenny. 

With her work in Australia well established and several young student nurses well versed 

in the Kenny method, Sister Kenny was anxious to expand her crusade. She felt that she 

http://www.teachspace.org/personal/research/poliostory/sisterkenny.html
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could be of help in the United States and Canada which together had more cases of polio 

than the rest of the world combined. 

Sister Kenny wanted her campaign in the United States and Canada to have scientific 

sponsorship, so she waited until that sponsorship came. That happened in 1940, when one 

of the chief surgeons of the Mayo Clinic invited Sister Kenny to demonstrate her methods 

at the University of Minnesota Medical School and at the Minneapolis General Hospital. 

The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis would underwrite the cost of the 

technical work and the assistant nurses. Sister Kenny felt that this was a green light and 

she and her devoted staff traveled to the United States. 

Sister Kenny Organizes the Sister Kenny Institute in Minneapolis, Minnesota 

In Minneapolis, and in Little Rock, Arkansas, during an epidemic and in many other 

centers Nurse Kenny produced remarkable results. About 80 percent of her patients 

recovered completely. These results were enough to convince laymen, but doctors still 

asked pointed questions. They interrogated Sister Kenny most about the use of her active 

exercise program. They admitted that she could persuade children to make their ailing 

arms and legs move, but they attributed this to her strong personality. More than one of 

her critics suggested that she hypnotized the children into moving. Another person might 

not be able to do this and a treatment to be effective must be effective in the hands of any 

trained person. 

To answer this criticism, Sister Kenny turned to the records of the Australian clinical 

nurses trained in her methods. They had been as successful as Sister Kenny herself. They 

had to undergo a stiff, two year course in the Kenny method, but once trained they 

practiced on their own. Sister Kenny felt it would benefit hundreds of young American 

nurses to take the same training course. In 1942, she organized the Elizabeth Kenny 

institute in Minneapolis for the purpose of spreading her methods throughout the United 

States and she served as its director until 1949, when she became a consultant. 

Hollywood Makes a Movie About Sister Kenny's Life 

In order to establish a broader public base, Sister Kenny agreed to let Hollywood make a 

film about her life, but with two stipulations. She insisted that none of the facts would be 

distorted and that Rosalind Russell must play the part of Sister Kenny. Sister Kenny 

believed that Miss Russell could best portray the vigorous common sense of the youthful 

Elizabeth Kenny without glamour or over sophistication. Before the picture went into 

production, Sister Kenny conferred at length with the producer, director, and star. Their 

sympathetic understanding made her feel that the movie would be a force for good. 

Hollywood released Sister Kenny in 1946 and Rosalind Russell earned an academy award 

nomination for her work in the film. 

The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis Recognizes Her Work 

Sister Kenny carried on her crusade against polio. Her methods also aroused controversy 

among some American doctors, but the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 

recognized her work. She felt that she was still operating within the medical cooperation 

that she considered so necessary. 

When she died in 1952, Sister Elizabeth Kenny’s friends the world over mourned the 

passing of a friend and a healer. 
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Chapter Five 

Women of Strong Will 

 

Fanny Campbell Pirate, Freed Her Fiancé and Fought the British 

Fanny Campbell lived in eighteenth century Lynn, Massachusetts, at a time when women 

were supposed to be traditional wives, mothers, and helpmates. Fanny did not meet the 

expectations of her society. She shot sharpshooter style, rode horseback exceedingly well 

and she dreamed of going to sea. 

Fanny's Childhood Sweetheart, William Lovell, is a Sailor 

In one respect, Fanny Campbell did follow tradition. She had a childhood sweetheart 

named William Lovell, who loved the sea as much as she did. William became sailor and 

after his first voyage, he asked Fanny to marry him, even promising to give up the sea for 

her sake. Fanny didn’t want William to give up the sea. In fact, she enjoyed hearing his 

seafaring tales so much that she constantly dreamed of going to sea herself. She told 

William that she would marry him when he returned from his second voyage. 

Fanny Becomes a Sailor and Leads a Mutiny 

William’s second voyage didn’t go smoothly. In fact, he almost didn’t return from his 

second voyage. In 1775, the Captain and crew of the British ship the Constance seized 

William Lovell and ten other Americans, put them in irons, and set sail for Cuba. Instead 

of weeping and wringing her hands, William’s fiancé Fanny Campbell decided to get her 

William out of prison. She disguised herself as a man, calling herself Channing, and 

signed on the Constance as a deckhand. 

Channing soon discovered that the Captain and his first mate weren’t very popular with 

the crew. When Channing heard the rumor that the Captain was planning to take the 

entire crew to England to be impressed into the British Navy, she did everything she 

could to spread that rumor. Channing led a successful mutiny and became commander of 

the Constance. Now she and her crew were pirates. 

Fanny Rescues William and Captures the British Bark George 

A few days later as the Constance continued her voyage to Cuba, she ran into the British 

bark the George. The captain of the George sensed undertones of something wrong 

aboard the Constance, and opened fire on her. However, the British captain greatly 

underestimated Channing’s leadership abilities. Despite the superior fire power of the 

George, he lost the battle. The George became the prize of the Constance and the two 

ships sailed on to Cuba together. 

Fanny, alias Channing, freed her fiancé William and ten other jailed Americans. The 

engaged couple enjoyed a happy reunion at sea, but Fanny made William promise not to 

tell anyone else that ―Captain Channing‖ would be married when they went ashore. 

The Constance and George Turn Privateer 

http://www.navyandmarine.org/ondeck/1800seawomen.htm
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Back on the high seas after their stop in Cuba, Captain Channing and her two ships, the 

Constance and the George, captured a British sloop-of-war and the British sailors 

informed them that Great Britain and the American colonies were at war. 

Now the Constance and the George and her sailors had the chance to become privateers 

in the service of the Americans. Led by the brave Captain Channing, all but four sailors 

from the Constance and the George cast their lots with the Americans. Only a few of the 

sailors, including William, knew about Captain Channing’s real gender. 

Privateers, Including Fanny Campbell, Helped Win the American Revolution 

Privateers were licensed by their governments to attack enemy shipping and women were 

occasionally in command or in the crew. Privateers in the American Revolution tended to 

do better than the American Navy. Figures from Pirates & Patriots of the Revolution and 

America’s Maritime Heritage indicate that 1,697 ships were privateers during the 

American Revolution. Privateers captured 2,283 enemy ships and enemy ships captured 

1,323 privateers. Fanny Campbell was one of the few women privateers and one of the 

first to fight against the British during the American Revolution. 

Fanny Marries William, but Still Shoots, Rides, and Sails 

The Constance and the George sailed back to Massachusetts, but they had to put in at 

Marblehead because British troops had occupied Boston. Fanny Campbell and William 

Lovell traveled home to Lynn. They were married there and also had the papers drawn up 

that commissioned them as privateers. 

William privateered throughout the Revolutionary War, but Fanny stayed home to care 

for their children. Between her domestic duties, she continued to shoot, ride, and practice 

her sailing. Legend has it that some of her children ignored the cutlass in their mother’s 

closet and others pointed it out with pride. 
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Clara Ward Chimay - Gilded Age Princess 

 

Princess Chimay successfully conquered her Gilded Age world by defying convention 

and living by her own rules, but it also conquered her before its gilt and splendor faded 

into the grim gray trenches of World War I. 

People reacted to Clara Ward, Princess Chimay de Caraman, in ways as numerous as her 

dresses. Some people called her a ―poor little rich girl.‖ Some people thought she was 

scandalous, and others declared her a suffragette because she defied convention and lived 

according to her own rules. 

The Gilded Age Transforms Belgium and America 

Tremendous changes took place in the European and American worlds of Clara Ward 

Chimay during her lifetime. Some of the changes she could control, but many spun out of 

control, dragging her life along with them. During the late 1890s the details of her life 

played out in both the society and gossip columns in two continents. She was widely 

known, envied and admired, desired and reviled. By the time Clara died in 1916, the 

world she had so successfully conquered and that had somersaulted on its axis and 

conquered her had died as well. 

Between 1865 and 1900, Belgium transformed itself socially and economically. In 1892, 

the Belgian league for Women’s Rights was established, aiming at achieving women’s 

suffrage. Between 1896 and1905, the new port of Zeebrugge was constructed and in 1910, 

another World Exposition was held in Brussels. Just before World War I, Belgium ranked 

sixth in world trade, higher than the Russian Empire. 

King Leopold II was the king of the Belgium from 1865 to 1909. He led the first 

European efforts to develop the Congo River basin, creating the Congo Free State in 

1885. Belgium annexed it as the Belgian Congo. in 1908. History would judge Leopold II 

as particularly brutal ruler of the Congo. International gossip had it that his involvement 

with his cousin’s wife, Clara Ward Chimay, ended the Chimay marriage. 

Clara's Father, Eber B. Ward, Shapes the Gilded Age Economy 

In the United States, Mark Twain and Richard Henry Dana dubbed the period between 

1865 and 1920 the "Gilded Age," because of its outward glitz and glitter and the rise of 

corporate capitalism. A modern industrial American economy emerged in America 

during the Gilded Age and Eber Brock Ward was one of the leading industrialists of that 

economy. Manufacturer Eber Ward of Detroit, called "The King of the Lakes," was 

reportedly the wealthiest man in Michigan. At his death in 1875, his property in Michigan 

alone was valued at more than $3 million. 

Clara, Ward was born in June 17, 1873, in Detroit, Michigan. Clara was the daughter of 

Eber Brock Ward and his young second wife Catherine Lyons Ward. In 1890 when she 

http://ludingtonmichigan.net/history/Article-059.htm
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was 17, Clara Ward met Joseph de Riquet, 19th Prince de Chimay, Prince de Caraman, in 

Niece,France. Prince Joseph was a member of the Chamber of Representatives in 

Belgium and a cousin of Belgian King Leopold II. Born in Paris on July 4, 1858, Prince 

de Chimay was 15 years older than Clara Ward, quite poor, and some thought not very 

handsome. The Prince's weak points didn't seem to matter much to Clara, because they 

were married in Paris by the Papal Nuncio on May 19, 1890. Clara received a $2.5 

million marriage settlement from her father's estate. . 

The Prince and Princess Chimay de Caraman settled down in the Chateau of Chimay, 

which is located in the county of Hainaut, Belgium, near the French border. The holder of 

the title "Prince" did so rightfully, and possessed a long and proper noble pedigree. The 

title was of the type of the old French monarchy, in which "Prince" is a rank, rather than a 

method showing the degree of relationship to the crown. The wife of that sort of prince 

becomes a "Princess", and so Clara became, quite legitimately, a European princess. 

Clara Chimay Quits the Prince 

Some versions of her story say that Princess Clara soon became bored with life in the 

little village of Chimay and she supposedly threw gold coins from the battlements of her 

chateau to watch the villagers fight for them. The Chimays had a daughter, Countess 

Marie, born in 1891, and a son, Joseph, born in 1895, who would have succeeded his 

father if he hadn’t died unwed in 1920 at the age of 25. 

Clara, beautiful princess Chimay, attracted the attention of her husband’s cousin, King 

Leopold II and the newspapers of the day and international gossip spoke of an illicit 

affair. Princess Clara wrote a letter that was read at her divorce hearing in which she said, 

―I am going to quit the prince for fear of a scandal, perhaps of a tragedy.‖ 

Clara gave her husband more tangible reason for a divorce than rumors of an affair with 

his cousin King Leopold II. In 1896, the Prince and Princess Chimay were dining in a 

Paris restaurant, when a Hungarian violinist played them some dinner music. According 

to contemporary reports, Rigo Jancsi was a gypsy violinist with some charisma, at least 

enough for Princess Chimay to become infatuated with him. A few weeks later, the 

Princess and the violinist eloped from Chateau Chimay. when she was just seventeen. 

The Prince was a member of the Chamber of Representatives in Belgium and a cousin of 

Belgian King Leopold II. He was 15 years older than Clara, and international gossips 

whispered that the Prince also was poor and not very handsome. Clara ignored his 

shortcomings and married him anyway. The Papal Nuncio married the couple in Paris on 

May 19, 1890. Eber Brock Ward had died in 1875, and Clara received a $2.5 million 

dollar marriage settlement from her father's estate. 

The Prince and Princess Settle at the Chateau of Chimay 

The Prince and Princess Chimay de Caraman settled down in the Chateau of Chimay, 

which is located in the county of Hainaut, Belgium, near the French border. Princess 

Clara caught the roving eye of King Leopold II of Belgium and gossips whispered that 

they had an affair. One night in 1896, the Prince and Princess Chimay were dining in a 

Paris restaurant and a Hungarian violinist, Rigo Jancsi, played dinner music for them. 

Princess Clara became infatuated with Jancsi and eloped with him from the Chateau 

Chamay a few weeks later. 
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The Prince and the Princess Chimay were divorced on January 19-20, 1897. The Belgian 

Court ordered the princess to pay the prince an allowance for the upkeep of their children 

and she was allowed to see them once a month in the company of a member of the de 

Caraman family. According to the New York Times version of the divorce story, Princess 

Chimay ―enjoyed a gay and scandalous career which gossips compared to that of Lola 

Montez.‖ 

Clara Sings on the Hungarian Stage and plays at the Folies Bergeres 

Clara married Jancsi in 1898 and by the early 1900s, they were Hungary’s beautiful 

couple, often requiring police protection from the crowds surrounding them. Rigo 

insisted that the night he first saw Princess Clara, ―she turned from King Leopold to smile 

at me.‖ Clara give Rigo a $5,000 violin and caskets of jewels, plus a $500 a month 

allowance. Some newspaper accounts report that she sang on the Budapest stage while 

Rigo accompanied her. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner illuminated Princess Clara's life at this time when she wrote about 

the elegance of Maxim's in Paris,"Few society ladies would have dared to be seen within 

the art nouveau interior of that naughty place, with some emancipated exceptions such as 

Princesse Caraman-Chimay, nee Clara Ward from Detroit, Michigan, who eventually ran 

away with the violinist Rigo and appeared at the Folies Bergeres in pink tights and a 

series of "Plastic Poses." 

Henri Toulouse-Lautrec made a lithograph of Clara and Rigo in 1897, which he called 

"Idylle Prinbciere." She was photographed and featured on many post cards, and Kaiser 

Wilhelm II is said to have banished her photograph from Germany because he thought 

her beauty was "disturbing." 

Clara Dies Wealthy and Alone 

Clara divorced Rigo in 1911 and shortly after that married Peppino Ricciardio who is 

believed to be a waiter that she met on a train. That marriage lasted only a short time and 

her next and last husband was Signore Cassalota. Clara met Cassalota, who managed the 

little Italian railroad that helped visitors tour Mount Vesuvius, when she rode his train. 

Clara was still married to Signore Cassalota when she died at her villa in Padua, Italy, on 

December 9, 1916. Cassalota was the one who notified her family in Michigan of her 

death because she had been estranged from her mother for years. Clara's estate of $1.2 

million dollars was divided into trust funds and left to her son, Joseph, her daughter, 

Marie, and her last husband, with a small bequest going to a cousin in Chicago. 

A final rumor about Clara's life had it that she died a pauper with nothing left except a 

few jewels. The American Consul at Venice dispelled that rumor. He said that when she 

died she occupied the best suite at the Hotel Stella d'Oro and during her sickness expert 

physicians tended her. The American Consul said, "Everything that money and medical 

science could do in her last illness was done. Her funeral was elaborate and costly." 

Despite her marriages and her money, Clara Ward Chimay died at 43,much as she had 

lived - alone in a crowd of people. 
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Prince Chimay Finally Remarries 

Prince Chimay waited to remarry until four years afer Clara died. In 1920, he married a 

French woman who had been only a few months old when he and Clara were married. 

The Prince and the new princess had another son, Prince Joseph, born in 1921 who 

succeeded his father as 20th Prince, but became an American citizen and renounced his 

titles. 

Prince Chimay died July 25, 1937. 
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Chapter Six 

Women Far Away From Home 

 

 

Veronica Frank wasn't famous like her contemporaries Harriet Beecher Stowe or Louisa 

May Alcott, but her life symbolizes the courage and resilience of immigrant women. 

During the 1850s, the immigrant trade to Milwaukee grew like the yeast in the new kinds 

of beer German immigrants brewed in the city. Almost 1.4 million Germans entered the 

United States between 1840 and 1860, making up about one third of all immigrants in 

these decades. Veronica Kerler Frank’s life in Milwaukee, Wisconsin illuminates the 

difficult adjustments that immigrant women had to make in their new country. 

Veronica is Lonely, but Finds Comfort in Her Music 

In 1849, John Kerler Sr., Veronica’s father, immigrated to Milwaukee from Memmingen, 

Germany, with his two daughters and three sons. Veronica then was 21 years old, the 

same age as her stepsister, Regina. Veronica's brother Edward was 22, Louis 19, and 

Herman was 10 years old. John Kerler Sr. bought a farm in Greenfield, about 2 ½ hours 

by horse and wagon from Milwaukee. 

Life on the farm proved to be lonely for Veronica, even though she and her family had 

plenty of work to do. Eventually, Veronica became more accustomed to America. Music 

in the form of her portable organ provided her some comfort and she played every 

Sunday in the Greenfield Church that her father founded. 

A Handsome, Blond Stranger Walks out to the Farm 

Then in June 1852, a handsome blond, stranger walked out to the Kerler farm from 

Milwaukee and changed Veronica's life. August Frank came to Milwaukee in June of 

1852, planning to open a dry goods business. He walked out to the Greenfield farm to 

find a place to stay while in Milwaukee and to investigate the possibility of marrying 

Veronica or her sister Regina. 

August and Veronica fell in love and they were married on July 18, 1852, in Greenfield. 

She wore a black wedding dress, a long white shawl and a myrtle wreath in her hair. 

Veronica reported that August wore his good black pants and coat which he had brought 

from Germany, but had to have it taken in to about half its size. She wrote to pastor John 

Henry Frank, August's father in Germany, ―My bridegroom pleased me very much with 

his nice blond beard.‖ 

The day after their marriage, August and Veronica Frank drove their horse and buggy 

into Milwaukee where August owned a dry goods store on Market Square. August and 

Veronica lived in the rooms above the store. 

Married Life in Milwaukee 

Between 1853, with the birth of their first son John Henry, and 1864, with the birth of 

their only daughter Anna Veronica, August and Veronica Frank had eight children. Only 

http://www.genealogy.com/genealogy/users/l/i/n/Judy-Lindquist/index.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=nt3wUKLDQt0C&pg=PA87&lpg=PA87&dq=frank+kerler+letters&source=bl&ots=OAlRZViLaq&sig=Di-dmaCSx_uc9QL1jElIHZ617UU&hl=en&ei=ywqhS_q7OYzANr-06a0M&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=6&ved=0CBMQ6AEwBQ
http://books.google.com/books?id=nt3wUKLDQt0C&pg=PA87&lpg=PA87&dq=frank+kerler+letters&source=bl&ots=OAlRZViLaq&sig=Di-dmaCSx_uc9QL1jElIHZ617UU&hl=en&ei=ywqhS_q7OYzANr-06a0M&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=6&ved=0CBMQ6AEwBQ
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John Henry, Louis Frederick, August Carl and Herman Otto grew to adulthood. Two of 

their sons, both named August, died in infancy and their son Otto, died of complications 

of what Veronica called ―teething.‖ 

In 1855 August bought a bigger house with a garden on three sides to meet the needs of 

his expanding family. According to Veronica the house was a two story frame house with 

a parlor, living room, bedroom and summer kitchen. In the kitchen Veronica had a pump 

with purified rain water which the family used for drinking. Next to the stove was an 

oven in which Veronica baked rye and white bread every week. Underneath was a roomy 

cellar. Next to the house was a flower garden and behind it a large vegetable garden. 

Veronica was very pleased with the house because she felt it was safe for her children, 

since it sat away from the street. 

In 1862, Veronica gave birth to another boy that she and August named Herman Otto. 

August wrote to his father that Veronica suffered from lung trouble. Veronica’s lung 

trouble continued into 1863. In July 1863, Veronica wrote to Pastor Frank that her 

children were doing well. John advanced in school and so did Louis. ―Gusti has nothing 

to do but to smash a few windows every week, pull off flowers, etc. The baby is the best 

one so far, and he cannot play any bad pranks yet…‖ 

Buried Far Away from Memmingen, but at Home 

In the summer of 1864, Veronica again stayed in Greenfield, enjoying the country air and 

improving in health. August usually visited her twice a week and other friends and 

neighbors drove out to the farm from Milwaukee. Often on Sunday afternoons the entire 

Frank-Kerler families, about 23 people in all, would congregate there in the open under 

the trees. They joked, talked politics, swapped stories about farming, and laughed. One 

Sunday, Veronica announced that she would have another baby in November and it was 

sure to be a girl this time! 

When Anna Veronica Frank was born on November 27, 1864, Veronica finally had the 

girl she had wished for so many years as well as a namesake. But her baby girl, Anna 

Veronica died on December 5 and her mother, Veronica, died on December 6, 1864. 

Veronica Frank is buried with Anna Veronica in Forest Home Cemetery in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. She lived a quiet, ordinary life that historians don’t deem ―significant‖, but 

she was one of countless ordinary immigrant women who created the backbone of 

America. 
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Geneva Hubbell Marries Earnest Carlburg in China 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Presbyterian, Methodist, Wesleyan, Baptists and 

other ecumenical women’s hands pieced missionary quilts with loving zeal. The vast 

country of China itself resembled patchwork quilt with checkered squares of mountains, 

rivers, and lush green valleys. 

Geneva Hubbell Leaves Union City, Pennsylvania, for China 

The quilts symbolized and warmed missionaries like Geneva Hubbell Carlburg and her 

husband Ernest of the China Inland Mission who devoted their lives to serving in China. 

Ernest and Geneva Carlburg came from a small town in northwestern Pennsylvania called 

Union City. 

In September of 1930, Geneva traveled to Vancouver, British Columbia and on Thursday, 

September 18, 1930, she sailed from Vancouver for Shanghai, China. She spent the 

winter at Yanchow, China, studying the Chinese language to further equip herself for the 

mission work. Her future husband Ernest Carlburg also arrived in China the same year. 

Geneva Hubbell Travels to Siho 

In January 1932, Geneva began her second year of work in China stationed in Siho where 

she expected to serve for some time. She described her journey through the mountain 

passes leading to Kansu, where she and her party were accosted by soldiers at the first of 

the passes. They demanded a price for the safe arrival of the missionaries, but Geneva 

reported ―Our Father had provided for this need for we had a passport from a military 

leader that protected us from these evil men.‖ 

Geneva’s future husband, Ernest W. Carlburg, also wrote letters home. In October 1932, 

he wrote about having the ―delight of meeting Miss Hubbell and there we spent a very 

happy week together. I am sure that by this time you will have heard that we are engaged. 

And want now I want to take the opportunity of inviting you and any of the rest of the 

gang you can pick up to come out for the wedding in January 1933.‖ 

Geneva Hubbell Marries Ernest Carlburg 

On January 25, 1933, Geneva Hubbell of Union City, Pennsylvania, and Siho, Kansu, 

and Ernest Carlburg of Union City, Pennsylvania, and Kankuh, Kansu were married. The 

ceremony was performed in the guest room of the Ti Hsia Tang under an evergreen arch 

that Mac Phillips borrowed from the nearby Temple grounds at great risk. The ceremony 

began at noon. Ernest Carlburg took his place wearing a black watered silk ma-kua 

(jacket) over a blue gabardine gown, and other garments of gray sateen bound by black 

sateen tai-tsi, (white sox) and black velvet shoes. 

Reverend Reuben Gustaffson of the Scandinavian Alliance Mission of North America, 

officiated at the ceremony. He and his wife had traveled across the perilous mountain 

trail from Lungchow, Shensi, five days distant to preside at the wedding. He wore a navy 

blue foreign suit that covered his six feet two inch frame well. 

http://www.faqs.org/people-search/carlburg/
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The Bride Wears a Bright Blue Silk Chinese Gown 

The guests sat around with Syd Walker and his bridge Mildred, newly returned from 

Shanghai who had come across with Reverend and Mrs. Gustaffson. Sister Ruth Benson 

and Harriette Barnard assisted the bride and Lillian Phillips played the organ. Richard 

Phillips was chosen to be the ring bearer, but pleaded illness at the last moment. 

Lillian Phillips struck up the wedding march from Lohengrin. During the last stanza, the 

bride appeared. Her crown of red hair harmoniously contrasted with a bright blue silk 

Chinese gown. She was supported by her bridesmaid, Betty Bain, who was wearing a 

gray silk dress. The bride walked over and stood by her groom. Esther Gustafson sang a 

solo, ―I Will Never Leave Thee.‖ 

Ice Cream with Wild Strawberries for Wedding Dinner Desert 

Passages from the Book of Proverbs describing the ideal wife were read and then the 

wedding ceremony according to Episcopal form was performed. Two hymns, ―Let Me 

Come Closer to Thee Lord Jesus,‖ and ―Light That Grows Not Pale‖, followed. Mac 

Phillips closed with prayer and the bride groom kissed the bride. Congratulations and a 

―sit around‖ wedding breakfast followed. The meal was crowned by dishes of ice cream 

with wild strawberries. 

That afternoon, the friends of the bride and groom gave them a ―shower‖ that provided 

the bride’s kitchen with dishes and linen. Ernest and Geneva spent two weeks with the 

Phillips in Tsinchow after the wedding, and then they traveled to Siho. 

For the remainder of their twenty years in China, the Carlburgs and their family (they 

would eventually have three sons, Herbert, Clifford, and Gordon) faced the menace of the 

Communists in China. Despite the challenges she faced Geneva persevered, and she and 

Ernest ministered to the Chinese for over twenty years. 

Wheaton, Illinois and Taiwan 

In 1953, the Carlburgs left China to operate a home for the children of the China Inland 

mission in Wheaton, Illinois. The Carlbugs lived in Wheaton, Illinois for twelve years 

and then Ernest and Gen Eva returned to the Orient for a four year term of work in 

Taiwan and served until the late 1960s. 

Through all of her years in China and Taiwan, Geneva smoothed home pieced missionary 

quilts on stove top and straw beds. Even in their retirement home in Wheaton, Illinois, 

she and Ernest treasured the quilts that the Baptist and Presbyterian missionary society 

women in Union City had sent to them. 

Ernest died in 1986 at age 81 and Geneva in 1994 at age 90. 
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Chapter Seven 

Women As Survivors 

 

Virginia Graham Pioneered in Early Television and Survived Cancer 

Virginia Graham often remarked that she had been reborn in 1951, although her original 

birth had occurred on July 4, 1913. 

Virginia Graham Survives Cancer 

In the spring of 1951, during a routine medical examination, doctors discovered that she 

had cervical cancer. She entered a hospital immediately and the doctors told her that she 

had just a slim chance for survival. Then according to Virginia, something happened to 

change her whole life. She said that she prayed and ― I knew right then that I’d pull 

through and I did.‖ She spent the rest of her life working for charity and maintaining her 

sense of humor. 

Virginia had already lived a busy life before her cancer caused her to rethink it. She was 

born in Chicago on July 4, 1913, to David S. and Bessie J. Komiss. Her father, David, 

owned a chain of women's clothing stores. "He was a deeply religious man and used to 

read me Bible stories when I was a little girl. He was interested in music and art and we 

used to go to concerts and museums together," she recalled. 

Virginia Moves to New York and Forges a Career 

In 1931, when she was 18, Virginia graduated from the University of Chicago with a BA 

in anthropology. After her graduation, Virginia worked as a model and in advertising, but 

her main interest still remained in writing. 

She enrolled at Northwestern University in the speech and journalism program, but 

interrupted her graduate work by moving to New York and marrying Harry William 

Guttenberg on May 2, 1935. Harry Guttenberg was a theatrical costumer and president of 

Louis Guttenberg and Son, the oldest theatrical costume company in the United States. 

After her daughter Lynn Karen’s birth, Virginia worked for WMCA, a local New York 

radio station in 1936 as a script writer. She wrote the first dramatic commercials ever 

used on radio and did ghost writing for singing star Mae Murray’s ―Advice to the 

Lovelorn‖ column. 

Just before World War II, Virginia left WMCA to join the American Red Cross 

Voluntary Services. She earned the rank of master sergeant in the motor crops and also 

served as a Gray Lady and a first aid instructor. For her wartime Red Cross activities, she 

received a citation from the Colonel of Mitchell Field, the Army Air Forces base on Long 

Island. 

Charity Benefits and Replacing Margaret Truman 

In 1947, Virginia was one of the fourteen women who founded the Cerebral Palsy 

Foundation and she visited almost every state in the United States doing telethons to raise 

money for charities. She did at least 100 free benefits a year at luncheons and dinners in 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0334344/bio
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New York and New Jersey and raised more money for charity than anyone else in the 

country. She worked for the Heart Association in Chicago, the American Cancer Society, 

Multiple Sclerosis and the Arthritis and Rheumatism Foundations.. 

Because of her charity telethons and her story being featured on NBC TV’s ―This Is Your 

Life‖ in February, 1956, Virginia came to the attention of NBC executives who were 

looking for a replacement for Margaret Truman on ―Weekday.‖ This was a daytime radio 

variety show that lasted three and three quarter hours from Monday through Friday. 

Virginia was hostess from February to July of 1956, and was friendly warm, and 

enthusiastic in her interest in people. ―The thing that has occurred to me more and more 

over the years is the great similarities in people, regardless of their titles and position in 

life,‖ she said. 

Television Hostess and "Girl Talk" 

For two decades she presided over television talk shows including "Food for Thought" 

from 1956-1961; "Girl Talk from 1963-1969 and "The Virginia Graham Show" from 

1970-1972. 

'Girl Talk' was enormously successful. In its heyday it drew an average audience of 2 

million who tuned in five days a week to watch Miss Graham interview the most 

celebrated women of the day, including Olivia de Havilland, Pearl S. Buck, Gloria 

Swanson, Louise Rainer, Ilka Chase, Cornelia Otis Skinner, Marian Javits, Hermione 

Gingold, Barbara Walters, Phyllis Diller and Joan Rivers. 

In the early days of television Virginia frequently appeared on Jack Paar's "Tonight" 

show and substituted as host on "Strike It Rich" and "The Big Payoff." She also appeared 

on the "Roseanne," "Rosie O'Donnell" and "Tom Snyder" shows. 

Best Selling Author and Lasting Sense of Humor 

After her husband Harry died of kidney disease in 1980, Virginia wrote a best selling 

book called Life After Harry: My Adventures in Widowhood. Virginia died on December 

22, 1998,in New York at age 86. No matter what life challenges she faced, she 

maintained her sense of humor, "If you can laugh, you can get through anything," she 

said. 
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Mary Humphreys Stamps Helps Reconstruct The South 

After the War between the States ended, the South desperately needed educators to 

prepare its students and older people for the transition from a plantation to an industrial 

economy. Although she was a strong individual in her own right, Mrs. Mary Humphreys 

Stamps personified the kind of woman teacher that rose from the ashes of the defeated 

South and built a strong new region. 

Mary Humphreys of Mississippi 

Mary Elizabeth Humphreys Stamps was the daughter of Benjamin G. Humphreys of 

Claiborne County, Mississippi. Benjamin was a classmate of Jefferson Davis at West 

Point, and Mary enjoyed a close relationship with him. Benjamin Humphreys became a 

general in the Confederate Army, and in 1865 was elected governor of Mississippi. 

Mary was born in 1835 and her mother died when she was just a few weeks old. Four 

years later, Mary’s father remarried and she had a large family of brothers and sisters to 

look after and play with. She was independent and firm in doing what she thought was 

right. Much to her father's amusement, she taught his slaves to read. 

When she got older, she went to Natchez for the private and exclusive education given to 

young Southern ladies. After she finished school, Mary served the required period of 

belle hood when she spent much of her time on refining her beauty, charm, quickness of 

repartee and solid intellectual gifts. Besides being beautiful and intelligent she had 

practical gifts. She could fit and make any kind of dress that she saw and turn her hand to 

almost any type of practical task. 

Mary Marries Isaac David Stamps, a Nephew of Jefferson Davis 

At age 19 Mary married Isaac Davis Stamps, a nephew of Jefferson Davis. At that time 

Isaac was a prominent young lawyer of Mississippi and they read Blackstone together on 

their honeymoon. The young couple moved to New Orleans so that Isaac could study 

civil law, and after their stay in New Orleans, the Stamps settled at Woodville, 

Mississippi. 

The Civil War erupted six years after the Stamps were married. Mary's father was a 

Colonel the 21st Mississippi and her husband, Isaac, commanded a company in the 

regiment. When her husband and father went off to war, Mary was alone with two little 

girls. She had lost her first child in infancy, and the second, Sallie, died while the Stamps 

were in Vicksburg. She decided to go home to Woodville, and sent her two little girls on 

ahead. Mary resolved to take her dead child's body to Woodville to be buried. She would 

not leave her baby in Vicksburg to an uncertain fate. 

http://books.google.com/books?id=--PSM7qkdbAC&pg=PA76&lpg=PA76&dq=mary+humphreys+stamps&source=bl&ots=yU1-QQ8948&sig=W_fxftvNgkSKUdH0Ltu3Fx0E22o&hl=en&ei=7rSnS6_7FI6yNtCzpeYC&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CAkQ6AEwAA


 

         50  

News came that the Federal fleet was coming up the Mississippi. She heard that one 

steamboat captain was going to risk a trip to New Orleans. She bought passage on his 

boat, taking the coffin of her baby with her. The boat struck a snag, and the passengers 

were hastily transferred to a smaller ship. The captain called her to leave the steamer. She 

reminded him of the small coffin. Finally, the captain relented, and the little coffin was 

carried to the other boat. Mary safely reached Woodville. 

Captain Isaac Stamps is Killed in the Peach Orchard at Gettysburg 

Captain Isaac Stamps had raised his company from among his friends, neighbors and 

relatives in Wilkinson County, Mississippi. There were such strong bonds of kinship and 

friendship between the men that Captain Stamps steadily refused a promotion that would 

separate him from his company. Captain Isaac Stamps died in the Peach Orchard at 

Gettysburg, while leading his company in a charge. His men said that he fell farther 

inside the Federal lines than any other Confederate soldier. 

Two weeks later Mary received news of his death. She had traveled to Richmond to see if 

she could find out what had happened to him. For a moment, she sank under the weight 

of sorrow at losing Isaac as well as their two children. Then she held up her head again 

and struggled to go on. She remembered a promise she had made to him. He asked her 

that if he should fall in the war, his body shouldn't be left among strangers but brought 

back and buried with his own people. Mary rallied from her grief and set out to fulfill this 

last promise she had made to Isaac. She went from one official to another to obtain 

permits, orders, official intermediation. She was turned back from one official door after 

another. 

Mary Brings Isaac Home to Mississippi 

Finally, she succeeded. The Federal authorities shipped her husband's body to Richmond, 

Virginia, under a flag of truce. She started home with Isaac, but west of Montgomery, 

Alabama, the railroads had been destroyed by the raids of the Federal troops. From 

Montgomery Mary traveled with an army wagon and a driver and guard detailed to 

accompany her. She sat proudly beside the flag covered coffin holding her husband's 

body. Sometimes in the long ride to Isaac's family burial ground in Woodville, 

Mississippi, she felt sad and discouraged. Sometimes when they stopped at a house or 

cabin for the night, people didn't want to take them in. They shrank back from the pine 

coffin or were hostile and suspicious of Mary and her guard. Then, she would wrap 

herself in Isaac's military cloak and lie beside his coffin, or outside in any weather. 

Finally they arrived in Woodville and she laid Isaac to rest in his family burial ground.  

Even though Mary Humphreys Stamps had lost her husband and two little girls, she had 

two surviving daughters that she had to support, and her financial condition got worse 

when the Confederacy was defeated. For a while she taught school in Tuskegee, Alabama, 

but she had to struggle to provide for herself and her children. Mary found life without 

Isaac difficult not only financially, but emotionally. 

A Union Solder Visits Mary 

One day she had a visitor who made her smile tenderly through her tears over Isaac. As 

she entered her drawing room, a stranger came to her, bent his knee, and took her hand 

and kissed it. He told her that the night after the battle of Antietam, Captain Stamps, 

http://books.google.com/books?id=EVUiAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA271&lpg=PA271&dq=mary+humphreys+stamps+educator&source=bl&ots=YKTrx_mEar&sig=8a4tfWMRaNakfm7KzACTnH8kUuI&hl=en&ei=D8OnS7SzEoLSMv-8qJMD&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CAkQ6AEwAA
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hearing a wounded soldier groaning, crept out between the lines and found a wounded 

Union soldier. It seemed like the Union Soldier was dying. Captain Stamps brought him 

water, soothed him and made him as comfortable as possible. The Captain was leaving 

when the Union soldier begged him for his name. Captain Stamps gave him his company 

and his regiment. It took years after the war for the Union soldier to trace Mary, but he 

kept looking until he found her. He never ceased to write to her afterward and his 

gratitude never faded. 

Colonel Humphreys is Evicted from the Mississippi Governor's Mansion  

In 1865, Colonel Humphreys was elected Governor of Mississippi. When the state fell 

under reconstruction, military orders ordered him to leave the executive mansion at 

Jackson. His wife and children were ejected with him. Adelbert Ames replaced him. In a 

letter describing the eviction, Mrs. Humphreys wrote: "As I have received reinforcements 

from New Orleans this morning, in the person of Mary Stamps, I think I can hold the 

enemy in check until the Governor comes to our support." 

Colonel Humphreys offered Mary a home with him for her and her children. Although 

they were devoted to each other and she had a loving relationship with her stepmother, 

she refused. Instead, she went to New Orleans to earn a living for her family. For a time 

she ran a boarding and day school which quickly earned a good reputation and an 

increasing enrollment, but it did not earn a great deal of money for Mary. She ran the 

school until 1877, the year that marked the end of carpet-bag rule in Louisiana and the 

installation of Francis T. Nicholls as governor of the state. 

Mary Does Some Education Reconstruction in New Orleans 

With intuitive foresight, Mary Stamps understood that the end of political reconstruction 

meant the beginning of educational reconstruction. She believed the educational work 

had to be done by women in the public schools and for women in them. She applied for 

the position of principal of the Girls' High School in New Orleans and easily outscored 

her rivals in the competitive examination for it. 

The public schools of Louisiana and especially in New Orleans had suffered the ravages 

of war and reconstruction and needed to be rebuilt from the ground up. Mrs. Stamps 

found conditions in the Girls' High School that would have appalled any ordinary woman. 

The administrative standards depended on the whim of the government and the current 

administrator. The school administration needed to be revitalized and liberated. 

Mary Stamps brought the prestige of her name and family, and her social position to her 

new job. She brought the influence o her circle of distinguished friends, including the 

foremost men and women of the South. Most importantly, she brought the force of her 

own character and her personality. She had great beauty but her personal magnetism, her 

rare charm of manner overshadowed it. Her musical voice and the originality, force, and 

humor of her conversation were the things people remembered about her. 

Mary Revitalizes the Reputation of the Girls' High School 

Soon the Girls' High School filled with talented, intelligent and motivated pupils and 

continued to do so as the school's new reputation spread throughout the city. Mary 

believed that discipline should be applied equally to all children and encouraged an 

attitude of cheerfulness and good fellowship. Her motto for chastising students was 
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"Cannon- balls first, small shot afterward." "Daughter" was her term for the punished. 

Her methods earned her the devotion of all of her pupils. 

The character and background of her pupils was another of Mary's concerns. Besides the 

children of the French, Irish, German, and Italian immigrants - the daughters of 

mechanics, fruit sellers, maids, - she had pupils who were the daughters of the defeated 

South. She had to shape this true melting pot of students into disciplined, educated 

graduates. She did such an effective job that many of them graduated and became 

teachers themselves. 

Mary Stamps also organized the public school alumna into an efficient working body for 

further school progress and for the maintenance of standards among teachers. This 

required not only tact and discretion, but firmness and courage. She not only had 

knowledge but the ability to pass it on, not only enthusiasm, but at the same time 

judgment. 

After twenty one years of being principal of the Girls' High School in New Orleans, she 

had to resign because of ill health in 1898. Mary Humphreys Stamps is one of the 

southern women who answered the call of "the public schools are demoralized" after the 

Civil War and changed it to "the public schools are teaching our children." 
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Chapter Eight 

Women In The Political Realm 

 

Suffragettes Battled Anti-Suffragettes As Well As Male Opponents 

Suffragettes sacrificed to win women the political right to vote. They marched, starved, 

and sacrificed relationships for their beliefs. They were shackled, imprisoned, force fed, 

ridiculed, hated and some even died for the right to vote. All through their long suffrage 

struggle, women faced determined and skillfully organized opposition from the male 

establishment. They also had equally determined opposition from their own gender. 

Women who were as wealthy, socially prominent, educated and talented as the 

suffragettes opposed gaining the vote for women. 

Anti-Suffragists Didn’t Want the Right to Vote 

Not every woman in the late 19th and early 20th century campaigned for the right to vote. 

A political movement called Anti-Suffragism sprang up in the late 19th century in 

opposition to the Women’s Suffrage movement. The members of this movement, mostly 

women, campaigned against Women’s Suffrage in the United States. The Anti-Suffrage 

movement was closely linked with ―domestic feminism‖, the belief that women had the 

inherent right to be completely free in their own homes. 

In Family Fortunes, their study of the 19th century middle classes, Lenonore Davidoff 

and Catherine Hall argued that ―dependence was at the core of the evangelical Christian 

view of womanhood.‖ 

Throughout the 19th century, women’s lives became more restricted. Reform acts 

deliberately excluded women from voting and owning property. In previous centuries, 

wives had participated in family farms and businesses, but as the 19th century progressed 

homemaking became a vocation. The first duty of a woman became being a good wife 

and mother. 

The Nature and the Role of Women 

Both Suffragists and Anti- suffragists agreed that women were gentler, more nurturing 

and more caring than men but they disagreed about the implications of the nature of 

women. Suffragists believed that women should participate in public life to make the 

world a better place for everyone. Anti-Suffragists argued that women’s femininity and 

motherliness made them unsuited for politics. They argued that "While desiring the 

fullest possible development of the powers, energies, and education of women, we 

believe that their work for the State, and their responsibilities towards it, must always 

differ essentially from those of men." 

Suffragists vs. Anti-Suffragists 

http://books.google.com/books?id=ADzgFQZ2TjYC&printsec=frontcover&dq=family+fortunes+leonore+davidoff+catherine
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Although Suffragists ridiculed them, the Anti-Suffragettes gained significant support 

through public debate, forming leagues and societies, and by advocating their cause 

through hundreds of journals, pamphlets and books. They were never as organized or 

highly visible as the Suffragists, but they did manage to impede the progress of the 

Suffrage Movement through their organizations, publications, and political lobbying. A 

major Anti-Suffrage petition circulated shortly before the First World War contained 

nearly half a million female signatures. 

Anti-Suffragists in New York were especially active. In 1897, the New York State 

Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage was founded and by 1908 it counted more than 

90 members. New York Suffragettes often invited Anti-Suffragists to debate the pros and 

cons of suffrage. The members continuously produced pamphlets and publications 

explaining their views about Women’s Suffrage until the Nineteenth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution passed in 1920. 

Helen Kendrick Johnson became a Leading Anti-Suffragist 

Helen Kendrick Johnson was one of the Anti-Suffragists who vigorously campaigned 

against the Nineteenth Amendment. She was born in Hamilton, New York and her father 

Ashel Clark Kendrick was a Professor of Greek at the University of Rochester. Her 

mother, Anne Elizabeth, died when Helen was seven and she spent much of her 

childhood living with her aunt in Clinton, New York. 

In 1869, Helen married Rossiter Johnson, a newspaper editor, and she began writing 

children’ stories and travel articles. Eventually, she published collections of quotations, 

essays, and in 1908, she published Mythology and Folk Lore of the North American 

Indian. Helen Kendrick and Rossiter Johnson both participated actively in the Anti-

Suffrage cause. 

Helen is an Editor and an Author 

From 1894-1896, Helen became the editor of a small magazine called the American 

Woman’s Journal and discovered the issue of Women’s Suffrage. She said that she had 

no knowledge of suffrage in any of its details, but editing articles in favor of suffrage 

made her examine her own feelings about suffrage. She expressed them by saying, ―I 

cannot see the slightest possibility that through the ballot woman can secure one right 

which she does not at present possess.‖ 

Helen Kendrick Johnson didn’t let her personal opinions stop her from publishing articles 

by Florence Nightingale and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, but they didn’t change her position 

about Women's suffrage. In 1897, Helen published Woman and the Republic, which is 

often considered the best summary of arguments against Women's Suffrage. Helen 

argued that women could attain more legal, economic, and other equality without the vote. 

She said that the women’s role in the home was essential to maintain the America 

Republic. She openly criticized Elizabeth Cady Station’s writing and her work, The 

Woman’s Bible, linking it to radicalism and socialism. 

―Pro-Suffrage Arguments are Illogical and Unworthy” 

She wrote many newspaper articles and pamphlets about Anti-Suffrage. In 1910, she 

founded the Guidon Club, an Anti-Suffragette organization dedicated to the study of 

http://www.history.rochester.edu/class/suffrage/Anti.html
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politics and government and she appeared before many legislative committees in New 

York and Washington, D.C. 

Helen Kendrick Johnson died on January 3, 1917, three years before the Nineteenth 

Amendment giving women the right to vote became law in the United States. She hadn't 

changed her opinion of earlier years when she had said, ―I discovered that most of the 

pro-suffrage arguments were illogical and unworthy. They remain so to this day.‖ 
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Agnes Meyer and Katherine Graham, 

Mother and Daughter Journalists and Activists 

With determination and perseverance, Agnes Ernst Meyer pursued a career when women 

weren’t encouraged to do so and became an influential journalist, philanthropist and 

activist for education. 

Agnes Ernst is the First Woman Reporter at the New York Sun 

The daughter of German immigrants, Agnes was born and educated in New York City. 

She won a scholarship to study mathematics at Barnard College and matriculated over 

her father’s objections, paying for her college education herself through scholarships and 

wages from part time jobs. 

When she was a Barnard senior, Agnes met the young educator John Dewey, and she said 

that he stirred the "seeds of a social conscience" in her that led her to embrace 

educational reform and many other social causes. During her student days at Barnard, 

Agnes became firmly committed to writing, education, and political activism and this 

commitment continued for the rest of her life 

The New York Sun hired Agnes as its first woman reporter after she graduated from 

Barnard in 1907. In the February 1934 issue of the Barnard College Alumnae Magazine, 

Agnes said that the New York Sun had hired her as a joke and that "they sent me to all the 

places where a man would have been thrown out. But it was grand! When my husband 

bought The Washington Post, it gave me no sense of owning the Post, but when I landed 

that job I thought I owned The Sun, and the earth and moon, too." 

Writer Agnes Ernst Marries Banker Eugene Meyer 

In 1908, Agnes began studying at the Sorbonne where she became friends with Gertrude 

Stein and Edward Steichen. Throughout her life, Agnes had a gift for friendship and 

maintained friendships with famous and ordinary people, including Adlai Stevenson and 

Thomas Mann 

On February 13, 1910, the Boston Herald ran the headline "Banker Marries Writer." The 

story underneath the headline said that friends of Eugene Meyer and Agnes Elizabeth 

Ernst were "surprised to learn that the couple had been quietly married yesterday and had 

started on a trip around the world." 

Eugene Meyer was a spectacularly successful investment banker and pioneer in 

investment analysis. He was chairman of the Federal Reserve Board under President 

Herbert Hoover and the first president of the World Bank under President Harry S. 

Truman. He also founded Allied Chemical Company 

Although Agnes scoffed at traditional female roles, she eventually had five children, one 

of them a daughter named Katharine who would one day marry Philip Graham and make 

trailblazing decisions as editor and publisher of the Washington Post. As Agnes pursued 

her intellectual interests and political passions, she also raised Katharine and her four 

other children 

Agnes Becomes and Education Activist 
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In 1917, Eugene Meyer moved his family to Washington, D.C., where he worked in 

several important financial positions within the federal government over the next sixteen 

years. In 1933, when Franklin Delano Roosevelt won the presidency, Eugene Meyer 

bought the struggling Washington Post. True to her career woman tendencies, Agnes 

Meyer often contributed articles that criticized the Works Progress Administration and 

some of the other New Deal programs and she continued to write for the Washington 

Post even after her daughter Katharine became its publisher. 

Over the next forty years. Agnes explored her intellectual and community concerns and 

continued to travel and write about education, social problems, and political issues. 

During World War II, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt appointed Agnes as a 

member of the President’s Commission on Higher Education. In a public speech she 

urged New Yorkers to support federal aid for schools as a national defense strategy. 

The day after her speech, The New York Herald Tribune published a story about her 

remarks, reporting that five million young men were rejected for military service because 

they were educationally or physically handicapped. The story underscored her call for 

change and Agnes herself underscored the importance of education as a defense strategy. 

"We are again undertaking a vast rearmament program – it is obvious that education at all 

levels from the lowest to the highest is essential for the achievement of national defense," 

she said. 

Agnes Meyer is a Social Activist and Tireless Writer 

During World War II, Agnes Meyer traveled through the United States and Britain 

investigating home front conditions and she was dismayed to discover that government 

hadn’t provided basic needs like food and housing for its citizens. She wrote stories 

exploring the problems of veterans, migrant workers, and African Americans, and she 

advocated for integration, expanded social security benefits, and an end to racial 

discrimination. One of her better known quotes concerned the role of Eleanor Roosevelt 

in politics. Agnes said, "It certainly must have been a relief for the women of the country 

to realize that one could be a woman and a lady and yet be thoroughly political." 

Agnes spoke out against Senator Joseph McCarthy and his Communist hunting allies as a 

threat to academic freedom. She wrote literary reviews and lectured on countless college 

campuses. She challenged Americans to become "global citizens" and hoped that 

American children would grow up to be "a composite of citizen and scientist." She 

tirelessly agitated for a Department of Health, Education, and Welfare and federal aid to 

education. By 1960, Agnes had left the Republican Party and registered as a Democrat. 

Throughout the 1960s, Agnes focused her intense energies on improving public education 

and she created and financed the Urban School Corps. She supported the New School for 

Social Research and the Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer Foundation which gave millions of 

dollars to several health and education projects. 

Altogether Agnes wrote hundreds of articles, interviews, speeches, letters and editorials. 

She published two books. Out of These Roots: Journey Through Chaos published in 1944, 

was an anthropological prescription for improving community life and moral education. 

In 1957, she published Education for a New Morality in which she explores the 

http://www.poemhunter.com/quotations/famous.asp?people=Agnes%20E%20Meyer%20
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horrifying possibilities of an atomic world. Her third book, Chance and Destiny sits 

unpublished in her extensive file at the Library of Congress. 

When Agnes died of cancer in 1970, newspapers across the country ran her obituary and 

friends across the country and the world mourned her death. 

Katharine Graham, who her friends and associates called ―Kay‖, advanced from a 

Washington Post reporter to assuming control of the Washington Post in 1963, when her 

husband Philip committed suicide. 

From 1969 to 1979, she was publisher of the Post, and from 1973 to 1991, she was board 

chairman and chief executive officer of the Washington Post Company. She remained 

Chairman of the Executive Committee until her death on July 17, 2001. She steered the 

Washington Post through its intricate coverage of the Pentagon Papers and the Watergate 

scandal and won a Pulitzer Prize for her autobiography, Personal History. 

Katharine Meyer’s Mother was a Noted Journalist, Her Father a Noted Banker 

Born on June 16, 1917, Katharine Meyer enjoyed a privileged childhood. Her father, 

Eugene Meyer, earned a fortune as a financier and later served as Chairman of the 

Federal Reserve Board under President Herbert Hoover and the first president of the 

World Bank when President Harry S. Truman was in office. 

Her mother, Agnes Ernst Meyer, forged a career as a newspaper reporter when very few 

women worked in the profession Both of her parents traveled and socialized extensively, 

often leaving Katharine with nannies, governesses and tutors in their large home in 

Mount Kisco, New York or a smaller one in Washington, D.C. 

While still in high school at the Madeira School, an independent private girl’s school near 

Washington DC, Katharine worked as a copy girl for The Washington Post which her 

father bought at a bankruptcy sale in 1933. She attended Vassar College for two years, 

and then transferred to the University of Chicago where she became interested in labor 

issues and developed friendships with people from all social classes 

Katharine Meyer Marries Philip Graham  

After she graduated from the University of Chicago in 1938, Katharine worked at the San 

Francisco News for almost a year and one of the stories she helped cover was a major 

wharf workers strike. In late 1939, she returned to Washington and joined the 

Washington Post staff, working in both the editorial and circulation departments. 

Another Washington Post staff member introduced her to a group of young profession 

men who lived in a house in Arlington called Hockley Hall. One of the young men was 

Philip Leslie Graham, a recent Harvard Law School graduate who served as a law clerk 

for Supreme Court Justice Stanley Reed in 1939, and for Justice Felix Frankfurter, one of 

his former Harvard professors. Philip Graham and Katharine Meyer discussed life and 

politics at the Hockley group’s social gatherings and they fell in love. 

Katharine and Philip were married on June 5, 1940, and moved into a two story row 

house on 37th Street NW. Eventually, the Grahams had one daughter, Lally Morris 

Graham Weymouth, and three sons, Donald Edward Graham, William Welsh Graham, 

and Stephen Meyer Graham. 
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Philip Graham is a Brilliant, but Troubled Husband  

In 1946, Philip Graham became publisher of the Washington Post and when Eugene 

Meyer died in 1959, Philip Graham took over as Chairman of the Washington Post 

Company. Under Philip Graham's leadership, The Washington Post Company purchased 

television stations and Newsweek Magazine. While running the Washington Post, Philip 

Graham also played a behind the scenes role in politics. President Lyndon Baines 

Johnson credited Philip Graham with the outlines for the Great Society Program , and in 

1960, Philip Graham helped persuade John F. Kennedy to include Johnson on his ticket 

as the vice presidential candidate. 

At this point in his life, Philip Graham was already visibly suffering from the manic 

depression that would haunt him until he died. In 1957, he had a nervous breakdown and 

retired to the family farm in Marshall, Virginia, to recuperate. He returned to work, but 

endured periods when he functioned brilliantly and times when he was morose, erratic, 

and drank heavily. At that time, there were no medications to help moderate his moods 

and his illness. 

Twice, Philip Graham was committed to Chestnut Lodge, a psychiatric hospital in 

Rockville, Maryland. Early in 1963, he left Katharine for a researcher from the 

Newsweek office in Paris, but in June 1963, he broke off the affair and returned home to 

enter Chestnut Lodge for the second time. 

According to Katharine, Philip Graham was "quite noticeably much better," in August of 

1963, and left the hospital for a weekend at their farmhouse. At the farmhouse on August 

3, 1963, Philip killed himself with a shotgun. Katharine Graham found her 48-year-old 

husband in a downstairs bathroom. 

Katharine Graham Takes Over The Washington Post After Her Husband's Death 

After Philip Graham committed suicide, Katharine Graham took over the Washington 

Post Company at a time when most women were masters of their households but their 

responsibilities did not translate into the business world. Within days after her husband’s 

death, Katharine told the board of directors at The Post Company that it would stay in the 

family. 

On September 20, 1963, she assumed the presidency of the company. At the time 

Katharine Graham was the only woman in a position of power at a publishing company, 

and many of her male colleagues and employees were skeptical of her ability to handle 

her position. Later in her memoir, Personal Life, Graham discussed her lack of 

confidence and faith in her own knowledge. ―What I essentially did was to put one foot in 

front of the other, shut my eyes and step off the ledge. The surprise was that I landed on 

my feet,‖ she later said. 

The Washington Post Investigates The Pentagon Papers and Watergate 

Katharine Graham’s assumption of power at the Post and the strong and surging woman’s 

movement of the time changed her attitude and compelled her to promote gender equality 

in her own company. She and Ben Bradlee, managing editor of the Washington Post, 

raised the standards for investigative journalism to unimagined heights. In 1971, the Post 

began to publish parts of what were eventually called the Pentagon Papers, which 

contained supposedly secret information about the United States role in Vietnam since 
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the end of World War II. The United States government tried to stop both the Washington 

Post and the New York Times from publishing the Pentagon Papers, but when the 

Supreme Court heard the cause, it ruled in favor of the newspapers. 

In 1972, Katharine supported the aggressive investigative reporting of Carl Bernstein and 

Bob Woodward when the Washington Post chronicled the story of the Watergate 

burglary, which eventually forced the resignation of President Richard M. Nixon. The 

Washington Post won a Pulitzer Prize for Public Service for its Watergate reporting. 

By the time Katharine Graham stepped down as chief executive of the Washington Post 

in 1991, and as chairman in 1993, the Post Company had expanded into a diversified 

media corporation with newspaper, magazine, television, cable and educational services 

businesses. She was the first women to head a Fortune 500 company and the first woman 

to serve as director of the Associated Press and of the American Newspaper Publishers 

Association. 

Katharine Graham's Personal History Wins a Pulitzer Prize 

In 1997, Katharine published her memoirs, entitled Personal History, which garnered 

praise for her honest portrayal of her husband's mental illness and the insights she 

provided about the changing roles of women over her life time. Personal History won the 

Pulitzer Prize in 1998. 

While Katharine Graham visited Sun Valley, Idaho in 2001, she fell and died three days 

later on July 17, 2001, as a result her head injury. Her funeral was held at the Washington 

National Cathedral and she is buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, across from her former home 

in Georgetown. 

Katharine Graham grew from a wife who felt that her sole purpose in life was to care for 

her husband into a woman of power and influence in the publishing world. She learned 

that as she put it, ―The thing women must do to rise to power is to redefine their 

femininity. Once, power, was considered a masculine attribute. In fact, power has no 

sex.‖ 
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Barbara Rosenkranz Has Alleged Nazi Sympathies 

In the Austrian presidential election of April 2010, Social Democrat President Heinz 

Fischer, 71, won a landslide victory with nearly 80 percent of the vote. 

Exit polls revealed that Barbara Rosenkranz, 51, of the far right wing Austrian Freedom 

Party came in second with 15.5 percent of the vote. She had been criticized for her 

questioning of Austria’s laws against Holocaust denial and calling for lifting a ban on 

voicing neo-Nazi sentiments. 

Barbara Rosenkranz Had Alleged Nazi Sympathies 

Rosenkranz’s alleged Nazi sympathies dominated her campaign which drew protests at 

Freedom Party rallies across Austria. She suggested on television that Austria’s anti-Nazi 

laws should be abolished and later claimed that she made the suggestion because her 

interviewer had been condescending. She also criticized laws making Holocaust denial 

illegal. Her husband Horst Jakob Rosenkranz is a former member of the banned NDP, a 

fundraiser for imprisoned no-Nazis and publisher of the magazine Fakten.  

Some Freedom Party members said that a video of Rosenkranz singing a song praising 

Hitler’s SS that surfaced before the polling stations opened might have influenced the 

election. Her colleague Heinz Christian Strache, leader of the Freedom Party, blamed her 

poor performance on an ―unprecedented media witch hunt against a very good candidate 

and her family.‖ 

She Sings “When Everyone Else Becomes Unfaithful,” a Waffen SS Anthem  

The Austrian Constitution makes it illegal to praise Third Reich-era institutions or 

personalities, and the video featured Barbara Rosenkranz singing ―When Everyone Else 

Becomes Unfaithful‖ at a festival in June 2008. Filmed in 2008, the video could be 

construed as reminiscent of a Nazi party rally, with flaming torches and speeches about 

German beauty and ethnic origins. Rosenkranz’s rendition of the song intensified the 

impression because the Waffen SS had used the song as one of their anthems and 

marching songs. 

The Nazis were hopefully far out of the mainstream of humanity in manufacturing their 

diabolical brand of evil, but they were traditionally human in the sense that they adapted 

traditional customs and songs for their own purposes. The SS Anthem, ―When Everyone 

Else Becomes Unfaithful,‖ is a good example of their adaptation of traditional music. 

The SS Anthem Begins as a French Hunting Song 

The melody to ―When Everyone Else Becomes Unfaithful‖ is a slightly modified form of 

Pour la chasse a all faut etre matineux,‖who hunt will get up early,‖ a French hunting 

song from about 1724. 

Ironically, a German poet, Gottlob Ferdinand Maximilian Gottfried von Schenkendorf 

who was born in East Prussia in 1783 and died in 1817 in Koblenz, wrote the words to 

the song. He fought in the War of Liberation which was a coalition of states including 

Austria, Prussia, Russia, Sweden and the United Kingdom and a number of German 

states, that defeated France and drove Napoleon Bonaparte into exile on Elba between 

1812 and 1814. 
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Gottlob von Schenkendorf Adapts the French Song 

Schenkendorf wrote patriotic songs and ―When Everyone Else Becomes Unfaithful‖ was 

one of them. Originally it was sung to the tune of the Dutch national anthem, Het 

Wilhelmus. During the Napoleonic Wars this was considered unpatriotic and a new tune 

was written. 

Some historical sources say that von Schenkendorf initially wrote the lyrics to ―When 

Everyone Else Becomes Unfaithful‖ as a hymn, and the first stanza could be read as a 

hymn. 

When all become disloyal, I remain loyal 

That always yet on Earth one fighter for you will be 

Companions of my youth, you images of a better time, 

Who sanctified me for manly virtue and loving death. 

Over time, the words in the poem used to describe the object of loyalty and devotion have 

changed. In the old version it seems that the object of attention and affection was God, 

but as Germany unified and became a nation the focus became Germany. 

The Waffen SS Adapts the Song  

It is possible that the SS adapted the last stanza of the song for their own purposes, 

although the Kaiser and the Reich can refer to historical Kaisers and the Holy Roman 

Emperor which existed during the Medieval and Early Modern period which historians 

consider the First Reich, or the rule of Otto von Bismarck which some consider the 

Second Reich. 

You stars are our witnesses, calmly looking down, 

When all brothers fall silent and trust in false idols. 

"I will not break my word, nor to become like these knaves, 

I will preach and speak of the Kaiser and the Reich." 

Barbara Rosenkranz Sings the French, Dutch, German Song 

Barbara Rosencrantz’s singing of the this 18th century hymn turned SS Anthem 

broadcasts refrains from the past like a time traveling microphone. The Nazi party didn’t 

win the majority of German votes in the elections of the 1920s. In 1924 it won only 3 

percent of the vote, and in 1928, only 2.6 percent. It wasn’t until the Great Depression of 

the 1930s that the Nazis won elections by parliamentary means. 

According to the London Times, in the April 2010 Austrian election, the mainstream 

Conservative party, the Austrian People’s Party, and the center-right people’s Party and 

the Greens did not run candidates because they didn’t believe President Fischer could be 

beaten. 

According to the Manchester Guardian, President Fischer gained nearly 80 percent of the 

vote in an election where less than 50 percent of the electorate voted, which was an 

historical low. 

http://forum.axishistory.com/viewtopic.php?f=36&t=115472
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Rudolf Gelbard, a Holocaust survivor from Vienna, said of the numbers: ―it’s such a 

scandal for the country.‖ And Gottlob Ferdinand Maximilian Gottfried von Schenkendorf 

wrote in the song that Barbara Rosenkranz sang. ―When Everyone Else Becomes 

Unfaithful,…..When all brothers fall silent and trust in false idols…‖ 
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Chapter Nine 

Working Women 

 

Mary Fields - Sharp Shooter, Faithful Friend 

 

Mary Fields valued friendship and loyalty enough to uproot her life for them. She also 

toted a gun, drank hard liquor, and made flower bouquets for her baseball team. 

A picture of Stage Coach Mary Fields with a dog at her feet projects the gentle virtues of 

friendship. love, and loyalty, and these virtues motivated Mary throughout her life. The 

gun that she is holding and the myriad of documented sources that say she used it 

frequently and effectively highlights some of the other elements of her personality 

including brashness and courage. 

Born into Slavery, Mary Bonds with Her Friend Sara Therese Dunne 

Mary’s career was as checkered as her personality. She began her life as a slave in 

Arkansas and ended it as a babysitter in Cascade, Montana. In between she worked at a 

convent in Toledo, Ohio, fought a duel and won countless fistfights, drank hard liquor, 

wore men’s clothes, smoked black cigars and delivered mail by stagecoach. She 

overcame the obstacles of being black and female in 19th Century America and served as 

a vital example of the pioneering spirit that settled the West. 

Life for Mary began in 1832 or 1833- she didn’t know exactly which year so she always 

celebrated two birthdays. Accounts of her birth state- some say Arkansas and some say 

Tennessee- and owners differ. 

Some sources say an Arkansas family by the name of Warner owned Mary and one of the 

daughters of the Warner family married a Dunne. Other sources have it that Mary was the 

confidential servant of Judge Dunne, the oldest brother of Sara Therese Dunne, and Mary 

and Sara formed a close relationship. However it happened, Mary became acquainted 

with Sara Therese Dunne and eventually followed Sara to the Ursuline Convent in 

Toledo, Ohio. Sara Therese Dunne ultimately became Mother Amadeus. 

Mary Hurries to Montana to Nurse Mother Amadeus  

By the time Mary Fields stepped off of the train in Toledo, Ohio, in 1878, she stood tall 

and muscled and weighed over 200 pounds. Mary quickly set about making friends and 

carving her niche in convent life. She did laundry, bought supplies, managed the kitchen, 

tended the garden and grounds, and endeared herself to the sisters. Life at the Ursuline 

convent moved along smoothly for Mary until 1884, when Mother Amadeus went west to 

Montana to open a school for Blackfeet Indian girls at St. Peter’s Mission near Cascade, 

Montana. The harsh climate and primitive living conditions at the school took their toll 

on Mother Amadeus’ health and the Ursuline sisters in Toledo received a message that 

Mother Amadeus lay dying in a crude log cabin. 
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Mary Fields hurried to Montana to see her friend. She nursed Mother Amadeus back to 

health and settled in to work. Mary helped build a new stone convent for the sisters and 

after eight years the convent was finally finished and Mary and the sisters moved from 

their log cabins into the convent. Mary hauled the freight for the convent, guiding her 

team through dangers she had not imagined in Toledo. One time a pack of wolves 

frightened her team and they upset her load of supplies into the snow. Mary stood guard 

over them all night. On another trip, a blizzard overtook them and Mary walked herself 

and the team back and forth all night to keep them all from freezing to death. 

Mary Delivers the Mail by Stagecoach  

If Mary had been less brash and hot tempered and frequented the saloons less often, she 

might have spent the rest of her days peacefully at the convent with the nuns that she 

adored and who adored her. Her impetuous nature didn’t allow that to happen. She 

constantly argued with the hired men. In fact, the story goes that she fought a duel with 

one of them. People who didn’t see Mary’s faithful and loyal heart under the bluster and 

swearing complained about her to the territorial bishop and he ordered the sisters to ―send 

that black woman away.‖Mary stormed all the way to Helena to see the Bishop ―to make 

him bring witnesses to swear what they have said against me.‖ Her efforts didn’t soften 

the Bishop’s heart and he removed her from the convent because of her ―sinful life.‖ 

The nuns had to obey the Bishop, so a broken-hearted Mary left the convent. Mother 

Amadeus tried twice to set Mary up in the restaurant business, but Mary’s kind heart 

made her business fail. She continually fed people who couldn’t pay and carried so much 

credit on her books that she couldn’t stay in business. Mother Amadeus, probably behind 

the Bishop’s back, went to the government and convinced them to give Mary the 

stagecoach mail route from Cascade, Montana, to the convent. For eight years 

Stagecoach Mary drove the stage coach mail route, proudly wearing her male clothes, 

smoking her black cigars, and never missing a day of work. 

Mary is the Cascade Baseball Team's Mascot 

In 1903, the Church sent Mother Amadeus to Alaska to found a new mission and 

Stagecoach Mary didn’t have the heart to continue delivering the mail. Mary Fields 

pushed close to 70 when she stopped her mail route to start a laundry business in town, 

but she hadn’t lost her bluster. One day when she sat drinking in a Cascade bar, a man 

came in who owed her a $2.00 laundry bill. She chased him down an alley, caught him, 

and thoroughly punched him. Then she returned to her seat at the bar reporting, ―He 

doesn’t owe me two dollars anymore.‖ 

Mary’s laundry business burned in 1912, and the townspeople donated time, labor, and 

materials to rebuild it and her home. The people of Cascade loved Stagecoach Mary and 

invited her to eat for free at the local hotel. She became the mascot of Cascade’s baseball 

team in her old age. She made buttonhole bouquets for each player with flowers from her 

own garden and full bouquets for the home run hitters. 

In her final years, Stagecoach Mary worked as a babysitter, charging $1.50 a day. She 

spent nearly all of the money she earned buying candy for the children of Cascade. 
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When Stagecoach Mary died in 1914 at the age of either 81 or 82, the townspeople of 

Cascade turned out for her funeral. They buried her at the foot of the mountains near the 

winding road that led to the mission and convent that she had loved so well. 

Sources 

Miller, Robert...The Story of Stagecoach Mary Fields, Silver Burdett Press, 1995. 

Article in Ebony 32 (October 1977), pp.96-98 
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Rose Conway, President Truman’s Secret Weapon 

No man ever had a more loyal secretary and one who knows the score,‖ President 

Truman said of Rose Conway. 

Her opinion of him was remarkably similar. "He’s the perfect boss. He’s a good 

organizer and he never says a cross word to me.‖ 

Rose and her Mother Graduate from the Same College 

Like her famous boss, Rose Conway was a confirmed Midwesterner. She was born in 

Emporia, Kansas, around 1900, and moved to Kansas City with her parents as a baby. 

Her father, Martin Conway, was an engineer on the Rock Island Railroad for 50 years. 

Her mother Margaret Heathery Conway was valedictorian of the first graduating class at 

the Academy of Mt. St. Scholastic College, now a part of Benedictine College in 

Atchison, Kansas.Rose too, graduated from Mt. St. Scholastica and attended business 

school in Kansas City. 

Rose Works for John Vivian Truman for a Decade 

At age 21, she began the secretarial career that took her to the White House. Her first job 

was secretary to one of her uncles, an Oklahoma banker. She learned from her uncle that 

a bank’s business is very confidential and employees should not betray confidences. One 

of Roses’ favorite mottos was ―Never talk shop after office hours.‖ 

For a time Rose worked for an insurance executive and then for ten years as secretary to 

John Vivian Truman, District Director of the Kansas City Area Federal Housing 

Administration. John Vivian told his brother, Harry S. Truman, then a senator, about 

Roses’ efficiency. 

Vice President Truman Asks Rose To Be His Secretary 

In February 1945, after Harry Truman became vice president, he asked Rose to join his 

Washington staff. She reported for duty on March 15, 1945. Less than a month later, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt died. Harry S. Truman became president and he appointed Rose as 

his personal and confidential secretary. 

―The President called me into his office to tell me of my appointment,‖ Rose recalled. 

―He told me to do as I always had done: be yourself and keep your eyes and ears open.‖ 

Rose felt that her appointment as personal secretary to the president was ―the biggest 

thrill of my life.‖ 

Rose Reports for Work at the White House 

Rose reported for work at the White House the day after Franklin Roosevelt was buried at 

Hyde Park. At first things were bewildering, even to her highly skilled and organized 

mind. All that Sunday she coped with a deluge of telegrams and letters pouring in for the 

new President. She also had to type draft after draft of his first message to Congress, 

which was to be delivered the following day. From that hectic beginning day, she typed 

the reading copy of every Presidential speech that Harry S. Truman gave. 

Rose Conway, Keeps Secrets 
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During the course of her day with President Harry Truman, Rose heard many important 

secrets. Once she was away from her desk, she forgot them. Once a reporter asked her if 

she found it difficult to keep secrets. ―What secrets?‖ she asked him with a smile. 

In fact, she was so close-mouthed that among her Washington associates and the 

newspapers, she was known affectionately as ―Zipper Lip.‖ The reporters liked her and 

described her as ―A quiet, efficient, attractive, hard working woman. And she never has 

anything to say – especially about her work.‖ 

Like her boss, Rose Conway had a remarkable memory for dates and events, but she also 

kept meticulous records and she knew exactly where to find everything in the office. 

President Truman was never kept waiting. She also didn’t waste time chatting, and she 

was on the reserved side both in personality and dress. She was probably the most retiring 

of the entire Truman staff. Co workers recall that Rose was of slight build and thin, with 

fine features and a wise look in her hazel eyes. 

Home to Kansas City with the Trumans 

When President Dwight David Eisenhower was inaugurated in January 1953, Rose did 

the wise thing. She packed up the same day and left Washington on the afternoon train 

with Mr. and Mrs. Truman. She went home to Kansas City, but she didn’t have to job 

hunt. The President asked her to continue her position as his secretary and she agreed. In 

Kansas City, Rose managed the Truman office, first in the Federal Reserve Building in 

downtown Kansas City and then at the Truman Library until she retired from there in 

1975. 

Honors and Accolades 

Besides being the perfect secretary, Rose Conway collected a list of honors. She was 

most proud of an honorary doctor of law degree that her Alma Mater, Mt. St. Scholastic 

awarded her in 1949. Other awards she won included ―Woman of Achievement‖ from the 

Kansas City Chapter of Theta Sigma Phi, national honorary for women in journalism and 

the Truman Library Institute made her an honorary member. In 1977 she was declared an 

honorary member of Battery D, 129th Field Artillery – the unit that Captain Harry 

Truman had commanded in World War I. 

On March 17, 1980 Rose died in Kansas City, Missouri, but her important work at the 

Truman Library and the memory of her faith and loyalty endures. 

Sources 

David McCullough, Truman, Simon & Schuster, 1993  

Merle Miller, Plain Speaking: An Oral Biography of Harry S. Truman, 1986. 
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Five Hundred Working Women, The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire 

On Saturday, March 25, 1911, about 500 women and 30 men worked behind locked 

doors of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory which took up the eighth, ninth, and tenth floors 

of the Asch building in New York City. About 180 of the women worked on the eighth 

floor, 250 on the ninth floor, and 70 on the tenth floor. The Asch Building was located on 

the northwest corner of Washington Place and Greene Streets, a block away from 

Washington Square Park. Christened after its owner and builder, Joseph J. Asch, the ten 

story building was completed in 1901 at a cost of about $400,000. 

A Six Day a Week, 12 Hour a Day Work Week 

The women were making shirtwaists. A shirtwaist was a tailored, fitted shirt made of 

lightweight fabric, usually worn with a simple skirt. Advertising pioneer and illustrator 

Charles Dana Gibson drew his Gibson Girl wearing a shirtwaist as the uniform of choice 

for modern women, and shirtwaists were so popular that more and more workers had to 

be employed to insure an ample supply of them. 

Most of the workers were Jewish and Italian immigrants. Many of them couldn’t speak 

English and their employers considered them to be of inferior intelligence. Often, they 

were the sole support of their families and earned about six dollars a week for toiling six 

days a week, 12 hours a day to produce the shirtwaists that were transforming the world 

of women’s fashions. 

"Old Women" and "New Women" 

The immigrant women themselves weren’t part of the transformation in the world of 

women at the turn of the 19th century. Their American sisters played leading roles in the 

drama of women becoming aware of themselves as women. Many American women 

were getting involved in politics, and many were entering the work force. Women’s 

fashions were changing with their changing attitudes and the shirtwaist was a badge 

identifying the ―new woman,‖ even though the ―old women‖ made them. The ―old 

women‖ workers weren’t expected to show the independence of spirit that the ―new 

women‖ did. Their employers expected them to be placid, patient and docile, and they 

were. 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Wasn't Safe 

The workers were so docile that they didn’t question the physical conditions at the 

Triangle Shirtwaist Factory which invited tragedy. It was a loft factory which was a 

common type in the early part of the 20th century. The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory 

wasn’t a safe place to work. The New York City Fire Department had long attempted to 

conduct fire drills at the factory, which it considered a fire trap, but the two managers of 

the factory, Max Black and Isaac Harris, refused to allow fire drills. 

The Washington Place stairs reached only to the 10th floor and the single fire escape in 

the rear of the building went only to the second floor. Underneath the fire escape where it 

ended on the second floor, was a glass skylight from a ground floor extension that jutted 

from the Asch Building into a paved and enclosed courtyard. All of the doors to the Asch 

Building opened inwardly and since Mr. Asch had declared the building to be fire proof, 

http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/narrative1.html
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he hadn’t thought it all necessary to spend the additional $5,000 it would cost to install a 

sprinkler system. 

The Exits Were Dangerously Narrow and the Windows a Hazard 

The long narrow passageways on the eighth and ninth floors that the workers had to pass 

through before they could reach the Greene Street freight elevators and stairs were 

significant hazards to the factory workers. These normally would have been sufficiently 

wide exits, but one of the managers, Mr. Harris, was obsessed with the stealing that 

supposedly went on in the factory. 

He considered this to be such a serious problem that he required all of the workers to 

walk down the passageways one by one and open their purses so the watchman could 

make sure that no shirtwaists or other company property went out of the building. In 

subsequent hearings, Mr. Harris admitted that the amount of thefts totaled less than 

$25.00, but still the worker must be searched so the exits were dangerously narrow. 

The factory windows were another hazard. Windows on the eighth floor opened in the 

back to the single fire escape and there were also windows on the Greene Street and 

Washington Street sides. All of the windows were covered with sheet iron, a lethal death 

factor in the fire. 

A Flammable Inventory 

Even the nature of the materials the workers were using made the factory a tinder box. 

Throughout the eighth and ninth floors were long cutting tables. Underneath these tables 

were rag bins for scraps from cutting and above these were wires that were strung to hold 

patterns once they were cut out. Shirtwaists in various stages of completion were piled 

about and rows and rows of sewing machines and wicker work baskets completed the 

flammable inventory. All of these items would combine to make a Viking-like funeral 

pyre at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory. 

On Saturday, March 25, 1911, at 4:45 p.m., the end of the 56 hour, six day week 

approached and many of the workers at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory, including Rose 

Rosenfeld, were preparing to go home. A few of the women on the eighth floor pushed 

back their chairs and started to walk towards the inspection station. Then one of the 

women smelled smoke. She looked back at the cutting tables and spied flames darting 

through the openings beneath the tables. 

The Fire Advances and the Fire Hose Doesn't Work 

―Fire!‖ she cried in a horrified voice. Soon, many voices took up the cry. Cutters emptied 

buckets of water on the flames, but they already had too much fuel in the material scraps 

and patterns. The line of flaming patterns burned and fell unto the sewing machines. The 

flames danced to the ceiling and windows popped from the inside pressure. 

Someone found a fire hose and tried to use it, but it had rotted and the valves controlling 

the water supply were rusted. When someone finally got a valve to turn, no water came 

out of it. The worker’s tables were burning now. Screaming people rushed to the exits 

and surged against the elevator doors. 

The Shepherd of the Eighth Floor 

http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/
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Many people on the eighth floor ran to the Washington Place staircase. They tumbled 

down it and reached safety without realizing how they had done it. A policeman came 

onto the fire scene and raced up the stairs, past the clusters of panic stricken women 

trying to get downstairs. He saw the flames enveloping the women attempting to reach 

the staircase, and with the help of an eighth floor machinist, helped many of them to 

safety. 

A few more people on the eighth floor found the fire escape. The fire escape stairs were 

narrow, dangerous, and very close to the burning building, but the people tried to use 

them anyway. Some managed to reach the sixth floor and climbed into a broken window. 

Then they piled behind a locked door on the Washington Place stairwell. 

The same policeman who had been the shepherd of the eighth floor heard their screams 

from the other side of the sixth floor landing. He unbolted the door, but he was barely 

able to open it because the door opened inwardly and there were many people jammed 

against it Finally, he wrenched it open and helped the women continue their exodus from 

the building. 

The Warning Comes Too Late for the Ninth Floor 

A woman on the eighth floor tried to warn the people on the ninth and tenth floors. She 

reached the tenth floor by telephone, but she couldn’t get through to the ninth floor. The 

first inkling that the people on the ninth floor had that there was a fire was when they saw 

smoke seeping into their work room. 

The approximately 250 workers on the ninth floor began pushing to the Greene Street 

stairwell exit, but here too, they could only go one at a time and soon, confused, panicky 

women were fighting to get out. 

The Tenth Floor Fares Better 

The approximately 70 people on the tenth floor fared better than their fellow workers. 

They rushed to the elevator, but the flames blocked it. Max Blanck, one of Triangle’s 

owners, was on the tenth floor with two of his children. He and the others decided that 

the best and safest way out was to use the Greene Street stairs to the roof. The women 

wrapped coats and muffs around them and climbed the staircase. Flames licked at them 

and many had burned hair and clothes when they reached the roof, but all of them got 

there except one. 

The Fire Escape is No Escape 

The workers from the eighth and ninth floors trying to use the fire escape stairs weren’t 

as fortunate, The fire escape was covered with people trying desperately to escape the 

flames. As they climbed down, flames leaped at them through the windows and set their 

hair and clothes on fire. 

When they got down as far as the second floor where the fire escape ended, they ran into 

another deathtrap. The intense heat from the fire caused the metal on the fire escape to 

bend and it loosened from the warm walls of the building. The women who managed to 

get to the second floor where the fire escape ended smashed through the skylight as they 

tried to jump to the ground. The courtyard was a death bed for many. 

The Fire Escape Collapses into the Courtyard 
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For the women still on the fire escape, the situation was hopeless. As the building burned, 

the shuttered windows bent outward, blocking the already bent stairway. The fire escape 

was so full of people that some of the workers turned back to climb up to the roof. 

Flames lit up all of the windows now and finally the fire escape buckled and swung away 

from the building, hurtling its human torches into the courtyard. 

No Escape from the Ninth Floor 

It was also impossible to escape from the ninth floor. Fire blocked the entrance to the 

Greene Street stairs. The Washington Place stair door was locked and someone smashed 

a window which only brought in more flames. There was a solid wall of flame on the 

ninth floor and the workers were trapped in the long, narrow aisles between machines. 

The fire pushed them back toward the Washington Place windows, and then there was no 

place to go. Rather than burning to death in the inferno, many jumped from the building 

nine floors above the ground. 

On Saturday, March 25, 1911, Frances Perkins sat at a restaurant a few blocks away, 

watching in horrified disbelief as young women jumped from the burning Triangle 

Shirtwaist Factory. 

Rose Rosenfeld Friedman didn't jump. On the day of the fire, she escaped the inferno by 

stopping to consider what the executives were doing. She went up to the 10th floor were 

their offices were and discovered that they were taking the freight elevator to the roof, 

where firefighters pulled them to safety on the roof of the adjacent building. She did the 

same thing. 

Young Women Jumped Out of the Triangle Factory Windows 

Years later she described the scene for a Public Broadcasting System documentary called 

"The Living Century." "Girls in shirtwaists which were aflame went flying out of the 

building so that you saw these young women literally ablaze flying out of the windows," 

she said. 

Just as people began to jump from the burning factory, the first alarm was turned in to the 

New York City Fire Department and firemen arrived on the scene. The firemen tried to 

use ladders to rescue the trapped people, but the ladders reached only to the sixth floor. 

They stretched life nets, but the nets were too fragile to hold up under the impact of 

bodies falling from narrow ledges nine floors up. 

The Triangle Factory Mangers Tried, but Found Not Guilty 

Altogether, it took eighteen minutes for the firemen to bring the blaze under control, but 

it was eighteen minutes too late for 146 of the Triangle Shirtwaist workers. 

The impact of the fire reached far beyond New York City and the families of the victims. 

In fact, many of the victims still had strong ties with their families in other countries so 

the impact of the tragedy reached around the world. 

The two factory managers, Max Blanck and Isaac Harris, were tried on charges of first 

and second degree manslaughter. They were found not guilty. In 1914, relatives of 23 of 

the victims brought civil suits and they were awarded payments of $75 to each of the 

families. 

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/triangle/trianglefire.html
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The interior of the Asch Building was gutted and the building rebuilt. Today it is the 

Brown Building and houses the science department at New York University. 

The Triangle Fire Energizes Labor Reform and Frances Perkins 

As a result of the Triangle Shirtwaist fire the International Ladies’ Garment Workers 

Union increased its demands for safer working conditions. A large crowd of sympathizers 

paraded to the arch in Washington Square Park. Hearings were held and by the end of 

1911, the city of New York had established a Bureau of Fire Investigation with future 

senator Robert F. Wagner heading it. 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire motivated Frances Perkins to act. She had graduated 

from Columbia University in 1910 with a master’s degree in economics and sociology 

and was working as secretary of the New York Consumer’s League. Cooperating closely 

with Florence Kelley, she successfully lobbied the state legislature for a bill that limited 

the workweek for women and children to 54 hours. She also was active in the women’s 

suffrage movement. 

Frances Perkins Never Forgets the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire 

Watching the young women jumping from the burning Triangle Shirtwaist factory shaped 

her political career. She said that it ―seared on my mind as well as my heart – a never to 

be forgotten remainder of why I had to spend my life fighting conditions that could 

permit such a tragedy.‖ 

While she worked on the Committee on Safety, Frances Perkins met New York governor 

Franklin D. Roosevelt and he became familiar with her work. Frances Perkins impressed 

him enough that in 1932 he appointed her as Secretary of Labor, the first woman to be 

appointed to a cabinet position. Frances Perkins called the day of the Triangle Shirtwaist 

Factory Fire ―the day the New Deal began.‖ 

Rose Rosefeld Friedman Also Becomes An Activist 

Rose Rosenfeld Friedman attended labor rallies the rest of her life and always expressed 

rage that the factory doors had been locked, either to keep workers at their machines or to 

prevent them from stealing scraps of cloth. She often told of how one of the owners tried 

to bribe her to say that the doors were not locked and she refused. 

Life after the fire proved to be just as eventful for Rose Friedman. In World War I, she 

saved the life of a spy in Austria. After her husband died in 1959, she went back to work 

to support her three children and she nursed two of them through polio. Lying about her 

age, she worked for a Manhattan insurance company until she was 79. 

Rose Rosenfeld Friedman died in February 2001 in Beverly Hills, California at the age of 

107, the last survivor of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire. She was always passionate 

about the attitude of the owners of the factory that had almost claimed her life. "That's the 

biggest mistake - that a person doesn't count much when he hasn't got money. What good 

is a rich man and he hasn't got a heart? I don't pretend. I feel it. Still." 

Sources 

John F. McClymer, The Triangle Strike and Fire: American Stories Series, Volume I, 

Wadsworth Publishing, 1997 

http://www.nytimes.com/2001/02/17/nyregion/rose-freedman-last-survivor-of-triangle-fire-dies-at-107.html?pagewanted=1
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Jo Ann Argersinger, The Triangle Fire: A Brief History with Documents, Bedford-St. 

Martin's, 2009  

·Suzanne Lieurance, The Triangle Shirtwaist Fire and Sweatshop, Enslow Publishing, 

2003 
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Chapter Ten 

Women In The Arts 

 

Katherine Pettit, Collector of Songs and Ballads 

Katherine Pettit often found herself riding horseback on the twisted trails and bridle paths 

in the mountains of southeastern Kentucky and she sang as she rode. One of her favorite 

ballads that she learned from her pupils at the Hindman Settlement School had many 

variations in title and words, but the story always moved her because it illustrated human 

temptations so well. 

―Oh will you forsake your house carpenter, Oh, will you forsake him? cried he. Oh will 

you forsake your sweet little babe, And go along with me?‖ (Traditional). 

Katherine Pettit Makes a Winding Journey to the Kentucky Mountains 

As Katherine rode the trail singing her ballad, she probably reflected that her journey 

from Lexington to Harlan County, Kentucky had been just as winding as the trail and the 

song she sang. She was born in 1868, on a large and prosperous farm in Fayette County 

in the Bluegrass Region of Kentucky. By the late 1890s, the Progressive movement 

which called for urban and social reform had swept the industrialized cities of the 

northern United States. The movement called for settlement houses and schools to help 

economically deprived families and Katherine believed in and became part of that 

movement. 

In 1902, Katherine and her friend May Stone founded the Hindman Settlement School 

modeled on Hull House in Chicago and in 1913, she established the Pine Mountain 

Settlement School in Harlan county. These schools became models for schools in other 

states and Katherine’s work became widely known, including her work with the 

traditional music of the Kentucky mountain people. 

"Ballads and Rhymes from Kentucky" 

In 1907, when Katherine was still teaching at the Hindman Settlement School in Knott 

County, she published ―Ballads and Rhymes from Kentucky,‖ in the Journal of American 

Folklore. This was the first real publication of some of the old songs that Kentuckians 

had been singing for over 100 years. The collection included 17 songs, all but five of 

them with British origins, and a handful of children’s songs and rhymes. Katherine and 

her students had collected them from the hills of south eastern Kentucky. 

By 1930, Katherine Pettit had worked at the settlement schools for thirty years, and she 

decided to retire as co-director of the Pine Mountain Settlement. For the next five years, 

she traveled alone through Harlan county offering instruction and advice in farming and 

acting as agent for craftsmen. She also continued her involvement with the mountain 

music and musicians. 

John Jacob Niles Hears Katherine Sing 

John Jacob Niles American composer, singer, and collector of traditional ballads, listened 

with delight to Katherine Pettit’s singing. He liked her smile and laughing eyes and found 

http://www.traditionalmusic.co.uk/english-folk-songs/southern-appalachians%20-%200219.htm
http://books.google.com/books?id=JVKd4BvkNksC&pg=PA297&lpg=PA297&dq=katherine+pettit+james+niles&source=bl&ots=q0wqL-cuVF&sig=lIVwas3iQCOVfCkfddAUiBLZlgM&hl=en&ei=XUq1S-mgIJHYNaOEwJsJ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CAkQ6AEwAA
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her modest voice easy on his ears as she sang one of the ballads that she had learned from 

her students at the Pine Mountain School. 

It was late summer of 1933, and Miss Pettit had traveled to Harrogate, Tennessee, to 

consult with him and give him some of the ballads that she and her colleague, May Stone 

had transcribed. One of the ballads she sang to him is known as ―James Harris, ―The 

Daemon Lover‖, ―or The House Carpenter‖. Early Scots-Irish settlers in the hills of 

Appalachia brought the ballad with them from England and passed it down from 

generation to generation. 

"The Daemon Lover", "James Harris", "The House Carpenter" 

The former lover tempts the lady to come with him, enticing her with many ships loaded 

with treasure. She goes with him and they board one of his ships. In many versions she 

discovers that he does not have a crew, but they put out to sea anyway. In some versions 

of the ballad, she doesn’t discover that her former lover is really the Devil until they are 

on the ship together. 

Soon she bitterly regrets leaving her child behind, but her spirits lift when she sees a 

bright hill in the distance. Her lover tells her that the hill is heaven and that is not their 

destination. Then he breaks the ship in half with his bare hands and feet and they both 

drown. In other versions of the ballad, a storm at sea wrecks the ship. 

"The Daemon Lover" is Found in Several Folk Song Collections 

Although Katherine Pettit and her students were the first to transcribe "The Daemon 

Lover," or "James Harris," it can be found in countless variations in the folk song 

collections of John Jacob Niles and Francis James Child. Some of the ballads Katherine 

transcribed, including The Daemon Lover" can be found in the collections of Olive Dame 

Campbell. "The Daemon Lover" has been recorded by famous folk singers, including 

Bob Dylan, Buffy Sainte-Marie, Joan Baez, and Pete Seeger. 

Katherine Pettit died of cancer in 1936, and was buried in Lexington, Kentucky. The two 

schools she founded continued to enhance the lives of the people of southeastern 

Kentucky and the ballads she transcribed are still sung. They can be found in Kentucky 

Country: Folk and Country Music of Kentucky by Charles K.Wolfe. 
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Suzanne Valadon and Maurice Utrillo, Artists of Montmartre 

When Suzanne Valadon died in 1938, she died as unconventionally as she had lived. 

Formerly a poor shop girl from Bessines, she spent the last years of her life painting at 

Chateau Beaujolais, a medieval stronghold built by the Knights Templar. 

Marie Clementine Valadon Begins Her Career 

In 1865, Marie Clementine Valadon was born the illegitimate daughter of a seamstress. 

In 1938 when Suzanne Valadon died, luminaries of the Paris art world including Georges 

Braque, Andre Derain, and Pablo Picasso attended her funeral. Marie Clementine had no 

paintings to hang on the wall of her home in Paris, but today Suzanne Valadon’s works 

hang in the Musee de Beaux Arts and the Metropolitan Museum. 

From the time she turned nine years old, Marie Clementine Valadon took charge of her 

life and supported herself. For a time in her youth she dreamed of a career as a circus 

acrobat and actively pursued that dream until at age sixteen, she fell off a trapeze and 

injured her back. 

Seeking a safer career, she turned to modeling for artists, posing for such noted painters 

as Pierre Auguste Renoir and Henri Toulouse Lautrec. Marie's lively and restless 

intelligence soon took her beyond mere modeling to carefully observing the artistic 

techniques of her employers and creating her own paintings. Toulouse Lautrec advised 

Marie to change her first name to Suzanne and he introduced her to the master painter 

Degas, who encouraged her to paint, taught her technique, and bought three of her 

paintings in 1893. 

Marie Changes Her Name to Suzanne and Exhibits Her Paintings 

In 1894, Suzanne Valadon became the first woman to exhibit her paintings at the Societe 

Nationale des Beaux-Arts, which was a major accomplishment for a French artist, 

especially a female artist. 

Painting landscapes, still lives and nudes with her vibrant and powerful colors, Suzanne 

Valadon anticipated the Fauvist Movement by at least a decade and influenced the Post 

Impressionist style. Her style of painting the nude female body liberated many women 

and painters from passive to active portrayals of the feminine body and role in society. 

Suzanne is Unconventional in Her Personal Life, Too 

She had her first one person exhibition in 1915, which scored a critical and commercial 

success. She continued to be friendly with famous artists of her time, including Degas 

who was a lifelong friend, and Vincent van Gogh, Gauguin, Picasso and Modigliani. 

As unconventional in her personal life as she was in her art, Suzanne had affairs with the 

painter Puvis de Chavannes, the composer Erik Satie and the banker Paul Moussis. She 

was married to Moussis for several years, and then she left him for Andre Utter, a fellow 

painter and friend of her son and 21 years her junior. They had several joint art 

exhibitions and he also posed for a number of Valadon's works, including the painting 

Adam and Eve. 

Suzanne's Son Maurice Valadon Utrillo 

http://books.google.com/books?id=9UwEAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA89&lpg=PA89&dq=paul+mousis&source=bl&ots=JV9KIkiL23&sig=m14Fy7bJOmnvhJdA9MyH3NEmJao&hl=en&ei=6PfSS7PXK8GC8ga_2v2CDg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=4&ved=0CBIQ6AEwAw
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Suzanne’s experience as a mother proved to be just as paradoxical as her experience as an 

artist. Her son Maurice was born in Paris in 1883 when she was just eighteen years old. 

Suzanne never revealed the father of Maurice, but there is some speculation that he was 

an amateur painter and chronic alcoholic, named Boissy. She left Maurice with her 

mother to raise while she pursued her career. 

In 1888, when Maurice was five, Suzanne married Paul Mousis, a Paris importer, and 

stayed married to him until 1909. Although Paul Mousis didn’t give Maurice Valadon 

Boissy his name, he did pay for his stepson’s education and helped him out of numerous 

scrapes. In 1891, Suzanne’s friend, writer and artist Miguel Utrillo gave Maurice his 

name, but Maurice Utrillo never liked his legal name. 

Maurice wasn’t a good student or successful bank clerk. By the time he turned eighteen 

he had become an alcoholic and had to be committed to an asylum. His mother Suzanne 

encouraged him to paint as a way to gain his balance and like his mother, he discovered 

that he had a hidden talent for painting. He produced thousands of oils, water colors, and 

pencil sketches, especially of Montmartre, the old, picturesque and quiet artist’s quarter 

of Paris as it looked before World War I. Since he was devoted to his mother, he signed 

most of his canvases Maurice Utrillo V. – for Valadon. 

Mother Love and Art  

Maurice Utrillo showed his tendencies toward alcoholism early in his life. Tavern 

keepers who ply him with brandy, lock, him in a back room, and make him pay by 

painting pictures for them. His paintings sold for thousands of dollars. Finally, Suzanne 

spirited him away from Paris to the country, to the Chateau Beaujolais, the castle of the 

Knights Templar. 

She fitted out a studio for herself in one turret and a studio for her son, in another. For a 

few quiet years she nursed him back to health with mother love and art. Artist Amedeo 

Modigliani was his close friend and encouraged him as well. Maurice Utrillo painted so 

well that the French Government awarded him the Legion of Honor. 

By 1920 he had gained an international reputation and in 1929, the French Republic 

awarded him the Cross of the Legion of Honor. In 1935, he married Lucie Pauwels, a 

widow who collected art, and she managed his finances so well that they bought a home 

Paris. Under the watchful guidance of his mother and then, his wife, Maurice Utrillo 

managed to retrieve much of his artistic talent. He also learned to play the piano, wrote 

music and poetry and traveled around France with his wife. He died in November 1955. 

The paintings of both Suzanne Valadon and Maurice Utrillo became world famous. Art 

critics still debate which of the two was the better artist, but there is no debate about their 

devotion to each other and to their art. 
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Chapter Eleven 

Women At War 

 

Nadine Turchin Fights Alongside Her Husband In The Civil War 

The story of Nadine Lvova Turchin begins in Russia where she was born in 1826, unfolds 

on the battlefields of the American Civil War, and ends in Illinois. 

Princess  Nadezhda Lvova descended from an ancient noble family. Her father was a 

colonel in the Russian Army and her  uncle, Prince Alexei. Lvov, was a noted composer. 

Although she was brought up in army camps, she received an excellent education. 

Besides being the pet of her father’s regiment, she read extensively and became proficient 

in four languages. 

Nadezhda Marries Ivan Turchaninov, Her Father’s Colonel of Staff 

When Nadezhda was thirty, she married Ivan Vasilovitch Turchaninov, her father's 

Colonel of Staff in the Russian Guards. Ivan Turchaninov was born into a Cossack family 

in Russia and attended the Imperial Military School in St. Petersburg. Ivan fought in 

Hungary and in the Crimean War. 

Nadezhda and Ivan were married on May 10, 1856, in Krakow, Poland, three months 

after the Crimean War ended. Later that year, they immigrated to the United States and 

eventually settled in Mattoon, Illinois, where Ivan worked for the Illinois Central 

Railroad. They also anglicized their names to John Basil and Nadine Turchin. 

John Turchin Becomes McClellan's Assistant at the Illinois Central Railroad  

The Illinois Central Railroad hired John Turchin as an assistant to George McClellan, 

chief engineer and vice president of the Railroad. John Turchin had met George 

McClellan in Russia during the Crimean War when McClellan served there as a military 

observer for the United States. 

John Turchin worked for the Illinois Central Railroad until 1861, when he resigned to 

accept a commission as the colonel of the 19th Illinois Infantry. When the regiment went 

into training at Quincy, Nadine went with her husband, despite orders against wives 

travelling with campaigns. 

Nadine Turchin Takes Command of Her Husband’s Regiment  

During the march into Tennessee in the spring of 1862, Colonel Turchin was taken 

seriously ill, and for some days was carried in an ambulance on the route. Nadine Turchin 

nursed her husband during his illness, and also filled his place as commander of the 

regiment. 

She led with such an even hand that there were no complaints or mutinies against being 

commanded by a woman. In the battles that followed, Nadine was constantly under fire, 

encouraging, nursing, and rescuing the men. The soldiers in the field called her Madam 

Turchin. 

Colonel Turchin is Pardoned and Promoted 
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Following the orders of General Don Carlos Buell, Colonel Turchin occupied the town of 

Athens, Alabama, on May 2, 1862. He allowed his soldiers to terrorize the townspeople 

of Athens and the townspeople estimated the damage to be $55,000. General Buell 

refused to accept Colonel Turchin’s resignation and insisted on a court martial. Nadine 

Turchin hastened to Washington and used her diplomatic skill to plead his cause with 

President Abraham Lincoln. 

On July 30, 1862, Turchin was convicted, but President Lincoln pardoned him. He was 

discharged from the Army and departed Huntsville by train, arriving in Illinois to a 

thunderous welcome. 

Nadine Turchin Expresses Her Feelings in a Diary 

Colonel Turchin was given command of a new brigade and again, Nadine Turchin went 

with him. In 1863, she began to keep a diary.She considered her diary a discrete safety 

valve or as she termed it, ―I think that it is an excellent idea to write a diary in the present 

situation. These pages, in which I speak frankly as I think, are a true safety valve for 

anyone who is neither patient nor discreet.‖ 

She included her opinions of her husband’s fellow officers in her dairy as well as 

accounts of battles that she participated in, including Chickamauga fought from 

September 19-20, 1863. During the Battle of Chickamauga she stayed with the brigade 

and division wagons parked on the western edge of the battlefield. During the Battle of 

Missionary Ridge on November 25, 1863, she climbed onto the eastern hills of 

Missionary Ride to watch the battle. She left detailed accounts of both battles, which 

made her the only Union female diarist of these battles. 

Madame Turchin Leads the Troops, but is Skeptical of the Union Leadership 

Madame Turchin remained in the field with her husband, in all of the campaigns of the 

West. She usually cared for the wounded, but if need be she led the troops into action, 

showing no fear of shot, shell, or whizzing mini balls falling around her. Although she 

constantly faced enemy fire, she didn’t receive a scratch. 

Nadine Turchin viewed the volunteer Union Army skeptically and disdained its military 

leaders. Despite her reservations, she remained intensely loyal to the North. She 

expressed her hopes for the United States by saying, ―Let us hope that the immense 

efforts and the countless sacrifices of the people will bring about a rational direction to 

the nation’s destiny despite the ineptness and treachery that occur in the leadership of the 

movement.‖ 

Nadine Turchin and Her Heirs Preserve Her Diary 

After distinguishing himself at Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge, Colonel Turchin 

resigned from the army in October 1864, after suffering heatstroke on the campaign. 

Colonel Turchin and Nadine returned to Chicago. For a time he worked as a patent 

solicitor and civil engineer. Later, as part of his real estate transactions, he helped 

immigrants settle in southern Illinois. Colonel Turchin suffered dementia, attributed to 

heatstroke. At age 79, he died penniless in an institution in Anna, Illinois. 

After Colonel Turchin died on June 18, 1901, Nadine was penniless until Michael D. 

Pawlowski, her legal guardian and benefactor, helped her obtain a pension. When she 

http://www.decaturmagazine.com/travel-getaways-southern_il.htm
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died on July 17, 1904, Michael Pawlowski inherited her possessions, including the diary. 

The diary remained in the Pawlowski family for 75 years, and then they donated it to the 

library of Northern Illinois University. Nadine and her husband John are buried in Mound 

City National Cemetery, Mound City, Illinois. 
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Florence Maliszewski, Army Nurse 

Armed Forces Day which is observed every year in May, is a day to honor and appreciate 

the men and women who served in the United States military. 

Army Nurses Earn an Impressive Record of Service 

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, fewer than 1,000 nurses 

served in the United States Army. By the end World War II, over 59,000 Army nurses 

had served in the Army Nursing Corps. 

Over 100 military nurses were captured on Bataan and Corregidor in 1942, and 66 Army 

nurses and 11 Navy Nurses were imprisoned in Japanese concentration camps for 37 

months. Six Army nurses were killed by German bombing and strafing during the battle 

on Anzio. Altogether over 200 Army nurses died in World War II and many of them are 

buried in American cemeteries overseas. 

Sixteen hundred Army Nurses earned combat decorations including Distinguished 

Service Medals, Silver Stars, Bronze Stars, Air Medals, Legions of Merit, Commendation 

Medals and Purple Hearts. 

Army Nurses Nursed in Tents, Trains, Ships, and Airplanes 

During World War II, Army Nurses worked in field and evacuation hospitals, on hospital 

trains and hospital ships, and as flight nurses on medical transport trains. They worked 

under fire and under the same risk as combat soldiers and several were killed in action. 

These skilled and dedicated nurses helped create a high survival rate for wounded 

soldiers in every theater of the war. Less than four percent of American soldiers receiving 

medical care or being evacuated from the battle field died from wounds or disease. 

World War II Ignites a Demand for Nurses 

World War II ignited a social and economic revolution for American women as war and 

economic conditions created a voracious demand for their services. Serving in the Army 

Nurse Corps broadened the horizons and expectations of American women. They were 

transported from small towns and large cities in America to the world stage and they 

returned home with a different perspective of the world and their place in it. 

By 1944, the increasing demand for nurses motivated the Army to grant its nurses 

officer’s commissions, full retirement benefits, allowances for dependents and equal pay. 

Free education to nursing students between 1943 and 1948 was an important government 

benefit to many nurses. 

Florence Maliszewski Becomes an Army Nurse 

Florence Maliszewski especially appreciated the Army’s education benefits. 

Florence Maliszewski spent her early years in Winona, Minnesota, but the Army Nurses 

Corp took her to Illinois, Oregon, New Jersey, England, France, and Marquette 

University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

After Florence received her BSN from the College of St. Theresa in Winona, Minnesota, 

she moved to Great Falls, Montana and taught in a school of nursing. She also taught first 

http://dpsinfo.com/women/history/woanurse.html
http://dpsinfo.com/women/history/woanurse.html
http://www.history.army.mil/books/wwii/72-14/72-14.HTM
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aid to civilians and remembers riding around the countryside with a bicycle basket full of 

supplies. 

In July 1943, she enlisted in the Army Nurse Corps, and received her basic military 

training at Camp White, Oregon, training which included classes, drilling, and infiltration. 

―Infiltration‖ included crawling up a hill wearing a full pack under live fire,‖ she says. 

Florence Works and Teaches in France 

When she completed basic training, Florence was assigned to the 170th General Hospital 

at Camp Groot, Illinois, and Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, in September, 1944. In October 

1944, her unit arrived in Liverpool, England, after weathering Atlantic storms and 

zigzagging to avoid Nazi U-boats. 

Then the nurses were trucked to Southampton and loaded into boats to cross the English 

Channel. They eventually landed in Le Mans, France, in a cow pasture. Soldiers and 

wounded men were housed in pup tents, the weather was damp, causing serious foot 

fungus problems, and blankets wouldn’t dry. 

Other residents of the camp were German prisoners of war, who lived behind a barbed 

wire fence in pup tents. They did the cooking and laundry and helped to construct the 

camp buildings. A group of captured German women helped to care for the wounded, and 

supplies were so scarce and they had taken the clothes that they originally wore from 

dead German soldiers. 

Florence worked in the chief nurse’s office and one of her projects was creating a 

procedure book and convincing a G.I. to provide the artwork. She also taught non-

commissioned officers about nursing care. 

A Heroic Countess 

Another of her vivid memories is of the French countess who lived near the camp in a 

13th century castle complete with moat and drawbridge. Her husband, who was one of 

the first aviators in World War I, had been killed in action. During the War, the countess 

had acted several times as a French Paul Revere, warning the villagers when the Germans 

were approaching. She planted sunflower seeds to mark the spot where she had buried 

her valuables. 

Florence Becomes Chief Nurse 

As time passed, Florence became chief nurse .After spending 1943 and 1944 nursing in 

France, on December 8, 1945; she was assigned to the 91st General Hospital which was 

assigned to carry wounded men back to the United States by ship. She arrived in the 

United States in January, 1946, and was discharged from the Army at Camp Groot, 

Illinois. 

According to Florence American soldiers were fearless, noble, had great zest for life and 

were warm and friendly. They also had a sense of humor. ―The G.I.’s were patient, 

uncomplaining and grateful,‖ she said. 

Using the G.I. Bill and Pioneering in Gerentology 

Using the G.I. Bill, Florence earned has masters degree in nursing science at the 

University of Chicago. After she graduated she taught administration and nursing at 
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Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and did pioneering work in 

gerentological nursing. Students came from all over the country to take her classes in 

health care of the aged. 

She was a 17 year member and chaplain of the Jane Delano Post for Army Nurses in 

Milwaukee. Florence feels that being in the Army brought her back to the United States 

―very service-orientated and with a number of firm friendships.‖ 
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Florence Nightingale, Nurse, Mathematician, And Suffragette 

 

The Florence Nightingale Museum, tucked in the grounds of St. Thomas’ Hospital in 

London, opposite the Houses of Parliament, reopens on May 12, 2010 in time to celebrate 

her 190th birthday. 

The International Council of Nurses is Celebrating 

The International Council of Nurses (ICN) is commemorating Florence Nightingale’s 

birthday and completing a celebration of Nurse’s Week that began on May 6, 2010.The 

2010 theme of the ICN is ―Delivering Quality, Serving Communities: Nurses Leading 

Chronic Care." The year 2010 is a special year for the ICN because 2010 is the 

International Year of the Nurse which celebrates 15 million nurses worldwide. 

The Nightingale Nurses and the Nightingale Pledge 

Considered the founder of the nursing profession, Florence Nightingale was born on May 

12, 1820, and died on August 13, 1910. She became famous for her pioneer nursing work 

in the Crimean War. The London Times called her ―The Lady with the Lamp,‖ because 

she walked the dark hospital wards with a lamp to light her way to comfort and tend 

injured soldiers. 

In 1860, she founded the nursing school at St. Thomas’ Hospital in London, which was 

the first secular nursing school in the world. It is now called the Florence Nightingale 

School of Nursing and Midwifery and is part of King’s College London. 

At a service held every year on May 12 in Westminster Abbey in London, a lamp is taken 

from the Nurse's Chapel in the Abbey and handed from one nurse to another, symbolizing 

the transfer of knowledge from one nurse to another. Florence Nightingale is buried at St. 

Margaret's Church at West Wellow in Hampshire, and a service is always held there on 

the Sunday after her birthday. 

Florence Follows Her Calling 

Although she was born into a wealthy, genteel family, Florence Nightingale believed that 

she had received a divine calling to go into nursing. In 1844, she persisted in her decision, 

despite the passionate opposition of her mother and sister. By choosing to go into nursing, 

she rebelled against the Victorian expectations for women of her class to be a wife and 

mother. Despite the opposition of her parents and society, she worked hard to educate 

herself in the art and science of nursing. 

Her father gave Florence an income which translates to about $50,000 dollars in modern 

currency, that enabled her to study and tour in Europe for several years. Eventually she 

returned to England and on August 22, 1853, she accepted the position of superintendent 

at the Institute for the Care of Sick Gentlewomen in Upper Harley Street in London. 

"The Lady of the Lamp" 

In 1853, the Crimean War, a dispute between the Russian Empire on one side and an 

alliance of the British, French, and Ottoman Empires on the other, erupted and continued 

until 1856. Reports about the horrible conditions that wounded soldiers endured filtered 

back to Britain and on October 21, 1854, Florence and a staff of 38 women volunteer 

http://www.florence-nightingale.co.uk/cms/
http://www.icn.ch/publications/2010-delivering-quality-serving-communities-nurses-leading-chronic-care/
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nurses that she had trained were sent to Turkey where the main British camp was based. 

They arrived in Scutari near modern day Istanbul in November 1854, and began to care 

for the wounded. 

Her experience with the high death rates and lack of sanitation and nutrition for the 

soldiers at Scutari convinced Florence that most of the soldiers at the hospital died 

because of poor living conditions. Her experiences in the Crimean War motivated her to 

crusade for sanitary living conditions and they made her known throughout the world. 

Notes on Nursing, Notes on Hospitals 

By the end of the Crimean War, Florence Nightingale's accomplishments included 

establishing her nurse's training school at St. Thomas Hospital and sending the first 

trained Nightingale nurses to work at the Liverpool Workhouse on May 16, 1865. She 

wrote Notes on Nursing, a 136 page book that served as the curriculum cornerstone for 

Nightingale and other nursing schools. 

Notes on Hospitals, another of her popular books, deals with the correlation of sanitary 

techniques to medical facilities. Her work laid the foundation for the United States 

Sanitary Commission during the American Civil War, and she trained Linda Richards, 

the first professional American nurse. 

Author, Mathematician, Feminist 

Along with her nursing skills, Florence Nightingale was an excellent author and 

mathematician and she played an important role in English feminism. She became a 

pioneer in presenting information with statistical graphics and developed a pie chart now 

called the polar area diagram to illustrate nursing statistics. 

As Florence Nightingale struggled with the expectations of her society and her 

expectations of herself, she wrote Suggestions for Thought to Searchers after Religious 

Truth. A section of the books called "Cassandra", protested the learned helplessness of 

women such as her mother and older sister and she rejected their lives of intellectual 

inactivity and comfort for the world of social service and intellectual growth. 

American literary critic and feminist Elaine Showalter called Florence Nightingale's 

writing "a major text of English feminism, a link between Wollstonecraft and Woolf." 

Florence Nightingale "Unrepresentative?" 

Over the past few decades, British public sector union Unison has lobbied to celebrate 

International Nurses Day on another date. Some union members have suggested May 21, 

the birthday of Elizabeth Fry, another 19th century reformer who founded the Institution 

of Nursing Sisters before Florence Nightingale founded her nursing school and worked 

extensively with prisoners. 

Some health workers argue that Florence Nightingale is unrepresentative of modern, 

multi-cultural nursing because of her white, middle class Protestant upbringing, family 

fortune, and reputation for a hierarchical approach to nursing. 

Florence Nightingale is Still Considered the Founder of Modern Nursing 

Other nurses and the Royal College of Nursing disagree with Unison. The Royal College 

of Nursing states that Florence Nightingale is considered the founder of modern nursing 
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and therefore, ―the whole world for decades has used her birthday to celebrate 

International Nurses’ Day.‖ 
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Chapter Twelve 

Women Claim Their Rights 

 

Women Bicyclists Break Their Glass Cages and Ride to Liberation 

Woman’s suffragist Susan B. Anthony said that a woman on a bicycle presents ―the 

picture of free and untrammeled womanhood.‖ 

―Free and untrammeled womanhood‖ stretched a global trek away from the Victorian 

sentiment that women were too frail to ride bicycles. Instead of the glass ceiling, women 

in the 19th century were trapped in glass cages. The Victorian woman who wanted to 

stray beyond the confines of her corsets and hobble shirts and her home bound existence 

had to change the expectation of her society. Society viewed her as a frail middleclass 

―proper‖ lady who could not study, work, or vote. She was defenseless and entirely 

dependent on men. Lower class women were more familiar with the world of work and 

the hardships of life than the middle class woman, but they didn’t bicycle either. 

Women Dress for Bicycling 

Then in the late 19th century, the bicycle rode leagues toward liberating women from 

their glass cages and uniting the classes in a common enjoyment – cycling! A woman had 

to leave the house and physically exert herself to bicycle, but before she could bicycle, 

the Victorian lady had to change her clothes – radically as well as literally. Instead of 

tightly laced corsets and long, heavy underskirts, the lady cyclist had to wear more 

practical clothes so she wouldn’t get tangled up in the chain or wrap her skirts around the 

wheel. Bicycling called for shorter skirts, and even bloomers. 

A New Kind of Bicycle Skirt 

According to a story in the Brooklyn Eagle of March 19, 1894, Mrs. Lena Sittig, a 

member of the International Bicycle Club, had invented six dresses for women bicycle 

riders. She talked about her work in an interview with a Brooklyn Eagle reporter. Mrs. 

Sittig told the reporter that a committee of women approached her, asking her to invent a 

perfect bicycle skirt, one that would not wind or catch on the pedal or blow up on a 

windy day. It would have to make all petticoats and superfluous underwear unnecessary. 

Mrs. Sittig said that she had invented a double skirt, one that would not catch or blow up, 

the under part which was held to the hip line of the leg in a way to allow ease of 

movement for the wearer. It could be adjusted to any length and the elastic belt moved 

with every motion of the body. It also contained a watch pocket that opened and closed, 

but firmly held a watch or money. 

Miss Beckwith’s Skirt and Her Bicycle Wheel to the Rescue 

According to Mrs. Sittig, her skirt was a life saver. She told the story of Miss Caremlita 

Beckwith, a noted wheelwoman, who was riding along one beautiful October day when a 

pair of runaway grays and their frantic driver bore down upon her. She deliberately went 

over the front wheel of her bicycle and her skirt followed her. She swore that she had 

better control of her skirt than the driver did his horses and that the skirt saved her life. 

http://www.procyclingwomen.com/Intro.html
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Mrs. Sittig exhibited her bicycle dresses around Brooklyn and she predicted that the dress 

that would be the most popular was made double and was worn over tight fitting trousers. 

―It must be seen to be appreciated,‖ she said. 

The Women’s Rescue League 

Bicycling had become very popular by the late 1880s and by 1898, the number of cyclists 

was estimated to reach nearly 200,000. Many of these cyclists were women. A bicycle 

was much easier to mount than a horse and it didn’t have to be ridden sidesaddle. A 

woman could get on a bicycle and pedal miles away from home. Many women did just 

that. 

Some people disapproved, dreaded, and distrusted the new freedom that bicycling gave to 

women. The brave women who wore bloomers were banned from public places and 

criticized in the press. Many people were also afraid that the mobility that the bicycle 

allowed women would morally corrupt them and some called the bicycle a tool of the 

devil. The Women’s Rescue League met in Brooklyn, New York in August 1896, and 

vowed to attempt to stop women from bicycling. One of the reasons they cited was they 

believed that bicycling produced armies of ―reckless women‖ who gradually drifted into 

a vast underclass of former women cyclists who lowered the moral tone of society. 

Women Cycle into Liberation, World’s Records and Freedom 

Despite all of the efforts to stop them, women still cycled individually and in groups and 

to the surprise of the doomsayers, they didn’t faint or commit moral crimes. In fact, they 

became more fit, relaxed, and engaged in life. Cycling gave them self sufficiency, health, 

and freedom from restrictive clothing and social bonds. 

Women cyclists didn’t waste any time in impacting the cycling world. On June 25, 1894, 

Annie Londonderry cycled around the world, the first woman to do so. Alfonsina Morini 

raced and placed in the men’s Giro in 1924. In 1958, Elsy Jabobs won the world cycling 

championships. By 1995, Jeannie Longo had won the world championship a total of five 

times. 

It is a testament to the acumen and adaptability of women that they transformed the 

bicycle into an instrument of their liberation and used it to establish their skill at 

competing and winning. 

Perhaps the most important bicycling skill that women have developed is exploring the 

exhilarating freedom of pedaling down a bike trail, the wind blowing across bare arms 

and legs and the trail stretching endlessly and enticingly ahead. 
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The Birth Control Pill Helps Women Exercise Reproductive Rights 

Monday, May 10, 2010  was the 50th anniversary of the birth control pill in America. 

The Searle Pharmaceutical Company  introduced Enovid which was the first commercial 

oral contraceptive or birth control pill in 1957, and the Federal Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) approved the birth control pill on Tuesday, May 10, 1960. 

Natazia, a Descendant of Enovid is Approved 

Another birth control bill anniversary occurred on May 6, 2010, when the Food and Drug 

Administration approved Bayer AG’s new birth control pill Natazia. Already licensed in 

Europe under the brand name, Qlaira, Natazia is the first four-phase oral contraceptive 

marketed in the United States. Natazia delivers different doses of the hormones progestin 

four times during each 28 day cycle. 

According to Dr. Scott Monroe of the FDA, nearly 12 million women in the United 

States and more than 100 million worldwide currently use oral contraceptives.‖ 

The social and cultural effects of the original birth control Enovid, and its empowerment 

of women are still causing ripples in the United States and around the world. 

CBS Poll Finds a Majority Believes Birth Control Pill Has Had Significant Impact 

on Society 

A CBS news poll conducted on May 4 and 5th, 2010, found approximately 52 percent of 

the American public believes that the birth control pill has been one of the most 

significant medical developments of the last fifty years. 

Most Americans say that the birth control pill has significantly impacted American 

society and the lives of individual women, helping them enter the work force and giving 

them control of their reproductive lives. Fifty nine percent of men, 54 percent of women, 

and 54 percent of women who have ever taken the pill say that the birth control pill has 

improved women’s lives. 

Dispensing Contraceptives and Birth Control Information was Illegal in the 1950s  

The 1950s were a decade of technological wonders and miracle drugs, but the scientific 

world still bowed to cultural and legal pressures when it came to contraceptives. Cultural 

institutions like churches feared that widely available contraceptives would produce 

sexual anarchy. Many people believed that fear of pregnancy was the most effective birth 

control pill. 

One of the most outspoken advocates of birth control, Margaret Sanger, spoke from 

personal experience. Her mother had become pregnant 18 times, born eleven live children, 

and died at age 49. This life was common in 19th century America, and because of her 

mother’s experience and her poverty stricken childhood, Margaret Sanger dreamed of a 

simple pill that would make it possible for women to control their pregnancies. She 

challenged the Comstock Laws that made selling contraceptive devices and distributing 

birth control information illegal. 

Margaret Sanger and Katharine Dexter McCormick Meet Gregory Pincus 

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/05/07/health/main6468828.shtml
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Margaret Sanger challenged the Comstock Laws by repeatedly breaking them and going 

to jail, and women who were desperate for birth control information and means 

enthusiastically supported her. 

In the spring of 1953, Margaret Sanger and her friend Katharine Dexter McCormick, 78, 

met reproductive physiologist, Gregory Pincus at a laboratory in Shrewsbury, 

Massachusetts. He had made important discoveries about the hormone progesterone 

involved in human reproduction, but because he believed in birth control technology his 

alma mater Harvard had denied him tenure and Searle, the company he worked for, had 

deemed him a failure. He tested the effects of progesterone on rabbits and found it 

effective in preventing pregnancy, but he couldn’t legally test it on humans. 

Birth Control a Precondition of the Liberation of Women 

Katharine McCormick had earned a degree in biology from the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology and both she and Margaret Sanger and embraced a feminism that said that 

women could not be truly liberated without birth control and that women had to be 

enabled to control birth control technologies. Katharine’s training in biology enabled her 

to ask Gregory Pincus intelligent questions about his work, and she wrote him a check for 

$40,000, promising more to come. 

Eventually, Pincus enlisted the help of Dr. John Rock, one of the most respected 

infertility specialists in the country and a devoted Catholic. In 1954, he convinced Dr. 

Rock to test progesterone in the form of a pill on a group of 50 women under the guise of 

conducting an infertility study. Not one of the women ovulated. 

Birth Control Pill Trials in Puerto Rico 

There were no Comstock Laws in Puerto Rico, and although the majority of its citizens 

were Catholic, women were mostly concerned with quality of everyday life for 

themselves and their children. The women of Rio Piedras, a new housing project, eagerly 

participated in the first widespread trial of the contraceptive pill in April 1956. After a 

nine month trial, Dr. Rock and his Puerto Rican colleagues reported that the pill was 100 

percent effective. 

Despite Reservations, Searle Manufactures and Markets the Pill 

It took Gregory Pincus another year to convince Searle to manufacture the pill, because 

Searle was both tempted and terrified of the pill. They could see the financial boon of 

manufacturing a pill that millions of healthy women would take for their entire 

reproductive lives, but also in the 1950s Roman Catholics comprised 25 percent of the 

American population. 

Searle and other drug companies were terrified that if they produced and marketed a birth 

control pill, the Catholic population would not buy it and they would boycott its other 

products. Finally in 1957, Searle took a tentative step and released the pill under the 

name of Enovid, advertising it as a treatment for menstrual disorders. Everyone knew that 

the pill suppressed ovulation and over the next two years, 500,000 women got 

prescriptions for the pill. 

On May 11, 1960, seven years after Katharine McCormick gave Gregory Pincus his first 

check, the  Federal Drug Administration approved the birth control pill. As Gregory 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/pill/filmmore/pt.html
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Pincus had told Margaret Sanger and Katharine McCormick, ―everything is possible in 

science.‖ 

 

 

 

 

 


